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DEPARTMENT OF M I N E S  
FIELD STATION AND ASSAY OFFICE 

BOX 657 NOME, ALASKA 

October 10, 1956 

TO: P h i l  R ,  Holdswortb, Commissioner of Mines 

FROM: Mart in  Vl.  Yaspur, Territorial Mining Nnginerr 

SUIjJxCIC: F ie ld  t r i p  cover ing  per iod  frorr. As~guat 10 t o  25th ,  1956, in- 
c lua ive .  11lcLuding Lazy Mountain erilver p roapec t  a t  reques t  of 
Harvey Anderson, L i t t l e  Sus i t aa  a r e a ,  Wasilla Beeorders o f f i c e ,  
Houston gas-ail d r i l l i n g ,  and Slate creek ope ra t ion  - l a t t e r  at 
requen t of 30bb E n t t r p r i  BOO'. 

+st 10, 19-56. L e f t  Anchorage at 7 PM in personal c a r .  A t  pal- 
mtl* arranged f o r  Lazy Mountain investigation August 12th. 

a u a t  1 3 t h .  Forenoon at  Commissionera of:Pice examining Mining 
Recording r eco rds .  R t c o r d ~  of  paus ing  i n t e r e s t  noted were:- 

1, No. 1 B:Lack Center & No. 1 White lode claima,  s i t u a t e d  on Clear creek,  a $-5'-as! 
Wolverine creak t r i b u t a r y .  Located by Frank Clark i n  July '53 bu t  not  r e  
corded u n t i l  Marcht55 these a r e  possibly raputed copper l o c a t i o n s  upatream 
frox Lazy Mountain, mrnt ionrd by Harvey Anderson, 

&&.a + 7  
2.Thrae Center Fan and on. Drainage placer c la ims ,  s i t u a t e d  on right l i m i t  
of Knik Gllacies, two n i l a a  below-$nik Glacier  i n  March 1955. 

- 

55<q 
3 .  Proof of  Labor f i l e d  by Lynn and Xaztl Crosby in Sept.  t55,;oovering 30 
placer claim6 on Caribou creek. Proper ty  l ea sed  t o  Wrs and V i c t o r i a  Edvurds 
on Juns  14, 15.5 for 10 year per iod .  I t  was r e c e n t l y  r epo r t ed  that the lea88  
was dropped e a r l y  this  seaaon. 

r*$5,q 
4,  Proci' of L ~ b o r  f i l e d  by Basic Building Products ,  Inc., for 14 gypaifarous 
mineral. clairus on Sheep Mountain, and f o r  3 shale "piaccrl' claima at Mile 67 
on July 29 ,  9955 

dj, (,-! -33 
5. Proof of Labor f i l e d  by Ben Hitchcock on 6  place^ cluimn cover ing  Caribou 

creek frorn Himy br idge  upstream, f i l e d  Sept. 21, 1955. 

6. Proof of L a l o r  f o r  Discovery placer claim, locataci on Watanusks river,  4 
m i l e  aouth of  Mile 63 on Glen ~ i w a y .  Joaegh E, Richardson, owner. Recorded 

7. Location Xet iee  f o r  Black Bear and Black Bear Canter  Lode elairns, f i l e d  on 
j(i65-" 

Sep'c, 4, 1955 by Y r a n k  Clark.  Bo th  descr ibed saVLode I ron" , and loca ted  on 
Clear creek, n t r i 'butary sf tiolverine creek. 

8. Coal. Lease recorded by HarzlY; Edwardao::. Lease2 to Paul Onlin and Rudolph 
Stcrbenz (co-partnera) .  C o d  prospec t ing  permi t  No. 022803, lease& f o r  4 
year pe r iod .  Becorded May 22, 1956, 
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9 .  Shrep Mountain lo.n 1, 2, 3 ,  and 3 place r   claim^ located i n  May 1951 by 
Chria Ida Rera and Audrey 1, Cutt icg .  Recorded June 28, 1956. Claim s i t u a t e d  

opposite  Sheep Mountain Lodge i n  area not conaidered t o  &N have m y  po- .- - 

tsntial value as placer  ground. 
- 

1Q. Proof of Labor recorded by Knute Hordgren f o r  the S t a r  Group (Discovery ~ 1 8  4q 
no. 1 Above & Bo. 1 Below Creek claims,  und Great Hope md Payatre& Benoh 
c=lsins) p l a e r  elsims,  approxinlately 5 milas above confluence of Alfred and 
Cari'bou creakrr. Located on Alfred creek. R ~ c o r d e d  March 26, 1956. 

1 

11. Ralph B r o w  located MCO Nc.'a 6, 7; 8, 9 ,  10 lode claims ( f o r  copper b''xbd 
cmd other minernla) on Ju ly  15, 1956 and recorded July  21, 1956. These a r e  
doubtleas ra locat ions  of claim8 o r i g i n a l l y  located  by him i n  1953 ( o r  '54) 
on the L i t t l e  Sueitna copper occurrence. 

