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I was au re ly  d tsappoin ted  i n  not being a b l e  t o  get  

more informat ion  t h a n  I d i d .  The appearance of t h e  count rys ide  t h e r e  
from t h e  a i r  and t h e  t r a i n  i s  very deceiving. Actual  inspection o f  
t h e  u rea  proves that cons iderable  t ime would have t o  be spent  i n   go^ 
i n g  around neighborhood, and a d i f f i c u l t  tlme w i l l  be had even a t  that 
because o f  t h e  t h i c k  underbrush, and prof'uuion o f  d e v l l  c lubs ,  a s  we16 
a s  t h e  soggy and awampp undopfoating. 

After an exhaust ing eeven hours  o f  pushing t h r u  t h e  
brush, I have no t  meh more than  a  genera1 idea  of t h e  l a y o u t  of t h e  
outcrop Fn r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  and the mountain s lope  t o  t h e  eas t .  

The a r e a  t o  t h e  weat  o f  t h e  claim an$ extending -l;o 
Turnagain Am i s  an ex tens ive  l o c a l  t i d a l  f la t  about  one. mLLe wide 
and 3 miles long(nor th  t o  eouth) a c r o s s  which t h e  r a i l r o a a  has a 
fl110d' i n  road' bed, The road bed ha8 caused swamp vege ta t ion  t o  grow 
an& i n c r e a s e  t h e  w a t e ~  h e l d  i n  place e a a t  o f  t h e  milroaci .  Only at 
exfireme high t i d e  ddea t h e  ktrnagain A r m  water oover  t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  f lat .  Runaeroue a r e a e  of white powder cover  tb drier pa rks  of t h e  
f l a t  a f t e r  it haa been out o f  water  forb awhile,  This  might i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  t h e  run-off  water  from t h e  bench haa R higher amount o f  calcium 
i n  s o l u t i o n  t h a n  i s  t o  be found elsewhere. 

I n  arry event ,  cons iderable  prospec t ing  w i l l  be nec- 
e s sa ry  Before aw apprec i ab le  amount of i n f o r m t i o n  can be obta ined  
and which w i l l  be necessary  t o  p lan  a  program o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
depoai t .  

P o t t e r  s e c t i o n  handa claim t h a t  t h e r e  have been s e w  
e r a l  propspectore i n  t h e  p a s t  who have sought gold a t  d i f f e r e n t  po in t8  
above t h e  c l a im  on t h e  bench, and' further back from t h e  r a i l r o a d .  Two 
men on t h e  eec t ion  gang s a i d  t h a t  they  had visited seve ra l  small  a d i t e  
and t r enches  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  when the  snow was beginning t o  melt. 
One of  t h e  men s a i d  t h a t  the  adi!ts were i n  rock s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  t o  t h e  
uoutll o f  P o t t e r  (g reena tone ) ,  and some were i n  rock s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  
around Portage J u n c t i o n  ( s l a t e  and greywacke). These men c l a im t o  'have 
heard t h a t  wire s i l v e r  had Been found i n  qua r t z  s t r i n g e r s  i n  one place. 
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As % h i s  a r ea  i s  j u s t  over ",e h i l l  froni t h e  :irdwood d i s t r i c t ,  it may 
well be t h h t  the n i n e r a l i z a f i o n  may be continued west t o  soqe ex ten t .  
This rnay m k e  it worth while t o  i n v e s t i a a t e  a t  soze f u t u r e  time. 

r-' 
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Sorae l a y s  ago, A .  5. S u i t h  came i n  t o  t e l l  us  t h e  s i + ~  
l a t i o n  i n  resards  t o  t;e property t h a t  he and Clyde Z l a s s ,  F i l a s  Eunker 
( r e c e n t l y  deceased) , and i.. C .  Crown optioned from Conn and John Carlson 
on l a ldez  Creek. Thie group paid down some uns ta ted  amount, and a r e  Lo 
complete payment i n  about 5 yeare.  They have formed t h e  " I n t e r i o r  M i n -  
i n s ,  S r i l l i n g  & Developing Co., c a p i t a l  - (jlOO,C)OO, par  value 3100 pey 
ohare. About 630 of the s t3ck  hae been sold an -l i s  he ld  by the 4 organ- 
i ze r s .  About 9 3il0s of c l a i n s  a r e  he ld  on "aldez Zreek. A t  p r e sen t ,  
A .  C. Crown i s  i n  c h a r ~ e  of  the  t e s t  d r i l l i n g  o f  1 2  holes ,  and t h e  l a t e r  
d r i l l i n g  of about 12  more holes .  According t o  3 a i t h ,  an o rde r  hae been 
placed f o r  a  ;IuBer dredge, 500 tons,  wi th  5 f a b t  bucketa and a b l e  t o  d i g  
L10 f e e t .  They expect t o  d ig  a t  about 53 f e e t .  ':ravel i s  running about 
90d u yard. I t  is hoped t h a t  they w i l l  be i n  ope ra t ion  by next  summer 
if a l l  goes well .  

