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Repori of investigations by Howard M. Fowler,
hssoclete Mining Enginaer, Territorlel Department of kines,
in the Petersburg, Wrangsll, Ketchilan,
and Hyder iMining Distriets, Aleske

Mey 22, - Lugust 186, 1951

May 22 ~ To Petersburg vie Ellis 4Lir. To Louis Dyrdah) prospect
on ¥uiu Islend vie flzske Island sirlines.

Wlay 25 - sn.exemination was made of & lead prospect on the beach,
approximetely one-fourth mile North of the Jack Hungerford lead-zinc
prospect. Tais minerel showing is owned by Louis Dyrdahl, felrloxrd
Peterson, and Oscar Elisen. Mz, Zlicgen shovied the Territorial
enzinzer sovertl samplss of highgrade galene ore in the Juneau Office
end stated that similzr materiel was evideat over & minimum widtn of
75 fset, betwoan high and low tide merk. ¥Fo further stated thet the
striks of ths structure wes such that it 4id not parallel the bhesch,
but instezd cntared the timber.

X Ixaadnaticn of the proapect disclosed that the structure had
a width of from 12 to 14 feet, which wes princeipally of berite, altered
dicbase dlkes, and fine grelned galenz bonds less then 1/8th inch widths
vwithin the berite. Some marrow atringsrs of widths less thun two inches,
and containing sme&ll anmounts of gelera werys found over a fifty to sixty
foot_width, The genera) arsa was princiaplly of dizbase dikes trend-
ing MNorthward, and generelly pavalleling the gelena bearing zcone.

i

Exemination disclosed that the dikes and gelsiz zone rolled
znd re-eptered the bay without at any plzee reaching high tide mark,
Ho furtbsr examination was necessary and ir, Dyrdahl was advised to
drop the prospect.

kay 24 = Rzbturn to Petersburg.

Bxeminaetion of the Recorder's Looks disclosed that lir. Cscer
Klisen is holding 235 clizims on Xuin Island - c¢elled the Xuiu [slend Iode
claims. This ground isg loecsted approximstely one and cne-half miles
NMorth of the Hunrerford Prospect.

Mr. Dave Chmer is still holding the iLiaid of Mexico end the
Texag Lode iiining Claime. lir. Cra P’. 3chconever is holding S cleaixe
on Taylor Creel, Kupreanof Islend.

To lrongell viz Ellia .ir.




hay 238 = Lir, Joel ¥ing is now U.o., Commissioner at irangell,
succseding Wr. Zuret, who was accldentelly killed during the fell
of 1950,

There 1s no present mining activity near .irenzell, Mz, Berg
of Sitka still holds 10 lead-zinc clafims in Berg Basin, but work there
will vrotably be suspznded during 1952, beecause of lsck of avzilable
labor. iir, Walford Psterson has besn in charge of dizmond drilling
2t the property. ir. Peterson reports that he hz2s tean unuble to hire
a ¢rew and that a dismond drill he had planned %o drop into the property
probably will not be uncrated.

Mr. Peterson stated that he would like ar examinztion of a new
showing in thet srea durinz 1951, cnd tentetive arrengements have been
rade for it whorn show conditions improve.

T'o Ketchikan via Tllis idr.

ay 26 - 29,- at Ketchiken on o7ficicl business.

tay 30 - To Londeven Prospect on George Inlet via privete boat,

This prospect ig located near the beach, but hes not been in
shape for en examination beceuse the portal of the Tumnel hes been clossed
by slide materiel for a number of years.

