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Cinnzbzr en  Gwen Creek, t r i b n t a y  t o  t h e  Sevent jmile  River, 

i e  men.tioned i n  U. S, Geological Suney Bul l e t i c  872, Y U K O L  

TANA:?k. BXGIOIT, ALASKA, by J, 33.. l t e r t i s ,  Jr  , 1937,  ~ l l d  i n  Territorial 

Department; o f  ;dines P m ~ h l e t  No. 1, SEGT2GIC ~ 3 1 1 ~ ~  O C m m C E S  

I!J4 Ih'FIXIOII W U ,  by Harry R. J o e s t i ~ ,  1942. In past pears 

s few prospectors have worked or. can;von Ckeek attempting t o  f ind 

e i t h e r  a p lacer  deposi t  in gravel bzrs  along t h e  creek o r  a l o d e  

depos i t  i n  t l i o  h e d v e t e r s  of t he  creek. A prospector (now deu 

ceased) f r o m  Eagle reported that  gric~' t o  world W a r  I1 he had 

recovered a2s rcc iab lo  monntn sf c imabz r  b;r pamicg one o f  thd 

grevel, b m s  i n  the creek. Ir. 1942 he accompanied c W. S, Geol- 

ogical Sul'~e!7 party t o  Canyon Creek t o  show them where he had 

psmed, but new gravel bars hed been deposited 1.n the canyon 

m d  the bar f rou  which he ha1 recovered t h e  cinnabar h d  b ~ e n  

ei ther  rmoved or buried,* 

Tie16 i rves t iga t ions  fo r  tile Dqpart:mnt o f  Biines io the  

3event:milc .ikiver yegion in 1955 proTrihed an opportimit;y t o  v i s i t  

Caqvon Creek a d  4bid.2 some i n f ~ r r ~ a t i o n  a b o : ~ ~ ~  the cinnabar ocmrrb 

ences therc. 

Canyon Creak e q t i e : ;  i n t o  t h e  S e v e n t p i l e  U v e r  at abw~& 

64:' 56' F Lati tude and la0 49' U lor4tu&e, B e r e  i s  a trail 

abaut 30 ~tli ies l o n g  f rog Eagle t o  the  mouth cf $anyon Creek; the 

f i r s t  15 : : , l e a  o f  t r ~ i l .  from Eagle is a goo5 tractor trail, but 

t h s  rsIzirArig 15 xi ie t ;  is a. f o o t  trail. W ~ L C L  in ? laces  is ne,rly 

obacurs . W e  tractor traii could be exhndod t o  Zanyon Creek 

wi l ;> .nog , . sea td i f f ic~J ty ,  T h e S c - ~ ~ n t g n i 1 e a i v e r i s a a ~ g c ; b l e  

"';4'roin co~veri js l t ior ;  d t k  Eabcrt .,;. Cnayrnm, 7 ,  S, G e ~ i 3 g i a l  S~rve,j-, 



;or. amall river  b o a t s  u p s t r e a  as far ar; the ;noat> of Cqvon Creak. 

A: CrookeC! Creok, tC~o-..t f ive  rrile s uotms tremi f ron Oan:ror, Creek, 

there is e P=&ing s t r i g  ~ n i t ~ 3 l e  for ~ z , z l i  d r c r a f t .  The EmAix 

a t r i 2 ,  however, i s  on tile no r th  s ide  of t i le  r i v e r  s9 that i t  i s  

necessary t o  have s o x  n;w;.s 3f el-ossing the  r iver  in order to  

get f r o n  %hero t a  Ca~yor. :reel=. 

b n y o c  Creek i s  about three  nile:; lo,ng. (!reek flows 

tkrsugh a s t e e p w i l l e d  caqvon, which, throughout ~ o s t  af i t s  l e rg th ,  

i o  aboat  21: f e a t  *de at; t h e  bottom, i n  Jirly 1E55 therb. was 

s t i l l ,  ice l e f t  in >laces d o %  the f l o o r  o f  the carn,von. 01; a 

i ow  bench near the mouth o f  the creek there  was a gravel ba l : , r i r g  

on t o p  of vege ta t ioc ;  this bar ~ p 2 e a r c d  t.3 have b e e 3  G q o s i t e d  

it: the  spri.rs o f  1955. q p m e r t l y  each yew the  qring f l o o d s  

meat6 numcrroas cnanges ir. the unconsolidated deposits o n  t$e 

carqon floor eroding the exis t ing grave? bars and deposit ing new 

ones. The~e annud chznge; w o a d  prevent  the fo rna t ion  of  a 

eontinnous placer deposi t  on the creek,  and t hey  would also eqla5.n 

why t h e  prc)a._aectrjr who eccon~aniei!  the  0. S. h o l o g i c d  Survey 

party t;c tiie C T O Z ~  ir; 19.42 f s i l e d  t o  fin2 t h e  gravsL bar on w k i c ' l  

he bud previously i"outlri c i n n ~ b a r .  

Mr. 2 ti20 Ol een of E a ~ i e  has 8per.t soze t i ~ e  prospecting on 

Cangon Creok. G c  has bees na~uccessfal. in t r y i n g  t a  fird the 

b & r x  6 sollrce o f  tile c i x i i b a ,  and. his w o r k  has Le.5 hiln to be l i eve  

t h ~ t  the oim&ar her, been r e ( ? - ~ n c e n t r a t c 3  fro@. a,2: o l d  c h a m e l  i n  

E ~ x e - ~ x i s t k ~ g  c i r z i n ~ e  pascern, an5 that there i s  no bedrock 



soarce i n  t h e  hosdwatcro of Ganyoc Creek. The on iy  o they cinnabar 

occurr encee roparted 03 tributaries ho the Sevent;lr;lile Mver , 

however, see on a t r ibu ta ry  to i40,d Creek t na theads  near the head 

cf Canyon Creek, and it seems l i k e l y  that  if the c i~ rmbar  came 

fron an o3.d channel the occurrences would be  more widespread. 

Several. pebbles of c innaba  from the creek uere  obtained from 

1 4 ~ .  Olaen, 8.ll assay by t h e  Te r r i t o r i a l  Departrfient o f  Maee 

Assay Office at College showed tha t  those pebbles  contained 49-33 

per cent mercury. 




