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TERRITDRY OF ALASKA

DEFARTMENT OF MINES

JUNEAU, ALASKA

10 July 1952
ITINERARY RRPORT
7O Phil R. Holdswarth, Commissioner of Mines
FROM: Jamep A. Willtams, Associate Mining Hngineser

SUBJECT: Pield trip by James A. Willieams through the Cordova,
Veldez, and Seward Recording Precincts, June 16 to

July &, 1952.

A field trip wes made by the undersigned through the above
precincte during the period of June 16 to July 4, 1952 for the purpose
of visiting and exmamining three copper properties in the Prince
William Sound ares, & stibnite prospect on Kenai Peninsula, end such
other work in the areas visited that might be deemed worthwhile.
Properties investigated or examined were the Alaske Copper Oorp. at
Port Fidalgo, the old Threeman Mine at Landlocked Bay, the Beatson
Mine at Latouche, and the K & T stibnite prospect at Kenai Laks owned
by Williem C. Xnaack and Dick Thomas of Seward.

16 June: Juneau to Cordove by Pacific Northern Airlines.
Upon arrival at Cordove, information was given by the Cordove
Alr Service that thers wee e boet et the Alaske Copper Corp. property
at Port Fidelgo with which the people come to Tatitlek to pick up
supplies which the planes leave there for them. It was assumed then
that the boat belonged to the Corp, end would be available for the
trip across Fidalgo to the Threemap mine, and no eir trensportation
was arranged for other than a charter direct to the Alasks Copper
Corp., cemp on the following day.

It wes learned at this time that Cordove Alr Service makes
& thrice-weekly mail and pesesenger flight around Prince William Sound,
but that they will not land st eny place other than the scheduled stops
without being paid coneilderadly extra. The first scheduled stop is et
Tatitlek, end the fare is $13.00. %o have the plane stop &t Port
Fidalgo, you must pay them the $13.00 plus $20.00 extre for a "gervice
charge®, elthough Fidalgo is on a straight lire between Cordova and
Tatitlek. With the excess engineering equipment, it was seen that a
charter to Fidalgo would be more economical for two men than the
regular flight, To avoid excessive freight costs, the freight and
mail for Fidalgo must be picked up where the plane leaves it at
Tatitlek by & boat from the camp. This sort of treatment by the
eirline seems unnecessary and certainly is not encouraging to new

operations attempting to make a start. It is one of the Poorest



examples of bush service seen by the writer. There is an excellent
beach at the camp that will not demsge the planes' floats. Merle K.
Smith is owner end maneger of the Cordova Air Service.

While in Cordove, information was sought on eny possible
setivities at Katalls in connection with the planned oil exploration
program. Apperently nothing was started yet. One or two nen were
reported as being there, but that is all.

Also while in Cordova, the writer obtained shipplng rates
for ores and concentrates from the local Aleska Steemship Compeny
agent. The present rate from Prince William Sound to Seattle is
$9.00 per ton for ore or concentrates of a valus up to $60.00 per ton,
and there is e 25% increase in the rates for every 100% increase in
value of the ore or concentrates above $60.,00 per ton. Added to these
rates is a 15% surcharge and 8 $1.80 per ton wherfege charge at Seattle
to the Tacoma Smelter. However, the agent steted that if the shipments
were largs enough, no doubt arrangements could be uede for betier rates
end for unloeding at the smelter rather than in Seattle, He did not
gquote demurrage rates., Another source hes quoted demurrage at $1300.00
per day.
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17 June: Cordova to the Alaskm Copper Corp. Operstion at 4é

Port Fidalgo., The locetion is in the Valdez Recording Precinct.

Upon arrival at the camp, it was learned that the boat being
used for ceump commmnication and freight hauling was owned by the canmp
cook, Joe Rock. Arrengements were made with him for trensportetion
to the Threeman Mine at Landlocked Bay on the following evening. A
short time after the agreement was made, his dog broke a leg, and
Mr. Rock immediately set off for Cordova in the bost to take the dog
to & veterinarian, promising as he left to return from town the follow-

ing day.

