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Durirg June 5 to 11, 1953, I made a trip through the Porty-
mile District with Donald J Cook, Regearch Aggistamnt for the University
of Alaska School of Mines. Mr. Cook was gathering information for a
book on placer wining to be published by the University. A University
vehicle was used for transportation; the gasoline wae purchased by the
Department of Mines,

The most importent osvent in mining im the Fortymile Dietrict
in 1953 was the start of operations on Moscuito Fork by the United
States Smelting, Refining, and Mining Co. Rearly one-half the men
engaged in minipg in the district were employed on thie project. The
company spent the 1953 season doing preparatory work, and severel more
seagons of preparatory work wlll be required before the ground is ready
for dredzing.

The new road through the Fortymlile District has drought lower
freight rates to the area. Freight now comes in directly from Valdez,
and Fairbankg is no longer the distribution center for this part of
Alagka. Some of the miners who winter Poutside® are 2bdle to do part
of their duylng in the States. The new road and the new bdig-company
operation -~ wvhich may be partly attridbuted to the roed — seem to have
created a trace of optimlem among the miners in the Fortymile District.

Throughout the winter of 1952-.53, there wae an exceptionelly

light snowfall in the interlor of Alaska, and in the spring of 1953,
there was very 1ittle rein, As g result of these copditions, during
May and June there was & gevere shortage of water for mining, and threre
vere numerous forest fires. When we arrived a2t Chicken, we found

that many of the mining operatione in the vicinity were idle while the
operators were out fighting a karge forest fire between Chicken and
Tenaeross. We epent the first few days visiting those mines that

were active, and by the time we had accomplished that, the other miners
wore returnirng from fire-fighting and were resuming operations.
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June 5 ~ We left Fairtanks at 8 a m and arrived at Hosguito
Pork near Chicken at 7 p m.

June 6 ~ We drove and hiked to the placer mine operzted d,éﬁ5
by Vern Weaver and John Rambaund on Hapoleon Creek, tributary to the r;# 4
South Fork of the Fortymile Elver. In the eveninz we returned to
sosqul to Fork,

On the USGS map of the Eagle Quadrangle, Edition of 1951,
the rosd beyond Chicken 1s shown incorrectly. The road crosses the
South Fork near the mouth of Wall Street Creck; it crosses Walkers Fork
at the mouth of Wede Creek, goes nearly to the head of Wade Creek, and
from there follows the route of zmn old trall to 3oundary.

Weaver and Rambaud were mining on the right limit side of
Napoleon Creek apparently in the same general area that Wesver was in
when visited by J. A, Williams in 1950, An International 40 bull-
dozer is being used for building a diteh up the right limit side of
Nazpoleon Creek, The mining is done with nozzles; & dam haa been
bullt across Napoleon Creek, and weter is pumped to the nozzles by a
10-in by 12-in pump powered by a GRC 2-cycle diessl engine, Mosgt of
the gold is recovered from the rough bedrock ahead of the boxes. In
June they were getting emough water for two three-hour "gplashes" each
24 hours. The gold they recover is coarse and angular; it has a
fineneas of 870 to 872. It isn't apperent whether the deposit being
rined 1s = bench deposit of Nzpoleon Creek or if it was formed by a
tributary of Nepoleon Creek.

Upper end of cut -~ Yeaver and Bambapd hydreulic mine.
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" Bobinson is & former employee of the Yukon Placer Mining Co; he took )L

June 7 ~ We drove and hiked to Dan Manske's property at
the mouth of Ingle Oreek and returned to Mosquite Fork,

Dan Manske returned to the Fortymile thlis season after /9
having been away from mining for several years. At the time of our b)ﬁo'ag
visit he had started stripping, but he did not yet have his sluice )+ 6° 30
boxes set up. He has a new International TD-144 tractor, which @o

he purchased in Seattle; the machine, complete with bdlade snd winch,

cost about $18,000. landed &t Chicken. He has the 8-in dy 10~in

punp that was formerly used by Tury Anderson on Flume @reek in the
Felrvanks District, Water for mining will be pumped from the Mosquito
Fork, Mangke told us NHis drllling and the hand work done by the
old-timers both indicate that the paystreak will average 60¢ per Yedrocl—
foot; J. C. Roehm obtained the same figure from him in 1949. Bs will
uge & sluice plate with steel sluice boxes, and he wlll mine and stack
tallings with the bulldozer. The gold is medium fine with occasionsal
two-dollar nuggets; fineness varies from B44 to 849.