5- b 2. 
k i n g  afternoon trip was made t o  L i t t l e  Susi tna Lodge area t o  g%<- 

determine snow conditions on nor th  s lopes  o f  copper area  i n  upper reaches 
o f  Lons Tree Gulch f o r  Ralph Browne, who hrtd arrangeu gor t w o  Newuont Mining 
Company mining engineers to examirre that mea the following week. 

While i n  tha t  a r e a  several, houra were apent with I d  Eglland and 
Wiles Rice who were prospecting a coppe+molybdenite occurrence 0x1s mile 
nor th  of the Snowbird mine lower c q .  A number of claims p s e p l m e d  t o  be 
staked during noxt few days, and t e n t a t i v e  arrangements wrre,,i;o exmine the 
ishowinga later i n  the eeason. Specimen of the mineral izat ion ware taken and 
firnt to  Anchorage off ice  fo r  analysis. 

Re turned B~:~Pdrner f o r  t h e  night. 
1 

August 12th.  The day was .pent oil inves t igat ion o f  the reputed prfb2 &5 

rsilver-gold disc:ovsries on :Lazy Mountain with Harvey Andorson and wife. 
No t renching had bean done 'b2- then. Fa i r l y  ab-adaat  l t f l oa tu  f r o u  narrow 
quartz a t r i n g e r s  fo r  hundred yards o r  ao along the ridge crest,  which car- 
r i e d  t race6 of malachite and few disseninated  su l f ides  wart noted, which 
was claimed t o  be a m e  material  f r o a  which they M obtained a 60 ox o i l v e r  
assa3 from the College Assax a f f i c e .  14y samples ehowed no appreciab3.t vclues. 
There i s  an old trench ( p ~ g b a b l y  dug 30 yeusa or  more ago) on r idge  creat 
which had not  be~en elsaxled out ,  but mater ia l  on  it^ bank indicates prersence 
o f  a number o f  narrow quartz s t r i n g e r s .  Orrsb sample t a k a  here shsw%d no 
value. 

Beturned t o  Palmmr f o r  the night .  
n 

J $,LA 
Augufi t 13 th .  Mat b l p h  Brome and the two Newmont engineern - La%- 

Richard 3'. Vmrphy arid Roy Beckalhymer ( ? )  -- at 7:30 hi', L i t t l e  Sueiitnu 
Lodge, sa prearrengad. Spent an hour and a htLS discussing the Lons Tree 
Gulch ( L i t t l e  Sunitria) copper occurrences with the&. I t  i s  understood that 
they spent  3 o r  4 days on examination of the occurrenea&.(It  has been re- 



I t i n c r a r y  Report 
Auguat 10 t o  25, 3.956 

porteci that a h e l i c o p t e r  was Saeed at L i t t l e  Suaitna Lodge i n  r&r ly  Septew 
ber for day or two, and i t  i s  bel ieved t h a t  i t  waa uaed by a geo log i s t  - 
p o ~ s i b l g .  aNswmont raen 7 - f o r  a a'cudy of  that area, but toda te  tbt h e  not  
been confirmed) . 

From this  area a t r ip  wae made t o  the oil-gas wo11 d r i l l i n g  oper- 
a t i o n  a t  Houaton. There i t  was l aarbad  that one holm m a  utopged at  3250 
f o o t  depth and t h e  d r i l l  r i g  l e f t  over the h o l e .  A SlcUuuibergor crew hod 
made a survuy o f  h o l e  a s h o r t  time previoulaly, and. i t  i s  understand t h a t  
the hole  w i l l  probably be deepsned. 

A new ho le  being d r i l l ec l  by a r o t a r y  r ig  ma down t o  1400 f e e t  
(depth  obtained wps aaked t o  be kep t  c o n f i d e n t i a l )  . A pocket" encountor- 
ed a few d$,o pz.ttfiously had eauclled some exci tement .  A l i t t l e  gaa waa s t i l l  
~howing,  and a 'Lprasaure '  t e a t  wras being m at time of' v i s i t .  

Seve ra l  hours were spent  a t  t i e  Waai l la  Mining Recordere o f f i c e  
that af lurnoon . 