The lower drift of the mine vhere the diamond drilling is
being done was examined., This project 1s being finenced by a DMEA
loan, and the holes were plenned so as to enter & zone which waes
supposed to contain ore according to the results of a resistivity and
self potential survey by Schlumberger, 7Two holes and a part of a
third had been drilled into areas that had been indicated as having
the highest potential of the ore zone, but the cores show only slate,
with very minute quantities of pyrite in one hole, 80 it appears that
the program mey be a failure. At any rete, the geophyeical survey
can no longer be regarded as having any value, The lower drift is
rather barren, but the upper ones show more mineralization. A brief,
separate report and mep of the property will be prepared at a later
date,
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Mr. Chuck Herbert, manager of the operation, was not at the
property at the time of the visit. Two men were the working crew, the
diamond driller and helper. Equipment being used was ell nsw, includ-~
ing a Joy diemond drill, Joy 210 foot compressor, small Skajit double-
drum hoist, and duplex rump. As 2 matter of interest, the drill and
compressor had Sulliven neme plstes that hed been painted over, so it
appesrs that Joy haes taken over the Sullivan plante. In spite of the
newness, trouble was being experienced with leake developing in the
radiator and fuel tank of the compressor,

Safety conditions were good with the exception of the driller
not wearing & hard hat. He sald he would pub one on. A large first
aid kit ie kept at the camp, which is only o few minutes'! wallt from
the working face, The camp is & partly rebuilt cebin being used for
the mess house end & large tent for sleeping.

18 June: Went through all the 0ld upper workings of the mine.
The timbers are holding up quite well, and most of the sfopes are
Btill acceasible, A falr amount of copper mineralization is evident,
but the ore shoots have apparently been stoped out. The country rock
is mostly Blate, but bedding is difficult to distinguish =nd the ore
control is not evident, except that the ore appeared to be where the
well rock is maseive end not where it is mashed or distorted and
crumbly. There is over 500 feet difference in elevation between the
lower level and the lowest of the upper levels, a rather long distance
to attempt to project ore bodies under the circumstances that exist
here. It is presuwed by the writer that the reason for drilling so
far below the known ore bodles wes that 1f the ore did not extend
at least that far, there would not be enough for a profiteble operation,

The cook did not come back. We atiempted to get a call
through to someone for transportetion, but the radlo frensmitter was
epperently not powerful enough tc reach anyone. Thies is actuslly a
queetion of safety, also, where a camp is completely eut off without
communicetion or transportation, but ths coek did return with his
boat several days later.

June: Still at Fidslge with no way of obtaiming trans-
portation,

20 June: In the morning, walked to Irish Cove where planes
sometimsg fly through and laid out & sigr and bullt e fire to attract
a pllot's ettention should one fly that way. A mail boat came to
camp at noon to deliver some groceries that Cordova Air Service was
suppoged to heve delivered the previoua week, and transportation was
obtained on it to Landlocked Bay. The charge was $22.50 for this
7 or 8 mile trip, Prince Williem Sound seems to be & reglon of high
priced transportation. The boat is the "Sirenf and the skipper and
ovner is Pete Nicholeff. 1t mekes a trip around the Sound twice &
month and is based at Cordova. He agreed to come back and pick me
up in four or five daysa.



A
2l to 25 Junes Examined the Threemsn Copper Mine at Land—’<9%-53¢
locked Bay. This property is also in the Veldez Recording Precinct.

It was found that there are seven levels in the mine, but
the three lower ones were inacceseible. The open levels and stopes
were sempled and mapped wherever one could go with reasonable safety.
A surface Brunton and tape traverse was run to tie the portals together
for an mccurate composite map. Twenty-two chennel samples were cut
in the mine end three more in a pair of nearby adits of uncertain
ownership.

It doee not eppear at present {without calculating from the
finished mape and assay returns) that anything like the reported
200,000 tons of 3% ore is blocked out as reported, However, mineral-
izetion mostly in the form of chalcopyrites does extend nearly -through-
out the mine, the highest grade of which is in narrow, rether inconsistant
bands or shoots of nearly solid sulfides. Diemond drilling should show
up more wore lowgrade material. The ore control seems Lo be within
the minor shears that are within the major shear sone trending NW and
dipping NB. Much highgrede was found on the dumps as & result of the
hand sorting operation and a large portion of these dumps could
prodbebly be milled profitably, The writer estimates the dump content
could be easily #%. In checking the geology of the neardy vicinity,
it was noted that sulfides are widespread, even appesring in primery
greenstone. In fact, this appears to De the best mineralized area
the writer has been in to date. The possidbilitiee of a falr-sized
lowgrade milling operation here are good.

