
1TI:NERAFtY OF tSUMbER?S FIELD WCRK FOR YEAR 1937 

J u l y  19  ~ e a v e  Fairbanks i n  Wien Alaska Airways' F a i r c h i l d  p lane ,  

Noel ;fien B i l o t ,  a t  5:15 PdM*, accompanied by a s s i s t a n t  topographer and 

packer ,  John X. Shor t .  Arrived at Wild Lake a &  Spr ing  Creek, a t  7:45 

P.M, Arrange wi th  Frank Smith f o r  use of cabin  and spend u n t i l  3 A.M, 

next  morning unloading plane and cleaning cabin, 

J u l y  20 Fdnish f i x i n g  cabin and making bunks. Put canvas boat  

t oge tha r  and explore l ake  f o r  t r a i n g u l a t i o n  p o i n t s  the  r e s t  of t h e  day. 

J u l y  21 Se t  out t r i a n g u l a t i o n  p o i n t s  and s t a r t  plane t a b l e  work. 

J u l y  22 Spend day a t  plane t a b l e  work a n d  s e t t i n g  out t r i a n g u l a t i o n  

point  a t  Seward Creek De l t a .  

J u l y  23 Shor t  working a t  plane t a b l e  work; Reed g e t t i n g  

geology and making compass survey of Spr ing  Creek. 

J u l y  24 Raining hard .  Spend morning making map and checking 

work SO f a r  done. I n  a f te rnoon Shor t  .makes compass sumey  of  

Summit Creek, while Reed f i n i s h e s  mapping work. 

J u l y  25 Very foggy wi th  bard showers. Row t o  Lake Creek and 

make compass and geo log ica l  survey of same, up t o  Oregon Cfeek Divide. 

Back t o  cabin a t  7:30 P.M, 

J u l y  26 Weather worse than  day before .  R e e d g e t s  ge'ology of 
' ,. 

Summit Creek. Shor t  spends day working on p l a t .  

J u l y  27 Climb Mathews Dome w i t h  plane t ab l e  and map surround- 

ing  country,  a l s o  t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s .  Back t o  cabin a t  7 P.M. 

Rowad t o  head of l a k e  and then walked t o  Toby Creek, 

0 Cr 2 f3Ymapplng upper end of Nil-d Rivera Back t o  cabin a t  7:30 P,M. 



J u l y  30 

Row t o  lower end of l ake ,  S e t  up t r i a n g u l a t i o n  p o i n t s  

cand do plane t a b l e  work al l  day. 

Row t o  Seward Creek Delta  and f i n i s h  plane t a b l e  work 

' there,  then  ca r ry  t r a v e r s e  by compass survey  up Seward Creek through 

:pass t o  Xast Fork of John River.  Return t o  cabin a t  8:30 P.M. 
the  use of 

Trade canvass boat f o r / M ; i ; - ' S m i  th' s wooden r i v e r  

boat ,  Pack o u t f i t  i n  same and leave Spr ing  Creek a t  l t 3 0  P A .  Camp 

on Wild River  a t  10 P.Ma a f t e r  dragging boat over  r i f f l e s  most of 

t h e  way oppos i te  mouth of Old S t i f f  Creek. 

Aug, 1 Leave camp at  7:30.AbM. back-pocking o u t f i t  dom r i v e r  

t o  below Poin t  Creek, Af t e r  two r e l a y s ,  f i n i s h  dragging boat  down 

a t  10:30 P.M. Camp i n  r a i n .  

August 2 Load boat and take  i t  down t o  t h e  mouth of F l a t  Creek. 

]Pitch canp and leave a t  4 P.M. f o r  Hans Leichmants cabin  on Jay  

Creek, Arr ive a t  7 PeM, 

August 3 Leave Leichmants cabin f o r  Birch Creek and map same 

Lo head, Back t o  Leichman's a t  6:15 P.M. 

August 4 Lay out base l i n e  i n  F l a t  Creek below Leichrnants and 

Lake plane t a b l e  s i t e .  Leave Leichman's a t  9:30 A,Kb and go up 

Rye and Jay  Creeks, making compass survey of  same and g e t t i n g  

geology, Apparently due t o  s t r o n g  magnetic i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  compass 

~ i e e d l e  de-magnetized. Arr ive back a t  Leichman's cabin  a t  6: 1 5  P.M. 