'“he tunnel has been cpsned by Elmer Johnson end Kenneth Pond
of Ketchiken, but it was found that the air in the prospect did not
contain sufficient oxygen to permit entry into the workings. Mr., Jobnson
and Mr., Pond &llowed a severegl month lanse before agaln vigiting the
proverty in the hope thet the air might improve. The visit by the Terri-
torial Field Ingineer, Howard M, Fovler, confirmed the dangerous air
condition reported by the men and showed that there could have been little
or no improvement during the preceding several months.

xaminetion dai.sclosed that it was possible to reach the end of
the over 2000-foot c¢rosscut tunnel, hut throughout the last 300 feet
sufficient oxygen for safe work was not present, It wasg not possible to
enter the approximste 25600 feet of dArifting slong the vein,

Thig proverty is best reported on in U.3.G.S. bulletin 592,
iMlnerzl Resources of flaska - 1913.

Bdecause the portal of this property will undoubtedly be closed
by slides during the coming winter, thus again preventing an examination
of the property for many years, and because the present prospect holders
heve expended considerable work here, &nd are now in nsed of Department
essisbvance, it wes recormmended that the use of the Department oxygen
enparatus be allowad for an exsmination. It, of course, is cbvious thet
the purchese of g compressor and several thousend feet of pipe solely for
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the purpose oI &n examinction is envirsely impracticel. There are no
obther msuns by whieh the property cazn be ventilzated,

The reruest for the oxyvsan crpearatus wes denied Dy the Juneen
office »f the Teptrtment of Linesg, on the zrounds thus tad zir 1s unheord
of in ¢ herxrdrock prepsety, harefore, pleng for the examinction waere
dyrorned. The property holders were so mdvised.

" s 1y
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Yay 31 - To Ceameno Point, Clzvelsnd Peninsula, to examine r. geotgeé\'{
Roberts' sntimony Prosvect. This prospect was formerly owned by

v, Vel Xlemm of Ketchlken. However, Mr. Xlemm died in 1950, 2nd the
property wes sold to M1, Roberts for $500.00. The property hes been
reported on by the U.3. Geological Survey, end by iir. Jack Roehm, of

the Territoriel Department of lllnes.

Ir. Roberts stated thet he bad a contrect to speply entimony
{0 en Hastern buyer but thet the ore must contein 45% mntimony. He added
that on the basis of the U.J3. Geologlcal Survey, snd Department of Hlines
rsporta, he had had no doubt that he could resdily fulfill thig recuire-
rent, THowever, on further dsvelopment, the ore did not measure up to
the assays obtained by the two Covernment Lgencies end it wes necessary
to do considerable uv-grading by handsorbing. The size of the pockets
are apperently larger thanvreviously estimsted, but development haz nod
been carried fzr snough ahead Yo Adetermine their probedbly size,

Wr., oberts has mined an sstimeted 14 tons of ore, end has
severel tons up-gradsd to meet the buyer's specificetions. None of the
ore hes been taken to the beach but Mr. Roberts has laid a plank trail
the one-half mile distance so that a wheelbarrow msy be used.

About one month's work hag been put in by ir. Roberts on the
property, and he has hired a helper for two weeks. Koweyer, he plans to
close the property in = few days in order to work &t a capnery for the
surnmer. He then plens to return in the Tall end complete the mining of
the known pockets, ALY dril)ling is with hand steel st present, but
consideration 1s beinz given to the bringing in of a small 50 c.f.
COMPTressor.,

June 1-3 ~ it Ketchiken due to T.R. 2ook sent from Junegu being unstamped
and therefores not usable,

June 4 ~ A trip was made to Mclean's Arm on Prince of ‘jales Island to

check a reported hematite body about 5 miles from the beach. Although the
weather was cleer, the air wes full of downdrefts which made 1t impossible
to gein end hold any altitude. It was reported that the iron oxide
eroppings should be readily visible from the alr, but one circle over tas
srea failed to locete them. Due to the dangerous flying conditions
present the efforts were not continused.




June § - 8 - To Duke Island to investigate a large magnhetic enomoly
present on the Southeast end of the 1slend. The seaward extension of
thig anomoly is well mapped on U.S.C. and &,S. Chert 8075,

The anomoly 1s particularly strong in the vicinity of Zast
Island to the Southeast ol Dulte Islend. This area was not investigsted

i beceuse of the lack of available transportation. However, examination

of the Soubth side of Duke Island from XMt, Lazaro to iorse Cove on the Last
side of the 1lslend, disclosed a body of hovnblendite with z week megnetite
minerelizetion. Only small amountdg of visible magnetite were present.

