e

TR - VIS Tl
C Arer Yuwon 2

TERRITORY OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF MINES

AGSAY OPFICE
COLLEGE, ALASKA

! if/“*”g‘/’i

5

".ﬁ iy
.\A o r
| »
NNJ » #
hY n‘. > .
LA
? .
G
\

/]\/an\.--‘)‘ - //3% 7./,* A

-— (U/v,_)

| | z ('7 /"- !’lu«_ .At/.)(,c,i// ‘

7z
-
%/ ;)J;.,/ )q
/ —_— 77 5“ _/ /( /?{c 2~ //ﬁ\\
JS— N NPT



Territory of Alaska

DEPARTHMENT OF MINES

Assay Office
College, Alaska

INVESTIGATION OF THE REPORTED GOLD DISCOVERY
N
AT "FISHWHEEL", ALASKA AN

(Cirele Recording District)

by
A. E. GLOVER
1949



Prve
Srman Ty ’ 1
Introduction - 2
Loecation ~ad Aczessibility 3
Phygicol Features A
Geolosy ~na lliner~longv ) 6
3edrock 7
Unconsolidated Sedirents ' 9
G:1ld ] . 10
Incident~l Observations 13
Clzim 3taking 12
Prosnecting 4

General . 15



SUTLARY

Tr alicit thie £h23s surponndine thae tusstisnable Y-nlA-rush" ot Fl~hwnes) | an

the Yo Vvyer £1~%3, nerr Fort Yulion, al-slz, the Territori- 1 Tanariment 22 iidnes

condvated ~ Tonr-A-v field investi~ntiaor,

Mong Imreortint mnzgeg of the 1f72ly have bssn s0 abszanred »had eco'i2atald hy
n~roctical jokes ~nt ovhasr ecunlly u%%ftunﬁte rretors, that thov will pev-in Fovever
the pudbiact oo s egul~tinn,

So for "9 caﬂld ne deternived, tne tntal value of nlacer #nll, 2l-imed to n~ve
been disco&eved. 214 vindleh muet be considered le-itinste dilzcoveriez vntil “roven
othervidge, ~onnts to ont 8ix or sevem dolirs. The anlv 4olf fonnd, axcludiag £1loux
golA, nas on oy obtrined from the surfaece of the strenm bed,- brass hhs been £rund
vith o it. Drhevner holes nnve, to rdnts, yielded no encovaronanat,

Goolasicndly, tiers annears to be no justificntion vor =ny erywmectnnacy thof com-

merei~lly veluable »old mlacer denoaits exist, Hell-trnvelled wliacer nuseets raeover-

ed freom the strewm-bHed wonld ceem to have been ~ccidentally "irxans»lantad", either by

human or nturnl nrocesses, nr both. Transnorisation by ice, particularly ~neror-ice,

d/'o Ari bu *!'OH
play have contributed to 1ts tEansseetetieon; z2n aversse river gradiesnt 27 muvout zix

inenh2s ner mile z2nd current sneed of Tour miles ner hour is insvilicient tn ~ccornlish

1t alone.

surface muast avw=it the outecome of test drilling., Shorld the Arllling »nroduce dis-
cournsinz results, as is exnected, then the true exnlanation “or the nresence of the

discovery nuzzets will wnrobably remaia - mystery.



ITRODUCTION

O Octoher 21, 1249 the Foirbanks newsnapers ~nrenred coat»inins » brief nrticle
concernine tus ranorted findinz, on October 12%h, of nlsear 6l on th: ~xle ~nd in
tae ooz of ~ fishyneal belon:iny to the Juimes Cﬁrr51l fa2ily o2 Fort Yulon, Al~skn,
vt o sitnantad in the Uairon River obont tuenty-ftuo niles wnstrean Troa thet villace,
fhz anticle nnd for its source of informition o letter from .irx, Gilbert Lexl, rosd-
nouse omerator in Fort Yukon, Anted October /4, 1949 and addressed to ;izuriece Smith,
renorter for Jegsen'e ‘jeekly, of Fiirbanks, alaske, I, Lord and as-oclates ob~ted

whnt “rere nrobobly the first cleims, on Cetober 14th ~nnd 15th., These werae recorded

2t the Civele Recordinr ollice on Oztober Lléth,

HEnin the next F&° dys the loc2l and stoteside radio »nd nress save tha avent
wﬁch rublicitr; radio recording instruments, movie camerts, ~nd navermamer renoriers
wers flovm %o fine zcene of the discovery, tozetner with the voneuard of Fairbnks
nrognectors.

