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TERRITORY OF ALASKA

BEPARTMENT OF MINES

COLLEGE, ALASKA
Yovember 1li, 1551

ITTHERARY RePORT

10: Leo H. Saarela, Commissioner of ifince, Juncau, Alaska
PR Robert . Saunders, sssociate ining ngineer, {oliege, Alaska

SULJ=CT: Itinerary Renort of James &. Williams and Zobert I, Saunders,
Associzte ilining ngineers, for the meriod Sepienber 25, 1361,
to Cctober L, 1251,

Tais trip was made to exarmine the copper pronerties on Clacier Creek
being proszected by the Alazka Coprer Co. antd to examine a molybdenum
property nsar ‘cCartoy,

Jepbemper 25: I'zirbanks to Co=per Center via Alzska Coachways.

t\\Septenher 26: Lt Copper (enter,
N e spent scme bime going over the records of Hr. Carl Zdin, U. &. Coima-
issioner. In 195 a fire destroyed all the records at Copper Center,
%&50 there are nou 10 records except those reccrded after the fire, e
\j were unatle to get any information from the Lonmuissionerts rccords
‘L;regarding the molybdenum proverty referred te by ¥r. Yhinery.

& September 27: Covper Center to Chitina via the thitina Limousine Service.
€\

N} September 28: At Chitina,

{
Esg Heather prohiblted flying to CGlacier Creck.
2le talked to Al Hcore, a regident of Chitina, who yzars aco staked some
claims on a molybdenun showing near the glacier zt the head of Cenyon
Creek. Rhinehart Berg was in Chitina; after a orosvectving trip in the
Xobuk Iiver i[degion he spent the rest of the sumner working for Howard
Sparks on the “ackowitz antimony property in ths Zawlooth ountains.

Septemoer 29: AL Chitina.

“eather prohibited flying to Glacier Creele,

September 30: Chitina to Claciegr Creek via the Cordova Zir Service. n
In the afternoon we visited the prospect tunnel being driven on the _.Ki'%q
left limit of Clacier Creck just upstrecam from Radovan Gulch.

Cctober 1: At Clacier Creek.

e visited the diamend Arill set-up snd exanincd ouicrows up the mountain~
side acove tne site of the drill holes. In the aiternoon we sgain examined



the tunnel and also some outcrops above the tunnel. The property uill bte
described in more devail in a ssparate repert,

Cctober 2: (lzcier Creek tc ieCarthy via Cordovae iir Service.

Ia the afternoon we exanined a molybdenum prosnect cn Zeropyvry cwntain

avout four miles from icbarthy. ™e made a2 rovgh swvey cof ihe uvnderground
workings and tcok some san:les. EDecause of snew we were unable to see any
zurface outcrove, A separate regort will Le written o describe the pronerty.

Zetover 3: lMeCerthy to Chitina via Cordova iir Ssrvice,
fetocer L: Chitina to Fairbanks.

rhere vas nc bus to Fairbanks tefore Cctoter 7, so we returned home Ly
hitch-niking.

3ince the close of the Kennecott overaticns, Chitina has tecome i '"gihost
towm!'., The town still has a general store, vostcifice, hoﬁel end a pover
plant. ost of the buildings in the town are cwned by £. . tlelson. 7he
vower wlant, & swmall hydro-electric plant on the Lank of the Conper River,
was ouilt oy . Jelson., A tunnel driven under the 1lake 24jacent te the
town provides water to turn the pelton wheel, n)\ N pover is gcenerated
te lizht the commercial btuildings and the hemes of the few neovle still
residing in Chitina,

Suring vhe summer of 1951, a crew of avoul six men, sunleoreR in salvasing
the rdls from the Copper River and Worthwesiern zilroald, btosrded at thne
Chitina Hotel and used the town as a base for tueir operaticns. C(Cther
guests at the hotel were mostly fishermen and vecationers atiracted to the
tewn oy its seclusion and by the natural biauby of the surrownding counbry,

McCarthy, toc, has become a "ghost town! sgince the clese ¢ the kenneccit
operations. I @ gbout ten ycars after the railrcad was abandened, cCarihy
centinued to serve as a distributicn center Zor the lacer mines on Dan and
Chivitu Creeks. Freight was hauled over tne rallroad by & gas-driven car,
then hauwled over roads ty vruck or wagon to the mining caans. Funds for
maintenance of the railroad were provided by the Alaska 2oas Commissicn,
Fresumably the cost of maintenance bec:me greater cach yezr, and after
about ten vears the load Commission ceased sroviding funds, The track is
now impassable, and the rails are being salvazed Ior re-salg, thus ending
all, hones that the railroad will ever again serve the rilning region east
of Chitina.

¥r. Henry Schultz was at McCarthy this sumer working cn a covner orcespect.
Ke did not divulge the location of the prospect, nor did he dssire to
have anyone visit the property until he has satisfied himself that he has
a minable deposit. He has an Ingersoll-ltand J-10 jack hamuer and a Soot-
Air Comoresgor on a wheelbarrow-type mount that he ras taking to the
crospect at the time of our visit.



Mr. 2111 Berry, also aresident of MeCarthy, gave us more information ccn-

cerning the molyvdenum showing that it had been sitzked and nrospected by

Al *:iore. Perry described the denosit as an ignecus ’lka with numercus
(\_small stringers ci molybdenite parallel to the dike wallg, Fe said that
a Al tioore was working on one wide nigh-grade soringer. oefry estimaved that
the dike was 620 £ wide ana thal it mould averaze avout cne-half of one
\u}pcr cent molybdenum. The best way to reach the nroperty is Lo go on foot
Mun the lerge glacier that £1iils g left tribucary of Canyon Creck. Lerry
Nosaidad that there 1g a similar oubtcrop, procavly toe same dike, ¢n the right
lisdit ol Hawkins Clacier atout threc miles tc tae soultheast.
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{{S'Berry alec vcld us that he thinks there is a vein of »adio-active minerals
about two inches wide on the right limit sicde of thne Chitina Glacler. Xe
¢ said ne fouwnd the vien while sheep hunting many years ago. 3By vra ding
A\~ samples frem the vein with coins in chotogranhic iiln he s2id he was avle
W to get prints ¢of the coins. Unfcrtunztely he now hes ne samsles frem that

\\ vein,
N

Sccaruse of the nigh cost of mining and ftransrortation, thcrs wse no mining
cn Dan Creek nor on Chititu Creek this year.

despectiully svbritted,
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Robert i, Saunders

Assceiate lining ingineer
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