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Fisher  Creek -- P a  346 

Fisher  Creek i s  a strBearn about 9 mi le s  i n  l eng th ,  ~f good 
volume, t h a t  discharges into Galrnon R i v e r  from t h e  southwest about 
5 m i l e s  above the mouth of Eagle Creek. I t s  ch ie f  headwaters & a i n  
t h e  e a s t e r n  s lopes  of Fisher  Dome, a mountain mass about  4,000 f e e t  
in a l t i t u d e .  From t h i s  mountain the  upper half of Fisher  Creek f l o w s  
southeastward; it then  makes a r igh t -ang le  t u r n  t o  the  L e f t ,  so t h a t  
t h e  lower  half sf i t s  course  flows northenstward i n t o  the  Salmon. 

Thee basin of t h i s  stream k eroded from the  same s e r i e s  o f  inter- 
bedded sandstone and shale count ry  rocks that occupy the v a l l e y  of 
Marvel Creek t o  the  north.  I n  the high mountainous r idge  tha t  
borde r s  $he upper half of the F i she r  Creek v a l l e y  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
a few outcrops of g r a n i t i c  dike rocka c u t  the  sedimentary series. 
I n t r u s i v e  rocks o:P t h e  same kind a re  repor ted  t o  occur i n  more 
massive f o r @  i n  Fisher  Dome, a t  the  source sf t h e  creek .  Pr68- 
pec tors  consider  that the cond i t ions  of i n t r u s i o n  and minera l i za t ion  
i n  Fisher Dome are similar t o  those i n  Marvel Dome. 

The men who discovered gold on Marvel Creek s t a t e  that  they 
obta ined  fair prospec t s  o f  f i n e  gold i n  the  grzvel bars  a t  t h e  mouth 
of Fisher Creek befor~e they found coarse g o l d  on Marvel Creek. 
After s t ak ing  Marvel Creek t h e y  also l o c a t e d  p l a c e r  claims a l o n g  
the course of Fisher Creek, but  no proepecting of consequence was 
done on the  l a t t e r  stream u n t i l  the winter  of 1913-14. At that time 
a cabin  was b u i l t  a t  the bend of t h e  creek,  about 4 milea above i t s  
mouth, and about half a dozen holes were sunk t o  bedrock i n  the 
v i c i n i t y  of the  cabin.  These holes, which ranged in depth from 15 
t o  30 f e e t ,  pene t ra ted  frozen depoeits of s i l t  and gravel .  No proepects  
o f  go ld  were found of s u f f i c i e n t  wor th  t o  encourage further develop- 
ments,  Apparently the upper p a r t  of t h e  creek near  Fisher  Dome, 
where the i n t r u s i v e  rocks and associated evidences of mineralizatibon 
are repor ted  t o  be more abundantly developed, has not been prospected 
up t c s  t he  p r e s e n t  time. 

(Bu l l e t i n  No. 622, U.S.G.S.  "Iineral Reeources of Alaska 
Report on Progress  of I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  1914. I t )  
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Mining D i s t r i c t s  
To B .  D, Stewart, Commissioner o f  Mines, 

July 1 t o  August 10, 1939 
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" July 13-21,  1939. The w r i t e r ,  on reports  of new ~ t a k i n g s  
and d i scover ie s  on -- Salmon and Kopechuck r i v e r 8  and o the r  c reeks ,  
made a t r i p  on f o o t  t o  t h e  heads of t h e s e  r i v e r s ,  6. Cook 09 
Anchorage has four 160-acre a s s o c i a t i o n  claims and 17 s i n g l e  c labma 
staked on F'isher Greek ( r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  Bull. 622, p. 346) and nine 
160-acre a$socia t ion  claims on Salmon River  below C r i p p l e .  R. Brbngaw 
and Id. % b i b e n  of Anchorage a r e  f inanc ing  Cook i n  t h i s  ven ture .  

Below the mouth of Cr ipp le ,  Salmon R i v e r  has a vaibey ranging 
from 2,00Q t o  3,000 f e e t  i n  width. The r i v e r  i s  entrenched i n  a r g i l l i t e  
bedrock t o  a depth QS 3 O  t o  40 f e e t  and an  entrenchment width from $00 
t o  150 f e e t .  T h i ~  entrenchment contains shallow bars and the gravels 
i n  the  r i v e r  i t s e l f  are  shallow. The r i v e r  c u t s  the closely fo lded  
argZllites at nearly r i g h t  angle .  These sediments a r e  locally rnineral- 
ized and contain small diabase d ikes  parallel t o  t h e  s t r i k e .  O n  t h e  
entrenchment benches and the  main v a l l e y  f l o o r ,  a coarse wash g rave l  
i a  exposed ranging i n  depths from 6 t o  9 f e e t .  The bedrock on these  
rims pan considerabla  f i n e  f l a k y  gold. This f i n e  gold with occas ional  
coarse heavy p i e c e s  was found extending from t h e  mouth of Cripple  t o  
two mi l e s  below the mouth of Fisher Creek. Salmon Rives valley appears 
not to have been acthve1.y g l a c i a t e d ,  but does con ta in  outwash p l a i n  
g r a v e l s .  These g r a v e l s  are from the  e x t e n s i v e l y  g l a c i a t e d  a c t i o n  on 
upper Cr ipple .  The rough hard a r g i l l i t e  bedrock a c t e d  as n a t u r a l  r i f f l e s  
f o p  t h e  f i n e  f l a t  gold d u i n g  the melt ing  run-off period and the  
Beginning of t h e  entrenchment. This run-of f  p e r i o d  depos i ted  the heavy 
wash i n  t h e  r i v e r  va l l ey .  It 1s pogsible t h a t  c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n s  09 this 
main v a l l e y  f l o o r  may contain workable pay.  

However, 1% w i l l .  rvequire  c a r e f u l  t ee t ine ;  and the problems of b i g h t  
gold and rough bedrock have t o  be considered. 

The wrdter examined the headwater8 of' F i she r  Creek which heads 
on t h e  east s ide  of Fisher Dome. Three mountains w i t h  g r a n i t e  cores  
Occur i n  this v i c i n i t y .  A s o f t  yellow quar tz  p o r p h p y  was found along 
t he  contac t  of t he  granite and sediments of s l a t e ,  graywacke and hardened 
a r g i l l i t e s ,  This  porphyry occurs  as a marginal phase of t h e  i n t r u s i v e  
c o r e s  and a l s o  extends i n  dike form into t h e  sed ixen t s .  It I s  rnlneralized 
with p y r i t e  and ' a r senopyr i t e  and numerous quartz s t r i n g e r s  mineral ized 
wi th  t h e  same minera ls  were noted. Geological ly ,  th i s  creek should be 
favorable f o r  p lacer .  Fisher Creek has a l eng th  of 9 miles. Its valley 
width ranges from b0 t o  600 f e e t  and runs  on the  v a l l e y  f l o o r  except 
f o r  one mile up from i t s  mouth where i t  is entrenched i n  bedrock. The - 
clieek f a l l s  600 fee t  i n  t3 miles  from i t s  main head tributaries to i t s  
mouth on Salmon. Further  t e s t i n g  of t he  creek i s  warranted. 11 