Ed Johanssen has a cabir on some bench ground he owns at
the head of Ingle Creek, and he also owns some ground on lower Ingle
Creek that he has leesed to Manske, Johenssen wes fire-fighting at
the time of our visit, He has done some work for Manske this yaar:
1t 1g doubtful if he will mine any of his own ground.

Juns 8 - We druve to George Robinson's mine on Wade Creek, ¢0—353
then continued on the roed to Dewson as far ss Boundary. We walled 47
from the foot of the hill near Boundary te Jock Wilkey's mine on Squaw
Cresk, In the evenlng we returned ko Mosquito Fork,

George Bobinson has a one-man bulldozer operation on Wade
Creek beside ground that wes mined by the Yukon Placer Mining Co. 60'53
over the ground and equipment from the company. The gold is cosrse
and. is concentrated on bedrock, The deposit is covered with about
two feet of muck, and the grevel varies from seven to ten feet in
thickness, A D-6 Caterpillar tractpr is used for mining and stecklng
tallibgs. He usea @ sluice plate and 30 f4 of bomes with angle-iron
Hafigarian riffles.

The Boundary dredge, which was formerly owned by Walter
Johnson, was reported to have been pulchssed by Yukon Consolidated
for uge in Cenada. ° The dredge 18 inx excellent condition; the orikinal
paint 1s still on some of the moving parts.

Jock Wilkey is mining on Squaw Creek, In June, he was
stripping a large area just upstream from the mouth of Baby Creek and +60'¢%
mining a smaller area about-one mils downstream from Beby Creek. He.y
mines and stacks tellinge with an International TD-14 bulldozer. He
used a sluice plate and steel boxes with Hungarien riffles. The
riffles are wooden two-by-fours covered with rubber strips. Punched
plates (old dredge screen plates) are used to cover the riffles to
permit boulders to roll through the bYoxes without hanging up and wlthout
dameging the riffles, The plates lia flatter than the boxes, and
there is a two~lnch drop at the end of each plate. A gap is left
between platses to catch nuggets that do not go thromgh the plates,
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Sluice Plate at Jack Wilkey's Mine

Boundary Dredge.
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The sides of the sluice box are lined with two-inch planks to make

the Ppoxes narrower for betiter efficiency with the small ambunt of water
available, On the ground belng mined, two feet of muck overlles

four to twelve feet of gravel; only the lower two feet of gravel is
put through the boxes. Durinz June, Wilkey was getting one four-hour
"gplash! each 24 hours, Ee heuls his fresight from Boundary with a
rubber-tired tracdtor; before the Fortymile road was built, he did some
freighting from Daweon with the trasctor,

June 9 = We visited Lost Chicken Hill, the suction dredge
on Mosquito Fork, and the stripping operations of the United States
Smelting, Refining, and Mining Co on Mosquito Fork,

George Turner (Lost Chicken Hill Mines, Inc) is worldng on
Lost Chicken Hill and Loet Chicken Creek. He mines with a bulldozer b
on Lost Chicken Hill when weter is evailable; the cut is shown in the
left side of the photogreph. On Lost Chicken Creek he is building
a dem to strip the muck by "booming®. He will use a dulldozer to push
the muck into a chamnnel below the dam, and, when the dam is opened, the
water wlll carry the muck down to the river. Turner plens to bulld
a pumping plant some time in the future to pump water from the Fortymile
River for his miring and stripping.
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Lost Chicken Hil)l,
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The USSR & M Co ig erecting a camp near the roadhouse, vl
which it purchased from Robert McCombe this year, The cormpeny ‘Lﬂ
has about 17 men employed in camp construction, stripping brush and
mose wlth bulldozers, and laying pipelines for water stripping.

Water for stripping and mining will be pumped from the Fortymile
River, It is reported that the company will move in a dredge from
the Fairbanks District rather than rebuild the old dredge of the
Alaska Gold Dredgzkng “orp as previously planned.
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In 1952, & suction dredge was built on the Mosguito Fork
by Frank Gordon and five partners. The dredge operated less than
eight hours during the 1952 geason. Gordon's partners became discour-
aged, and they sold their interests to Gordon and W. M., Emery. The
dredge waa desighed by the late "Doc® Gordon, former riwer boat captein.

