
L 

?'.. MC r-''?~gy PBECINCT 
- )__ N O T E D  

/COPP/ .29 
"- -.- 

STATENZXP RE MIXIitG CLAIMS OF K A E $ $  is43 

MARTIN HARRAIS, UPPER CHITIBTA VALUY, ALASKA 8 2 ,:,-:* -. t '- !--Ly 
.\ , . 

f am c a l l i x  your at tent ion t o  an undevelo?ed, highly minerglized par t  

of Alaska which has &eat f'uture poss ib i l i t i e s ,  nmely, the ~ ~ ~ e r  Chitina Valley, 

and inviting your financial. assistan- for  i t s  developmnt. 

under separate cover I am sending you the U.S.G.S. bul le t in  and maps, 

giving the general geology of the country and my locations marked i n  red ink; also 

a blue pr in t  of my locations. 

I located the property i n  the fall of 1926 and the sgring of 1927, I have 

devoted mjr whole time ever  since to developing the ~ r o ~ e r t y ,  md have emended over 

$15,000.00 i n  time a& aoney for  development work. I n  my thirtr-three yezrs of 

prospecting a.nd m i n i n g  experience, I hzve not seen a g r o ~ e r t y  (except the Bonrmza 

Mine i n  the Kennecott group) which showed as much ore value f o r  the money eeend  e'd 

as m y  ~ r o s e r t y  does. I hold the t i t l e  of the groperty by r ight  of discovery and 

location, znd have taken preliminary steps of application fo r  e United States  pat- 

ent. 

The lead o r  mineralized zoneq%i$? of the shear zone type i n  the limestone. 

Strike, east twenty degrees south; dip,  eighty degrees northerly. You w i l l  observe 

by the U.S. G.S. map tha t  the limestone formation i s  bounded on the foot w a l l  by 

intrusive granite,  and on the hsaging wall by greenstone. l?he surface of the h i l l s  

i s  mostly covered by timber, s o i l ,  asd s l ide rock; but there @e~several gulches 

and water canyons which cut the lead almost at r ight  angles, exposing the lead 

the de2th of f i f t y  t o  two hundred feet .  The lead has been tracea:;Sn these ,ulches 

znd cangrons by i t s  @ysiczl s t ructure and minerzlization f o r  about f ive  miles. 

On g6y locations I have uncovered the lead i n  twenty-three d i f ferent  places 

by ogen cuts,  short tunnels, and blast ing off the aanyos walls; and have def in i te ly  

determined the character a.nd mineralization of the l e d  fo r  ten  thousand feet.  



However, most of the work i s  done on Margaret Creek ea3 Dry W c h  -- see blue print .  

Margaret Creek cuts  iihe l e d  to the depth oI' 200 f t .  I have blasted off the vest 

w a l l  f o r  148 ft .  and crosscut the lead; also, I have s ix  short tunnels driven on 

the para l le l  s h e ~ r  p l a e s  -- see section flA.B.n i n  the blue p r in t ,  An assey sample 

was tzken from a hi& grade lens 26 i n ,  wide i n  the sectioc m-wked *Dyken, znd show- 

ed the following results:  Copper 18$, Lezd 135, Zinc 2$, Silver 10oz. !bere i s  

some miniral thruout the whole width of 148 ft., with h igh~rzde  str ingers  and m i l l -  

ing ore i n  p l ~ c e s .  On the east w a l l  of the  on, akogt 150 f t ,  apart ,  I hzve 

blasted off for ty  f ee t  of the wall, and i t  shows tlas seme conditions o f  nineraliza- 

tion, 1450 f t .  west of F4arg.~.ret Creek i s  Drr W c h ,  froa which an assqv s ~ a p l e  four 

f ee t  wide was tzken, which showed the follo~iring results: Co?per 13$, L e d  &$, Zinc 4$, 

Silver 12 oz, -- see section itC,Dn markednZumel~, About 300 f t .  west fron Dry Gulch 

- see blue pr in t  mwlced " O p e n C u t L  an assay sm3le was taken from a 4 in. stringer 

i n  a decoqosed l e d  which showed the following results:  Co2per 8$, Silver 54 02. 

I c a l l  your attention to the blue pr in t ,  From l?ourth of July Creek t o  

Douglas Creek, almost i n  a s t ra ight  l i n e ,  a d i s t ~ a c e  of 10,500 f t . ,  there a re  twenty- 

three different places where the l e d  i s  uncovered on the surface, very much weathered; 

but i t  shows mineralization wit:: highgrade str ingers  an4 milling ore i n  it. Thee 

reason that  the claims a re  stzked two vide i s  to cover cross-frsctures, which O C i X r  

at frequent in tervals  and e x t e d  f o r  some d i s t ~ ~ c e  on 35th sides o f  the sheax zme 

zs rninerdi zed sems,  
L 

The location i s  f vora-~le  fo r  ecsnornic mint%, mere  i s  enough good mining 

timber availcble t o  l a s t  for  several yepzs, and enow\ wafer power can be obtained 

frox Margzret Creek and Fourth of Ju ly  Creeks to  run a l ~ r g e  plant. 