Two samples were cut on the beach on the North side of Judd Harbor in the
most promising area located.

sple. ho. viidth % Fe % Ti 02 g p % Hi
HAT-200 10° 13.54 4,24 Tr. Tr.
FF-201 12" 16.25 4,14 0.00¢ Tr,

‘There are no indications of iron or titanium percentages
approaching & commerciel grade ors. HFurthermors, the area envolved is
one of extremely low rellef, thus imposing additionzl prodlems of mining.,
No further investigution is aoparently justified, end no further work has
been scheduled.

June 11 - At Ketchikan on official. business.

June 12 - At U.S. Inmigration Service. Mr, Walford Peterson, diamond

drill contractor for L.C. Berg of Sitka, recuested information and assist-
ance 1in obtaining Canad{an labor for the Berg Prospect near “Jrangell.

U.S. labor is scarce locelly, and Mr. Petersnn cenpot continue his drilling

‘. program st the property without adaitional men.
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U.2, Imnigration advises that considerable red tape is envolved
in importing Canedien labor, and that it rmust be clearly esteblished that
U.S. lebor cannot be obtained., They advised that a communication should
be addressed to sashington, D.C,, concerning the matier, and that, of
course, & considerable time delay would result. HMre. Pterson cannot affort
that delsy.

Jung 13 ~ 14 ~ “eathered in. Because weather condition prevented leaving
{etchikan, the Department of dines engineer decided +to utilize the time
envolved in assisting Mr. Walford Peterson in obb%e ning a local crew for
his schedulad work in Berg Bagin. Thls was purely a courtesy mesasure

‘extended to Mr. Peterson in an attempt to assist him in continuing one of

the few remaining mining operations in Southeast slaska. Two men were
obtelnzd and sent to Mr, Peterson in :jrangell.

June 15 - 16 - On the strength of a fairly high grade sample of carnotits

“ brought into the Ketchiken issay Orfice by Mr. Bert Libe of Ketchikan, a

trip was made to Unlon Bay on Cleveland Peninsula. Mr., Libe reported that

" the sample was found .near the old Union Bay cannery site. Exemination of
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aisclosed no possible source of the semple which contained & large
amount of what appesared to be "bone coal?. 8ince much of the cozl

'. used in the pest in Southeast Lleske was mined in Utah, it aopears

possible that thas semple arrived in Union Bay via & cosl seck. DSeveregl
si&ll piles of abendoned coel were found at the cannery site.

Some magnetive was ohserved in ths Union Bay area and en
exeminavioa of the occurrence in tne future is justified. Plana schedule
prevented the exesination at this time,

Juns 17 - it Ketchiken. sb

June 18 - 19 - Upon tke continved request of Mr. Kenneth Pond and

dr, Blmer Jonnson for assistunce in examining the Lon de Van Prosypect,
an atbteript was mede to borrow the required oxyzen apparatus from the
U3, Coast Guerd at Xetchiken., The efforts met with some succeas, &s
one brsething avparatus was made aveilable. However, 1t wes decided
that the hazard ettached 1o ons man entering the prosp=ct alone was too
great, espvecially since there was considerable heavy ground and caved
erees in the tunnel and drifts., UYor thet reason, immediste plans for
examination of the ground wers abandoned.

Note: During the summer of 1953, Mr.Eoward ii. ¥owler, although no longer
ceonneched with the Territorial Depsartment of [{ines, wes asked by ir,
Kenneth Pond and ir. ®lmer Johnson of Ketchikan, to sssist them in en
examination of ths Tondevan Prospect. O:ygen ecuipment had bsen obtained
from the Juneau office of the Departaent of Mines, but neithsr Mr. Pond
nor Mr, Johnson was femiliar with its operation. '"he assisbance was
grented and an examination of the prospect made.

