
The C i r c l e  D i s t r i c t  was v i s i t e d  by t h e  w r i t e r  from September 3 t o  9, 1998, 

f o r  t h e  purpose of ob ta in ing  d a t a  on mining and prospect ing.  A t a b u l a t i o n  of 

p re sen t  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  appended and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  ope ra t ions  hzve been covered by 

means of the  P l a c e r  Mining Forms, which have been  forxarded t o  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  

Department of Mines a t  Juneau, 

This  r e p o r t  i s  intended t o  cover only p re sen t  mining and prospec t ing  a c t i v i -  

t i e s ,  and some of  t h e  f a c t o r s  in f luenc ing  prospec t ing  and go ld  product ion i n  t h e  

d i s t r i c t .  

The inc reased  mining a c t i v i t y  i s  shorn by t h e  1938 product ion,  which i s  

es t imated  t o  be a t  l e a s t  $1,500,000. P-ccu-rzte f i g u r e s  a r e  not  z v a i l z b l e ,  as t h e  

d i s t r i c t  was. v i s i t e d  before  rnining had ceased f o r  t h e  season. It i s  be l i eved  t h e t  

t h e  1938 product ion i s  above t h a t  of 1937, and i s  a record f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  
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%he Three dredges, on Mamrn~th, Coal and l7oodchopper Creeks, accounted f o r  

'$750,000, o r  about  h a l f  of t h e  t o t a l  product ion.  Deadwood, Mastodon, Eagle and 

Independent Creeks produced an  e s t ima ted  $415,030, and most of t h e  remainder i s  

d iv ided  between B u t t e ,  Porcupine, H a r r i s ~ n ,  Por tage  and Xetchm Creeks. The pro- 

duc t ion  on Mastodon Creek should d e c l i n e  i n  yea r  o r  two, and t h e  knovm r e s e r v e s  
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on Deadwood Creek last  an es t imated  4-5 y e a r s .  The Harr i son  Creek product ion 

sho1d.d i n c r e a s e  when t h e  d r a g l i n e  opera t ion  of Johnston and Blondo i s  on a  f u l l  

product ion b a s i s .  The F. E, Co. d r i l l i n g  on lov;er i iarr ison Creek mzy develop a  

barge d e p o s i t ,  b u t  no product ion can be expected from t h i s  f o r  s e v e r z l  y e a m a t  
i h . C  50.q$ 

,I ' i.22;1. T o i L ~ g f ;  Creek gro-~nL a:ijC&d proGuca soi.e, I;ai; i - t  hsa  bean s a i d  .chat 

t h e  d r a g l i n e  o u t f i t  t h e r e  i s  i n  f i n a n c i z l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  duo p a r t l y  t o  n m e r o u s  brealr- 

downs vrhich cu t  doxn produc.tion and incrsased  expenses.  

A s  C i r c l e  i s  a n  o l d  camp, t h e  p re sen t  mining i s  confined l a r g e l y  t o  lovr grade 

ground. The inc reased  product;ion, fol lowing a per iod  of g r a d u a l l y  d e c l i n i n g  a c t i v i t y ,  
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i s  due .to s e v e r a l  obvious f a c t o r s ,  namely, cheaper  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a f fo rded  by t h e  

Fairbanks-Circle  highway and numerous branch roads ,  cheaper mining through t h e  u s e  

of  d i e s e l  d r iven  pumps, bu l ldoze r s  and d r a g l i n e s ,  and t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p r i c e  of go ld .  

V7hile inadequate  d a t a  i s  a t  hand, it i s  be l i eved  t h a t  t h e  p r o d l x t i o n  of this d i s t r i c t  

i s  approaxhing a  maximum, snd t h a t  it w i l l  remain f a i r l y  c o n s t z n t  f o r  a  number of 

yea r s ,  assuming no g rea t#change  i n  t h e  p r i c e  of  gold and i n  economic cond i t i ons .  

Increased  use of machinery, and new d e p 0 s i . t ~  brought i n t o  product ion,  such 

a s  poss ib ly  on lower Harr ison Creek, w i l l  t end  t o  inc rease  product ion ,  buL t h i s  ~i11 

be l a r g e l y  o f f s e t  by  o t h e r  mining ground being worked out.  I t  should be mentioned 

tha. t  r e p a i r s  and machine p a r t s  a r e  now a v a i l a b l e  more cheeply 2nd promptly through a 

s e r v i c e  shop e s t a b l i s h e d  l a s t  summer a t  C i r c l e  Spr ings  by Car r ing ton  and Jones.  The 
i 

97 prospec t ing  i n  t h e  upper B i r c h  Creek watershed may i n c r e i s e  p r o l x t i o n ,  b u t  not  f o r  
n / 
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'2 several. yea r s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  product ion  from s t r i c t l j r  hyd rau l i c  p l a n t s ,  which mas 

l e s s  t han  usua l  i n  1938, v r i l l b e  g r e a t e r  during y e a r s  of normal o r  above normal 

p r e c i p i t a t i o n .  

