
Alaska Resources. Ine. -- 

Alaska Reeources, Inc, ander the management of James I)onovm, mined and 

sold peat from two p i t s  near Box. P i t  No. 1 i s  on the r ight  l i m i t  of Gold- 

stream Creek en ground leased from the United States Smelting Refinfng and 

Biining Co, near the place where the Pairbanks Meridian crossea Goldatream 

valley, During the summer, P i t  Ho. 2 was opened on ground purchased from 

the U S S H  Co. on the r ight  l i m i t  of Goldstream abont 200 yarde east  of the 

E l l i o t t  Highway, LL Terratrac t rac tor  equipped with front-end loader i s  used 

f o r  mining: the deposit i a  frozen, and the peat i s  mined i n  lagrere to  take 

advantage of solar thawing, however, the loader i s  able t o  scrape up about 

2 in&ee of frozen peat i n  a siagfe pass, therefore, i t  is possible t o  do 

some mining ahead of the thawing when necessary. & hammel~mill-type ensilage 

shredder i s  used for ehredding the peat, and a small portable conveyor i s  used 
< 

for  stockpi l i n g  and loading. During the first par t  of the season, a b e l t  

conveyor was rented, a& , l a t e r ,  a chain-flight conveyor was built on the 

property and put  in to  use. 

Pegt was off ere& for  sale at the p i t  or  delivere8, p i  Grun o r  shredded: 

i t  was used i n  the Fairbanks area f o r  gardew and f o r  landscaping, The 

company plans to  stockpile shr-ed peat during the Fall  of 1960 and to  pac kag.e 

i t  i n  paper bags during the winter f o r  ahipuent t o  the Anchorage area next 

summer, The core pa^^^ a lso has long-range plane to develop other uses fo r  

the peat. 



&&ic Alaska Pisheries wad Entermisee. Inc. 

This compaxlgr, under the management of John Shelaen and Roudslph and Adolph 

Vetter, contizrued exploration and mining on gold lodes near the Fdrbanka- 5'1 
Y " Wolf Creek divide. %e company now has leases on the meary H i l l  property,-f!Ak aq' 

the Nordale gro-up, and the McWty group i n  addition t o  owning ouh igh t  

severalclaims i n  the area, %is year the osmpany purchased a new gasoline- 

powered International T-340 t rac tor  equipped with backhoe and bulldozer, and 

a used !EL24 I n t e r n a t i o ~  t rac tor  with bulldozer, The mining was done by 

uncovering the vein wlth the 'PL34 then excavating the top of the vein with 

the kckhoe, 

IChe vein being mined i s  on the north slope of the ridge on the 8mth  b? 

side of Wolf Creek; thus far, all the mining has 'been done on the bTorda3.e 
4% *4 ' 

group. ' llhe s t r ike  of the vein varies  from place to place, but i n  general 

i t  is easbwest. The dip i s  55 t o  70 degrees south, in to  the ridge, 

Width of the vein i s  one t o  four fee t ,  Only the top 10 t o  15 f e e t  of the 

vein is mined; generally, this mch of the vein i s  sofO enou& to  be dug without 

d r i l l i n g  and blasting. Phe backhoe damps in to  a, truck, and the ore i s  

hauled t o  the C l e w  H i l l  m i l l  v ia  the Fairbanks Creek road and the Steeee 

H I  &way. The milling equipment used includea a j a w  crueher, 5-8 tamp m i l l ,  

m&gamation plates,  and a Wilfley table, Five hundred tons of ore was 

mined and milled daring the ye&, 

-loration, i n  the form of trenching with the bu l ldo~er ,  w a s  done on 

the extensions of the vein bef ng mined and at varioas places on other vein6 

i n  the wea. The company plane to  do eome underground work on the Nordale 

group during the winter of 1960-61, 



!Furs Aaderron and Associates, 

d* tkq ' 
14' 

Tdy Andereon and associater made an operating agreement with the Fair- 

banks Mining Cb. of l l l ~ k a  for mining and Plilling ore at the Silvertone pms- 

pect. The T&bsnlre Mining Cb, of Maska did a s m a l l  amount of exploration 

work at the Lookout Mine i n  1957, I n  1960, rome work wae done on the Silver- 

tone property preparatory to  las ta l l ing a$ m i l l ,  ad, according to  the plane, 

the m i l l  i s  to be instal led daring 1961, 



Fig. 2, T-340 tractor with blade and backhoe, 

fig, 3. Looldng west d o n g  s l te  of dning operation. on the Iordale group. 