A% noon on Ogiooder 24th, ~Tier carefully weighins the stories emrnating fron

the scene, ~2ainst a cursory xiowledre of the «eology 2nd pavsioaravhy of ths ~rea,

the F=irboniks resresentative of the Tervritorinl Denmortaent off .iines, art flover,
isened 2 short item to the remulor locesl news chaﬁnels, inalyine tunt the renorted
ngtriey might be arsiiiciz22 yather tian reel. Shortly thereafter, on Ociober 26th,
the nuz.iets, nurnorted to be tne orisinnl Adiscovery, were sent %0 Fairvanks -rhere
they sere exanined by . Richard Raglé, Professor of fGeology =2t tiie Universit: of
Alznekxa, 2nd Art Glover, 3ssnyer for the Territorinl Denartment of ilines. Sone were

found to ve brass, tie rest were zold. Additionrl stories of the findinv of other

nuegets continued to cron un but these generally nroved elusive trails to follow,

2l ~ ~s . N \, 3 iy
Simultaneouals =it the Usother 27th newsraper 2ccounts of the findin> th-¥

come of the mwiets viere brassg, ocvvenred the Commiscioner of liars! statement ex-

nragging zreve cencern over tl.e uijustlfied excitement 2and ~rovrin: rromortinons of

the stammede. A further statoneat by Glover aavenred at the sare tine, exnresszine

2]

the onininn that "the cup.osed gold ~lacer defies all the necessary fundamental re-

¢

| ]



snirenents of 2 naturnl col? nlacer',

s

G+ Toooner 28th the Crmnigscioner of Jiines instructed tiie Denartqent ol Tlines

1=

'

renrazentative in Tmirbanks 4o visit the seene of The "ligenverv' deterniine whe
f-ntz, 50 for ~g w0ssible, ~nd wnrevn:ve n reocort thereona, artins unon these instruc-
tinng, the riter Loft Tairdanis on Cletober 29%n, vrith llen Ai:skx drline, flvine
tn Tart Tukon whers 12 remalined an 24ditlionnl day mtlering 2nd evaluatine inTorma-

tion, Cn Sctober Blet ke wme flown from Fort Yu'on to Tishwnzel, 'riere the iaves-

ti2tion ~—e continuzt, Ie rebPurzed to M-irvbants on tihw evanint of "ovember leth,

The Alssovary sitz2 and resuliant canm un.: received thz ua-oflicisl name of
vt eromesl ) Alasi, vinieh nome will he used bherdhin, Tor smke a4l sonvanienc:, Other
naiaes; newly colned bhir the eamn o2 anante wnd i=d in tiids revord, are "Mingovery

Izl~nA" 2ns nCLiTton Slounn™ (3=2 ilav A4).

LCCaTLtil D ACUE3ISTILITY

Although the orirsinal discovery occurred ~t the Chvroll fnilyts fighrheal, =ad

two other nug -ets tere rerortedly Tound ~bout two miles e Hrat loc~tion, tha nyer”
all arez subject to «tal:ing durins the resultent stammede incluries ¢ strir o land ~nd

water about fen or tuelive niles lone by about three miles wide. Discovery Isl-nd iz

ronraly in tne centor of this strin,

1 1s shtunted near tne couthrest bhony 07 the Yulran Hilver b oo
nodiat e qgvofim milee nmeriver (S,3.) Trow Povth Ynbon, aud Fartyeons milez Agim-

river (1. /,) Jrom Cireie (aot Cirngle Fot Gerinss),

-1

‘ne 1c1l7nd ig one nile don¥,

Pormfenhorad el el hle moree tamn 0l o mile vrive ot it widwst voint, I s
Alsbiacndrac e Jeer oSiors Do w0 windaley by oou oeasb-ovest glow b thich,) 2t zone

oRorne o Yy viter, ~otuX)ly Advwidec tie delond Ja two, Tre fishvheel, aron whéhh

te 204 i o 38 n veye heen Alcscovered | wus zihr w83 obhovt aidvgy olons tht sl

(]



Oicdn wuoring senmaerz wbout Dizcsvery Izinnd but “las axtenig about ol milas

Lo

arTuTety Tad Tovroor fiya nilee Aowastran, oz A danisy of etodirs sme doasget on
N vym N o~y S - Ao i~ A . ) N~ 3 - Ay laeny A - . ‘.

Easm omdalond odslonda ) 0t alanshz ) clons Bha tandhveest haat, or Jefh1imds, ot

Ineracsing anaag? o ¢lning mwars balns ghol-ad oa She onnosite oonlt) ar pisng-TEmig

Af sre Tettan Rivew ) Sovowsr, ond il is wroonhle St foare nov onatr ba o lmact i enns]

Wwhher an eithar s5ice

Tta moin eomm mpar wd arineincl Tandineg girie dg on SLiTEa Slonsh) ar o wedhawn

1g nver fres 130 ag in

Aan tre Sgrmstresm e of fFant rmter couvrse. SLiThon 31

1)
A
i
33

J

Lenstl 2ad it rengh Lies omnosite thaz aout

Ny on o4 rmadens s Hoathy wiite ond Tntive) ogenny Sammorery fent

Aictates, nd twe dianarged % Intevyslz an and Ao e vivar,
D onhe g oer, the vesjon is mngh rendils msceesssiyle T ohond travelidng phe

