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This i s  a follow-up of t h e  m i t e r ' s  report  of t h e  same t i t l e ,  

F i l e  No. MI: 96-2, dated March 1955, concerning a search of Ibeck Creek 

on October i, 1951;. Subsequent correspondence w i t l ?  b e .  Joe Tbach made 

it seem advisable t o  make another search f o r  h i s  old copper prospects 

on B e c k  Creek. Accordingly, a second reconnaissance wzs made of t h e  

creek on Sept,ember 24, 1955, but  again with negative resu l t s .  A t h i r d  

attempt i s  not recaamnended. 

A s  before, a handing was made on t h e  small lake (named "Ibeck 

W e "  by t h e  m i t e r )  with t h e  Cessna 180 of Cordova Ai r l ines  p i l o t ed  by 

CaJ. Nard of Cordova. Elevation of t h e  l ake  i s  about 350 f ee t .  The 

loca t ion  i s  i n  t h e  Cordovn C-4 qu&angSe, l 5  or 20 miles northeast  of 

Cordova. Geographical coordinates a r e  145"25' 11 longitude and 6O037-1/2l 

N l a t i t u d e ,  M r .  A r t  D a y  of bkiami Copper Co. accompanied t h e  wr i t e r  on 

t h e  reconnaissance. 

When a copy of the  repor t  on last year's sezrch was sent  t o  

Mr. Ibach, he rep l ied  w i t h  more m d  d i f f e r e n t  in formt ion  than given 

previously, and marked 011 %he repor t  ma where he now remembered t h e  

prospects t o  be. Since t h e  loca t ions  giver, t h i s  tiroe were fu r the r  up 

t h e  creek than before indicated,  a 2  fulrt'ner up thcr, .%he m i t e r  had 



semched, i twas decided t o  t r y  again. For the  record, a copy of Mr. 

Bath s bet te r  and a copy of the map from l a s t  yeart  s report  ( ~ i g u r e  1) 

with h i s  i n f o ' m t i o n  on it are  attached. Figure 2 i s  a new vicinit;y 

map mEtde .l?rom an a e r i a l  photograph obtained since the  first t r i p .  

The recomaissance was made up the  creek bed, except fo r  

short s t retches where the  banks were too  steep, t o  a point well beyond 

where Mr .  Ibach h a i c a t e s  the  upper vein. On the  way upstream, the cabin 

was found where he remembered it t o  'be, thaugh now only a few rotten logs 

remain, and the rusted remains of a forge and a few other metal objects. 

It was also found t h a t  the  locations of the  two t r i b u t ~ l r i e s  a s  marked 

by him on the previous map were subs.t;antially .correct. The cabin i s  a-t; 

a, elevation of 635 f e e t  and the upper linit of the  recollnaissance was 

at 850 f ee t .  Returning downstrem, .the search was conducted between the 

creek and the  bot'tom of the  slopes on the  l e f t  l imi - I ;  s ide u n t i l  the cabin 

was again reached as shown i n  Figure 2. 

Flout was carefully watched a t  a31 t h e s  fo r  evidence of copper 

mineralization or  sulf ides ,  but none was found. In f ac t ,  no indication 

of ore mineraliza-tion of any kind was found. No t r ace  of veins, adits,  

dumps or any signs of old workings was discovered. AU. rock faces at 

creek leve l  were careful ly  examitled, though there were few. Along the toe  

of the l e f t  limit slopes above the  cabin the surface was a.l l  covered w i t h  

t a lus  or overburden, and no expo.mes of rock in place could be found. 

!The ad l t s  may be buried under t h i s  s l ide material. 

The 300,-foot band of greenstone mentioned i n  Mr. Ibachls l e t t e r  

was not i n  evidence, tinough greenstone was often encountered i n  tne f loa t .  

Other rock types of the area are greywackes, s la tes ,  phyl l i tes  and a 
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cherty-appearing material.. Occasionally a fine-grained basic rock t h z t  had 

weathered a l i t t l e  reddish was observed. The v u e y  f loor  i s  mostly s l ide  

rock (or  t a lus )  and @ a c i d  debris through which the creek has cut t o  

w r y i n g  depths, leaving benches of mconsoli.dated material  on e i the r  o r  

bath stream limits. mere i s  no place in the vicini ty  Mr.  Ibach indicated 

where a prospector would drive a tunnel under the present geologicaL 

Because of the accuracy of M r .  roach's mernory on the  locat ion 

of the  cabin m d  the t r ibutar ies ,  there  i s  no doubt as t o  the  general 

Location lseing correct. There i s  no doubt, either,  t h a t  the tunnels were 

driven as he says they were, and t h e  evidence could eas i ly  'be covered 

and obl i terated i n  t h e  intervening 45 or 50 years. But i f  there was or ig i -  

na l ly  some good copper mineralization, it seems almost :'bmpossible t h a t  some 

t r ace  of it would not be found somewhere i n  the area. Whether the w r i t e r t s  

conclusio~is on t h i s  l a t t e r  point a re  r igh t  or wrong, it i s  ~eccxumended 

t h a t  the  Department not engage i n  a t h i r d  search of Ibeck Creek Tor the  

old Ibach copger :prospects. 

