
TERRITORY OF ALASKA 

DEPARTMENT O F  MINES 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 

I!ovenber 26, 1951 

If_emorandum Report 

To: Leo H. Saa re l a ,  Commissiorer of F-ines, duneau, k l a ska  

I?rom: James A. : J i l l i aa s ,  Assocl.ate Finj-ng Engineer,  Juneau, ~ l a s k a  

Subject:  u c t i v e  mining opera t ions  i n . t h e  F o r t p i l e  D i s t r i c t  o f  
t h e  F a i ~ h a n k s  P rec inc t  i n  1951 

I n  1951, t h e r e  were t h r e e  l e s s  ope ra t ions  i n  t h e  Por ty-  
~ n i l e  than  i n  1950, fol lowing t h e  general, d e c l i n e  i n  mining 
t h a t  i s  t a k i n g  p l a e  throughout t h e  Te r r i t o ry .  The reasons 
f o r  t h e  d e c l i n e  s r e  wel l  known 4 now, and t h e r e  would be no 
purpose i n  r epea t ing  then! here. Apparently, t h e r e  1Jil.1 be a 
f u r t h e r  dec rease  a g a i n  nex t  year .  

i? d e t a i l e d  l i s t  of t h e  For tymi le  ope ra t ions  i s  in-  
c luded wi th  t h i s  r e p o r t .  

B. A. nDick't E.rown moved fro!? Uhler Creek t o  Stone- 
house Creek where he mined t h i s  y e a r  wi th  Aubrey D i l l .  

The Rtwood Fining Company was not  i n  ope ra t ion  t h i s  
year ,  n o r  was t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  of Granger and Dragon. o ' ~  

L 
, ;d l z  

i t  - 
The Lost  C.hicken F in ing  Co. ( p i e r c e  and ~ u l b e r t )  

r e l i nqu i shed  t h e i r  l e a s e  with Harvey VanHook, who owns ( o r  
owned) Los t  C.hicken H i l l ,  and it was r e c e n t l y  r epo r t ed  thak 
VanHook has s o l d  t h e  ground t o  a Fir. Turner from New York. 9% 

3 \ 

The Furdy b r o t h e r s  and Vern Weaver mined on Yyers +f- bb 
Fork and P!apolean Creek, r e spec t ive ly ,  f o r  most of t h e  season. 
La te  i n  t h e  y e a r  t h e y  becaae a s s o c i a t e d  i n  a venture  on Atwater 
Bar, which i s  i n  t h e  South Fork of t h e  Fortymile  I i iver  a few 
mi les  sou th  of -[;he confluence wi th  T,falker Fork. It has  long 
been known t h a t  t h e r e  i s  good money in t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  b u t  
g e t t i n g  it out  of t h e  swif t ly- f lowing  r i v e r  has  always been 
t h e  o b s t a c l e .  Two y e a r s  ago, ti s l a c k l i n e  se tup  a c r o s s  the 
r i v e r  w d s  t r i e d  wi thou t  s l l f f i c i en t  success .  This  y e a  t h e  
Purdys and Weaver hsd fair success  i n  damming of f  p a r t  of the  
r i v e r  w i th  a bul ldozer ,  and t h e n  s l u i c i n g  t h e  g rave l  from the 
darned-off p o r t i o n  of t h e  r i v e r  bed. It i s  n o t  known whether 



they p l a n  t o  continue t h i s  o p e r ~ t i o n  o r  not ,  

Rheims and 1lJilke ?loved t h e i r  o p e r ~ t i o n  frorn Squaw ' ? I J  

Creek t o  Canyon Creek. 

No r e p o r t  cou ld  ke obta ined on Ruck Xcsenbush, iind it ,' 
i s  a s s l ~ ~ e d  t h d t  he i s  s t i l l  opera t ing .  

l 
9' 

The Vade Creek Dredging Co. mined on ;li&de Creek agzin . , 
t h i s  yea r  i n s t e a d  of moving t o  Cmada a s  they  intended.  Hol,qever, " 

it i s  rei :orted t h a t  ?Jade Creek i s  now d e f i n i t e l y  and completely 
rnined out ,  znd t h ~ t  t h e r e  w i l l  be no ope rd t ion  t h e r e  next  yedr. 
Leonard S t m p e  w i l l  no doubt nove t h e  o u t f i t  over  i n t o  Canads i n  
1952. 

