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SU3.J'ZCT: PEieng Operations i n  t h e  Otter liecording Frecinct ,  Fo~rLh  
Division 

On the 9th ,  l o t h ,  and 11th  of September 1950, the  m i t e r  v i s i t ed  mining 
operations i n  t h e  Otter Precinct  f o r  t he  Furpose of ,gathering infor-  
mation and data, on the raining indus-try iq t h a t  dis 'brict ,  

Ten operations \,rere found t o  be ac t ive  and a l l  hilt one of then were 
v i s i t ed .  A t o t a l  of f i f ty-nine  neil \.rere ac t i ve ly  engaged i n  t'ne mines 
of t ha t  d i s t r r c t .  A de ta i l ed  l i s t  of t h e  operations i s  on a separate 
sheet  included 1.1ith t h i s  repor t ,  A t abda t j .on  of t he  oper:-l..tions by 
tyge f 01lor.1~ : 

0 ~ e r a t i . z  No, of Onns, - No, of Men 

Gold Dredge 1 
S)ra.gline-B~dLdozer- 4 

Hydraulic 
Bulldozer-Hydraulic 2 
~+jd.i- a d i  c -2- 

There .c.ras no lode a c t i v i t y  or  prospecting i n  t he  d.istrici; in the  p s t  
season# 

The placer n ines  of the  Otter  Precinct  Irere hampered. by t h e  shortage 
of 1,ra'ier "cis year,  but not  t o  t he  exrent  t h a t  mines i n  sone of t he  
otlie~? d i s t r i c t s  r,rere, The overa l l  production was probabbg afr"ectec1 
onLy s l i g h t l y  by the  d r y  season. 

The zeneralmining inc lus tq  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  seems t o  be slobrly dimini- 
shing, The chief  d i f ference between t h e  seasons of 194.9 and 1950 was ,+ ,,, 3 

t h a t  t he  At.~e I~Iilling Company l e f t  Chicken Creek Tor another pazt of t h e  
country, There were severa.1 less operations there  than i n  19Q, 
however, and t h e  nininq w i l l  probably continue t o  decrease, unless 
economic conditions change, 

\ - 
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-4 recent nel.rs r e l ea se  s t a t ed  t h a t  " c e  owners of the Xiley hedge  on 
Ot ter  Creelr, long inact ive ,  hoped t o  sesume opera,l;ions ~.ri_th it ne-xt 
year, Zf they succeed, it trill boost t h e  mining in the  v i c i n i t y  con- 
sider- abLy, but  it i s  very d o u b t f d  i n  t h e  r-riteer 's mind, lmo~..rilng t h e  
coizditisns, tnc~''~ tile ven twe  ? . r i l l  be succeseful, 

A la-rge po:rtion of t he  mining ew$o;r/.ees I n  -Li?e O';t,or B e c i n c t  a-re 012- 
r 1  t b e r s ,  bereffore,  t he  a~proach ing  InaipoJier d i f f i c u l t i e s  siloirld not 

a f f e c t  -the d i s t r i c t  as rn~~cl? a s  most oo-thei- nljninq areas,  

fioads ferofil t he  town of P l a t  take one to ,  or  verjr close t o ,  a i l  t he  
Ot.ber operations bu% one--'the operation on Prince Creel:. 

(1 
,i 3, .. 

The orily ac-Live &edge i n  t h e  ~ E s t ~ i c t  i s  o~)ora.ted by Che 1Lo;i;h , /- , j- 
&ie;$~n~~~-~,e$gi,n,ng,7~FC~$~~~~~,. i n e  c K2t h e  s on i s  the ma'ncger , 
=j? a m  dredging on Otter  Creek be2071 F1e.t on a paystre& e_npro:S- 
r;zately f i v e  hunclsed f e e t  vide. They stri? v i t h  hydkaulic gia.nts and 
thav t he  frozen pave1 r , r i t l z  cold ~.!ater points. The tha~.l;_.ng is  about 
three  years ahecd of t he  &edging, t c ~ i c h  i s  cluite ail advz-n-tage i n  t i n e s  

m1 of labor  shortages, Lne g a v e l  i s  a n a l l  c?l?d there  a re  no bou2ders-- 
a s h u n  con t ras t  t o  t he  Miscovich ~mo~md about hro lniles upslreao 
r.rhere tl~el-e are huge bouldeYs 'c'na-t se r ious ly  hpeded f o m e r  dredging, 
The cgrnvel n e a  bedzock contains a g ~ ~ m y  ;.!kite t o  3.igh.t blue 
materia2 '~.rIzich creates  sonewbat of a ~.r,o.shing probien. The g o l d  i s  - .  f i ne ,  i s  distsj-buted a t  various depths througl? t?e grave.:, uu-l is  not 
found i n  bedrock. 

