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Cinnebar on Canyon Creeok, tridutary to the Seventymile River,
e wentioned in U, S. Geological Survey Bulletin 872, THE YUKON.
TANANA HEGIOM, ALASKL, by J, B, Mertie, Jr, 1937, and in Territorial
Department of Mines Pamphlet No, 1, STRATEGIC' MINERAL OCCURRERCES
IN INTERIOR ALASKK, by Henry R. Joestingz, 1942, In past vears
e few prospectors heve worked on Canyon Creek attempting to find
either a placer deposit in grevel baras along the cresk or a lode
deposit in the headwaters of the creek, A prospector (now dea
ceazed) from Eagle reported that prisr to World War II he had
recovered eppreciable swounts of cinnabar by panning one of the
grevel bers in the creel, In 1942 he accompanied = U, S. Geol=-
oglcal Survey party to Canyon Creek to show them where he had
penned, dut new gravel bars hed been deposited lr the canyon
and the bar frow which he hed recovered the cinnadar had bgen
otther removed or dburied,™

Fleld investigationsg for the Department of bdMines in the
Seventymlle hiver region in 1955 provided an opportunity to visit
Canyon Creex and 8bialn gsome information abowt the cinnadbar oceurra
ences there,

Canyon Creek smpties into the Seventymile River at about
64° 561 N latltude and 141° 49! ¥ longitude, There is a trall
avpout 30 miles Long from Eagle to the mouth ¢f Canyon Creek; the
first 15 milea of *trail from Eagle is & good tractor traill, but
the remzining 15 mllec 18 & foot trail whick in places ls neprly
obgcurse, Tre tractor trall coauld be exiended to Canyon Creek
wlth no great difficulty. The Sevantymile River 1s navigeble

*Irom conversation wlth Rovert i, Chapman, U, S, Geological Survey.
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Tor small river beats upstrean ss far ag the moutr of Canyon Creek,
Ay Crooked Creek, about five miles downstream from Oanyon Oreek,
there is & laading strin cuitshle for suail atreraft, The landing
strip, lowever, 1s on the north side of the¢ river so that 1t is
necessary to have some msans of crossing the river in order to

gev from there to Canyorn Jreek,

Canyon Creecx is about three miles long. The ereek Tlows
through a steep~walled camyon, which, tirounghout most of ita lensth,
1s about 20 feet wide at the hotton. In July 193 theréd was
still lce left in places along the floor of the canyon. On a
low ®ench near the mouth of the crsek there was a gravel ber 1lying
on top of vegetatiorn; this var eppeared to have been deposited
in the spring o¢f 1955, apparently each year the ppring floods
creat® numerous changes in the unconsolidated deposits on tive
canyon floor eroding the existing gravel bars and depoeiting new
ones, These annual changes would prevent the'formation of a
continuvous placer deposii on the creei, and they would also explain
wny the prospectsr who mccompanied the U, 5. Geological Surver
party to tue creez in 1942 failed to find the grawel bar on wkich
he hmd previously found cinnabar.

Mr, doin QOleen of Eaglie has spent gome time prospecting on
Canyon Cresk, Ee has been unbuecessful in trying to find the
bedreck source of tihe cinnabar, and hig work has led him to belleve
thel the cirmmaper has been reconcentraved frog an old channel in

& pre~existing dreinege pattern, and that there is no bedrock



source in the headwaters of Canyor Creek. The only other cinnabar
occurrences reported on tridutaries do the Seventymile River,
however, are on a tributary to Mogul Creek that heads near the head
c¢f CGanyon Creek, and it sesms likely that 1f the cinnabar came

from an old channel the occurrences would be more widespread.
Several pebbles of cinnabar from the cresk vere ohtained from

Mr, Olgen. An agsay by the Territorial Departiment of Mines

Aggny Offlce at Cnllsze showed that those pebbles contalned 48.33

per cent mercury,
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