Tinn Qlver, Tutvien Hrrenbu—tern milez alzgmah, 13 fre zlogsst willooce ~nd mpanlr

voint,

Durzinr tha »riutar monthas, Fizkwheel is nz2e2sgible hr dov—tern or ca Yoot Tron
Tort.Wwzon or Glrale; thi old estrdlirhed Cilrele-Fort Ynlon tr-il Follawsg - rothern
et line south of the viver

dir aerosas froven svmrmrplond, sloughs, “nd Tth_, netween

@

those tro noints. Small, single-encine eirver: £t from Fort Tulron or Frirbsnlz sen 1and
eattiously on the freozen surfaces of meny of the river sloushs, chonnels, and exnosed

bars., Tas cons is 2uont ong hour flvins tire fro. Tairhoaks, or fea innkzs fronm

aton,
PUYSTCAL FaLTU S
The Ficivheel ~rez lies well worsurp tihe center of the nrest, 1%, 2nd Tenture-
lesg, ~1liaviom-711led mgiy besrias the name, Tokon Fletg,., The Yukon Tlots ermnrice

Z 7ach lavland wasinn srhaadine somelf0 to 200 miles in cn enst-wast Airecticn, 2nd



from 40 %o 100 miles in width, astradale the armtic Circle, hetveen lonmitude 144

Ae raea »nd 140 2rorecg, The Yu'-on River anters this basin Tram the 1oy Mills seuth-
erst AT Cirele, Tlove in =~ br-ided, nesndering, ever-chnarin: nefvor™ oFf ghnnnels,
slov~hs, 2nd islandeg, in -~ northwestgrlv Airsciion to thue vicialtr n? eyt Tolron ~nd

+~

$he routh of the Porenrins River, winich enters ron the northenss. At this »oint,

ot

ha Yu'an changes ite course to 2 southwesterly direction ~nfd trovels 2nout 120 miles,

nvar the s5ome ¥ind of terr-in, to enber 2nd eut throush the Hilly conntrv ezxst »f the

oy dost 2
y AT 2L
K]

Ranart ~ren, T2 oleoces, the river, iaeludings its slourhs 2nd ehzonsl

(1]
0y

~
=N

-ridsh of ten to Tifteen miles or more,

Througnout this »ort of its 2ovurse, the banvs nlene tlis river ~re acmmosed almost
entirely oi muck an& gilt derozite, with admizéd vezeh~l mutiar ~onA ocensinmil thin
lovers of aravel ~ad sand.‘ The height of the danlzs verles in aczordance nith the
stoge of the water-level, of course, out dﬁriﬁg tne nresent investionticn, the Tson
vmag ~t the lowest store ever %norm, cccordins to the pecollection of old~timers, ond
at Fishvheel, the averags ank height then wos nbout ten Teet. a7 nlac2s nttained 2
heisht pf more then fourteen or fifteen feet above the river level, 2nd thesz ore
neurlly ensily identiriable by the sood arovwth of snwrace, cotton-wood, an& willoyr, thot

thrive there, beyond the rench of flood-vrtery and driftine ice mnsses, The 1ar

trees seen measured ~bout sixteen td twenty inches in Airmeter.

Wore tarn htlf of the =re~ in the vicinity of TFishwneel lies helor the ten to fif-
teen foot maric, and is subject to flood-vmters 214 tef damasine eviects of driftine
lee, lany of the islands are ~laozt entirely devold of vegetation while nthevrs ore
"zanalmed” only in olnages, uéuﬁlly on the unstre-m end, or on woints »nrojectinc into

the strzam,

The monotoaous, flat, terrain evtends unbroxen in 2ll Airections fro Fishwheel.

Oonlv on- excevticnally clear dave ~re the nills t5 tte south ~nd southenst visible,



In =1l ozsher directions the encirzline hills wre Tar bavond tlie vision. The cloasct
urlont supfiees Acet™ ~hony tentr miles Aaumy, 1n o sonthengfzrly ~nd » sovkhrractarle
Aimentica wpare Yheme are olicuily elevetiA terw gea, tewvichr 2i7tv to 218 nandred
Tont ~9Hove the ragt o7 tis villav, nad slonine ~radarlils to nerze into the hicher
Nills bao, Fra ths 2ir, ta2 Tronts or theze unland surli~ecee ~nresr Lo consis?

silts,

Loyl ofds"nds ~ad rwarelr, and ko resevinle aditied fonelemencote, A=lto, AnAd

~3

slonevnen Favntliig,

Frecisze Anta conceriins elevitions avove g2t level at Soiass in ~nd surrcuadine
the Tozon TInts are loevinz, but ve mhy assums $The elsvatinn A7 the Yuken Kiver t2
bs B00 Teest ~t Clrele) whers it first enters the Flote, and 400 feet -t Rarmart