Pat  Savage was f o ~ ~ z d  mining on Flai: C r e i  :.~i'ch tvo D-Y bulldozers, a .n .$' 
dragline,  ax1 a cre1.r of t e n  men. Nc l ~ a d  been rnifi-n? on ) T i l l o ~ ~  Creek i ; ~ "  / 

r q i  
r 

e a r l i e r  ia t h e  season, ine ground on F l a t  Creek is about mined out, 
and the  remainder is  marginal, 1,k. Savage planned mining thgre for a 
maxix~m of o m  more season, and perl=..ps l e s s .  

Gus Backs.Gro~fi 1,ias fouad rin.i .rg high oil t h e  s ide  of t he  r idge between 
TW- -.,. D ,,'*. ,- -.-, ..C.*. =. 

F l a t  Creek md Happy Cree!: on t he  F l a t  Creek side,  The deposj t i s  
thi r ty-- f ive  f e e t  deep aiid i s  composed of sa.nd, gravel, amd huge bou1.- 
ders trith t h e  gold 8.11 t he  I.T;Z?J frcm bedrock i;o grass roots .  The 
nla2;erLal is s o  t i g h t l y  packed that it can ha1~62.y be scratciled ~: i i th  8. I !  ,, 9) ' ! 
pick, j h e r ; ~  b i t  of it nus-i; be blasted loose. Then 'die boulders rlust ,l I 

be tjorl:ed out of -the tray x i t h  a sxall l-?a.ncl hois'b o:r bhceleci on a > /  

spec ia l ly  cons.trix,ted h e a ~ y  du-by trlleel'oarro~r ths-t Backstro?l xade for 
the pu:pose. A giant  vashes t h e  s~,lall n n t e r i s l  i n t o  tile boxes thich 
have s i d ~ ;  f e e t  of r i f y l e s  and ninety  f e e t  of t a i l i n g  fl&-de. This i s  
a back-breaking opeYation, but 3ackst ros  i s  a 11~:~ly olc?tL?Ier m d  
groud, of h i s  s-irength, The  pay is  ap;mei~t, ly suflficient f o r  Ms needs. 
The ice  in t he  cu t  holds h2il up 1mt5-1 xLd-J~ily each year, and the 
r.jz.ter i s  scarce  th~;t; elevation,  but he i s  s a t i s f i e d  ~ i t h  the 
acco;.nprisheni; of pining t h r ee  o r  four  t!~oussnd becbrock f e e t  per 
season. 



On t h e  other s i de  of t he  above-mentioned :ridge, necr the  top,  Ju les  
.. . ;* .- ,"a 

Stuves i s  mining a sl~a!!.lol;r r es idua l  deposli-b ~.Jl;_tln 3. I~ydraulic-:  t;Etfit, ,I .-/ I 
?E'i?%e&bock is  a monzonite o r  gan i . t e ,  Ths gold i s  'Doti1 f5ne .and , I  

,I- ; coa,rse and does no-i; go i n to  bed-rock, Stu:y.er mi.nes about 20,000 is-- 
bedrock: Seet per season and has p o m d  Poy t~.relvo or - th i r teen years, 
His r,.rxte~ is  usu2.-U.y s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  n inin?  orilp i n  Ai3i-i.1, i ~ u q s . t ,  and 
Se_ni;er:ibei3. C i m ~ b . ? ~  ai~ci s chee l i t e  21-3 f~:::qc? i i i  hi?; c:oI?.c~Y.~,~:~.~ss. 