Flg. 6. Open p i t  on the Nordale group. V i e w  lo old^ weat from the head 
of Wolf Creek. 

thaa Creek Minim Co, 
(4" -' 

!5e Chatham e e e k  Mining Co. moved from L a s t  Ghance &eek to the upper 

part  of Ready Bullion Week near Ester a& mined on ground leased from Harold 

Easael. Early i n  &urt they were working on the second cut of the season 

3-t below the fork i n  the upper part  of the creek, They pushed to the head 

of the boxee w i t h  a bulldomr, mashed th8 gravel through the boxes with a nozsle, 

and stacked ta t l ing vi th  a dragline, Some permafrost vas encountered anex- 

pectedlyfn the~econdcut ;  B e t r a r n v a t e r w ~ p ~ a r p e d f r o m a r e t t l i ~ p a a d  

below the 8 t h  of the mining. Only a rmall tl.icUe of fresh water 



Fig, 7 .  Mining operatione of the Chatham Creek Mining Cb. on Beady 
Bullion Creek. 

flowfng i n  the creek, and they were able to  rluice only three hours per drgr. 

The partnerr -Berg, 'hreiten, an8 Wicketrom - operate the aine wlthoat employ- 

ing any additional help. 



Fig. 8. Stripped ground, right l i m i t  fork, head of h d y  Bullion Ckeek. 

Cheaa M I -  Co. 

The Chena Wining Cb, operated by J. W. "Eil1"Pinto and Carl POO-, 
3 

mined during the year on upper Dome Creek on groand l e ~ e d  from the United 

S;tates Smelting Refining and Wimdng Co. Y bulldarer was used for  

and rtacidng tailing, and a r l a i a q l a t e  m a  ared at the head of the boocsr. 

h 8 0 1  UniXU? Ch, 

'Phe Hareel Mining Co, owned and operated by Harold Eassel, curtailed 

operatione coaridm-abl~ tbia rear. ~ t e r  leruing the upper part of ~b* 

Bullion e e e k  t o  the Chatham Creek Minfng Co, Haseel m o v e d  his  equipment to 

the lower part of the creek, where he did some preparatory work and ray hare 

done a a d 1  amount of mining. 190 employeer -re hired. 



Kwoff a9d Lazeratioq. 

Hick Kupoff and Charles Laeeration mined dhring the smmer on Pedro 

Creek at i t s  junction with W n  Creek on ground owned by ICupoff, They 

used a D-8 Caterpillar t rac tor  to  push gravel to  the boxes and to stack tai l ing,  

Itnoeele i s  used at the head of the brPres. llhe alnice box i s  of wood; 

ateel-rail r i f f l e s  a re  i n l t a l e d  i n  the head of the box, and wooden r i f f l e s  

capped with s t ee l  s t r i p s  a re  used i n  the lowe3 end, I n  Bxxgust they were 

&nine; the second cut of the aeasnn* 

lZle ground being mined l a  i n  the center of the Pedro Creek valley, 
guy 

dqX2s3 
I t  was dr i f tmined i n  the early day., and, l a t e r ,  ground adjacent t o  i t  on 4% 
both sides of the valley was mined mechanically by d;; A. ZBmmerman. Above 

the junotion with 'Fwfn e e e k ,  Zlmmerman mined i n  the center of the valley, 

and the present operators think that there be some side pay l e f t  underneath 

t a i l i n g  p i l e s  fo r  about one elaim length above the i r  workings. 

At the a i t e  of the present operations, the gravd probably was 5 to  6 
did 4' 

17 

fee t  deep originally,  but mu& of i t  was removed by drift-mining, d the 

old d r i f t s  became f i l l e d  with silt. The material being mined i s  mostly silt, 

b a l d e r e ,  and bedrock. ! b e  boulders are  large enough and numerous enough 

to  make mining dif f icu l t .  Water is pumped from a pond above the workings; 

there i e  an ample supply of  water. 



Fig. 9 ,  a t e  of Kapaff and b e r a t i o n  mining operation on Pedro Creek. 
Mouth of 'Rnn Creek on the left, 

- 

--- 

Fig 10. Slaicebar, -off and Laseration mine. 





Lookout Mine. 

