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NOTES ON GL&CIATIOM IBT THE CIRCLE: Q U W G m  

During Jtme 7 to  10, 1960, while on Asnnal &eave, f nde a t r i p  i n t o  the 

headwater regions of Home, Champion, and Preacher creeks I n  the Circle Distr ic t ,  

!be t r i p  was made to  sa t i s fy  my own personal curiosi ty about the area and to 

t e s t  a few items of f i e l d  gear that  I had not used previouslyr I drove to 

the upper par t  of Sousdough Creek then traveled on foot  to a headwater t r i b  

uta,ry of Nome Creek, followed Nome Creek to  i ts head, and c~osaed the d i d a s  

between Nome and GhampiofiD creeks. I then went t o  the  head of Ohaqion Creek 

snd over the divide in to  Convert Creek, a tributary to Preacher Creek. 

My route aro- the head of Convert Creek and across American Creek and H a p s  

Creek i s  ehown on tbe accompanying m a p ,  After leaving Hope Creek, I crossed 

the lrext ridge to the south and returned t o  the upper par t  of Sourdongh GPeek, 

The higher peaks i n  the muntry tr&veraed r i s e  t o  more than 5000 feet 

alti tudeo Xmerous signs of glaciation exist  i n the higher country; these 

include: a typical cirque a t  the head of Convert Creek, coLs between Home 

and Champion creeks and between Borne and Bmerican creeks, the Qa-shqpe of 

the upper American Creek valley, haaging t r ibutar ies  t o  the Americas Creek 

valley, and facreted spars along the sides of the val.Leyo 

After retnrning, I discuesed the%% evidences of glaci  a t ion with Dr. T. L. 

Perwet of the U. S. (3eologicral W v e y  and the University of Alaska, H e  has 

had an ass is tant ,  Larry Burbank, wtudyf ng aerial photographs of the  Yukon- 

'Pzmana Region and outlining on B;\adrmgle m q s  the glaciated areas. In the 

Preacher-Nome Creek area aad i n  some other areas, two dietimat periods of 

glaciation have been recognized, The re su l t s  of these studies probably 

w i l l  be published Mthin  the next three years, !%o publications are p l w e d :  

one i n  regard to glaciation i n  a l l  Alaska, and the other a more detai led 



des tziption of glaciation i n  the Yukon-Tanans Region, 

The information gained by these stndiee w i l l  be of value from the st& 

point of ecommiegeology, Any placer depoeits that d a t e d  before the 

gladal periods probably would have been rcopred from the r a l l e p  in  the ares- 

ted; t h l r  erplalna why, i n  some areae, mining an8 discoverier of placer 

depoaits hare been confined to the lower courser of breams. Knowlec&a 

t h a t  the g2aeaatIon took pl?ece makes the headwater regions spp.rr to be.rome- 

what more fatarable for  lode prospecting than i r  indi c a w  by the distrlbutia 

of the placere, 
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Fig. 1. Cirque at the head of Convert CPeek. 
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Fig. 3. h e r  pi American Creek ~ a l l  