Jolzn - . - L - . ~ . . - - - ~ ~ ~ . . ~  Boucrui.er ===- rms s in ing  by hiriself l,.ji.l;h z i  b~!_!_doze_r and hy&m.ulic 
o u t f i t  on Hanpj Croek. He i s  ',nol..m a.s one of tho h:.rdes-t !.;orking 
~niners  i n  t,he d i s t r i c t ,  On Ba,~?y Creel; he has been mining the  s ide  
o:?~y l e f t  behind by e a r l i e r  ~ l i n e ~ a ,  'out i s  i70t ~1a4ing m~1c11 pof i t .  Ee 
iS~il1. p~obably  have t o  oove Prom h i s  pzesefit loca t ion  b e f o x ?  long, 

->,. , ;> 
,: The pa-tnerslzi, of Ka-lte3 and Turney !rere found rnimn5.n~ i 2  a s e r i e s  , 

.--&P- 

' of d i f fe ren t  spo.6~ x 3 - o v  ~ree?;;" The Olser bro.l;hers ol,.m -the ' , , > I ,  ,ir 
~ ~ o ~ r n c l  and forr!zerl;r ,;lined -l;he;:e, mi. Hatteri ancl. Turner 1.r3re jumping- ' 

from one place t o  another i n  ar  atterngb t o  nlj.112 v:?-rious spo-i,s chat -t;'ne 
Olsens had d s s e d .  Tneir operations have beein la,rgely m;ccgin.c?l, 
they were ra they discotraged, The7 h:::.ve a bench rn?lich tlzeg '~'nilllc 
would ~ J T  t~e7-l-  i f  they cotdd mine it, but they c?:ono.li because it 
cannot be trashed with t he  means avail.able. They \.lore a l l  s e t  us  on 
t h i s  bench and s t a r t e d  t o  s l n i ce ,  but fo~tnb t h e t  they coxiLd not bred< 
up the  clayey ma:l;erial j.n t he  gravel. there ,  so 'c?~e;r had t o  give it up 

: and lilove else~.dlere. A so lu t ion  t o  t h i s  problex ..roulcl probably a i d  
> : ,  " them greatly,  

- ... 

iia,?ry Agoff ims reported ninin.g on Wince Creel; : 3 r i t l ~  a i n ~ l l d n z e r -  I',?, 5 
? ') 

hydra.ulic o u t f i t  and a crew of Pive men, I p 
1.L' , 

The Awe iIEning Cornpmy \rere not  ac t ive  an Chicken Cmek t h i s  y e a ,  1 ( ' 5 " '  

Under t he  company of ??t&$j$*$9:~;&6B~.&~$L i,$~q$, 1Ll3retr and 1iot:az-d 
l4iscovich were found ~ x l n i s g  on t he  original. Discovery C l a h  on Otter  
Creek. The creek -gade here i s  c ~ ~ ~ i t e  f l a t ,  2nd they d i d n o t  hzve 
drainage f o r  t h e i r  open cut ,  so  they were using a h y d ~ a x l i c  e levator  L,- 

t o  lift the  gravel. i-nto i h e  sluiceboxes. They use a -trenchhoe ( ~ I I O  

yard) f o r  t e a r i ng  u.p bedrock, but tilere are many la,rze boulders i n  t he  
gravel axti they have t o  do a la rge  zxlornt of -harld~.roriT i?? cleaning 
up a-round and underneat11 these  boulders, The most notel.rorthy thlng 
about tl1j.s deposit  i s  -that it ?.!as first dr i f t ed ,  then ?.redged, and 
nor? they :me rainins it f o r  t h e  i;hird t h e  'by open-cutting i 't and are 
st i l l  finding good pay, The operators ?.rere very i.rel1 s a t i s f i e d  \ r i t ' i l  
the  recovery, They \.ill. probably be 1iljn5ng .killere f o r  i?ELIy yf?~lrs as 
they have m s n y  c la .L~s and the  ground i s  good, Their caxp i s  well- 
equipped i n  macl~inery, parts, housf ng, e tc .  They even have a tra..ter- 
turbiile t ha t  T.lrrnis]les tllei;~ r ; r i " c  pkn'by or" e l e c t r i c  poT,rer, 1% i s  
t he  best  e q u i ~ p e d  - - small c ~ m p  t h e  m i t e r  has seen, The placer  
concentrate there contains man;;/ l a ~ g e  nuggets of cinnab,zr and 
scheel i te ,  