Work was done intermittently throughout the summer a t  the Lookout Mine 

on Emma Creek near Eeter by flBumpsll Turnbarge, the owner, and B i l l  Hewitt, 

h i s  partner. Early i n  the aanuner a high-grade sample was reported to  have 

keen taken from the underhand stope nor* of the 5 b f t  winze shown on the 

map, however, other emplea from the tame place assayed m u c h  lower. Mining 

practice tha t  has been followed i n  mining the underhand stope would preolude 

the mining of anything other than exceptionally highcgradl'e ore. 
The Ore 

,I? 

i s  shoveled in to  a common water bucket; t h e  bucket i s  pulled t o  the d r i f t  

15 f e e t  above by hand with a rcrpe, carried to  tihe winze, snd dumped i n t o  a 

round bucket tha t  s l ides  on polee i n  the winze; the round bucket i s  pulled 

up the wixxze by a hand windlass, and the ore i s  dwnped in to  a car  to  be trammed 

to  the mill* 

The m i l l  i e  a two-stamp m i l l  t ha t  haa a capaci&y of about one-half ton 

per hour; the stamps weigh 1350 pounds each* L 40lmeah screen is  used. 

Pulp from the m i l l  flow8 over an amalgamation plate,  !be mill i s  powered 

by a Pairbadre Morse %hp gaeoline engine. The mill is  i n  a shed tha t  i s  

par t ly  closed in ,  but i t  i s  not prote&ted from the weather suff icient ly t o  

permit operation during t he  winter. 

Olive Creek Minegi. 

Olive Creek Mines, under the management of C a r l  Parker, continued mining 

on Eva Greek on ground owned by the U. S. Smelting Refining and Wining Co. 31 I 

In  b y s t  i t  be-e necessary to  stop mining i n  order to s t r i p  mu& at the -6 " 
3 

upper l i m i t  of the water stripping tha t  was done by U, S. Smelting, f i e  

muok was strippeb by b u l l d o r r s  and was pushed dnmatream u n t i l  i t  tumbled 

down the face into the last cut, A n o ~ x l e  a t  the bottom of the faee washed 



the muck i n t o  the drain. 

kl Parker reported that the U S S W  Co. bad stopped hydraulic atripping 

because the water duty became extremely low. The muck contained considerable 

elay tha t  have i t  eb rubber-like teAure  d e n  i t  beaame saturated wicth water. 

The muck tha t  had se t t led  near the head of the  drain would appear to  move 

when i t  was struck by the stream from the nozzle, then it would appear t o  

spring bEtck to  i t s  original position a f t e r  the stream had passed over i to 

It  was planned that mining would be resumed i n  the l a t t e r  p a r t  of &leust, 

In  mining, two bulldozers are used t o  push gravel to  the wings: a noezle f e  

used t o  wash the gravel through the boxes; and a dragline i s  used f o r  stacking 

t i .  Water fo r  the operation i s  pumped from Ee t e r  Creek, 

k i t e d  States  Sbeltine: Befinina and Minin~  CO* 

The U S S W  Co. operated four dredgea i n  the J?airbanEte d i s t r i c t  i n  196011 
, 

,J'@ 1 Dredge 2 at Pairkmks Creek, Dredge 3 at Chatanika, Dredge 6 at Sheep Creek. 
a h  

and Dredge 10  at Cripple Creek. A l l  of these dredges should complete the i r  

operations within the next three o r  four yepa.  

0 b e r  omra t  i one-. 

During the year there was some proepecting Sfld claim staking on BTue;get 

Creek, t r ibutary t o  Sinallwood Creek. 'P$s Wolf Creek Mining Co. continued 

mining ss i n  1959 on ground leased from the U S W  Co. on Fish Creek. 

Ernest Manrer continued mining on P i r s t  Chance Creek as i n  predoue years. 

Zhe Alder Creek Mining Co. did not operate nor did the Gold Stream Mining Qb. 
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- 
Fig. 13, Dredge 10 on Ckipple Creek, &ripping of barren gravel ham 

been eaarpleted in the aat ahead of the dredge, The dragline 
in the dirtance i r  atripping i n  the area where the dredge will 
complete i t  digging program. 

College, Alaska 
October, 1960 

Robert B. S d e r a  
State Mining Engineer 



Flg. 12. Dragline and 
of Dredge 10 

or be1 t 
pple &I 

used f~ 
sek. 