Afsap lenwine She flatg,  Thia ig - 1Y ot anilr 100 festh i< yver 0N wilnz, o» i

3

inehaz mer Atla ~g £ annToxinote Avarecas ~eadiant of the Unon Rivar ~arase Hhiie

ore-t oosin,

The str v 2urvrent is eshimnted to svar-me ~bhout three o five milag ner hour 4

the mzin e¢hannels; m~ay of the side sloughs 2re, of cowrse, staramb or ner=lv en,

The denth of wher 1in the main stre~n, ~1 thé tine of tiis investisation, ie
estinvted Lo ronce from one or tire fe=et over aidstrewmm bars, %o merhang ten or tenty
feet in the deenest stretchesz, Web-veen Circle wd Fort Yuken, there 2onetred to be
consideravle daen witer in the moin chennel, ané coulerratively few shallows, One of

the lither wes noted o Lew hundrsd yvards unetreazm from Crrrolldlts fisnvheal site.

GOCLOCY 0D UIHERALOG

L2ither ¢adlosice studies or towmeravhin marnins hos ever been atitemmpted in the

3

Trcon Prlote nrorar, cnnsecnently raeli~ble, det2iled data concernine tlie region, or

any snudstrnti 1l et af A%, cpe leaViny, Vet vmotrledsa thave is mast lorgelv he din-

farzed Tro vhnt is Vnovm of tie uwrlinds thnt form ite wariaster, wlus thet whiesh mne

<



be obhained tron surface observations 2t seleacted vwoints, or by esmparison with lna-re
ledea nf similar fa=2tures elsewherve.

BEDROCY,

T e only no'm »ublished reference to dedroc's in the <ulon Fl-ts i3 that o7
ertia. (U, 8. G. 3. 3nlletin 872, nane 15), “mo records thnt, 2t Fort Yuwlon, o el
e el to 237 feet bsefore girikine hedrock, Scme nresent residents of the villa-»
Aoubt the =nenrer of thnt fiszure, nd sever=l 2l 2im that tie hole wag not deerar

P
tann 130 Tapst, ReT?rdiess of the n2ceuracy or iancenracy ot thpt denth to bedrna
firure, 1t is iasuficlient evidence unon which-to brse couclusions ay o denth nf.

sedroc x5 other sore dAlztant voints. Tishumreel is twenty-tro niles Trom Trrh Dii-an,

Ahout 120 to 150 miles southwest Yrom the Tukoa Flats iz 2 vers similsy wnrsic-
sronnde fenturs, kno'm 28 the Tanana Flats., In the vieinity of T-irbnake, whiehw i~
logatsd 2t tne nortnern aarglao of the Tannnz Tlats, ~ aunber 27 Aril) holee hoye gr-
tablished tict, 2t some wlaces, bedrock 13 2t 1s2st 400 feet helaw ftha sorfice »H7 $ha
21lluvial £1i1l, It vn.1l4 be very surnrisine i7, ~t vorioug oleces ~hthin the Toren
Tlat3, the devth to bedrock 4id not ermal, or ewven exceed, this Tisure, Sings nouhi--
13 knoym: conceranine e configuratiorn of the vedrocl Tloor, the Lreation of bhedron'

hiﬁhs e likeriss only oe the subject of conizeture until 2etusl owheréppines ~ra

found, or until "nre holeg are arilleAd.

There ~»rexra o ve rexscon to susrect trhe existence of bedree!r »t 2 noint in
the m=in channel of tha Yonkon River, ~bont 200 tco 200 vards unstresm, ~nd snnczito,

fron the gite of Carrnll's fisiwheel., The evidence 1s not conelugive, hovrever.

Irwedirtely »~rier to nls vicit to Fiszavherl, the writer pmamined - srecimar of
roct, =34 to Wnva beea obiained froot thae rleht-1inif ol the »ivyer -t the loe-21i+-
referre? to, The rogk “ma rough ~na4 tneular, exhibitinz no evidisnce of we~r Az ~b-

ragior, Tt vme -~ Lichf oreen, enlosrecus, serizcitiz eehist) conbainins v minnta



mrgnt o1 Aiz-enminsted pyrite ~nd wyrrhotite. 4 8lisht niclel zontent »m s noted

it wanlinetive tests,

ol , ‘ .
Stz oriver, te Tanture wmeteryped +na

Lotew, frea = ~irrlane 300 fash 2bove

o= {agd riIand weaof) as o Mhadroein ool tme seen.  Lava acnuratals e

a? &ot un01 the "mter ~pd Sritt ice »hazins ovar it ;T zeen; the ewuze Al e
eit e o edrant exrtoasrae ar ot anallotr, wrevel oy clav hey, o Siqce its mneidian,
in 2rea “misr, cod erxgending Alaconnlly unsiresm) hraelndet fha voesiniiivy o oz