James A .  Wil l i ams  
Ter r i tor ia l  Mining Engineer 



C O P Y  

P h i l  K. Hol.dmosct;h 
Comissioner sf Mines 
Juneau 

Dear Phil: 

The creek Looks natural enough, Seems funny tho i f  tha t  picture  
was taken f r m  a plane thy it does not show the  creek I have drawn coming 
in to  Dach Creek f r an  the  vest, opposite the  tunnel. Also looks as tho 
Scottu Glctcier has shoved out instead of receding, as  I remember the  face 
of said glecier  vas almost due east  frm the lake. %en l a s t  there i n  1913 
there was about 300 yeards of granite outcropping i n  front  of the ice ,  There 
was a blazed - t r a i l  over -that on the r ight  side going up. Keep on the  r ight  
side u n t i l  you came t o  greenstone formation then cross .the creek valley about 
200 yds, ~ m d  i n  the hemlock timber abcrut 100 ft . back we b u i l t  a cabin 14il.6 
ft. F'orge, & i l l s ,  anvil ,  and a l o t  of other junk was  l e f t  there. Altho 
it was strongly b u i l t  of hemlock and whipsawed lumber f o r  the roof and f loor  
it may have caved In ,  Anyha?, i f  you f ind  t h a t  you v i5 l . l  be on the r ight  creek. 

I t ' s  about 15 minutes walk f r m  the  cabin t o  where the tunnel. is. 
Follow the  creek and the vein sticks out l i k e  a sore thumb. There i s  several 
f e e t  of tunne:L op:posite the  cabin i n - t h e  greenstone, The vein on the divide 
between Power and Ibach Creek i s  a t  abaut 2200 Pt. elevation. Never did EUIY 
work on it. !be main outcrop i n  the  creek i s  300 f't. elevation, and can be 
worked any time of year. In lgU7 Rarrington and Storm, two Geologists and 
assayers f r r m  Valdez, explored the  vein. There was 60 f't. of tunnel ana 
crosscu.t;s. They chipped across every six f e e t  and it assayed $32.50, $2.50 
i n  gold the  rest copper. With copper and gold as of today should be d o s e  
t o  550. I t ' s  a13. so l id  ore and it don't take much t o  make a ton. We did 
not abandon it on account of a shortage of ore a s  it was just  as  r ich  in 
t he  face of the tunnel a s  where we star ted,  Trcuble was money t o  carry on, 
Could I turn back the  hand of t h e  I sure would be there,  for i f  there i s  
not a mine there you can pasf; up Gravina Bay, Fidalgo Bay, 3odLder say, 
Sheeps Bay, and &La the  other Lumps and &ringers along Prince W i l l i a m  Sound. 
There i s  a three foot vein of sulfides about halfway between Scotts and 
Sheridan Glaciers abmt  three miles back of Bear Lake. There are several 
gas seepages i n  Bear Lake. Yfy be swamp gas. There are whitefish i n  the  
lake and if you leave a l i n e  se t  i n  an airhole  overnight there w i l l  be just 
a skeleton on the  hook by morming. When it gets  around zero the ice  bulges 
over the gas seepages and t o  see scme fireworks we ~rould punch a hole and 
l i gh t  up. The flames would go up 1 5  or 20 ff;. I have marked on the chart  
where two of the  l a rges t  were. As t h i s  i s  not a novel w i l l  close, Rex 
Beach used. to say i L 1 s  easy t o  t e l l  when a f e l l e r  is get t ing old--he gets  

Kind regards f r m  bfhz and Joe. 



FIGURE 2.  I b e c k  C r e e k  V ~ c t n t t y  M a p  
snowtnq  r o u t e  f o l l o w e d  1n searching for  old 
X D ~ C ~  p r o s p e c t s  ir, 1455. 

A d u p i e d  f r o m  aertal  p h o t o .  



FIGURE I. Information added by;)*e Ibach 
to w ~ a p  from prev \ou3  repot*, 
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