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Tra-felled t o  SSkapray i n  A.M. of 12 April  and 
e w n e d  s;hotJjng on A ib i l l  No, 2 rad ioac t ive  c l a b  t h a t  a f t e r -  -. 
noor.. 9li .s 172s the  onl;r shoving ava i lab le  because of snow 
condit ions,  contrary t o  what I had been informed, and though 
'it was t h e i r  main hope, it i s  t o o  mall. .to be s i s i f i c a n t  as 
exposed t h u s  f a r .  The par tne rs  a r e  determined t o  d r i l l  it, 
thougk, so I d id  not try t o  discourage them too  mch .  A shor t  
r epor t  on t h e  prospect ~triU be forthcoming as soon a s  poss ible .  

Kad e Long v i s i t  zt supper time trith Cyr i l  Cope ,  
mayo?, >:no informell no  t h a t  sever21 L o c d  prospectors had more 
prospects,  a d  he spec i f i c a l l y  requested t h a t  I re turn  i;o Slsagway 
t o  he lp  out t h e  v e ~ i o u s  i rLdividuals  when t h e  sn0r.r i s  gone i n  l a t e  
June or e a r l y  J u l y .  9e brought up -t&e question of t he  !l!aiya V d l e y  
being vi."c'ndrw.m t o  mineral en t ry  when t h e  AZcoz, project  was under 
considerzt ion,  bwi; na.: t h a t  t h e  p ro j ec t  ha& been apparently 
abandoned,  at could be done t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  land t o  public domain 
s o  t h a t  it, could be prospected, now t h a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  prospecting 
i s  high.  

Later  i n  t h e  evening I gave two ARC men explosive 
handless exaras 1,410 had appl ied  last year. They were not long 
on powder experience but had received suff ic ien% cozching frm t h e  
l a t e  Barry Bates t h a t  they e r e  able t o  :pass t h e  exam. Their 
navles are Lynn I!. Ackerman and C?.iff ord IF. Matthews. 

k z r i v e i  i n  Haines l a t e  i n  t h e  morning, A1)ril 19 .  
9 went out t o  t he  Lut& road job being done by Ramtad t h e r e  ul 
ap:plicant f o r  an o ~ ~ i o s i v e s  hand le r ' s  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  G, C .  Stevenson, 
tras workfng, and inspected t h e  work. He was busy loading out a 
round t o  be shot going off  shi9"c. H i s  work tras neat and business-  
l i k e ,  and everything w a s  i n  o r d e ~ ,  no excess po~kder or  caps, no 
ap:parent unsafe pract ices ,  e t c .  Gave t h e  exam t o  him and Bud C .  
S t i U i a n  that evening i n  h i n e s .  Stevenson i s  m old  hand ttnd 
q:pazently a good man. 

That afternoon, I d s o  - & s i t e d  Ross Hevel, U.S.  
Conmissioner, who agreed very gl?.dly t o  send i n  copies of' t h e  
actual. l o ca t i on  c e r t i f i c a t e s  an6 a f f i d a d t s  l i k e  we have been 
t-r;irizg t o  t e l l  hb!; t o  do by l e t t e r .  He acted most gracj-ous and 
coogeretive a l ~ o u t t h c  ~ : z t t e r .  



d Office I  emo or an urn . Territorial Department of Mines 

7:o : Bii i3. Roldstrorth P ~ ; c  2 Office : Jmeau 

From : James A.  W i l l i a m s  Date : April 23, 1956 

Subjea : ITIKERARY REIaRT - SKAGWAY AND IUimS, APRIL 18 t o  20 

On the  morning of April 20, ,the plane tras l a t e  
ge t t ing  off t o  Juneau, so I had time t o  give an  explosives 
han6l.er1s exan t o  D m  M. Taylor who had ~ r m t e d  t o  take it the 
night before but couldn't. He is  i n  a supervisory capacity on 
the Ramstad job, and during the course of the  conversation .r.hUe 
t h e  exam was i n  prog:ress, he mentioned t h a t  they had M had an 
accidental explosion l a s t  winter i n  a wumn-up shack. on the job. 
Tt seems they were keeping yowder and caps in t h i s  K ~ E L C ~  it 
caught f i r e .  Foxtun2tely no one was near when it blew. Taylor 
mentioned f'urther t h a t  the powdey man previous t o  %evenson had 
been :fired f o r  general worthlessness. :C did not pursue the 
mt te : r  fur ther ,  thinking the man had been a shod-timer azld 
probably just  up from t h e  States without a ce r t i f i ca t e .  However, 
on my return t o  Juneau I learn t h a t  the former discharged powder 
mun had been writing t o  the n>L complaining about t he  new man 
(Stevenson) being hired without z permit and d a m d i n g  samething 
be done &bout it. The m e  of the cmgl.ai1lc'u1t i s  Henry Reuss 
of Sutton m d  I find -that he carr ies  EI-I #h8, having been passed 
the exan wLth a grade of 78, given by Wiley Robinson. Had I 
knom these f ac t s ,  I waild have investigateci t h e  matter on the 
spot ss t o  why he was f i r e d  a,nd why he did not report  the  above 
mrm-up shack violat ion or do samething ab0u.t it. Possibly 
t h i s  man's cer t i f ica%e should be suspend.ed o r  c:mce.lled. Be 
s ta tes  i n  h i s  l e t t e r s  -t;o t h e  TDL t ha t  he was  not powder man at 
the time the  shack blew up. Copies of h i s  correspondence are 
being made fo r  our f i l e s .  

Returned t o  Junez?~ shortly after noon, 20 April, 