Clark  _'. Smith who ha8 severa l  claima west of  t h e  
i a h i l t n a  ? i v ~ r  and in t ends  Lo go i n  and l o c a t e  more t h i o  summer, was 
i n  looking f o r  maps o f  t h a t  sect ion.  'one a r e  ava i lab l -e  so he w i l l  
$till have t o  r e l y  on h i s  anc ien t  Trroll map. 

John ;faynee s n d  Car l  'Chomas, Box 877, ' eward b ~ o ~ g h t  
i n  four  samples of  yock and qua r t z  f o r  assaying from a c l a im which they  
had loca t ed  on F i r s t  S t r e e t  i n  C;ewad, a t  t he  base of  Iount Xarathon. 
?he samples have not  been run ye t  so t h e  r e s u l t s  are not known both 
both men say t h a t  f r e e  gold i e  e a s i l y  t o  be seen i n  hand speciaens and 
t h a t  panning i n d i c a t e 8  ft e a s i l y .  They have sunk a t e n  f o o t  s h a r t .  
I t  seems t h a t  the  eu r f ace  has been homesteaded by Senator  Srowell ,  o r  
r a t h e r  he owns it and question8 t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  mina. They do not  know 
of t h e i r  r i g h t e ,  and o f f e red  t o  make an agreement v i t h  him. ;In h i s  
i .nsiotence on a 2 T  roya l ty ,  which they refused t o  g ive ,  they  came i n  
t o  Anchorage t o  g e t  advice  from John Hel len tha l .  9e t o l d  them t h i s  
morning t h a t  theks  a r e  t h r e e  o the r  o lde r  claim6 neighboring t h e i r  c laims 
and {;hat the  mineral  d g h t s  were not  included in t h e  homestead pa ten t ,  

:Jumerqus i n a u i d b a  a r e  being made here d a i l y  but  no- 
t h i n g  concre te  seems t o  be coming of  them. '.t seeme t o  be more of  a  
kind of i n t e r e s t  r a t n e r  t han  a  d e s i r e  t o  g e t  out  and pr3spect .  :,Im y 
admit t h a t  they  w i l l  have t o  save a  s t a k e  before a t tempt ing  t o  go out,  

Ngthing f u r t h e r  has  developed about  g e t t i n g  u s  o u t  0% 
the o f f i ce  o t h e r  t h a n  the r e t u r n  of' Raymor Brown from t h e  e t a t e a ,  and 
h i s  stop a t  Juneau t o  t a l k  with you about it. Curbstone nunor has it 
t h a t  w e  a r e  out  and t h a t  it only remtns ns a  p o i n t  of' whem we a r e  to 
go. Everyone fears Mrs. Hoppin f o r  some reason o r  o the r ,  OF t hey  g i v e  
?Bat iqprese ion .  

Hope t h a t  yqu can mke your visit soon a s  planned 
a s  I am t r u l y  anxious t o  see you and t a l k  t o  you. Nothing u rgen t  
of course.  
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An autcropphg of Wrnestone is located at a point approximately east 
of mile 10268 an the Alaska railroad, and a b u t  three milea northerly of the 
Fetter Station. Aucses to the property i r r  @ means of a rough road and t r a i l ,  
Prom J~he railroad at mil,@ 103.5. B fm or hawsCead7 i 8 located about 
me-half vllile from the ra i lmid  on the trsiP, The limestone outcrop is 
about tuo miles fk.om the m r W d  by trail., or aboort one-hU & across an 
ahrr l ;  impassable tidal flat from the railroad at d . 3 ~  102.8, 

I 

The Limestone has been horn for g ; l a n ~ ~  yam, and probably prior t o  
19x5. It wa6 located Ap53 JO, 1917 by Cb.ence R. and 3, 17, Bhodm. &era3 
Srxrvey wan made A u g t t s t  24-26, 1923, and paten* issu@d A p f i  1, 1924. The area 
inclncied :tn the eldm (The White b c k  Phcec @Waf fs 1.8Ll93 aemr, 