Several badly ceved arsas were encountersd in the 2000 foot cross-
cut tunnel. The oxygen content of the air wes low tlircughout the erntire
tunael | and et z point 1300 feet in from the porval, a cendls flame re-
reatedly wus extinguisied,

The country roeck in the tunnel consists of banded argillites and
black slatse, with occasionel acidie porphyry intrusives. OSmall amounts
of pyrite =znd hydrozinclie are nresent.

wo thousend fesetfrom the portsl the tunnel intsrsects a North-
South sEriking quartz vein with & width of from 4 inches to about two feet,
and a gerera.ly gsteep dip tc the South. A smell @mount »yrite, and en
occasional speck of galena and scheolite were present. However, drifts to
the Morth and South on the vein were badly caved. To the North, access
could bs gainsd by exercising extrere caution, and by wading hip desp in
water, No minerelization of consequenca was noted. o the South, access
could be gained for only about 100 feet. Heevy ground, ceaved aregs, and




v deecp water back of the caves prevented further sxamination.

Because of the weal mineralizetion present, and the extreme
danger of atzemoting e further examination, work was stopped. MMr. Pond
and Mr. Johngon were advised not expend further monsy and effort on the
property.

June 20 ~ 22 - A trip was made to Sifldan Iglsong et the entrance to

o Portland Canal to examinez a mica occurrence owned by Mr, Frank Blasher ond

o
N

-

partners. The mica occurs in a gnelssic structure in smal) segregations
with no books found over four inches in long dimension. The majority of
the rocks were heavily fractured and iron stained. Nons of the mica vas
of suitable grade for e commercial product.

The examination was concluded when the boat upset and nearly all
Departnent and personnl gear spilled overboard. All Departmeni gear was
recovered and apvparently suffered no damage after thorough cleaning end
drying.

June 23 - At Ketchikan.

June 24 - 25 - Mr, Helmuth {fedow of the U.S5. Geologicel Survey Trace
Klenents Division requested that the Department of iines engineer accompany
his party to Union Bay, Clsvelend Feninsule, to further investigate the
oarnotite specimen found there by Mr. Bert Libe of Ketchikan. Ths trip weas
made on the Geologicel Survey boat “Triton,

Exemination of the area by the Geologlcal Survey crew revealsd no
U208 mineralization present.

The Union Bay magnetite occurrence wss exasined briefly from the
cahnery cove-, snd Norih slonz the beach for approximately 2% miles %o
Vixen Harbor.

The magnetite occurred in & hornblendite and was for the most part
£inaly dissemineted throughout the rock mass. Small local gegregations of
negnetite were observed but the gemples cut were all of too low grads for
possible mining.

The Coast and Geodstic Survey reports magnetic disturbances of

iu58° sast at the small islend 3/4 mile South of Union Point, anéd of 4%0 7°

.. East elsewhere over the water area of the eastern side of Union Bay.

Three samples wsre cut.

Sple. No. Location Width % e %71 % P

HF-202 150'Ta, of Cannery 50! 16.25 4.16 Tr.
Creck.

H{F-203 1st ¢ove South of Grab 16.25 3.46 0.005
Union Point,

HF-204 In Cabin Cove over 250 yds. 24.02 5.56 0.01
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Kf \ There ere no indicztions of a body of mineable magnetite in
this erea. It is, thersfore, not recommendsd that any additional work
be gcheduled.

'/gﬁgy{iﬁé - The U.S.G.2, crew decided to check UxOg possibilities in the
..~ Helm Bay erea, and to contact ilr, Bert Libe while thare regarding the
¢ -Union Bay carnotite. The finsl rasults of the U.5.C.S. verifiod the
k“" sarlier results found by Howard . Iowler of the Department of Mines,

v

June 27 -~ 30 - At Ketehikan of ofricial business.,

July 1 - 9 - On temporary Leave-ofibsence from Depertment of hMines duties.