arrandaiag oy ey

27 it An dlren, the gmiaatisn e B0 Its idn

Fmttar on o estions khat SR mew e oastunl zock Jovniiticn

dimel tardias Sha ennnze o Ation, 45 Tollawe,

e Pivram

e mmear s

"y ~M ey
RO A
cinflor mogivinn mitn welarenca Tto rhe strmec anrveny AT L= TDvion River, L0 e -

veintly senred ont) dsenened, or entirelv reacved, bHv the affans. of icae Anplns Sondec

grest—um =erindrs

Seven-aishiche o ~ mile 2oy, of 2 the zouth shore nf Dircovary Iolapd,

wrocnect hole in $he small side-zlourh there, sunuosedl:

e
2
-~
[17]
(&)
—
o
1%
o
o 1)
s }
t
B
|_'
<
D

2
3

fiftsen ~oand niece of mnwnlor £lont rock, the only suazh miscz ot the norsnl

¥
roundad, medium-zized gravels. This riacze of Ilo~t alse exrinited no morn ~-pfran

L vas eezentiqlly 2 wlages Trom 2 ceven or ziont inch vein of "ulosaortzM fto~atosp

- ’

writh encloginz vmll-yack, The vmll-rock ntizcheldl to tals srecimen vas oxeen,

7

anlenryesns, sevicitic zehist, zonteinine o Lo cubes of nyrite 3 cnowh s o

A le Ahe avidanga melarrnd 4o o la ten? to enmmort £1ho wagsihility of - had-

2.

none of i+ zurcoeste s ~nrxifoercus minertlication,



mawrhiine s ke ammzgite 1 Indicnted,

— - AP ]

I= ~r 32 Alea we olsted ont Sinnh $he arsortimitr 245 avial Tor both of the

1or~e Aizgaz o7 Plantoracls o foive bzepn "olantedn ) althoneh 15 Ln A only %o

imeias a0 wanson for o cavonae Anlae 2n, nrkins sloeng, A ot madnths diehont Trom
tha crhshecterz, Loveover, the oany admilon =mvhedratiotins aytisnce disclocaed fa ths

“riter, woz mn ncoeasion~l 2l anmlaw ) nmises A7 sehils

I
n
o
h
D
2
3
3
>
'3

1
ot
o
@&
&)
>
N
i_l
[
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AE s

2lane e river Ang iks many floaehz, Ssetic iz exninbih »i-dnle fhe fetnaitiong]

gfrepte nf Tlond raters, iee transmortation oF vebbhlea nad <c i rayroahing, ele.l,

gom~ nne bBa..n derorit=d in qulet vongar,

Prege Hanlie ressh o noxirory hei~h?h ahewrs srdvrame loor -mier Lavel, of merhs-so

LT

fourtean faet, tne =vercce belns ~houh ten f2et. Tre 31lt ig rroiserily Aepived ram

Rigintermation of +Me cowrtry rvorliz, mrejorinssely szhist whiech coanrice the hirh-

Inndz o the sauth ~nd southenst. It iz ~lmest enrbively wcoter trongrorsed, althon~
vind has, N tines, uandountedly ccatributed to its redistridution, The siltz A7 the
Tonanc basin 2re g2eninsly identicsl in cut-mrd awnanronce 2nd in the m2anner of Jig-—
tribation 1nd demositison, The buildine of the é@pgsits hog involwed Soth‘construction-

2L 2nd destruztionzl ~rocesses,

JJithin the =zilt banks ermcaed along the river, there ave occazion:l thin layars

of fine sond, aceuruiloted durin~ fleood atrees. Thot meny ¢ thene Tlood stages -are
. Y
~aroiannied by drift dice 1s shovm by the fre~ient nresince in the s~nd J-wvareg, of

nisgas of vemetnl matter as well s nebhles ~s lir~2 ~s one or twn inches ‘in dirmater,

Prarerar the shrTemm gurvent ig cornrecizble, the bottom 2eems to he con osed of



~r

Jenr o the shnres, ~hout siz inches of ~paw2l, roneing in size

areyal ~nd 2ond,

fnam Anp-nnlf £a fhrae

(¢

inches in df~mater, =5 fonnd 40 mazh a-on o fiasr roterinl
enm-nnad of clay ~nd —ebbly eand, conkeining - 1igtle flas ~vyal an o gmn 1l hyt

natiaeuh e crmint ALY htte, vnloanice agh,

the visit, no ~vnilonle nrocrect holes hed wevehbr~hed balas
thie op~1lor Aenth, but it s2emz likaly tict the fine materinl ahould nod nitend