The geologicd f d r m t i o ~ s  o f  the Lover Chitina Yallw,  1,vhere the Kenneeott 

mines are  located, anCl the U?~er  Chitina Vsllpy are s iPi lzr ,  but the mineralization 

i s  of different t ; ~ e s .  The ore i n  the Kemecott mines occurs i n  lenses of highgrade 

cop9er with no def in i te  contimous fissures,  I n  the U??er Chitina Valley there Ps 

a shear zone i n  lime formation, extending from Barnard Glacier t o  the Chitinst Glacier 

* - --- 



---- a d i s twce  of eight , miles, and I have found mineral i n  places the whole d is t -  
- * 

a c e ,  while my surface development work demonstrated an almost continuous probable 

ore body 90 1450 f t .  Unquestion~.bly the type of rninereliza.tion of the Up2er Chitina 

Val* i s  more favorable for  the proOuction of l a g e r  tomsges of ore and f o r  longer 

l i f e  bg production than the mines of the lower vslley. Nok.r i thst~ding the fac t  that 

the said Kennecott mines were only pros?ects twenty years ago, they hzve been t h ~  e 

marvelous financial. expansion o f  the Xennecott Copger Coqoration, whose asse ts  were 

l i s t e d  a ye:z ago at $278,339,000.00. 

The property i s  situated about sixty-five n i l e s  fron iIcCarthy, a s ta t ion  

on the Copper River and Borthwestern Railro~id. Thsre i s  a good road leading t o ~ a r d  

the property for  a dlst nce of ten n i les ;  a bridge across the M i z i a  River, bui l t  by 

the Government at a cost o f  $1?5,000';00; f o r  seventeen miles far ther  a good sled 

road f o r  winter use Bas been cut out,  coimecting the STazina Bridge and the C h i t k a  

River, thus making winter freight ing possible with horses a d  sleds. We have the 

promise of the B o d  Conmission tha t  the r o d  'glilding w i l l  be continued next swrmer. 

I n  summer, zirplane and pack horses zr2 used. There are no unusual di f f i cx l t i e s  t o  

t o  overcome, a d  a good truck road o r  even a rzi l ro&d can be b u i l t  st a reasonable 

cost. 

f hzve given a brief description of the geology of the country and the 

minerds uncovered by my work, but r ea l ly  one mst see the conditions to a p p e c i a t e  

the potentisl  value of the pro2erty znd the future poss ib i l i t i e s  of  the country. 

I am interested party, but-I  do not think my in te res t  has warped my - 

Judgeaent. I see g r sa t  poss ib i l i t i e s  there, not 0x117 i n  my own grogerty, but the 

&ole d i s t r i c t  f o r  n i l e s  shows indicetions of  cop2er ars ei tker  as f l o a t  i n  cre& 

bottoms or  on the c w o n  w a l l s ,  ---md not a b i t  of prospecti% work done on it. 

If you are looking f o r  mines of l a rge  tonn2:e a d  13% l i f e  of production, you w i l l  

do well t o  serd a mining geologist t o  investigcate t h i s  alnost u ~ h t i m  d i s t r i c t .  

The property can be acquired on ~t deferred gaplent plan of pa r t  cash m d  

part  stock, or f o r  a t o t a l  cash purchase price wit'n deferred p . p e n t s .  

'\ Respectfully subnitted, 



SuPPleasnti& the ffST~xT3i.BqT BE L.fIIII.JG CLAIlIS OF EiARTIW HBBBBIS, I&P@. ' - . - - - - '  

C'dITIU VALLEY, ALASKA: 

f am sorry that  I c-ot give the exact date of the above mentioned 

Statement, but under date of December 17,  1928, he g w e  the following interview to 

the Cordova Daily T i m e s :  HTne miaeral ledge i n  wkich q 7  property l i e s  shows g o ~ d  ore 

f o r  a d i s t ~ n c e  of s i x  miles ir, extent.--------There zre two distincb grades of ore 

on the proaerty. *The ore taken from Douglas Creek, Fiarg,a.rte Creek, and Fourth of 

July Creek aaercges nl, to 545 minerd content, Fron one 28-foot vein comes the 

following: Copper 13.3$, lead 10.65, zincti$, and si lver  1.2 oz., t o t ~ l ,  29.9% plus 

1.2 oz. Next to t h i s  i s  a 78-foot s lab of bzsren ground ?ad the r  calm s an 8-foot 

vein that carr ies  17.8s copper, 12.5:; lei?d, 23-69 zinc, a d  9.6 oz. s i lve r ,  totdl 

53.95 plus 9.6 02. n(ECennecott Copper Co~ore . t ion  assays). Using the ilennecott 

assay ce r t i f i ca te  as a basis of cdcu la t ion ,  a t  the then current prices of m e t d s ,  

a conservative estimate of the vzlues of the ore was $157.00 per ton. 