Other ope ra t ions  l i s t e d  but  n o t  mentioned here  were 
nining t h e  sane a s  l a s t  year .  

i l 

The U.S.S.E.& I'. C,o,, Fairbanks Eranch, d i d  soqe d r i l l i n g  ; 5  
on t h e i r  ground on Fosqui to  Fork a s  a s sessnen t  work. They s t i l l  
have no d e f i n i t e  p l ans  f o r  s t a r t i n g  t h e i r  dredge on t h i s  property.  ,;' h 

q 4 

b C '  Frank B a r r e t t  was prospec t ing  some v e r j  proa i s ing  p lacer  
ground on ?!osquito Fork, j u s t  below h i s  lode  prospect .  , ! 

i: . 

P a u l l & i t e  s t aked  soae c l a ims  on Buckskin Creek where -" 
b i, ' '.' 

p l a c e r  s c h e e l i t e  has been found i n  t h e  pas t .  I 

.a 3" 
/. 0 

Dan IiIanske spen t  some t h e  on Ing le  Creek and p lans  t o  U' 

g e t  i n t o  f u l l - t i ~ e  z i n i n g  t h e r e  next  yea r .  

Severa l  p s r t i e s  were a c t i v e  i n  prospect ing  and s t ak ing  
around ?y Creek where t h e r e  i s  a minera l ized  a r e a  c m t a i n i n g  
a n t i ~ o n y  and copper and a few o t h e r  minerals .  This  i s  apparent ly  
a promising hrea, bu t  t o o  i n h c c e s s i b l e  a t  p resen t  f o r  any develop- 
ment of d e p o s i t s  found thus  f a r .  It i s  a t  l e a s t  f o r t y  mi les  
from t h e  n e a r e s t  road and landing f i e l d .  

Respect fu l ly  submitted, 

d a ~ e s  A. Villiarns 
\ s s s o c i a t e  hrining Engineer 



MINING OPERAIT ONS FOURTH DIPISI ON - _ U _ -  - 
liklIZU3APES PI3ECINCT 
-I----- 

I:+yye of Operstlon C r e w  -- Naw and 1,ocation of -.-- .I 

Mine -- 
Barrett, Frank, 

Chic ken 
Flaccr Prospect 1 

* 

Brown, R, A *  and Dill, 
Aubrey, Chic ken 

?.. 

Franklin Nining C o , , 
Fairbanks 

Stonehouse Crook 

Dragline-Bd.ldoeer- 5 
Hydraulic 

Chicken Creek 

Hydraulic 1 Johansaen, Ed, 
Chicken 

Chicken Creek Yeldrunl, Bill 
Chic ken 

Purciy, Fred and 
Arthur ,  Chicken 

F4yers Fork and 
Aha t e r  Bar 

Bulldozer Rheins, J, and Wilke, 
J., Boundary 

Canyon Creek 

Sniping 

Ehzlldozer 

Rosenbush, B., Fairbanks Fortymilf: Rfver 

?J&o Creek Wade Creek Dredging Cob ,' 
Fairbanks 

Mapalean Creek and 
A t w a t e r  Bar 

Weaver, Vern, 
Chic ken 



they plan t o  continue this opera t ion  o r  not,  

Rheims and Wilke moved t h e i r  o p e ~ ~ t i o n  f ron Squaw 
Creek to Canyon Creek. 

No report  could be obtained on Buck Hosenbush, and it 
is assumed t h a t  he i s  s t i l l  operat ing.  

The Wade Creek Dredging Co. mined on 'Jade Creak again 
t h i s  year instead of moving t o  Cauadh as they intended. However, 
it i s  r e ~ o r t e d  t h a k  Wade Creek i s  now definitely r-nd conpletely 
mined out, and thst there  'iil be no opera t ion  there  next year. 
Leonard Stoampe w i l l  no doubt move t h e  ocrtf i t  over  i n t o  Canada in 
195 2. 

Cther opsra t ions  l i s t e d  b41t riot .rentiomd here were 
%infng t h e  sum-c as last year. 

The U,S.d.R.& !4. Go,, F&ii%an'xs arxich, did some drilling 
on their ground on Mosquito Fork as asscss?nent work. They s t i l l  
have nc defini te  plans f o r  s t a r t i n g  t h e 5 2  dredge on this property.  

Frank B a r r e t t  was prospectigg soae ve:ry praq i s ing  placer 
ground on ?%squito Fork, just belori h i s  lode  p r o s ~ e c t .  

Psul 'lJhite staked some c l a i m  on Bilckskin Creek where 
placer scheelite has been found in t h e  past. 

Dan Flanske spent some t i x o  on 'ingle Creek and plans t o  
get  In to  full- t ime mining there next year. 

