MINING IN THE FAIHBANKS DISTRICT, 1960

Alagka ounrgeg, Ing.

Alaske Resources, Inc, under the management of James Donovan, mined and
80ld peat from two pits near Fox, Pit No. 1 48 on the right 1imit of Golde
stream Creek on ground leased from the United States Smelting Refining and
Mining Co, near the place where the Fairbanks Meridian croseses Goldstream
valley, During the summer, Pit No. 2 was opened on ground purchased from
the USSR&M Co. on the right linit of Goldstream about 200 yards east of the
Elliott Highway, A Terratrac tractor equipped with front-end loader ie used
for mining: the deposit 1s frozen, and the peat is mined in layers to take
advantage of solar thawing, however, the loader 1s able to scrape up about
2 inches of frozen peat in a single pras, therefore, 1t is possible to do
soms mining shead of the thawing when necessary, A hemmer=mill~type ensilage
shredder is used for shredding the peat, and a small portable conveyor is used
for eto;kpiling and loading. During the first part of the season, a delt
conveyor was rented, amd , later, a _chain#flight conveyor was bullt on the
property and put into use,

Pept was offered for sale at the pit or delivered, pilt-run or shredded;
1t was used in the Falrbanks area for gardens and for landscaping, The
company plens to stockplle shredded peat during the Fall of 1960 and to pac kage
it in paper begs during the winter for shipment to the Anchorage area next
summer." The company algo haa long;range plans to develop other nases for

the peat.
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gka Figherle terpriges, Inc.

This company, under the management of John Sheléen and Roudolph and Adolph
Vetter, contimied exploration apd mining on gold lodes near the Falrdbanks- 6‘f|
Wolf Creek divide, The company now has leages on the Cleary Hill property,# Vl’q,{,lql
the Nordale group, and the McOarty group in addition to ownlng oubright
geveral claims in the area, Tais year the company purchased a new gasoline-
powered International Twd40 tractor equipped with backhoe and bulldoger, and
a used TDw24 International tractor with bulldozer, The mining was done by
uncovering the vein with the TDw24 then excavating the top of the vein with
the Wmckhoe.

The vein being mined 1e on the north slope of the ridge on the south 0 \,/(
eide of Wolf Creek; thus far, all the mining has been dons on the Nordale?( v
group. ° The strike of the vein varles from place %to place, but in general
1t 48 eastwwest, The dip is 55 to 70 degrees south, into the ridge.

Width of the voln iz ome to four feet, Only the top 10 to 15 feet of the
vein 15_ mined; generally, this much of the vein ig soft enough to de dug without
drilling and blasting. The backhoe dumps into & truck, and the ore is

hauled to the Cleary Hill mill via the Fairdbenks Creek road and the Steese
Bighway, The milling equipment used includes a Jjaw crusher, G=stamp mill,
amafigamation plates, and a Wilfley table, Five hundred tons of ore was

mined and milled during the yeas,

Exploration, in the form of trenching with the bulldoger, was done on
the extensions of the vein being mined and at various placee on other velns

in the ares, The company plane to do Bome undarground work on the Nordale

group during the winter of 1960-61.
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Hg.l. Mining and shredding peat at Pit No. 2, Alaska Resources, Inc.

Tury Apdergon and isgoclateq. . e
Tuty Anderson and assoclates made an operating agreement with the Fair- K*°

banks Mining Ob. of Alaska for mining and milling ore at the Silvertone pros-

pect, The Fafrbanka Mining Gb. of Alaska 414 a small amount of exploration

work at the Lookout Mine in 1957, In 1960, some work was done on the Silver-

tone property preparatory to installing ap mill, and, according to the plans,

the mill ie to be installed during 1961.
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Mg, 2. T-340 tractor with hlade and backhoe.

Mg, 3. Looking west along site of mining operationa on the Nordale group.
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Fg. 6. Open pit on the Nordale group. View looking weat from the head
of Wolf Creek.

Chathgm Creek Mining Co.
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The Chatham Creekx Mining Co. moved from lLast Chance Cresk to the upper
part of Beady Bullion Creek near Ester and mined on ground leased from Harold
Hagael. Early in Angust they were working on the second cut of the season
Just below the fork in the upper part of the areek, They pushed to the head
of the boxes with a bulldoper, washed th® gravel throuogh the boxes wlth a nozzle,
and stacked talling with a draglina, Some permafrost was encountersd unex-
pectedly in the escond cut, Return water was pumped from a settling pond

below the side of the mining, Only a small trickle of fresh water was
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Fig. 7. Mining operatione of the Chatham Creek Mining Co. on Ready
Bullion Ci‘eek.

flowing in the creek, and they wsre able to sluice only three hours per day.
The partners =Berg, Twelten, and Wickastrom = operate the mine without employ=-

ing any additionsl help.
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Mg, 8. Stripped ground, right limit fork, head of Ready Bullion Creek.