It is the writers belief that the Werner Gabler peaple
should be adviged that an application for an exploration loan rather
than a production loen would be more practical, 1f they can obtain
& suitable option type of agreement with the owner and that they
should start proceedinge soon. The operation would slmost certainly
have to be a milling propoeition rather than a sorting and shipping
operation as before. A Beparste report complete with mape will be
Prepared as soon s the time is available.

The buildings, bunkers, and dock are compleiely rotted away,
and there is no mechinery or equipment of eny kind on the property.
The place was apparently stripped after it closed down.

Besides visual obmervation, the extensive mineralization of
the area is further dvidenced by the many mines and prospecte shown
on the USGS map in Bulletin 605. As diacussed with the Commjssioner
of Mines earlier, & well-planned large-scale exploration program would
Probably show up enough ore bodies in this area and sround Prince
¥illiem Sound to warrant a central treatment plant. With this sort
of a setup, copper mining could be profitadle again, and still further
exploration would be encouraged.



Three more channel gamples were cut in a pelr of drifts at
tide level which are shown on the Ba 605 map as owned by Feter
Steinwetz. Bands of sulfides here were noted as being rich in
pyrrhotite and they were considered es belng a possible soursce of
nickel and cobalt.

26 June: Left Landlocked Bay in the evening aboard the
mailboat YSiren.? Dropped anchor in Irish Cove for the unight.

27 June: Arrived in Cordova at noon. Cordova to Anchorage
vie PNA. 8Since there is no flight direct to Seward from Cordova, the
flight to Anchorage was necessary at this time.

Just prior to leaving Cordova, & Mr. Dan Fitizpatrick
iniroduced himself and etated that he~and George Anderson have &
copper prospect at Unakwik Inlet from which samples assaying 6 to 8%
copper had been teken, and that he wished an examination., According
to FPitspatrick, the prospect 1s located se shown in the following
sketch, the showing on the east side of the inlet being the one he is
most interested in, (he claime that it cen be traced for a long
distance) and the one on the west side being a possidble extemsion of
the one on the east,
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An egreemsnt was reached with Fitzpatrick whereby he was to

pick me up at Letouche on the lst of July with bis fishing boat and
take me to his prospaect, snd I would make the exemination.

On errival at Anchorege, the Threeman samples were deposited
et the Assay Office where thsy were to be processed and pulps sent to
the Ketchikan Assay Office.

28 June: Anchorage to Seward via Christensen Air Service. .

A
29 June: Investigated the K & T prospect at Kenai Lake 45/1

owned by ¥William C. Knasck and Dick Thomas of Seward. Iranspertation

out and back from Seward furnished by Mr. Knasck.

It developed that no one hed done any work on the K & T
property yet this year, and because of the late snow condition, the
best part of the antimeny vein (in & steep gulch) was atill covered
by deep snow, and another part of it wes covered by slide and could
not be located. Aer & result, an insufficient mamount of the formation
wage exposed to allow one to form any conclusions. However, two channel
samples were cut and photos were taken, and & very brief report will
be prepered on this prospect. The description and appearance of the
property make it look promising, though, and the writés: recommends
another visit there at o time when assurance can be obtalned that
the ground has been well gpened up. This problem was discussed with
Mr. Ensacl, and he agreed to see that it wes done before asking for
an examination again. He also gives full consent to the meking public
of any information thet we wigh about his preperty. The country rock
is 2 poor grede of slate and the veiln appears to be & fairly consistant
8111 of igneous material (reportedly andesite) impregneted with antimony
end varying from 189 to 24" vwhere seen, The mineral crystallization
is not that of pure stibnite, but what other important mlneral might
be included 18 not known at the moment. Samples have been sent for
identification. ‘ 7414

Kk

Information was obtained of the Twe Jime Mine operated on
Surprise Cresk in the Eenal Lake areaz by Jim Dunsmire snd Jim O!Brien,
two old~time pertners. It is an unusual pleser drift mine and is
reported to be the only active operation in this part of the Xenai
Peninsula. It consiste of about 1500 feet of horizontal tunnel
running upstream and starting in glacial till, It progresses through
the glacial material into an underlying pre-glacial atream depesit
and finally reaches bedrock where good pey was found, The pre-glacisl
stream deposit is reported to be e yellow gravel and muck, and both
this end the glacial materiel are so tightly packed that no timbering
has been reguired. A water line has been laid to the working face,
and the material is sluiced through boxes where it is excavated and
the tallings are apparently carried on out of the tunnel by the water.