On October 3, 1936, M r  Haxrais mate:  HIn 1930 the Territory built a land- 

ing f i e l d  within 1000 f t ,  of my camp an& we use a i c l a n e s  fo r  summer a d  even  dater 

t r a n ~ y o r t a t i o n . ~  (Have no knowledge of preser~t conditions of field.)  "1 located 

the poper ty  i n  1926 a d  have e q e d e d  ap;roximately #35,000.00 i n  money and labor 

upon it .  " (Labor estimated a t  r a t e  Kennecott Co~2er Comorztion repeatedly offered 

him for h i s  ~ e ~ i c e s * )  

u%ere are four different  cr.qons o r  water coxuses cutting the zone on my 

property fron 50 f t .  t o  2UO f t .  deep, mi! most of my ~=:ork hasbeen done near the kim 

a d  i n  the botton o f  these csqvons. It i s  reasorzble bo e ~ c t  thi?..t the sane mineral- 

iza t ion  obtsins throughout the whole distsnce between the cm~yons. The assay smples 

were taken 3,500 f e e t  apart. 

%I?. A s a  Baldwin, the U.S. Minerd. Surveyor, accredited 21 mfning shovdngs 

on my property where one could see minerds with the naked eye, when the claims were 

survqed f o r  pa,tent, asd I have uncovered others sin-2 i n  sll. 



* RThe*prospects fo r  turning the property over to  people who were financial- 
- - 

I ly a l e  to ccxry the development work t o  production stsge were very good before the  
I 

, 1929 crash and s l u q  i n  metrl prices.  M t e r  tha t  the only thing fo r  ne to  do wSs to 

get U.S. Patent f o r  the property and trait u n t i l  the t ide turns again, w3.fch 1 did. 
I 

I 

I 
"There a re  (were) a good tvo-room log czbin, blzcksnith shop and tools ,  

I 

high cache, an acre of clec-tred gr3md  here we rtiised vegetables, berr ies  and 08% hay 
I 

f o r  the horses; but since zxirplsnes have begun t o  do freighting a,nd there i s  a land- 

ing  f i e l d  neer the ?ro?erty, the transport. t i on  pro'ole3 i s  inmeasurably be t t e r  than 

i t  was when I began there." 

W t i n g  from Dr .  Alfred H, Brooks: "have been i n  tha t  country on the 

south s ide of Wrangell &age from the Chitina Glacier tolift. Blackburn. f have never 

seen, her-rd nor read of betzer minerd  p s s i b i l i t i e s U ;  a d  ;ir. Barrais l e f t  the 

Fairbanks area and went in to  the Up?er Chitine. at the ins is ten t  urging of Hr. Bateman, 

Chief Geologist fo r  Kemecott Copper C o q o r ~ ~ t i o n .  

B f r ,  Badwin completed the survey fo r  patent September 15, 1930. He s tated 

that  there w a s  mineral at l e a s t  t o  the extent of 4500 ft .  i n  the middle of the unit,  

and estimated the work done at $6,200,00. !Phis was concurred i n  by the Bepresentative 

of the General Land Office. Improvements consisted of one t-el as common impmve- 

ment, four other tunnels, and sixteen oTen cuts ,  

#The locat ion i s  fzvora3le fo r  economic mining. There i s  enough good 

mining timber avzilzble t o  l a s t  for  yesrs,  sad enough water power can be obtained from 

Mzrgzret Creek and fourth of Ju ly  Creek to run a large pis-nt." 

Respectfully salnnitted, 

/s/ ( ~ r s )  Maremet H a r r a i s  
Present owner 

Valdez, Alaska 
September 18, 1947. 



U.S.L.W. No. 1578 i s  located on a prominent bare knoll about 500 ft. zbove 

the level  of the Chitina Valley arnd about 700 f t ,  west of Margaret Creek. me 

monument i s  marked by 8 U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey triangulation s ta t ion  marker, 

a copper disc,  s e t  i n  a greenstone rock, 12x12~24 in., with mound of stone alongside, 

I 
i 6 f t .  bese, 4 f t .  high, whence Chitina River Vest Base Triangula.tion s ta t ion  besrrs 

EJ. 83 degrees 03 min. W. 6354.0 f t .  Tri-lation s ts t ion ,  %ckH ~nt;$ernation,zl 
I 

Bouadery Comission berars S, 60 degrees 16 mio. E. 

The monument i s  i n  Latitude 61 degrees 02 min. N. 

LonCi;itude 14. degrees 38 min. W. 