The - opera-Lion on S l a t e  Creek i s  managed by S o h  
O g ~ i z .  The g~ouncl here is  ve::y poor pad. tile ~io jec- l ;  has apparently 
been los ing  money for severa l  seasons. The operat ion r u m  smoothly / 
and they move a large  mount of gro~md, (ebout 220,000 bedrock f e e t  . ~i') 

,\ '>; per season) but  the  values a,re not s u f f i c i e n t  Por even a ma2ginal I 

proposition. It 1.~i.11 prob.bl-J not coribinue Tor another season, They 
have a gumbo-m.shing p:roblen there  also.  

The l a s t  property v i s i t ed  was t h a t  o f  fL%~z~,~J~ggc oil I;mh.'Leai~~te Pup. He 
-- 

o~.~ns  tile ground with h i s  wife. It  i s  on ths h i l l s i d e  above the  velley 
f loor ,  but i s  a water-laid deposit.  The r.ir?ter ! ~ . s  a p~-obJ.en, .L;i-lei-e 
only being enough f o r  't1.10 or  t h e e  one-hour spla.shes a day. Iibout f i ve  ,,,, 

..), :/ hundred f e e t  of tail. s l u i c e  rms used t o  ca r ry  'Lhe .tciliilgs down the  ..i.,, 
h i l l .  The p y  i s  f a i r l y  goocl and Leov i s  s"ollo~:ring it up the  hill., -+' 
not determining -tho side l h i t s .  He plans on cloii~g some prospect 
drrillirzg, if possible, -to f ind  t ~ e  probable 1 i ~ i . t ~  on tile deposit. 

Fred ,, dm* Lysber n-rrr-tcrz.ar f o m e r l y  o~.med the  I/la,le~nute ?LIP pro-perky and had s e v e ~ a l  
lode claims on outcrops nearby. He i s  reported Go have sent i n  quar tz  
smpLes f o r  a.ssa7 over a period of f i f t e e n  years up t o  13/,7, Leov 
%rCmts t h e  r e s ~ i l t s  of those assays, but no records or  them lmve been 
found i n  t h e  College Ass3,y Office thus fa r .  Any ini'on~ation t h a t  cen 
be obtained Eron the Juneau Office ~rould be apprecit):ted. 

Travel i..rithin t he  dis-tric.t  was rn~de pa r t l y  on TOO% and par'tly by 
t ruck t ranspor ta t ion arranged f o r  r,rith Joe  Parker of FLat, Iliavel 
t o  a c l  frorn t h e  c1istric.t was with Illa,ska Airlii?es, 



I.;iIljING OP31L'1TIO?~~S FOLZT'! DIVISION 

isI2ae m d  Adckess of -,-- ?Tc.ne and Location of  ZJ----.---- Vri3e ~ ) f  O.~ei.atFon 
Oaerat o r  i4ine ---- -- 

y L  

kgof f , Sarrg, F la t  'i ' ' Prince Creek BulZc~.ozer-~yccLrau1Fc 

,.-.,,,I 3 -7 Fackstror?., G u s ,  F l a t  Head of F l a t  Creek i-I.ydraulic 

3ouquisr, Johil, Fla% !Ia?gg Creek Sul.l6.ose-l.-3;rc?ra~~.1i c 

iiatteil nnd Turner, F l z t  r~' 'l~f5~!~i13.01,r Creek 
,I3 - 'E  

Leov, Harry, F l a t  t.k,13 - 31 l~ialermte ?up, %rib. to i-1gdra.cl.i. c 
O-l-ter Creek 

l.Yscovich, P. and Sons, Otter Creel: 
F l a t  13,33 

liorth h-ezican Dredging Otter  Creek 
Coi-.lpaza.~, F l a t  $ 3 f 

Savage, Fztr ick,  F l a t  F l a t  Creek sad 
$?illo~.,r Creek 

i)r;igliile-Yu.lldoz er-  
Iiycka~ili c 

Gold moClge 

SVd.ver, Ju les ,  F l a t  q g , 3 J Bead of Bappy Greek H;;&aul i c 

U o t i l a ,  Gus and Opiz, Sla t e  Creek 
John, F l a t  