The "hull® nf the dredsze is a 15-ft by 30-ft barge made
of o1l drums leshed tc timbers. Year the front 1s azn 8-in by 8~in
~. pump made by the Kansas City Hay Press Co; the pump is powered by a
) Continental gasoline emgine. The pump suctlon hangs from an "A!
frame at the front of the dredze; i¢ 1s flexitle so that 1t can be
.t maneuvered by hand winches, The pump discharges into the head of
% the boxes, where a hood made of an oil drum prevents materiel from
-i%n aplashins over the gldes of the boxes. There are two sluices, one
NV Vabove the other; the lower one serves as an undercurrent. The
\  owners plem several changes in the dredge, znd they expect the machine
to be 1n the experirmental stage for & season or two. They planned to
flaat the dredge dovmn to Atwater Bar for a trial run this season.
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Suction dredze on Mosquito Fork.
June = We visited the Franklin Mining Co, William Meldrum,

Frank Barrett, and the Purdy brothers... We left Hosgquito Fork at 6
p b snd arrived at Logging Cz=bin Creek at 7 p m,
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The partners in the Franilin Mining Co had just returned
from fire-fighting and were resuming work on Chicken Creek. The s
operetion was described by J. A, Williams in his Memorandum Report of VE 3
1950, and there have been no lmportant changes since then. =

Willlem Meldrum was mining on Chicken Creek at the mouth p - A3
of Switch Fork. He uses a sluice plate and a TD-18 International ;<A
butldoxer. He was getting a fifteen-minute "splash® every three
hours,

Frank Barrett owns the ground on Stonehouse Cresk that was
formerly worked by R. A. Brown and Audbrey Dill. Brown and Dill did LpY
most of their work on & high bench on the lef$ lilmit of Stonehouse 9
Creek. Barrett was laying & 6-in pipeline znd was planning to mine
in the present creek channel with one nozzle. Thete 1e llttle water
for mining in either place. He hopes to lease the ground agein in
the future, and he mentioned Willjiam Meldrum as the most likely leasor,

b

The Purdy brothers were lpying a new pipeline for mining the
bench on the left limlt of Myers Fork. At the time of our vislt
they hadn't mined yet thie season,
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Willia®' Meldrum's Bulldozer Cut, Purdy Brothers Sluice Boxes znd Flzate,




itwater Bar on the Fortymile River,




June - We left Logging Cebin Creek at 7 a m and arrived
st Fairboenks at 4:30 p m,

On the return trip we noted drill hole stalkes on a lins of
holes across Logglng Cabin Creek, J. C. Roehm reported that Robert
McCombe was drilling in 1949 on a creek on the north side of Mi. Fairplay;
probably the holes that we saw were some that Mclombe drilled. Thig
sunmer McCombe was planning e placer drilling progrem on the left limit
of the Fortymile River across from the mouth of Wall Street Creel.

In his Memorandum Report of 1951, J. A, Willlieme describded
a mining operatlon carried on by Vern Weaver and the Purdy bdbrothers
on Atwater Bar in the Portymile River. The ground that they mined
was rich, but the cost of mining wag high; the river had to Be diverted
from the part of the bar that was belng worked. Since 1951, no one
has tried to mine on Atwster Bar, but the richness of the gravel has
attraeted the attention of many miners in the Fortymile District.

Respe ly subnitted,

Robart H. Saunders
Associate Minlng Enginecer
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Name’ and Address of Operator

&

*Barrett, Frank
Chicken

Boery, W. M. and Gordon, Frank
Chicken

Franklin Mining Co.
Chicken

Lost Chicken Hill Mines, Inc.
Chicken

Mansie, Ban
Chicken

Meldrum, William
Chicken

Purdy, Fred and &rthur
Chicken

Robinson, George
Chi cken

Uni ted Stetes Smelting, Refining,
and Mining Co. Bogton, Mass.

Yeaver, Vern ond BRambaud, John
Chicken

Wilkey, Jack
Boundary

Location
Stonehouse Cresk
Mosquito Fork
Chicken Cresk
Lost Chicken Creek
Ingle Cresek, tributary to
Mosquito Fork
Chicken Creek
Myers Fork
Wade Creek
Mosqui to Fork

Nzpoleon Cresk

Squaw- Creek, tributary to
Cenyon Creek

SUMMARY OF MINING OPERATIONS IN THE FORTYMILE DISTRICT,
FATHBANKS PRECINCT, 1953.

Tyove of Operstion

Bydranlie:
Svetion t&m@mm
Construction
Bulldozer-Dragline
Bulldozer
Bolldogzer
Bulldoger
Bulldozer-Hydramlic
Bulldozer
Stripping

Hydraulic

Bulldogzer

TOTAL 11 operations employing 37 men.
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Crew
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