The Umestcrr outcrop. at the edge of grad. whi& appears to be a . 
terrae* L h g  the ahom of Turnagain A m  and on &a orasterm &p of ie&fZilLg 
of t h n  f3bgach M a i n s e  Tlie gceneral elevation of the b m c r  or bneh h- 
m~dist;ely to the ea& and north of %he Uau~stma b u s  nth emeed 150 feet, 

CWO I- &CPOPB~ @?96&0rle according b TtlOkt U m  
nsted to Chs wsd of Ohe l.im&mm, +rrf a m  ta the are&, &b k t  fez? a 
M a e  of -hdU d.b 5J1 -Oh -0ti-* 3318 bnoh S ~ ~ S ~ M I  to kr 
bpoken bg gatompa although it is di5fTcd.t t~ be aerl;& beeapee sf the 
thiek & a m  whish wmra #a area. Ths l b a h n e  arttamp mxtwts  s 
hi& weahslrad and d e d  m k  ufiiah Tuck aayu is a greenrrtzans, arsd O h e  
a terap of Urn La spUt by an hertion af tMar ~amtrs highly weathen8 p m -  
& a e ,  B, ia ftactnred atlthurtrgh a mmon striker and dip aould nut be determined 
for the nhobo The weatherad gl?sena%one aogfaet a t h  the western porkion of 
tihe b a t o n e  shows gouge material. abut 3 h u b s  thick, and appears t o  be 

& i ~ d ,  wobbly W t e .  

1 Hand apcimenrr of the 3.be~Lonr show thln minleta of ca2cite and 
masivef$ ct~gntallirie st;ruc0uucle. Quarks seeme ta be m o r e  fa evidence in 
the mea ern the west sSde 09 the outarsg than OR th eaut side. Tha wlor 
i s  a blue gray, md almg fraetnrsa are hains d h o e  mcebved prubabw 
f'rm the weathered grsenstoae a&jobhg, 

Blthoagh no oo~rg of USGS W e t i n  729b is availabxe, a reference in 
office notes is made khat , th is  W e t h  tarcrhes on the P&tw oukompo 



I$ ia said t h a t  an unkaotan amount af Umaetane ~PQFB W s  IeaaUty mar 
lxmed md ueted by sarller day hawsteadera as a satisfactory ~ 3 3 ,  fa4zl.Usar, 
and also used an an hgredient in the a s t e r  used Js the arf- hi& 
school b ulldsg at Axwhorage , 

Very U % t l ~  mrk has been h e  an tha dtt5h ar the ~ ~ 2 8  atamp of UMW 
stone erne@ for the nain- 32 the quantity burned gears age, & 8 m d  
of the h t e r ~ &  in Unmstone ae eaurca f w ~  porrsAb3g iadtmtw ttssa 5n % h i s  
seatian, a pmgrwt a t  explomtian should be encouraged, Sueh e pregm 
s h d l d  h .abde  *enah*, testi &LlUng, and a uompPr td  in~pestfm t#f O b  
m f  aue flDF geahgiczaL &tailis, Dur .bo t:k heavy 'brush Zaacrl uuaqv 
ocsnditions, the uizmst diffidtbs w E L  be found to W e r  this work in erny 
masonabla sh~rt i  tirmDr 

The faat +&a6 L h  elrbio h n w  patented, %he a u ~ ~  area hars- baren 
wLthcb8wn by th8 Pedaral gcrpernd as s pmmr dC@, arrd fcut use ar a 
of t he  Fort H&ahardscm H X U t ~ r r g  Bseme h w  bndbd t;o coal. any ~~.thu&mt 
tor iavesbigatian of t h i s  seetitm at Potter and qd.oitatia ei Pebgames, 
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a f  l imestone i s  l oca t ed  a t  a poin t  a p p r o x i z l ~ t e l y  e a s t  of 
t h e  Alaska r a i l r o a d ,  and about  t h r e e  miles  no r the r ly  of t h e  

P o t t e r  S t a t i o n .  Access t o  t h e  property i s  by means o f  a  rough raad and 
t r a i l  from t h e  r a i l r o a d  a t  mile  103.5. h l one  farm o r  homealead? i s  Loc- 
a ted  about  one-half mile from t h e  r a i l r o a d  on t h e  t r a i l .  The Linestone 
outcrop i s  about  two miles  from t h e  r a t l r o a d  by t r a i l ,  o r  about one-half mile 
ac ros s  an almost  impassable t t d a i  :flaBr2bpm tbe .cafl.amd::at-r&1e;bQ268. 