The C i r c l e  D i s t r i c t ,  a l though it is, end w i l l  cont inue t o  be an important  

mining d i s t r i c t ,  i s  no t  considered by t h e  vrri.ter t o  be among t h e  b e t t e r  d i s t r i c t s  f o r  

p l a c e r  prospec t ing  by newcomers. Przc . t ica l1y  a l l  of t h e  ground which has shown pros-  

p e c t s  i s  held, and compet i t ion  f o r  ground is' r a t h e r  keen.  A newcomer must e i t h e r  t ake  

a l ay ,  o r  vi i ldcat  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of t he  more l i k e l y  a r eas .  There has been l i t t l e  

l ode  prospec t ing ,  i n  s p i t e  of f avo rab le  i n d i c a t i o n s .  The v r r i t e r  found w e l l  minera l ized  

k 
6 f l o a t  on Deadwood Creek, and W e r e  appears  t b  be  a l e r g e  mine rz l i zed  zone on t h e  
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d i v i d e  a t  t h e  head of Mastodon Creek. L i t t l e  sys temat ic  l o d e  prospec t ing  i s  expected 

while  t h e  p l a c e r  mining and p rospec t ing  a r e  booming. 

The p r e c i p i t a t i o n  and water  supply i n  most of t h i s  d i s t r i c t  are l e s s  t han  i n  

t h e  FaiLrbanks D i s t r i c t .  Th i s  may be  due t o  t h e  topogrclphy. The Eagle Creek area on 

on t h e  SW s i d e  of  Eagle summit u s u a l l y  has  more r a i n f a l l  th2n t h e  a r e a  on t h e  NE s i d e .  
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The supply dur ing  t h e  1938 season Eas srnzller t han  u s u ~ l .  The snow f a l l  was 

below normal and t h e r e  was very  l i t t l e  r a i n  dur ing  t h e  summer. (Fairbanks,  Hot 

Springs,  Ruby end the lower Yukon had a  d r y  e a r l y  season, b u t  ample r a i n f a l l  dur ing  

August and September. ) 

Transpor t a t ion  and Communication 

The C i r c l e  D i s t r i c t  i s  reached from Fai rbanks  over a well--graded road which 

i s  open f o r  au to  t r a v e l  from about t h e  end of May t o  t h e  end of October.  The po r t ion  

of the road over Eagle Summit, about 8 mi l e s  SW of Mi l l e r  House, i s  t h e  l a s t  t o  open 

i n  t h e  spr ing .  and t h e  , f i r s t  t o  c l o s e  i n  t h e  f a l l .  The d i s t r i c t  i s  b e t t e r  suppl ied  

w i t h  roads  than  any d i s t r i c . t  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  except  Fairbanks. Adequate roads  l e a d  

L o  nekr ly  s l L  o f  t h e  mines. There i s  a:l abundznce of g r a v e l  i n  o ld  t a i l i n g  p i l e s  

i n  most p a r t s  of the d i s t r i c t .  

The road t o  upper Harrison Creek cotzld be exLended t h r e e  ~ i l e s  a t  r ~ l . t i v e l y  

Lovi expense t o  t h e  Johnston and,Blondo ope ra t ion .  Litt1.e grading vjould be  need& 

and g rave l '  i s  a v a i l a b l e  from t a i l i n g s  along most of t he  r o u t e .  The road t o  lower 

Harr ison Creek, v i a  Portage Creek,should be improved, There Kay be a  f u t g r e  need 

f o r  a road t o  t h e  B i r c h  Creek a r e a  south  of  M i l l e r  House. Th i s  a r e &  can b e  r e ~ c h e d  

by s e v e r a l  rou tes .  I n  s e l e c t i n g  a r o u t e  f o r  a road, cons ide ra t ion  should be g iven  

t o  t h e  mine ra l i za t ion  of t he  in t e rven ing  country,  and not  e n t i r e l y  t o  t h e  c c s t  of 

roads over  t h e  competing r o u t e s .  

The only  landing  f i e l d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  t h s t  neer C i rc le  Sp r ings*  Because 

of t h e  good roads,  t h e r e  i s  no present need f o r  addi t ional .  l anding  f i e l d s .  

Telephone s e r v i c e  i s  e v a i l b b l e  t o  most of t h e  nines i n  t h e  d i s t r l c t .  