A

nore than tive or siz Teet in denth, if fthet for) there i+ ==y bHa exrensted ta ~iva

v

way Yo Altera tine s~nde =2nd gcravels,

For the crezter nort, both the fine mebbles and the coorser wravels ore hich-

ly molishsd, whieh 13 no dcubt Aus 40 the -olishine aTiect of the nnrmally cilt-

conarased vmters of the river. ' :

Convergely, thes mijority of the sends exhibit Rictinst Ancularishy -nd shern-
nesz of =rein, simnifyving tht, for the mest rart, they ~re2 ica-transnorted, probh-

ably ~ffixed to magses of anchor ice from farther unstrean,

The rock types represented in the gravelsr incluwie, slate; hornfels, ~ndasite
or rhayolite (?) r~orohyry, guartzite, congl.merate, granit~, jlasrer, =2gate, schist,
limestone, and others, =al) of which ars knovm to occur in »l-~ce in the hills south

and soutneast of Fishwheel,

heavy minerals, obteined by vanninc »t many different ~oints, are "bont iden-
tie~=) from each.»nlace, Approiimately tnirty wercent of such concentr=te corsists
cof mapnetite.  The balaence includes veriocus of the rock-forminsg silicate minerale,
suca =3 mculd nornanlly ﬁe exrected from the rock tymes referred to ebove; »lug an

cceasionz], ainute, »nin-point Tlake o wolA.

GCOLD

Hewsnoner stories and runors yould geem to crailit = tot~l nrodvction »f some

twenty ta fift:r Aollars wvorth of mlacer zold to the eflforts orf wnrosnectorz, A

10



Aili~rent search for the fr-ots reveals very clesrly th~t 2 __ent dral of nracticn)

inlzinz a8 been elprwed In among »articirnnts ia the stamneds ond 2nong othere,

lowcalr in Foirbanks, whonnd never actuzlly bHeen o Fishwheel. The extent of
tipiz wroctiesl jokines, tossther with other oroven “nd wrob~hla Aistortiones of the
troth, hne untortunctely so clouded the true nicture 2s to m-¥s it almost cartain

thot meny imvortant vnhases of the ~2r¥iair mast remain sreculstive Torever,

82 fnp ve could he devermined, the total amount of nl2zer ~old, clained to
have neen found in the vicinity of Fishwheel, nnd viaich mut be considered lesit-
irm~ts Aiscovery until nroven otherwise, amounts tn out gix Er seven dollﬂrs.‘ or
thie ~monnt, three or four nuzgels wers of the sice of smnll neas, perh27ms worth
farty to sevenbyv-Tive cents eesch. thers, gmerller in ai-e vet, nerh=ms Lrrae enoush
tn ve terned sm2ll nuexsts, make on the total. Al ﬁut'two of these were found -t
or 1e~r tue sithe of C:rrollts fishwheel, and constitute t2e original "discoveryv",
Te reasvinlin. two were supposedly recovered oy “nother %erty a mile or sn dom-
sﬁre"n. Mo otner seemi.glv ﬂnthenfic find eonld he bhroueht te Light Anrins the

inveetiz~tions.

The ‘cold nuerets examined were worn, well-travelled, wi~eer mold, YH<n the
excaention of those nieces found on the fishwheel, =11 were s~id to heve be=n
»raned from river-bottom material less than one foot deer. 3ince it has been shorm
tnat the grevel of the river bottom éxtends only a few inches befors encountering
the finer clay and peboly send, ani since the latier also containg such lizh:d -

erizl as voleanie nsh, it seasms likely thnt the ~0ld ~ctuelly rested ~mong the tox

~rovels,

Ping, flour ¢0ld can »e vanned At nenrly ~nv uoint alonr the Yukon River, nor
indeed, frem most of {he =itreams of Interior ~lagi. Fron one-to ten o1 these fine
sneelzz vrere noten in ench of tva Aany wans tallen over the area, To mMost of tne na-
initinted stimnedsrs, fthese nepricer showin:s coastituted encourseins results, Tley

stopies mre thus bern 1o eacourc~ye both themselvses ~nd otlers, 3y acturl welght,

11
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trae recniring 200 o7 them to ezual one cent i

On eolneic evidsen

eomneretively corrse zold on the suriace of srovels

-

vebs~ 2o The woints of Alscovery,

in toe Pirst sl-ce is nurelv

pistced nn tha old

¢ireulated concerninz (1) wmweckowe of bdovts ~2d con

(o) e~bins, eniteininz =n

river, {3} dce-ra2iting of »nlnesr =ol
oo 2oy CTrealr o e TWlondite,

tnTy

it 1= the la~zs lifelw or the thrsz;, Tcr it 3
fites tn v azltiae ~iace o7 dzs, Teor noh

ahioa o Time ~mouating to not less wiinn

inz af?ech of daa ivme

, stradine, efe,,

Tene oFf tne rlaserentodneing arecks

to tn=2 Unlon River - nove Fishwhaeel, 2nd conld nok

reiA o ozuch netion in reeceot zeological time.