Cheng Mining Co.
\

J’.’L"
The Chena Mining Co, operated by J. W. "Bi1l" Pinto and Carl Poorman, 4’

mined during the year on upper Dome Creek on ground leased from the Uni tod
States Smelting Refining and Mining Co. A bulldoger was used for mining

and stacking tailing, apd a sluice-plate was used at the head of the boxes,

Hageel Mining COp.
The Hassel Mining Co, owned and operated by Harold Hassal, curtailed .

operations conelderably thig year. After leasing the upper part of Ready J,ﬁ%“ 3l
Bullion Creek to the Chatham Creek Mining 0o, Hassel moved his equipment to
the lower part of the creek, where he did eome preparatory work and may have

done a small amount of mining, No employees were hired,



Xupoff and Lagersation,

¥ick Kupoff-and Charles Lageration mined during the summer on Pedro /5ﬁ
Creek at its junoction with Twin Creek on ground owned by Kupoff, They -i**q
uged a D=8 Caterpillar tractor to push gravel to the boxes and to stack tatling,
A nozgle 18 used at the head of the hxes, The slulee box 1s of woad;
pteslwrall riffles are inktalled in the head of the box, and wooden riffles
capped with steel strips are used in the lowem end, In Angust they were
mining the second cut of the seasmn,

The ground being mined 18 in the center of the Pedro Oraek valley. 907
It was driftemined in the early days, and, later, ground adjecent to it on %*QQ/Aja
both sides of the valley was mined mechanicelly by &, A. Zimmerman. Above
the Junction with Twin Creek, Zimmerman mined &n the center of the valley,
and?the praesent operators think that there may bs some side pay left underneath
talling piles for about ome claim length above their workings.

At the site of the present operations, the gravel prodably was 5 to 6 dq,§7
fest deep originally, but much of it wes removed by driftemining, and the 'l{
old drifts became filled with ailt. The material being mined is mosatly silt,
boulders, and bedrock, The boulders‘are large enough and numerous enough
o make mining difficult, Water 19 pumped from a pond above the workings:

there 1a an ample supply of water.
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Mg, 9, Site of Kupoff and Lageration mining operation on Pedro Creek,
Mouth of Twin Creek on the left.

Mg 10. Sluicebox, Kupoff and Lazeration mine.
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,LOQEQQE M;BQ.
Work was done intermittently throughout the summer at the Lookout Mine

on Emme Creek near Ester by Bumps® Turnbarge, the owner, and Bill Hewltt,
his partner. Zarly in the summer a highegrade sample was reported to have
been taken from the underhand etope nortly of the 50=ft winge shown on the
map, however, other samples from the same place assayed much lower, Mining

practice that has been followed in mining the underhand stope would preclude

. |
the mining of anything other than exceptionally highwgrade ore. The ore L5gf‘

18 ehoveled into & common water bucket: the buciret 1e pulled to the drift
16 feet above by hand with a rope, carried to the winge, and dumped into a

round bucket that slides on poles in the winge; the round bucket 1s pulled

up the winze by a hand windlass, and the ore is dumped into a car to be trammed

to the mill,

The mill ie & twowstamp mill that has a capacity of about onewhalf ton
per hour; the stamps welgh 1350 pounda each. A 40-mesh screen is used,
Pulp from the mill flowe over an amalgamation plate, The mill ie powered
by a Fairbanks Morse 74~hp gasoline engine. The mill 48 in & shed that is
partly closed in, but 41t 18 not protedted from the weather sufficiently te

rermit operation during the winter,

Olive Greek Mineg.
Olive Creelk Mines, under the management of Carl Parker, continued mining

on Eva Graeel on ground owned by the U, S, Smelting Refining and Mining Co.

]
In August it besmme necessary to stop mining in order to strip muck at the 54’

upper limit of the water stripping that was done by U. 8., Smelting, The
muck was stripped by bulldogers and was pushed dewnstream until it tumdbled

down the face into the last ocut, A nozzle at ths bottom of the face washed
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the muck into the drainm.

Garl Parker reported that the USSR&M Co. had etopped hydraunlie stripping
because the water duty became extiremely low, The muck contained considerable
¢lay that have it a rubber-like testure when it became saturated with water.
The muck that had séttled near the head of the drain would appear to move
when it was struck dby the stream from the nozzle, then it would appear to
spring back $0 1ts original position after the stream had passed over it,

It was planned that mining would be resumed in the lattsr part of August,
In mining, two bulldozers are used to push gravel to the wings: a noggle ls
uged to wash the gravel through the boxesj and a dragiine ls uped for stacking

talling, Water for the operation is pumped from Ester Oreek,

United States Spelting Refining and Mining Co,

The USSR&M Co. operated four dredges in the Fairbanks district in 19603 ~{££'Y<
. ¥ g
gﬁaggb.,/'Dredge 2 at Fairbanks Creek, Dredge 3 mt Chatanika, Dredge 6 at Sheep Creek,” .

apd Dredge 10 at Oripple Creek, All of these dredgee should complste thelr

operations within the next three or four yegrs,

Other operations.

During the year thero was some proapecting and claim staking on Nugget
Crock, tritutery to Swallvood Creek.  Te Wolf Cresk Mintng Co. contimed | (- 4
nining as in 1959 on ground leased from the USSR&M Co, on Figh Creek.

Ernest Manfer continued mining on Firat Chance Creek as in previous years,

The Alder COreek Mining Co. did not operate nor did the Gold Stream Mining Cb,
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Mg. 13, Dredge 10 on Cripple Creek, Stripping of barren gravel has
been completed in the ocut ahead of the dredge. The dragline
in the distance is stripping in the arsa wvhere the dredge will
camplete 1t digging progran,

College, Alaska Robert H., Sannders
Octover, 1960 State Mining Engineer
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Fig. 12, Dragline and conveyor belt msed for siripping barren gravel ahead
of Dredge 10 on Gripple Creek,