July 10 -~ At Ketchiken on official business. .
R

July 11 - 12 ~ A quick round trip was made to Hyder, rlaska, via the kb

McKay Transportation Co. boat Eureka, NMr., Sid andersor, U.8. Commissionsr

ot Hyder had requasted urgently that the Depsrtment of Mines come to Hyder

to contact a representative of Mr, Jobn Scott, owner of the Riverside Mine,

before that man returned south. Mr. Jim Langdon, the representative of

Mr. Scctu, was apnarently in Hydexr for only a short time to investigate

the possibility of reopening the mine. The mine, a lead-turgsten producer,

is now one of the more importent base metal producers in the Territory.

) Contact with Mr. Langdon disclosed that Mr. John Scott had declded
", to come to Hyder for a few days soon to cheok into the possibilities of

% Treopening the property. Mr. Scott, a San Franclscu millionaire, has applied
" for a D,M.,A, loan for the property but apparently is prevared to go ahead

- without the loan if Bureau of ilines cooperation cannot be obtained.

. The assistence of the Department of tiines was requested for the
% following program:
1. 4 trensit surveyv to determine the relation or location of
the underground workings to the property bounderies,

e 2. A check of the tungsten possbilities in the present mine
workings.

3. 4 sampling program in the most promising arees of the mins.

4. A recommended program for the Company to folhow in the
prospect for and development of new ore reserves in the mine,
Suggestions for changes in the mill flowsheet were also re-
quested., Tailing losses et this property have been very high.

5. A check of eUs0g possibilities were also requested for the
property.
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Mr. Lengdon was informed that the Department of dines would be
happy to be of assistence to the company and would cooperate in setting
up a suitable progrem for the property. Mr. Langdon was further ad-
viged that & return would be made in a week to the area bulb that an
examnihation near Wrangell vias now scheduled for the next few days.

Subsecuently, &2 return was mads to the Riverslide iine, and the
requested work performed. A complete and separate report and maps of
the property were prepared and a copy sent to Mr., Scott at San Francisco,
California, A copy is on file with the Department of iilnes at Juneau,
Alaska.

A request for an sxaminagtion was also made by Mr. Al Phillips for
the Solo Group of claims on the Chickemin Glacier. This property was
formerly owned by Mr. liarry Thorton of Ketchikan end is known to contain
some very high-grede electrum. Mr. Phillips is now eagaged in trying
to drive a tunnel through the glacier ice in order to tep the vein and
operate the property.

The Department of Mines engineser, Howerd i, Fonler, was latex
edvised that no exsmination of the Solo Group would be necessary as all
work at the property had been abandoned. Sixty-three days work dby
Al Phillips and “alter Herman between Lfay 28, and fugust Dth, disclosed
that a pocket of high-grade electrum ore known to exist under the glacier
hed been mined out by, probebly, Mr. Larry Thornton of Ketchikan, the
original property owner. Very little additional exploration for new
pockets was attempted by Mr., Phillips and Mr. Herman. However, Mr. Herman
gave a resume of the seasons work which included:

A tunnel 130 feet long was driven in the ice wntil solid rock wasg
reached. The tunnel then followed the rock for approximetely 30 feet, at
which point a natural room sbout 700 feet long snd with a grade of 20 to
30 degrees was found. ALbout 600 feet up the room, a quartz vein approxi-
medely 18 inches wide, and containing conslidersble galena wag found.

No attempt to ssmple or explore this veln was made.