P3e l imes tone  haa been known f o r  m n y  yea r s ,  and probahdy p r i o r  t o  1915. 
I t  was loca ted  A p r i l  10, 1917 by Clarence R.  and 5. F. 3hodea. {vlfneral 
Survey was made Auguot 2j4-26, 1923, and pa t en t  issued A p r i l  1, 1924. 
The a rea  included II t h e  claim ( Tha White Rock F l a c e r  c la im)  i s  15.197 
acres .  

The l i n e s t o n e  au tcrqps  a t  t h e  edge of grave l  which appea r s  t o  be a t e r r a c e  
a long  t h e  ehoru o f  F~ rnaga in  A r m  and on t h e  western s lope of  f o o t h i l l s  o f  
t h e  Uhugach Ablountains. The general. e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r r a c e  o r  bench im 
mediately t o  t h e  e a s t  and n o r t h  o f  t he  lirnestone does no t  exceed 1% f e e t .  
Only two sm11 outcrops ,  greenstone accord ing  to .  Tuck, hi.ghly oxidized 
were noted t o  t h e  west o f  t h e  l tmoatone, and none t o  t h e  west, a t  l e a s t  f o r  
a d i s t a n c e  o f  one-half mile i n  each d i r e c t i o n .  The bench appears  t o  be 
unbroken by outcrope al though it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  be c e r t a i n  because of t h e  
t h i c k  underbrush vhich  covers  the  a r ea ,  The l imestone outcrop c o n t a c t s  
a h igh ly  weathered and eroded rock which Tuek says  i s  a  greenstone,  and 
t h e  outcrop o f  l i m e  is s p l i t  by an i n s e r t i o n  o f  t h i a  same highly weatherec? 
greenstone. I t  i s  f r a c t u r e d  a l t h o  a common s t r i k e  and d i p  could no t  be 
determined f o r  t h e  whole. The weathere6 greenetone con tac t  with t h e  western 
por t ion  o f  t h e  l i m e t o n e  shows gouge ma te r i a l  about 3 i nches  t h i c k ,  2nd 
appears  t o  be mainly an  iron minel-a1 probably l imonite .  

Sand specimens o f  t h e  l i n e s t o n e  ahow t h i n  ve in leks  o f  c a l c i t e  and massively 
c - y s t a l l f n e  s t ~ u c t u r e ,  Q u a r t z  seems t o  be gore i n  evidence i n  t h e  mse on 
tl ie west s ide  o f  t h e  outcrop than  on t h e  e a s t  eide. The c o l o r  i s  a  b lue  
g ray ,  and a long  f r a t d r e s  a r e  s t a i n s  of' i r o n  received probe bly from t h e  
weathered qrees tone  ad jo in ing .  

Altho ao copy o f  lJSGS B u l l e t i n  792b i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  a  re ference  i n  o f f i c e  
no te s  i s  made that t h i s  b u l l e t i n  touches on t h e  P o t t e r  7utcrop. 

I t  i s  s a id  t h a t  an unknown amount of l i a e s t o n e  from t h i s  l o c a l i t y  was bum-  
ed and used by e a r l i e r  day homesteaders a s  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  s o i l  f e r t i l i z e r ,  
and a l s o  used a s  an i n g r e d i e n t  i n  tl,le p l a s t e r  used i n  $lie o r i g i n a l  h igh  
scho9l bu i ld ing  a t  Anchorage. 

Jery l i t t l e  work ha8 been done on t h e  claim o r  the  one outcrop of  l imestone 
except  f o r  t he  mining of t \ e  s m l l  quan t i t y  burned y e a r s  ago. gecause of 
t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  l imestone a s  a sourca f o r  poss ib le  i n d u s t r i a l  uses  i n  t h i e  
aec t ion ,  a  program of exp lo ra t ion  should be encoura~ed .  Such a program 
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should include t renching ,  t e a t  d r i l l i n g ,  and a competent i n spec t ion  o f  
t h e  s u r f a c e  f o r  geological. d e t a i l e .  2ue t o  t he  heavy brush and l o c a l  
swanpy condi t ions ,  the utmost d i f f i c u I . t i a ~  w i l l  be found t o  h inde r  t h i s  
work i n  any reasonable s h o r t  time. 

The f a c t  t h a t  the  claim i s  now patented,  the  surrounding a rea  ha8 been 
wkthdrawn by t h e  f ede ra l  government as a power site, and f o r  use as a p a r t  
of t h e  Iport Richardson Military lieserve has tended t o  cool any enthusiasm 
for  i n v e s t i a g t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a t  P a t t e r  and e x p l o i t a t i o n  of i t s  re- 
BOUrCBB. 

Anchorage, Alaska 
J U I ~  11, 1946 

A S  s o c i a t s  i i ining Engineer 


