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/ Dear ir. Stewart:
/
f ~.... _ Enclosed is a short reportm the Potter Limestone é) r
: (fogethsr with the TR issued for transportattonm o gnd Lxom EREESF o> e L 7

I was suraly disasppointed in not being able to get
more information than I did. The appearance of the countryside there
from the alr and the train is very deceiving. Aetual inapection of
the area proves that considerable time would have to be spent in go=
ing around neighborhood, and a difflcult time will be had even at that
becauge of the thick underbruah, and profusion of devil clubs, as well
as the soggy and swampy underfooting.

After an exhaueting;ﬂeven houre of pushing thru the
brush, I have not much more tham e general ides of the layout of the
outecrop in relation to the railroad and the mountsin elope to the east.

The arsa to the west of the claim and extending to
Turnagain Arm 12 an exteneive local tidal flat about one mile wide
and 3 miles long(narth to south) acrosa which the railroed has a
filYed in road bed. The road bed has cauased awamp vwegatation to grow
end inerease the water held in place eamst of the rallroad. Only at
“extreme high tide does the Turnagein Arm water ocover this portion of
the flat. Numerous areas of white powder cover the drier parte of the
flat efter it hes bsen out of water for awhile., This might indicate
that the run-off water from the bench has & higher amount of ealcium
in solution than is to he found eleewheres.

In any event, conslderabls prospectihg will be nec-
esgary before ary appreciable amount of information can be obtained
and which will be necessary to plan a program of exploitation of the
deposit., ) : .

Potter section hande c¢laim that there have bean sew-
eral propspectors in the past who have sought gold at different points
above the cleim on the bench, and furthor back from the rallroad. Two
men on the section gang sald that they had visited ssveral emall adite
and trenches earlier in the apring when the snow was beglmming to melt.
One of the men said that the adiits were in rock similar to that to the
south of Potter (greenstone), and some were in rock simlilar to that
around Portage Junction (slate and greywacke)., Thesea men claeim to have
heard that wire silver had been found in quartz stringers in one place.
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Mr. B. D. Stewart -2~ July 11, 1946

A this area is just over the hill from the "irdwood district, Lt may
well be that the wmineralizetion may be continued west to some extent.
“his may wake it worth while to investigate at so=e future time.

I e VIR

Sorwe days ago, A. B. 8mith came in to tell us the sit-
qation in regards to the property that he and Clyde Slass, Silas Punker
(recently deceased), and 4. C. Crown optioned from Conn and John Carlson
on aldez Creelk. Thia group paid down some unstated amount, and are to
complete payment in about 5 years. They have formed the "Intertor Min
Ilng, Orilling & Developing Co., capital - $100,000, par value 5100 per
share. About &% of the stock has bsen sold ani is held by the 4 organ-
Lzers. About 9 ailes of claims are held on Yaldez Creek. At present,
A. C. Crown 18 in chargze of the test drilling of 12 holes, and the later
drilling of about 12 wmore holes. Aeccording to Smith, an order has been
placed for a Huber dredge, 500 tons, with 5 faot buckete and able to dig
L10 feet. They expect to dig at about 50 feet., &Gravel is running about
90¢ a yard. It is hoped that they will be in operation by next summer
1f all goes well.

Clark 2. Smith who has several clalms west of the
“ahiltna River and intends to go in and locate more this summer, wes
in looking for maps of that section. ‘“one are availab'e so he will
still have to rely on his anclent “roll map.

John ilaynes and Carl Thomas, Box 877, "eward brought
in four samples of rock and quartz for as<sying frowm a claim which they
had located on Firat Street in Seward, at the base of Ilount Marathon.
The samples have not been run yet so the results are not known both
both men say that free gold is easily to be seen in hand specimens and
that panning indlicetes Lt easily. They have sunk a ten foot shaft.

It seems that the surface hae been homesteaded by Senator Browell, or
rather he owns it and questions their right to mine. They do not know
of their righta, and offered to malke an agreement with him. On his
insistence on a 2%{ royalty, which they refused to zive, they came in

to Anchorage to get advice from John dellenthal. He told them this
morning that thete® are three other older cleaims neighboring their claims
and that the mineral rightea were not included in the homestead patent.

Mumernus inquireés are being made here daily but no-
thing concrete seems to be coming of them. It gseems to be more of a
ind of interest rather than a desire to get out snd prospsct. tlamy
admit that they will have to save a stake before attempting to go out.

Nothing further has developed about gstting us out of
the office other than the resturn of Raymor Brown from the etates, and
his stop at Junsau to talk with you abdout it. Curbstone rumor has it
that we are out and that it only remaiuns as a point of where we are to
go. Everyone fears Mra. Hoppin for some remson or other, or thay give
that impresseion.

Hope that ysu can make your vislt soon as planmed
as [ am truly anxious to ses you and talk to you. Nothing urgent
of coursa.

Thies seems to he all for the present, so wé}h~regarﬁg
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POTTER LIMESTONE July 11, 1946
m’ H. L. Fledler
Assoclate Mining Engineer

An outcropplng of limestone is located at a point approximately east
of mile 102,8 on the Alaska railroad, and about three miles northerly of the
Potter Statlon, Access to the property ia by means of a rough road and trail
from the railread at mile 103.,5. A lome farm or homestead? is located about
one-half mile from the railroad on the trail, The limestone outcrop is
about two miles from the railroad by trall, or about one-half mile across an
almeat lmpassable tidal flat from the railroad at mils 102.8,

The limestone has bheen known for many years, and probably prior to
1915. It was located April 10, 1917 by Clarence R, and S, F. Rhodes. Mineral
Survey was made August 24~-26, 1923, and patent issued April 1, 1924, The area
included in the alaim (The White Rock Placer cln.im) is 18.193 acres.

