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November 3, 1955 

TO : ?hi1 R. Holdsworth, Commissioner of Mines ,L+ 

FEIW: Mart i n  W. Jasper,  T e r r i t o r i a l  Mining dngineer 

ST33JE;CT: Reconnaissance fLight over the.8onan.za Creek drainage a rea ,  
an e a s t e r l y  t r i b u t a r y  of the Mulchatna Niver, Lake Clmk 
Quadrangle-. 

This t r i p  was made a t  request - of P i l o t  b o n  ( ~ a b e  ) Alsworth, 
Por t  Alsworth, Lake Clark set t lement,  with Arthur F a  Daily. M r .  Alsworths 
objective was t o  c a l l  a t t en t i on  t o  the  gold bearing gravels present i n  
the area - e spec i a l l y  on t he  nor th  fork  of Bonanza Creek. The area  has 
received some a t t e n t  ion i n  t h e  past from progpectors, and a d r i l l i n g  
program had bsen planned some years ago bu t  never ca r r i ed  out ,  The r s l a -  
t i v e  remoteness of the  sec t ion  has been a handicap. 

Bonanza Creek, heading i n  the  west hal f  of the Bonanza H i l l s ,  
t r averses  an a r ea  of low r e l i e f  and mature topography. Fron the a i r ,  the  
creek and i ts t r i b u t a r i e s  appear t o  be entrenched i n  s t eep ly  dipping 
sediments - s l a t e ,  a r g i l l i t e s  appear t o  predominate. The creek bottoms 
appear t o  be genera l ly  wide - estimated from the a i r  a t  300 t o  1000 o r  
1500 f e e t  widths. Bench gravels  appear t o  be extensive i n  the area of 
Bonanza Creek. 

Sept. 19, 1955: l e f t  Port Alsworth a t  9: 25 AU i n  4 place 
North kmerfcG Navion with P i l o t  Alsworth, h i s  mechanic Mike Vandegrif, 
and A. F. Daily. 

Route followed was up the  Ki jik Hiver f o r  6 miles,  thence through 
a low pass t o  point just west of a lake ,  about 2 miles in  length near ths 
headwaters of t h e  L i t t l e  Mulchatna River. fiom t h i s  l a t t e r  point t h e  course 
was northwesterly t o  the shor t  lovrer canyon sect ion on Bonanza creek. Two 
ci:rcuits  of t h e  drainage system Go t h e  e a s t  of the canyon wore made. 

Returned t o  Port Usworth  a t  10:25 AX. Weather was c l ea r .  -..----------------- 

Left Port  Usworth  with P i l o t  Alsworth i n  t he  North American 
iJa.vion a t  10:4:5 AM. Arrived a t  X e r r i l l  F ie ld ,  Anchorage, a t  12:30 Fld. 

Route followed was through Lake Sla rk  Pass, a s . pc t acu l a r  
scenic route! 

Respectfully submitted, 

T e r r i t o r i a l  Mining 3ngineer 