Theact recordn revealed a marked renewal of i n t o r e s t  i n  the Valdez 
Creek arm, with  fo l lowing  be ing  some of  new l o c a t i o n s  recorded:- 

1. The Eelen No.e 1, 2,  3 ,  4 g lace r  claims l o c a t e d  duns 24,  1956 by Crockott  
Metcalf. S i t u a t e d  on Vafdrz c ra rk ,  2 miles from Gold H i l l .  The Helen No. 1 
adjoins the No, 5 Veldsz Orauk p l a c e r  c laim h e l d  by E a r l  Bott;, VsPasz Creek 
no. 1 and "Xfi p:Lacer claims on Valdez creek at mouth of  Timberline were lo- 
ca t ad  J d y ,  1, 1956 by L. Cof f i e ld .  The above claime, t oge the r  whth o the r s  
previously l o c a t e d ,  are p l a n e d  t o  be grouped f o r  a n J o i n t  venlhurel1, wi th  
plane t o  d r i l l  the ground t h i n  fall a d  place drag l inu  on the  propar ty  next 
year  i f  results just i fy,  Crocket t  Metcalf appear8 t o  th% "prime moverv i n  
th is  p r o j e c t .  

Mdf  ti onal p l a c e r  claims l oca t ed  and inc ludec  i n  abovsr venture, are:- 

Vaduz  Craok No.8 2 ,  3 ,  4,  5 ,  sbnd 6,  two and a half milts &bow 
mouth of Valdez creek, b;y L ,  Cof f i e ld ,  Lyle & P a r 1  B o t t  i n  J u l y ,  1956. 

/ 
13 

Yvonrle 13o.s 1, 2, 3 ,  a d  4 placer claims stake& by Barney and Y v o n ~ c  . (,1, 
Ilocke i n  Juljr 1956, S i t u a t e d  about  1 mile weatur ly  from Gold H i l l  on 6 ,. 
vreat limit of Valdez crack. 

2. The Black Cruek N0.s 3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  arid 6 P l a c e r  Claims were loca t ed  i r ,  Me.f 1956 
by 1,. B, Cof f i e lu ,  Lyle and E a r l  B o t t .  S i t u a t e d  on Black c reek ,  t r i b u t a r y  t o  
Eldorado and l a t t e r  t r i S u t a r g  t o  Vuldez c reek .  

3 .  T ~ Q  5'imberline 110.~ 7 ,  8 ,  9, 1 0 ,  11, 12,  13, an? I4 Lohe Claims were 1- 
ca ted  i n  June 1936 a long  Tira5erline creek vailey b~ i, Coifis lci ,  Lyle  an6 
Bar1 B o t t .  

The Denali "'I and Denal i  No.& 3 and li, Lode C l E i ~ ~ ~ s  were located  by Cof f i s ld  
and B o t t s  Br-sthsre i n  June 1956 i n  Timerline creek valley. 
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Proof o f  Labor was noted t o  have been f i l e d  by Joaeph and Daniel 
Richardson on the Puri1ecit;s Vo.s 1 and 2 Placer Cl.niml~ in june 1956. Loca- 
t i o n  given rta 30 Milea from Mile 135 Blen Hiway but i n  w h a t  direction wan 
n o t  given. 

b e t t e r  da ted  July 24, 1955 addroaacd t o  Fred S .  PI t t i j o h n  and ii \4." 
E. 0. N b e r t a o n  f rom Don Zellwegex was f i l e d  f o r  record, r e l i n ~ u i a l a i a g  
opt ion  held by Alanka Copper Minta on thr Kathleen-Margaret coppar prop- 
erty on the McLaren River ,  t oge the r  wi th  all m i n ~ r a l  claim8 l o c a t e d  by 
Alsaka Copper Kinee in that area. , 

Lease agreement of E .  L .  d r n r t t  (25$), Ruyrnond E .  Plurmn~r 
(12,5$), A. B. Smith (37.5$), and Chs. Hallock (25%) t o  Minor Booy & 
Company, covering 19 p l a c e r  elairno Ln Va3dez creek, brat? recorded on June 
2 9 ,  19.56, 

I t  : la planned t o  r e tu rn .  t o  the Waasila office t o  ~nake a more 
thorougli ~ t u d y  of the Talkestna and Wasilla prec ints  rrcorda. 

& s t  14 th .  From Palmer drove t o  Paxaon t o  make S l a t e  Creek t r i p  
schedul.sd for the next  morning. "13rowsedt' along the  hiway but lrarnrd of 
no a d d i t i o n a l  prospec t ing  a c t i v i t y  except f o r $ -  

1. A1 Ghezzi, Sr. ,  had been f lown i n  t o  a r e a  i n  which he had found the k o -  
b a l t f f  blsorn occurrence by P i l o t  Cleo McMahan. Ghezzi a s  r~pending some time 
at  the  proppect ( i n  the Rainy crmk a r s a ) .  No additional in format ion  hsa  
been receixed to data concerning that occurrence. 

2. .An o ld  copper proapect w a n  r epo r t ed  re:Loeated i n  McLaren rivrr area, a 
m i l e  or  two 'beyon6 the R-M. P, number of proppectors had been aearhl&pg for 
i t  f o r  several asaeons. Eo details concerning the occurrence was obtained. 