At mile 26 on the highway out of Seward, it wes noticed
that a road cut to be blasted had been drilled, the holes loaded,
and the wires to the electric ceps were connected so that the circuits

were completed except for the addition of the blasting machine.
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1 was informed that this practice of loading holes, conunecting the
wires, and leaving them unguarded for long periods of time before
blasting with traffic pessing at times alnost over the top of them
has bPeen standard practice on this road since consiruction first
started two years sgo. It being Sunday, none of the construction
people were available to talk to about it. The contractors on this
particular section of the highwey are a condine of the firme of
Manson, Osgood, and Balvorson Comstruction Companies, and the
supervising agency is the Bureau of Public Roads.

On July 4th, a Mr. Bdwards of the Manson Counstruction Co.
was on the plane with the writer coming from Cordova to Juneau. The
explosives matter was brought up, and Mr. Edwards stated that their
loading crews are very limited, it often takes two days or more to
get a group of holes loazded, but that they did not necessarily leoad
them as soon ag they were drilled. It developed from the conversation
that Menson Construction Co. is doing a reoad Job in the Ketchiken
area, 80 it 1s assumed that they are the same firm doing the work
where e similar circumstance was observed by the Commissioner of Mines
earlier this year. In the interests of public safety, it appears
that a regunlation controlling the above practice should be put into
effect.

30 June: Weathered in at Seward.

R Received corregponding storlies from three local amateur
prospectors of & man who had been in Seward a short time before with
& rich sample of carnotite four or filve inches in diamster. They

8ald it was a definite sulfur-ysllow and caunsed & violent reaction

on a Geiger counter. No one knew hls nams for sure, but one of the
men thought 1t might be Walker and had gotten the information that the
deposit was approximately 70 miles north of Anchorage and that the
formation hed e width of a2 little over 20 fest. If this information
is eccurate, i1t seunds like a better radiocactilve deposlt than anything
found in the Perritory to dete., The sources of this informetion
begides the ebove-mentioned Mr. Knasck, were Russell Norten, Box 36k,
Seward, and M, H. (Bi) Sidener, owner of a local drugstore in Seward.
A request wes left with these people to notify the Department immediately
1f they learned anything further or if the man heppened to come to
Seward agein.

Y
1 July: Seward to Creb Bay via Scenic Alaska Air Service %éfﬁ
and Crab Bay to Latouche by halibut boat. Investigated builldings,
machinery, and workings of Beafson Mine at Latouche.

Scenic Alaeska Air Service is compoged of one Seebee flown
by B, C. #Piny? Trekowski. He hes done extensive flying in Prince
Williem Sound and 18 reported to be the best pillot to engage vhen a
charter flight is necessary out of Seward. The water at Letouche was
too rough to land on when we arrived, so we landed at Crab Bsy, across
the chanpel, and the trip to Latouche was completed aboard & helibut
boat,



At Latouche nearly everything is in bdad condition. The
mill buildings and bunkhouses are all collapsing or will collapee
goon. A few photographs were taken of the buildings end headfraus,
and if they twrn out well, will be added to this report later.
Practifally all of the machinery, including the hoiste, crushers,
Deisels, turdines, boilers, flotation agitators and motors, etc.
were sold and shipped to the Cascade Co. of Seattls lang ago. Four
8 x 8 Hardinge conical ball mills remain that wers used very little
and could probadbly be used again. PFive Marcy cylindricel mills about
4 x 8 also remain, but are unfit for further use. Two drum type
vacuum filters sbout 8! wide and 10' in diameter are still set up
in the mill and a direct heat, oylindrical rotary drier about 4! in
diameter and 30' long &lso remains. These probably could not be used,
though, and all the plumbing and belting ie gone. Flotation cells
ninus agitetors remein, but they would not be suiteble for use now,
Much usable timber could be salvaged from the buildings, but the
buildings would heve to be rebuilt. In many places, the floorboarda
have rotted to the point that one must be careful where he steps &0
as not to fall through. The headframe over the main shaft is
collapsing and some of the concrete foundatlons ars breaking up.
Most of the track rails are either nearly rusted away or missing
completely. No usable ore cars could be found. The dock is in fair
condition but would have to bde rebullt or well reinforced for heavy
use,

The mill flow sheet apparently ran as followss; Ore was
hoisted from the shaft and dumped into the bin over the primary
crusher which was immediately adjacent. Primary crushing was done by
e gyratory crusher end secondery crushing was done by two Symons cone
crushers. Then the msterial went into the Marcy ball mills with retura
circuits, then into the flotation cells from which the heads went inte
two thickeners. From the thickerers 1t went to the filters and then
to the drier and inte concentrate bins from whiech it was hsuled by
rall tram to the bins at the dock where it was loaded on the ships
by belt conveyor. Crude ore was also shipped. It was furiher noted
in the mill that the msterial had to be elevated between nearly all
of the operations.