Snowing most of t he  day on Jay Creek. Leave Leichman's cabin  a t  

7:30 P.M. Arrive a t  mouth of F l a t  Greek and camp a t  0g30 P.M. 

August 5 Lay out base l i n e  and do plane t a b l e  work a t  mouth of 

l f la t  Creek. Leave F l a t  Creek a t  lO:40 A.M. Arr ive  a t  Bear Creek 

mouth a t  9:50 PoMo and camp, Cold lnisersble  day and boat had t o  

be dragged over r i f f l e s  most of day. 



August 6 

August 7 

August 8 

August 9 

August 1 0  

Aug us t 11 

Augus t 12 

August 13 

Take compass s i t e s  and survey  mountains a t  t h e  mouth 

of Beqr Creek. Leave Bear  Creek a t  10:45 A.M. A r r i v e  a t  mouth of 

Michigan Creek a t  5 P.M. Chmp and l a y  ou t  base  l i n e .  Ra in ing  and 

c o l d  a l l  day. B a q h ( ~ ~ ~ e h k ~ x P i Q s f w .  

Do plane t a b l e  work a l l  morning. Walk up Michigan Creek 

t o  S i l v e r  King l e a d  and s i l v e r  p rospec t  i n  a f t e r n o o n ,  t a k i n g  geology 

and mapping c r e e k  on way, Back t o  camp a t  7 P.M. 

Leave mouth o f  Michigan Creek a t  8 : 3 0  A.M. Many r i f f l e s  

and very hard  going a l l  day,  Camp a t  5 : 3 0  P.M. beyond Tv;o-Day Mountain. 

Leave camp a t  Two-Day Mountain a t  1 0  A.M, a f t e r  t a k i n g  

compass s i t e s  and do ing  plane t a b l e  work above camp. M&ny r o c k s  a d  

r i f f l e s  i n  r i v e r  mhke go ing  worse t h a n  s o  far  encountered.  A r r i v e  

a t  mouth of Wild River  a t  9:30 P.M. Camp on Koyukuk River  a t  

10:30 P.M. 

Leave camp a t  9 A.M. A r r i v e  a t  t h e  town o f  B e t t l e s  a t  

10:30 A.M. Lunch and a t t e n d  t o  b u s i n e s s .  Cross  r i v e r  end t a k e  s i t e s  

on  v a r i o u s  niountain peaks so a s  t o  t i e  survey i n  wi th  p r e v i o u s  

Koyukuk survey  o f  U.S,G.S,  No way of  g e t t i n g  c o m u n i c a t i o n  o u t  of 

B e t t l e s  o r  l e a v i n g  f o r  upper Koyukuk. Only way t o  l e a v e  t h e  coun t ry  

i s  t o  row t o  A l l a k a k e t  where a  p lane  can be t e l e g r a p h e d  f o r .  Leave 

B e t t l e s  a t  4:30 P.U. f o r  A l l a k a k e t ,  rowing. Camp a t  1 2  midnight  on 

Koyukuk R i v e r ,  

Leave camp a t  6:15 A.M. A f t e r  rowing a l l  day a r r i v e  a t  

Al lakake t  a t  9: 30 P,M. S t o p  a t  YiLfred Evanst  s t o r e  f o r  n i g h t .  

Telegraph f o r  p l a n e .  P l a n e  a r r i v e s  a t  8 PaMuZ. 

Leave W l a k a k e t  on Wl.sn klaslca Airways' Cesna p l a n e ,  

Herroan I ,erdahl ,  p i l o t ,  a t  9 A.M, A r r i v e  a t  Fa i rbanks  a t  11 A.M, 



August 16  Leave Fairbanks a t  10:45 A.Me Arrive a t  C i r c l e  Hot 

Spr ings  at 6 t15  P.M. 

August 17 V i s i t  upper Mastodon Creek and Harr i son  Creek. 