& p a t  15 th  t o  25th. Met by Bob Beck at Baxaon morning of the 15Lh, 
t h i ~  period. poau spent  on the S l a t e  c reek  p l a c e r  p ro jec t  o f  Hebb E n t e r p r i a e a ,  

With heavy rafna(md a "lash floodM) p r e v a i l i n g  s ineo  l a t e  
L ,  the plsrcer opera t ion  had b e c ~  further delayed by t a i l i n g 4  carried 

downs trsam fro~l i  Mi l le r  Gulch area, &M:,~&2bo kQWccy?ihf.c p&&a o f  f f ne 
talus sliding; into the gulch from a left lirnit ravine aBout 1000 feet  
upstream from the w e e  at~ipped f o r  mining. They were aucceasful i n  p r e  
ven t ing  the cut froa being filled i n  by working three 8-818 continuously 
for 3 days i n  the creek bril keeping the  tailings moving on out  i n t o  th* 
r i v e r  flat.  

With t h e  water grELiLo draic f i1l .sd :in for Tower half of its l e n g t h  
i t  Waf3 est imated the f lood  p t r i o d  ~ s q u i r e d  moving an a d d i t i o n a l  50- .to 
60000 cubic yards of material during the perio:! from about  Ju$y 2730 .Aug- 
ust 1 4 t h .  

Mining was a t a r t e d  on August l 6 t h ,  using  a 1$ d r a g l i n s  bucket  
on r) f ia lackl insH aet-up. Fron .that date up t o  the 22nd, continuoae t roub le  
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was ewcrianes"vlthmblindingtf  of g r i z z l y  by the abundant f a i r l y  coarse waah 
and bauldere. 'Po overcome this t rouble  mining wara auapendad moat of  this 
pe r iod  t o  change spacing of g r i z z l y  rails; by I 1 t r f a l  and e r r o r n  a sa t iu fac -  
to ry  s o l u t i o n  was mude by -bat 24th. Suggeat:Lons and a a a i s t a n c s  was given 
them on this problem. 

As a d v i c ~  on nclaawupff procebdtlres was a p r i n c i p a l  reason f o r  
my visiting the property,  a clam-up wgls 4 s  on August 22nd sf the  4 head 
nlu iee  boxera. Volume of ma te r i a l  put th roughl the  sluice at intervula dur ing  
the preaeedfng 7 days  waa limited. t o  an estimated $00 to 600 cubic yards, 
ss mining d i d  n o t  cover  more than z($ pf time t h a t  waek duo t o  grizalypxoblsm. 

Thia grave l  ma takan f r o m  top of  the 12 t o  15 f e e t  of the pay horizon, and 
ve%use ~rrr.2 'largely thin ,  flat gold that  probably was not  saved in gravels 
mined in the e a r l y  days upetreani, and had hean carried t o  lower end of S l a t e  
creek gulch d u r i n g  f l o o d  period8 aince then. 

The abundance of heavy concentrates euggests t h a t  clean-ups w i l l  
have t o  be made more frequently than i a  thc gene ra l  practice. To tlave on 
cleanup t i x ~ e  i n  the future the plan of pu.ll.ing riffles i n  uppar borsa and 
~hovalling material into a narrow s l u i c e  nst ktongaide w i l l  probably be 
followed. 

The amalgamation plate was cleaned tan& recondi t ionad ,  and the 
gold rook generally prepared for uar. 

With the  S l a t s  creek p r o j e c t  behind ~ c h ~ d u l e ,  Mr. 3 e c k l e - $ h  
(and request) t o  make a t r ip  t o  the Middle Fork Kining C o q a r q ~ s  ground, 
s i tuuteci  8 m i l 8 8  t o  the weat  of Slats creek:, and make a study o f  that w e e  
with undsrrjigned, that Grip had t o  be c m c e l l d .  

A m a t  25th. Returning t o  car parketi at Paxson that  noor1 arr ived 
S.n h.lchora,& at 9 PI;, 6 topping at number of' p o i n t s  on the m y .  

I n f o r m t i o ~  received l a t t e r  pa r t  o f  September rgpor t s  t h a t  the 
S l a t e  crsek ope ra t ion  f i n a l l y  got  underway few d w s  after my departure, ami 
that i n  15 dwa sf ateacly opera t ion  a p p r o x i m t u l y  $75,000 waa produced, with 
em &ldit:ionab underterminad mount  of f i n e  gold  to  be rewovered from the 
f i n e  concentrates. This  r e p o r t  has n o t  bean confirmed a6 y e t  by the oper- 
a t o r ~ ,  but  on basia of calculatsa valuea by Go ld f i e ld s  Consoldated fo l lowing  
the i r  d r i l l i n g  that section of the property in 1940 i t  i s  ent i re ly  possible 
that product ion  may have been Iuade. 

Respec tfuI.15; subni t tad, 