The limestons cutcrops at the edge of gravel which appears to be a .
terrace along the shore of Turnagain Arm and on the wostern slops of foothills
of the Chugach Mountains, The general elevation of the terrace or bench ilm-
mediately to the east and nerth of the limsstone does not exeeed 150 feet,
Only two small cuterops, greenstone according to Tuck, highly oxidized were
noted to the west of the limsstone, and nons to the wast, at lsast for a
distance of one~half mile in sach direwctien. The bench appears to bs un-
.broken by cutcorops although it is difficult to be certain becaunse of the
thick underbrush which covers the area, The limestone ontorop- contacts a
highly weathered and eroded rock which Tuek says is a greenstons, and the
ocatorop of 1ima is split by an insertion of this same highly weathered green-
. stone, It is frasctured although a common strike and dip could not be determined
for the whols. The weathered greenstone contact with the western portion of
the limsatone shows gouge material about 3 inchss thick, and appoars to be
mainly an iron mineral prebably limonite.

J° Hand specimens of the limestone show thin veinlets of caloite snd
massively erystalline structure., Quartz seems to be more in évidence in
the mass on the west side of the outerep than on the east gide,: The coloxr
is a blue gray, and alang frastures are stains of iron received probably
from the weathered gresenstone adjoining. : _

Although no copy of USGS Bulletin 729b is available, a reference in
office notes is made that this bulletin touches on the Potiter outarop.



Potter lLimeatone, continued

It is sald that an unknown amount of limestone from this locality was
burned and used by earlier day hemesteaders as a satisfactory soil fertiliaer,
and also used an an ingredient in the plagtsr used in the origi.nal high
school building at Anchorage, '

" Yery little work hes been done an the olalm or the one ocutorop of limew
stane except for the mining o the small quantity burned years ago. Bssause
of the Iinterest in limestone as a source for pessible Aindustrial uses in this
section, & program of exploration should be encouraged. Such a pogram
ahould inelude trenchirg , test drilling, and a sompetent inspeotion of the
surface for geologlical details, . Due to the heavy brush and losal swampy
conditiona, the utmost diffioultiss will be found to hinder this work in &y
reasonable short time.

The fact that the claim is now patented, ths surrocunding area has been
withdrawn by the federal government as a pewer site, and for use as a part
of the Fort Riohardsen Military Heserve has tended to cool any entlueiasm
for investigation of this ssstion at Potter and exploitation ef its resources,
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FOTTZR LIMESTOVE.

An outcrogpng of limestone 18 located at a polnt approximately esast of

mile 102. n the Alaska railroad, and about three miles northerly of the
Potter Statlon. Access to the property is by weana of a rough road and

trall from the railroad at mile 10%3.35. A lone farm or homestead? is loc--
ated about one-hslf mile from the railroad on the trail. The limeatone
outcrop is about two miles from the railroad by trail, or about one~half mile
across an almost impassable tidal:ftatu#rom the . reflroadiatrmiles}d2.8.

fne limestone has Yesn known for many years, and probahly prior to 1915.
It was located April 10, 1917 by Clarence R. and 8. F. Rhodes. Mineral
Survey was made August 24~26, 1923, and patent Lesued April 1, 1924,

The aree included in the claim (Thu White Rook Placer Claiuo is 18.193
aAcres.

The limeatone outcrops at the edze of gravel whioch appears to be a terrace
along the shore of Turnagain Arm and on the western slope of foothills of
the Chugach Mountsins. The general elevation of the terrace or bench im-
mediately to the east and north of the limestone doee not exceed 150 foaet.
Only two small outerops, greenstone according to.Tuck, highly oxidized

wore noted to the west of the limestone, and none to the west, at least for
a distance of one-half mile in each direction. The bench appaars to be
unbroken by outerops although it 1ag diffieult to be ocertain because of the
thick underbrush which covers the area, The limestone outcrop contacte

a highly weathered and eroded rock which Tuck saye is a greenstone, and

the outcrop of lime ie split By an insertion of this same highly weathered
greenstone. It 1s fractured sltho a common strike and dip could not be
determined for the whole. The weathered greenmstone contact with the western
portion of the limsstone shows gouge material about 3 inches thick, and
appears to be mainly an iron mineral probably limonite.

Hand speclimena of the limestone show thin veinlete of calcits and messively
cryatalline structure. Quartz secems to be more in evidence in the mmse on
the weet slde of the outerop than on the eaat side. The color is a blue
gray, and along fratures are stains of iron received probebly from the
weathered greestone sdjoining.

Altho no copy of U335 Bulletin 792b is available, a reference in office
notes is made that this bulletin touches on the Potter Hutcrop.

It {8 said that an unknown amount of liuestone from this locality was burn-
ed and used by earlier day homesteaders as a satisfactory soil fertiliger,
and also used as an ingredient in the plaster used in the original high
schonl building at Anchoragze.

Very litile work has be=n done on the claim or ths one outcerop of Limestone
except for the mining of t4e small quantity burned years ago. Because of
the interest in limestone as a sourcs for possihle industrial uses in this
gection, a program of exploration should be encouraged. Such a program



Potter Limestone. .,

should include trenching, test drilling, and a competent inspection of

the surface for geological details. Due to the heavy brush and local

pwampy conditions, the utmost difficulties will be found to hinder this
worl in any reasonable short time.

The fact that the claim ie now patented, the surrounding area has been
wbthdrawn by the federal government as a powar site, and for use as a part
of the [fort Richardson Military Reserve has tended to cool any enthusiasm
for investiagtion of thie section at Potter and exploitation of its re-
gourcee. "

Anchorage, Alaska HKQ/
July 11, 1946 arry L. F1edler,
Associate Mining Engineer