August 18 V i s i t  Deadwood Creek and spend day on same. 

August 19 

Augus't 20 

V i s i t  Lov~er Mastodon Creek and dredge on Mammoth Creek. 
Also go over a l l  o f  Ketchum Creek. 
Leave Hot Spr ings  a t  10:30 A.M. V i s i t  Eagle  Creek, 

&rive  a t  Fairbanks a t  6 : 3 0  P.M. 

August 24 Leave Fairbanks on Po l l ack  Flying Serv ice  S t in son ,  

Ermaons, p i l o t ,  a t  11 A.M. Arrive e t  $Viseman a t  l t 1 5  P.M. 

Sue Rooorder, Char les  I r i s h  and f i n d  out  what var ious  mining 

opera t ions  a r e  going on, Also arrange f o r  guide and pucker,  

August 2 5 Raining and bad storm. Buy p u t f i t  and arrunge w i t h  

guide, James Tobuk, t o  leave next morning. I n  af te rnoon walk 

t o  o ld  workings and d i t c h  on Wisemaa Creek moraine and examine 

same 

August 26 Buy gasol ine  and g e t  boat  and outboard motor. Leave 

Wisen~an i n  boat  with James Tobuk a t  11 A.M. Arr ive  a t  mouth 

of Gold Creek at 2 P.M. where leave  boat .  Back-pack o u t f i t  t o  

Wilcoxts  cabin on Linda Creek, a r r i v i n g  at  3 P.M. Take p i c t u r e s  

and do plane t a b l e  work of creek, 

kugus t 27 Leave Wilcoxts  cabin,  back-gacking a t  7:30 A.M. Arr ive  

at Moon's cab in  on Garnet Creek a t  8 P.Uu a f t e r  hard t r i p .  

August 28 Leave Moon's cabin a t  8:30  A.M. V i s i t  and examine 

T e r r e l l s  workings a t  mouth of Garnet Creek. Leave Garnet Creek 

a t  1:30 PcM. Arr ivc  at Larson 's  cabin on Mule Creek at  3:30 P,M. 

% m i n e  Larsont s workings 



August 2 9 Leave Mule Creek a t  7:50 A.M. Walk up B e t t l e s  River  t o  

Phoebe Creek, thence up t o  n i n  Lakes and map some. Arrive back 

a t  I ~ r s o n f s  cabin  a t  9:30 2.19. 

A u e s  t 30 Leave h r s o n t s  cabin a t  8: 50 A.M. Arrive: a t  

Chr i s t i anson ' s  cabin on Jimpup Creek 6 t  8 t15  P.M. 

August 31 Leave Chr i s t i ansoa ' s  cabin a t  8 : 3 0  A.M. and go t o  

i s l and  i n  B i g  Lake. E s t a b l i s h  base l i n e  a d  do plane t a b l e  work, 

Examine Rooneyts mine and a l s o  &ha$ of  Oeorga Manglass, Arr ive 

back a t  Chris  t i anson ' s  cabin a t 8 P.M. 

September 1 Leave Chr i s t i anson ' s  cabin a t  9 A.M. and climb mountuin 

f o r  plane t a b l e  work on l e f t  l i m i t  o f  Lake Creek; thence c r o s s  

Lake Creek pass and climb mountain on r i g h t  l i m i t  of Lake Creek 

for  plane t a b l d  work, Raining and blowing very badly, 

Return t o  Chr i s t i anson ' s  cabin at 3:30 P.M, Write up no te s  t h e  

rest of a f te rnoon,  

September 2 Very foggy. Leave Ch.r is t iansonls  cabin a t  8 :30  A.M. 

and climb mountain on r i g h t  l i m i t  of  Lake Creek a second time 

i n  order  t o  f i n i s h  map of lake .  So foggy forced  t o  r e t u r n  t o  

Chr i s t i anson ' s  cabin a t  2 P,:,;, Get data on C h r i s t i a n s o n f s  work 

and map same the r e s t  oC t h e  day, 

Raining and very foggy, Spend morning w r i t i n g  up 

notes  and f i x i n g  compass. I n  a f te rnoon go t o  mouth of C a l i f o r n i a  

Creek, mapping and examining old works on same, Return t o  

Chr i s t i anson t s  cabin a t  5 :30  P.M. 