A short tunnel, 62 feet long was driven in the ice from the upper
end of the room, Another large room in the ice was found in which the
0ld Larry Thorton rock tunnel was found. This tunnel was 135 feet long
and driven in & quartz breccia, The vein width varied from 4 to 5 feet,
with quertz averaging 2 or 3 feet in width, and gouge averasging about 2
feet in width. Considerable iron pyrite was evicdent a&long the bowndariss
of the old pocket, eand was present in both the ouartz and irn the gouge.
The pyrite extended back from the bounderies of the pocket for 25 to 30
feet, thus making en excellent indicator of the presence of the pocket,
The one known pocket had previously been mined out, epparently by Mr,
Thorton; howeger, Mr, Herman stated that an ice tunnel drive 115 feet
along the top of the vein exposed a small amount of pyrite that he believed
might indicate a second pocket. Work was stopped, however, probably
because of lack of money.
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« July 13 - Mr. Walford Peterson of VWrangell was contected with

regard to a recuested exenminetion near Berg Basin, Hr, Peterson

"' stated the examination was not now necsgsary because further recheck-
ing by him had disclosed that the veln consisted of only = "wedge".

4

July 14 ~ 16 - A temporary leave of absence was taken from Yepartment
of Mines duties for a auick trip to Prince Rupert on perscnal business.,

July 17 - 4t Ketchikan preparing for the Riverside examination at fycéer.

July 18 - Znroute to Hyder.
July 19 - 24 -~ Enpsged in examining the Riverside #line.

(-1
July 25 - A short examination of the Canyon Vein on the Mountain View A
property wes made., Ssveral specimens with decided counter reactions
were obteinad and sent to Ketchiken with instructions to show to
 Mr. Helmuth Wedow of the Geological Survey, now in Ketchiken, and to
o forward the samples to Mr., Leo Saarela at Juneeu. These samples are not
representetive meterisl)l and the eurichnent appears to be the result of
descending waters through the rock fractures. It was feltl, howsver, that
the samples might be of interest to Mr, ‘iedow end the Geological Survey
in their exsmination of fAlaskan occurrencez ol Uzlg.

A\ﬁ.
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The Mountein View Property contains several known acid dikes
known to contain weal U30g mineralization, Although no UgOg mineraliza~
tion approaching a commercial grade ore has been found, it is bslieved
that a closer check of the ares is justified.

=0

July 26 - August 8 - Riverside examination was completed. Report isg on
file with the Territorial Department of Mines, at Juneau, Alaska.

Lugust 8 - Return to Ketchikan via dcKay Crensportetion Company.
August 10 -~ Arrive et Ketchikan,

August 11 - To Relph Finzel 2inc Prospect on south end of Gravina JTsland.

This prospect Ls called the Bald ¥agle Group and consigts of
- two claims extending from the beach northeast for 3000 feet.

T Only a small amoun% of work has been done at the property, end
consista principally of a 3'x7' verticel winze, ten feet from the high
tide merk, and three partially caved trenches alopg the strike of the
minerslized structure., Two of the trenches show a small amount of zinec-
lead enrichment, but the third trench, approximately 100 feet northwest
of the winzs has no visible mineralization. The winze has been sunk on

e
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a greenstone schist containing galena, aphalerite, &nd pyrite, over a
11 foot apparent width, end with a strike of N38°W. The winze is
flooded but reported to be about 50 feet deep,

o The property is not ready for en exemination, and Mr. Finzel
‘.. was advised to clesar his trenches, and if possible, to dewater the winze.
v e was further advised that a samnling progran and survey of the property
would be made atl thet tims.

August 15 - Xetchikan to rangell.

Lugust 16 ~ Wrangell to Junesu.
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CONTEMTS PLAGE

e o

o

Berg Basin Leed-Zinc Claims
Caamano Point Antimony, f
Cleveland Peninsula
Duke Island Magnetite
Dyrdehl, Louis Proapect
Finzel, Rslph Prospect
R i Kuiu Island Lode
Tl Libe, Bert - Carnotite
W Londevan Prospect,
;T_’ i George Inlet
LAl Maid of Mexico
|
!
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\ 1
{ lecLean's Arm, Prince of l 3

Wales Island 4 !

Mountain View Prospect, Hyder 9

e A Riverside Mine, Hyder, Alaska 7
Ftic Sitklan Islend Mica 8 b,
NG Taylor Cresk, Kupreenof Hoen
: Islend 1 RIS
i Union Bay Magnetite 6