Moy X aande A
e 1iTrst ©

se f12t, Tlonr —-old mirticleg nvernge one nsae-hundredtins of =

excent Hv iga-transnertation.

n1) e~ches of wolh, S=in . nndarzut -n

Concersin: *,.e loftier,

tnerefnre, "mnve countribut

o mossibilitices ~re antirely within th= vealm or renson,

millicpnm each,

ce 2lone, 1t is i:m-0s8r ible tec necount fov tiae wresensce of

conrrisiag tie Viiion River

“Tewn htha dine

smaenlative, oot stories howa heen

za-uent loss o7 mokeg of 2014,

A

i

washed inte thne

4 oured Treny ot denozits that extend frem

tng vriter's oriaion is

A

s
-

inv~lve tr-ns-ortsting,

less #7180 miles, or 2n estimeted 2nma

e glatee

e SLoey

1,

od

=i

trhe

nowaver,

znd it seems certzia timi soue such exnlrnetion, involving the "transnl-ntinz" of

plrenr 2old by 7 combiantion of human and netural o

g 0T test holes,
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Arilii and Nromerly e tinz the

fogtorily nrove whsth.oer Z

zold netu~lly exists in Lns

iy comlercei~sl ~anount. So e, o 90ld, eshier thon

zeacies is Lhe trne one. Onlw
results thereof, will anfiz-

wisiaity in °nvtnin ararocch-

ninnte loree of {lour ~olAd,

nma neaa foand heler ~ Apath o7~ T jachas.
svne e call sarkislas, enid L frive teen Ans onnogy fin Fiahvhesl ) wera $hrea
ay D ~dasc.s 20 Yrase, O0ns or 0 ofher fucil vienss moeds fhedkr ~ncecvonns ~nnas



Loter mrindst of rnnenentors nad 2ll wews or atideved $0 06 - cLiimme quabs
uohLl el ol ceesler tras Plin Ll e, oty o davs Yoger, IO tgeﬂ? P!
et saxvosetul cAATET g, - o veezdinilihy eddat oo ot D chscintelr alinincted
i =dfher iy oo e 9T W m0lA 2w Sha heoan o YA e spgumraenae undar olanst

-

Jpdiam gRomecth o g Bhaane fiing wiinfayer

fande o

sald tiave A0 Gn ha Pagnd ot Ficshvreel) lies 2n the snpfras,

v et 1o e oy MTastl o aatad sy ol hadines wepda ahage Sovpallty

i hpel, doov ia zurreat

v 2nld ol e vogand gyar o Lo cmar shves

)y

.
by mpeg reweres onte oitiont o goed ehonce of Legine M'proments AT nramellamor,

Tris Toan osveoeeats ovs cossible oxrisnatiya Jor the resnyer;t off hrass from he

N

wreysla Lyine Gerasdds saly beloaw thet ~ince,

PR ST R SR
Cio Ty 320

T o2 “rohnnln 15 19 Tiger exaanla 57 imnpovar and 13laesnd

nAtrdim mfatin~

theon that nt Flaspheal, Tmilas o Tew a7 fhe gi~drs mave hesn rogmerly Joe~tad ber

NlA=timers farilinr vwith the requirements, or by novice: who sgonant “nd ragaeirs’

their ool 2dvice, the majority, it seems, are 1llepal, ~% lenst in rort,

“lith the river A% mernong its lowest stace 1n nistory, -mch of Hhe mynnzed

iond curface 2% Tizavheel normnlly liee Leles %ye me2n hich weiger levsl, It is

nrobzbly cafe to zay thst most 21l land eboave mean hich -mter level is well chrp-

b

aeterized By » denss ~rowth of Lrush and ccod-gized trses. To stnlie ~ laagnl cl=im
tnerefora; retuires, in most instances, conziderahle anpd worh la estblishins -1

brnghin~-oud honndar linaz,  Psrsone not so Aismnsed,~ ~nd Lirere have been mun-

or comviratively bourren, isl-nds, bhelow nixh weter mark. lanr cerney noshs ere

v



visinle in the river ica {5zelf, ~ven ia midebronnel of senie side sloushz,  13ide

Trse Bha fret Yon these clodme are mald oand goild) mern loeddiocfe adininine
gleine cya drentirlianle only by = Bils=in - 4h zone [iva. acriev nest 0n Yhe il-
lewol cloin, Igo 7Loss da the Inrinx will -ndomntieily elinivoge » oA mzayv
glwinz and erstte confuticen - 5 to tue loenli4s o ovuovro,  The 2bgenese 27 sais-

anle »erncasnt aomuients ox nitur~) obieets 4ds farther to the &iffigultiszs o2

sannes nely Ti-ins lac~tionz,

y P i Ll

Conversztioar ela with the olrim oinier:z inﬂioatﬁfd ton

cl-invn ~ara 1nvn1iA hansuse A Follure to recors momers o7 nhitornev nriar o the
stairinm o cloimas, Loy aronms of 2lnifna nre favnlid heaotgs gioitine  nndar

novaYs v o atierney e imoronsriv | ary

o

Hanr ingtrnces af ovar-st~iny, over~l-nnin~, or 2l in-inanic~, wers asted,

and 1) AoUDT TS & ~re oy 0tiers.,  The Anste ani iraoranss of the monv Usoewno
niznt" ctanmeders malizes this nlmost igsvit-ole.