September 4 Raining hard with the  barometer extremely low, Stay a t  

Chr i s t i anson ' s  cabin a l l  dsy wr i t i ng  up note8 clnd g e t t i n g  data 

on surrounding creaks  

September 5 Leave C h r i s t i c t n s ~ n ' s  c a b i n  a t  8 t15  A.M. by way of 

September 3 



Government trail. Leave t r a i l  at Emery Creek and cross  mountain 

t o  Creccy 's  cab in  on Gold Creek. Examine Creecy t s  workings and 

then  w l k  down Gold Creek t o  Leonard's workings and cnamine same, 

Arr ive  a t  l i l c o x  cabin  on Linda Creek a t  7 P.M. 

September 6 Leove Wilcox cabin on Linda Creels at 7:10 A.M. Back- 

pack t o  mouth of Gold Creek and then  t a k e  boa t  down Koyukuk 

River t o  mouth of Sheep Crebk. Walk up Sheep Creek witb Frank 

Miller and examine h i s  workings the re .  Leave mouth of Sheep 

Creek a t  l l t 0 5  A.M, Arrive a t  Wiseman at 12:30 P,M. Spend r e s t  

of day wr i t ing  up notes ,  

Sept ember7 Spend 6111 day g e t t i n g  o u t f i t  t o g e t h t r  f o r  t r i p  t o  South 

Forlr and wkit ing up no te s ;  a l s o  nego t i a t i ng  f o r  r i d e  dovm r i v e r  

with Road Commission crewr 

Septmnber 8 Leave Wiseman i n  l a r g e  boat with Road Commission crew 

and guide and packer ,  James Tobuk, a t  l 0 :15  A.M. S top  a t  Coldfoot 
S tan ich  

for lunch. Arrive a t  3- cabin  on Porcupine Creak at 4:20 

September 9 Outboard motor not  working on Road CoIlrmission boat.  S p e d  

pa r t  of morning f i x i n g  same by Jmes Tobuk and one of Road 

Commission crew, Leave Poruugine Creek a t  10:35 A.M. Arr ive a t  

M i l l e r ' s  cache below canyon on Koyukuk River at  3:15 P.M. Walk 

a c r o s s  pass t o  Gold Bench, a r r i v i n g  a t  6:45 P.M. Find everyone 

gone and cabin  locked. Siwashed i n  open. 

September 10 Examine gold bench and map surrounding country. Leave 

gold bench a t  9:35 A,M. Arr ive  a t  M i s  Messap9s cabin  on 

I rons ide  Bench q t  10: 50 A.hl. Examine I rons ide  Bench suld map 

surrounding country t h e  rest of t h e  day, 



-7 - 
September 11 Rain ing  bad ly  and barometer  e x t r e & e l y  low; S t a y  a t  

Messap's  c a b i n  al .1 day w r i t i n g  up n o t e s ,  

September 1 2  S t i l l  r a i n i n g .  Leave Messnp's c a b i n  a t  7:30 A.M. 

A r r i v e  a t  Kansen ' s  c a b i n  on Srnalley Creek a t  12:05 P.M. Spend 

r e s t  of day examining Hcnsen's  mine and mapping sur rounding  coun t ry .  

September 14 

Leave H&nsen ts  c a b i n  a t  9:25 A.M. end walk over  

mountains t o  Eanshaw Bench on 30ut.h Fork. Examine and map same. 

A r r i v e  back s t  Hansenqs  cab in  a t  6 : 3 5  P*Mb Miss Wil l iam Glenn and 

Fred  Cla rk  on Hanshhiv Bench, a s  bo th  have gone down r i v e r ,  j u s t  

b e f o r e  our  a r r i v a l .  

Leave H a n s e n l s  cab in  a t  10:45 h,Mo A r r i v e  a t  tramsway 

b u r  on Koyukuk River  a t  2:40 P.M. Spend r e s t  o f  day examining 

Charley S u c k i k ' s  workings and o l d  workings n e a r  same. 