The underground works are mostly under water. The waber
level is Just below the main edit which 1s Jjust below mill level.
The main shaft passes through this edit and the ore was all hoisted
from below. It is a three~compartment shaft, one for man hesuls and
two for holgting ore. The timbering appears 1o be in fair conditiom,
elthough some of the lagging is gquite rotten. The adit was entsred
to a point bYeyond the shaft where water was daumed by a fall. The
glory hole was partly full of water and no portals around or above
i1t could be found that were not caved or covered with snow. The
Ladyemith worlkings were also vieited, but not entered. This ore body
is quite soft and required an excesslive amount of timbering, so it
was not coansildered wise to enter any of the adits alone unless for a



more urgent purpose. All surface structures here are in ruins. VWhat
could be seen of an adit from one of the portals did not appear to be
to0 badly deteriorated, however.

Some of the mill information wes obtained from Pete Hjort
who worked in the mill, but does not remember the details too well,
Antone "Tony" Zuanich, who worked underground, also still lives at
Latouche and ig reported to be & very good source of information on
the old workings. He was gone from Latouche on a short vecation at
the time of the writer's viei¢$. Probadly the best source of informa~-
tion 48 to correspond with:Mrs. Hazel Leonard, Poastmistress of Latouche.

There is a small commnity at Latouche which consists of at
least six persons the year around end several more during the summer.
Nr. Wallace Bailey has purchased the surface righte from Kennecott and
1s endeavoring to start e year-eround sees food packaging industry
there wnich will sell directly to the Alasken consumers. At preseat
he sells ice and balt to fishing boate and buys and refrigerates fish,
The enterprise is called the "Latouche Fish and Cold Storage Co,!
and is assoclated wlth Boothe Fieheries. Itinerants may obtain food
and lodging there with Mr,.md Mre, Fred Riker who operate a family
style hotel service. Adir mweil service is three times weekly and the
mail boat stops twice monthly. Radio communication is maintained
with Anchorage.

The refrigeration and ice plent are in the old power plant
and are operated by mn water wheel on the end of an eight-inch wood-
stave pipe line. A similar pipe line and water whesl operate &

30 KVA light plant.

2 July: Latouche to Cordova via Cordova Air Service.
By the afternoon of July 2nd, Den Fitgpetrick atill hed not shown up
at Latouche, though the agreement was for him to pick me up there on
the first with his boat. Upon arrigsl of the meil plane, the pilot
sald that he had seen Filtzpetrick in Cordova on the preceding evening,
80 I declded to fly to town rather than wait longer. Upon arrival in
Cordove, several people told me that Fitzpatrick was still in Sown,
though I could not locate him at his hotel or elsewhere, The girl in
the airways office bhad heard the informatiorn that he had had a
quarrel with his partner about their property. I finaelly left a note
for him at his hotel telling him that under the eircumstences it
eppeared that he hed lost interest in an examination of the prospect,
and gave him my eddresg in case he wanted to write to we about it.

3 July: Awaiting transportation in Cordova. Could not
obtain & seat on the PNA plane going through to Junean, Still saw
nothing of Fitzpatrick.

Obtainsd a story from Wes Kennedy, manager of the Wirndsor
Hotel, that the Departwent of the Interior intends to make = National
Park of the Wrangell Mountains. If this is true, the proposed park

would ne doubt include large areas of highly mineralized country,



and would retard or prevent the devedopment of these areas. The
Departwent of Mines and a1l other interested sgencies and persons
should watch for this move and be ready to iry to counteract it.

4 July: Cordova to Juneau via Pacific Northern Airlines,

Respectfully submiited,

JAMES A, WILLIAMS
Associste Mining Engineer
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1, View of Latouche from the dock,

20 Headframe and will buildings at Latouche.



3¢ Marcy mills in foreground,
Hoist house in upper left.

e View of Latouche mill from
tramway to dock.
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Fizuve 8. Locations of Fitzpatricic's two prospects
end tue Four=in-One prospect.

Map adapted from U.5.G.b. quadrengies.

Scals; 1 inch sguals & niles.