PROSPZCTLID .

A nigh prorortion of the ztamedsrs have stoyred their clains without —2ny
attennt to sink noles, or aven to toke »mnps <t tie svrfree, TJo wrosrect heoles,
one Tive Tert and one seven feet deep, were thawed towm with onen fires hut S-~il-

O

el to yi=ld nmeore than tlis oceaslonzl gneck of flour geld.

4 5Mmall Hillmzn "airnlone” 2rill was beine rssembled on the landing strin
durin: the last day or tiuis investi.-tion trip. Subseguent remnrts state th=t
tha 4rill role rencheé 2 aenwth of over forty feet withont vielding colors and
itheut strikiaz badrocw.  Aretier yorty of four vas aviting the 2rrivol of 2
nrosnact boiler, brt it ie not ¥nown wnether they have received 1it.

Pernins four or five iadividucls were shovelllar lwies as deen rs —ossible in

L4
bed . '
tiie unfrozen strsom XEmk, in shzlilow wrter, anl »~ning the materis) renaved. Hone

-

Lol

‘.
oo
\ -'.y«
L
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of thase exceedled = foot or 30 in denth, and 3¢ f~r =25 cculd »He Aetermined, nn
enconr-oin.: finds v re beins made.  Srmareatly tie nugcet finds censed on or 2bont
Octaner 25th, . wninch cate just hannens to he 7lmest zoincident=l with the disraitch-

ins {Detoter 26th) oF the ovivin~l discovery rold o Tairvenrs Tar ex~min~tion,

I 2nVl1lo i e sonrse of this sitammeda. a3 2~aaot 250-m7 the et thet 34
Hloone2d to its MLl "ra-ortiong anly hecause 27 the intease ~nd drametis cover-oe

it

=

agsiyed from z~me gurierz of the oress ~n* v~dio, The mora =~ storv -mMms ra-

neatei, ~nd tue Torther it went fron its =ourse, the more ampelliehed "ngd inc -

curste it heenme,

iiret of the stammeders were from Tairbenks ~nd its environs; next in aumher
viers Lhs whites ~nd Tadizns from the Fort Yukon ares and outlving reciong;lnett
wére < few Ffron the Smonorcge area. Frohebly no more thzn three 5y four vHeraons
acktiunlly came Alrectly from the Stetes Tor th=% sxnress nurnose. Ilews»per ~ccounts

showinz ne@mes ~nd stotegide rddresses, z2lmost »athout excention, referrad to fem-

3

por»ry Aleston worizers who left various constructlion jobs near Fairbanks -nd inch-
orare to flw to Fighwheel ~nd stave Thielr celrnims.  Altesethsr, nerh=nsg 160 %o 250
individu=ls i -ve eone to the c2amp, 2ndt ~t the time of the writer's visit, while
excitanent was still rather tense, there were =2n estimeted sixty or seventy versons,
Indizn and whited within tne vicinity of Fishwieel. It is believed that the numbeaer

of travellers 2nd the number vemninine in tae ¢omp ig ronidly decrencsina,

Very fei cases of andsronlstic discontent were noted. lany were Qisgdstei
sith themzelves for nmaxing the trin vnth admitted; neveriheless, that they ernioved
tae avrorizncs 2nd tae atmosthers and wonld »robavly do it awnin, wherever the
naxt "strike" nizht be, Orhers, mvout tea or o in nwiper, ars sonehat skenti-

ezl but nevertheless ~yillings =and onxions to st~y until holes can be ~nt de»m ~nAd
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a definits ~naver obtrined. Thegs few men are it be commended Tor Jdoine the iob, -

‘28 ~h avery Meuld-Tush*, - of nrovine or Ailsnroviaz tie crouad for evervone concerned,

Regrnectfully submitten,

L e

Art Tlover



Lain ehannel of the Yukon River, InoYin: novth ron
Corroll's fisnwheel, on Discovarv Igl-nd,

——
by e ’ o |
|
|
|
N =
= 1
- )

ek . . A
Cl=1m gtakes ia mid-channsl =nd on bar of Clifton Slouch.
Shows undereuttins of hish banks, "scalnin=" of noints, ~ni
ceneral charcecteristics of tTiie ~resa.
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