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PEAT RESOURCE MAP OF ALASKA
ADDENDUM

In this report, fuel-grade peat is defined as unfrozen peat at least 5 ft
thick; no other criteria are comnsidered. The total energy value is for
moisture- and ash-free peat and assumes: a) a bulk density of 7 1b/ft3,
b) 8,300 Btu/lb (dry), and c) a thickness of 5 ftr., U.S. Department of
Energy fuel-grade-peat criteria include a minimum of 8,300 Btu/ib (dry)
and a maximum of 25 percent ash. However, 8,300 Btu/lb corresponds ta amn
ash content of about 17 percent. Huck and Rawlinson (1982) report that
27 percent of the Susitna Valley and Dillingham area samples that were
analyzed for ash has less than 25 percent ash, and that 11 percent has
less than 17 percent ash. If these relationships are valid statewide,
the total energy of fuel-grade peat is approximately 11 percent (based on
17 percent ash) of the value shown, or 6.9 quads.

I1f peat processing reduces the ash content by 50 percent, the maximum
allowable in-situ_ash content is 34 percent. Forty-three percent of the
samples reported by Huck and Rawlinson {1982) has less than 34 percent
ash; 43 percent of the total energy of fuel-grade peat reported here is
27.1 quads. When frozen peat ——— at least 5 ft thieck -—- is included, 11
and 43 percent of the total energy (180.15 quads) is 19.8 and 77.5 quads
respectively. .

Huck, R.W., and Rawlinson, S.E.,, 1982, Peat-resource inventory of
south-central Alaska, a data report: Alaska Division of Geological
and Geophysical Surveys Open-file Report 150, 25 p., 1 pl.
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