September 15 Raining hard i n  morning, I n  a f t e r n o o n  &X walk up t o  

Mailbox Creek and examine S t o r r t s  workings on same. Re turn  t o  

Tramsway bar at 6 P.K. 

September 1 6  Hai n i n g  h a r d  a 1  b n i g h t .  Leave Tramsway bar a t  10: 45 A.M. 

i n  r a i n .  A r r i v e  a t  Spinket mine on ' ~ a l v e m i l e  Creek,  a t  6:15 P.M. 

September 17  Ruining b a d l y .  Xxa i ine  S p i n k s  Mine and walk t o  

f o r k s  of t h e  Viest Fork of Twelvemile Creek,  mapping s m e .  

Re turn  t o  S p i n k s l  c6bin  a t  6 P.M. 

September 18 Rain ing  so bsdly cannot work a t  a l l  i n  f i e l d .  Wr i te  up 

n o t e s  a 1 1  day, 

September 1 9  .Leave S p i n k s i  c a b i n  a t  8:50 A.M. A r r i v e  a t  S t a n ~ i c h  

c a b i n  on 130rcupine Creek a t  1.2:55 P.M. Spend r e s t  o f  day 

exemining S t a n i c h l s  workings,  

September 20 Leave S t a n i c h  c a b i n  a t  7115 A.M. A r r i v e  a t  Neck ts  c a b i n  



on Myrtle Creek a t  6115 P.M. 

September 21 Examine Myrtle Creek and both Neck's and E l l i n g t o n ' s  

workings; a l s o  walk over  t o  La r son t s  prospect  on Slate  Creek 

and o ld  hydraul ic  mine a t  t h e  mouth of Myrtle.  Return t o  Neckts 

cabin  a t  7 P.M. 

September 22 

September 23 

, Ssp t  ember24 

September 25 

September 26 

September 27 

September 28 

September 29 

Leave Neck's cabin a t  7:35 A.M. h r i v e  a t  Coldfoot a t  

1 l : L O  A.M. Spend r e s t  of day w r i t i n g  up notes .  

Leave Coldfoot a t  10:15 A.M. Arr ive  back a t  Wiseman, 

back-packing, a t  5:20 P.M. 

Leave Wiseman by c a r  of Joe  Ulen a t  11:15 A.M. Arr ive 

a t  Bobby Jones t  cabin on Nolan Cr tek  a t  1:27 P.M. Spend r e s t  of 

day examining Nolan Creek. 

Leave Jones t  cabin on Nolan Creek wi th  Wilson Winert as  

guide and packer a t  7:20 A.M. Arrive n t  Duffy ls  cabin on Mascot 

Creek a t  3:40 P.Mo and mapped ~lUrr0Unding t e r r a i n  the  r e s t  of t h e  

day. 

Leave DuTfyls cabin on Mascot Creek a t  9:04 A.M, walk up 

t o  fo rks  of Mascot Creek and examine I k o v i c h t s  mine, then walk down 

creek and examine Knorr l s  mine and then on down through the  

canyon t o  the mouth of Preacher  Creek. Arr ive back at Duffy ts  

cabin a t  5t38 P.M. 

Leave Duffy ts  cabin  a t  8:27 A.M. Arr ive  a t  Jones1 cabin 

on Nolan Creek et 4: l5  P.M. Send Wilson Winert; on t o  Wiseman. 

Examine all workings on Nolan, Archibald and S m i t h  

Creeks. 

Leave Jones t  cabin on Nolan Creek a t  8:23 A,M. Drive 

l;o Hummond River  i n  Ulents  ca r ,  l e av ing  same a t  C o l l i n s '  cab in  and 

walking up t o  Vermont Creek, examining a l l  t he  mines on the  way. 

Arrive back a t  Wiseman a t  5:58 P.M. 



September 30 Leave Wisemn on Wien Alaska Airways Cessna p lane ,  

Herman L e r d a h l  pilot, at 11:22 A.M. Arr ive  a t  Fairbanks, via 

B e t t l e s ,  Al lakake t  and S tevens  Vi l l age ,  a t  5:20 P.M. 