Several parties; s ~ r e  a c t i v e  i n  prospecting and s t a k i n g  
around My Creek where there is a mineralized area conta in ing 
antinony and copper and a few o t h e r  minerals. T f d s  is apparently 
a promising urea, but t o o  ink~ccessible a t  p ~ e s e n t  f o r  any develop- 
nent of d e p o s i t s  found thus  far. It is at least f o r t y  miles 
from t h o  neares t  road and landing f ie ld .  

Hespectf ullS+ submitted, 

Jams A. IliZliams 
ksaociate- E!ining Engineer 



TERRITORY OF ALASKA 

DEPARTMENT OF M I N E S  
JUNEAU,  ALASKA 

??o.mgbr 26, 1951 

TO: Leo H. Saerela, Commissioner of Vines, Juneau, i~ leaktt  

Prom: James A.  !?illfarns, Associate Mining Engincar, Juneau, tllaska 

Subject: Active mining op,er&tions in t h e  -- F'urtynile District of" 
the Fa i rhcks  Frecinct in 1951 

In 1951, there idcl% th r so  1 ~ 3 s  opertii;ions ill, t h e  Forty- 
mils t han  in 1s0, fo l%~)~J ; ing  t h e  general  declirle in xl.ning 
that i a  taking place tlirougk~out tihe Territury. The reasoils 
for the cieclinc &re m ~ l l  knotm by now, and there would be no 
purpose in repeating them horn. Apparentw, thore  W i l l  ba a 
f u r t h e r  deorsaso u g a h  next  year. . 

A detailed l i s t  of t h e  Fa-@ile oporatforls 9a in- 
eluded vi.t;h t h i s  ~ P O F L .  

R. A. '?3icktt Brown moved fm% Uhl.or Creek to Gtona- 
house Creek where he mined this year w i t h  aubri:y M11. 

'Fho Atwood Mining Company m a  not in operation th i s  
year, nor was t he  partnership of Oranger and Dragon. 

The Lost Chicken Mininfi Co. (~ ' ier~ce md ~ulbert) 
relinquinhed t h e i r  lease with  Harvey VanHocrk, who o m s  (or 
owned) Lost  Chicken IIil.1, arid it was recan.t;ly reported t h a t  
VsnHaok has sold the ground to a Mr. Tu.enozb f m n  ?Yew Eork. 

The Purdy brotherfr and V e r n  14en?ter rnlned an %!ers 
Fork and Napolean Creek, respectively, f o r  mo3t of t h e  season, 
Late in the year they becarno associated. in a venture on Atwater 
Bar, w?flic:h is in the South Fork o f  We Far%yvtile Uvor  a few 
miles  south of t h o  aonfluence ~c . s i tD  Halker Eorir, It has long 
been knorm that t h e r o  is good. nroney in t h i ~  location, but 
ge t t i ng  it out of t h o  swiftly-flowing ~ i v r ? ~  has always boen 
%be obstacle* Two years ago, u slackline uetup across tha 
river ~ M N  t r ied  without suff ic ient  success. This ;pczr t h o  
Surdys and !dcsavar had fair success in dumrni.ng of% p a r t  of t h e  
rivela with a bulldozer, a d  then sluicing t h o  gravel. from L b  
damad-off port ion of t h o  river bod. It i e r  not known whether 



N a ~ e  and Address of 
Operator 

S a r r e t t  , Frank, 
Chicken 

Brown, R. A. and D i l l ,  
Aubrey, C,hicken 

,_.. 
,' . 

Frank l in  Vining Coo, 
Fairbanks 

Johanssen, Ed, 
Chicken 

Yeldrum, B i l l  
Cliic ken 

Purdy, Fred and 
Arthur ,  Chicken 

Xheims, J o  and Wilke, 
J * ,  Eoundary 

Rosenbush, B., Fairbanks 

Wade Creek Dredging Co., 
Fairbanks 

Yeaver, Vern, 
Chic ken 

NIMING OPEFATI ONS FOURTH DIVZSI ON 

FHIRB~~~TKS PREC INCT 

For tymi le  D i s t r i c t  

N a ~ e  and Locat ion of Type of Operation 
?4i ne - 

Yosquito Fork P l a c e r  Prospect  

Stonehouse Creek Bulldozer  

Chicken Creek 

I n g l e  Creek 

Dragline-Bulldozer- 
Hydraulic 

Hydraulic 

Chicken Creek Bulldozer-Hydraulic 

Xyers Fork and 
Atwater Bar 

Canyon Creek 

Bulldozer-Hydraulic 

Bul ldozer  

Fortymile  River  Snip ing  

Wade Creek Bulldozer  

Napolean Creek and Hydraulic 
k t ~ d a t e r  Bar 

Crew - 


