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Re; Eu. of  I n t e r i o r -  
Kardsx j~ 46 L 296, 
93-46; 93-236 
(Seward > ~ s d r s n , l e  j 

G e ~ r  S i r t  

The United S t a t e s  Department o f  t?.e I n t I e r i o r ,  Eureru o f  Xines ,  
F .2 .  Eox 350, Juneau,  ?.lacks, 598G.2, r e f e r r e d  ffie t o  j z u r  Depart- 
ment a'caut an o l d  mine i n  . \ laska.  S u b j e c t  i s  ts  f i n d  o u t  ?&!lether 
t h e  mine was s o l d ,  o r  cons idered  a'cendoned o r  res t 'oked,  and \<%at 
z i n i n ,  coapan ies  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  now h o l i  c l ~ i l f i s .  '*.e B u r t ~ u  o f  
~ m b  :b;antiketcent p r i n t  au.t  on recorded. C l a i m  da ted  13-9-2d I 
h;ve i n  ay ~ o s s e s s i o n .  i unders tand  t h e t  Anderson-Ynraes a r e  
t h e  L a s t  owners. 

I was wondering i f  t h e  ltlst part;? would want some h i s t o r y  about 
the rtline. I have t h e  ?ilec! S t a t u t o r y  S t a t e n e n t  No. 483, da ted  
bIay 9,  1349 that weo f i l e d  by t h e  M e t a l l i f e r o u ~  M i n i n ~  Conipany, 
The n m e s  o f  t h e  bays and ckanne2.e have been chan,ed. I have an 
o l d  U.S. Coast  P i l o t  book o f  hlslce d a t e d  1943, on t h e  mnp i t  
shons Thomas Bay. Tine Bureau o f  kiinea t o l d  ma t o  send some 
h i s t o r y  nbaut  Thomcs Bay t o  your  Department. 

Enclosed you w i l l  f i n d  history on t h e  above ~ i n e .  

Enc X : Very s i n c e r e l y ,  
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: ' -  "TEb GULSTION &#K MINE. " ?  ' - - .- 
I 

i 
1 I n  19w whi ie  I was wsrlcinl- os an dililnal Ketper  a t  

Vioodlcnd Park Zoo i n  S e a t t l e  I becane a c q u a i n t e d  wi th  0, m m  

whose name was Don Thomtis. His  Brother N c t b  worked a t  t h e  

I 
! S t a t t l e  Hardware S t o r e .   he two b r o t h e r s  i n h e r i t e d  a mine 

i 

! .  from t h e i r  f a t n e r  and t h e  mine was i n  SYuthern Alaska. To 

reC.ch  t h e  mine was t h r o u ~ h  Tl~omns I n l e t  which wes named after 

t h e i r  f a t h e r .  They went i n  by b o a t  and t h e n  t hey  trtid to :)ecIc 

i n  t o  t h e  ~ i n e .  The U. 2. l . ]zi l  b o a t  c a ~ t  cnd ; ,ent once a  \reek. 

iron Trlon~es u z a i  to ,a up ;u ~ i ~ h s l : ~  G V L . ~ ' ~  L U - c i .  t: rut :,is 
'f 

&Lri,.:a worth o f  l o b o r  ~ n d  i;iprovements on it. ticcording t o  
. 

? id .*", - 
t h e  C o v t r r u e n t  o r  e l s e  h e  w o u l d  lose  it. - 

:. . . :  . Everytime T h ~ n i a s  would L O  up and come back ,  he b rouLht  

back quartz rock i n  h i s  trunk and s u i t  cuses. One t i m e  he 

s o l d  $iOd.00 worth o f  & o l d  b e a r i n L  q u a r t z  a t  t h e  Tacoma 

& e l t e r i n ~  irorks. Don showed me t h e  i n v ~ i c e s  or" t h e  s u l e .  

He =tide t h e  t r i p  r e g u i a r l y  once FC year .  On6 t ime uy t ~ i f e ,  

Alice ~ n d  I v i s i t e d  t h e  Thomas home i n  h e s t  S e a t t l e ?  and t hey  

had 1;uurtz r o c k s  us in& them f o r  door s t o p s  cnd t a b l e  i m p s .  
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i ....... In some of  t h e  rock  you could see g o l d   litters I n  .them. At -'. 

i .  
I .  I 

I ., t h n t  time Don Thomas wanted Alice and I t o  LO up t h e r e  with 

hirr, and open and run a merchandise s t o r e  a t  t h e  mine ac he 

wanttd t o  s t a r t  a  s e t t l t a ~ e n t  t h e r e ,  l.:y v i i ~  ::.c cieclined 

'&he o f f e r  a s  wa never  h i d  any ex,:erience i n  sLyre kee!>int. 

i 

i About t h e  second year  a f t e r  knowin, .fli~uraa he ceme back 

. t a  S e c t t l e  and i00k6d s e  up. ' i ie  bunted me t o  ,o o r c u d  t o  t h e  

Spor t in ;  Goods defi lers  with him t o  buy heavy powered r i f l e .  

Thnt s m e r  a Satr Brownie Benr just a b o u t  ~ o t  him. This large 

Brown Bear came i n t o  his cnmp and came s t r a l - h t  Tor Eon. Don 
. . 

had u 32-06 r i f ' le  m d  kep t  r ' i r i n ~  b u l l e t s  i n t o  t h e  bear  and 

t h e  bear  j u s t  kep t  comin; f o r  him. Fi . d l >  t h e  b e a r  dropped 

desd r i t h t  a t  his f e e t .  That was just too "da~lm c & d s e . #  
I 

Thomas ~ k i n n e d  t h e  bear  out  and found some 01' t h e  b u l l e t s  went 
a !  

r i ,h t  t h r ~ u i h  t h e  h e a r f i t  h e a r t ,  Sa Thoratis wonted heavier 

kun t h a t  would knock t h e  bear down r i k h t  now ~ n d  n o t  ;et up. 

That  i s  why we ktere l o o k i n i  f o r  a h i b h  powsrtd r i f l e .  i ie  

never  found  any r i f l e s  t o  s u i t  Don till we w ~ n t  i n t o  the  Ban 

idarchefi Sport in ,  Goada Department i n  S e a t t l e ,  They n e v t r  had 

~ . n y t h i n g ,  bu t  the  c lerk sa id  he had a f r i e n d  i n  P o r t l e n d  t h a t  

had s. second hend Elephant  gun f o r  s a l e  l o r  320~1a00. So, Tl~onas 

t o l d  t h e  c l e r k  t o  te lephone  t h e  man and t h e  d e a l  \$as made. I 

don ' t  s ee  how t h e  man could shoot it. The k i ck  must have been 

t e r r i f i c .  



a s l e  t i . r t  1, tar Thomas wr:1iLed t o  form a Gold Mine Company, 
, 

\ rou ld  be P r e s i d e n t ,  h i s  b r o t h e r  Nntc: Vice Presidc:11;, and 

lily i , i f e 1  z hunt C c ~ n y  Berg wouid be Eecre t~ . r ;  ~ n d  "racsurer, 

Sc(;ny i3c;i-2 hc;d twoz ty  s h a r e e . ~ l '  s t a c k  in ~ ! - I G  c~i.lpc-ny but, t h e  

coiupE,ny I;;&?, finever l e ~ c , l y ,  i 'orned . The T L ~  C O I : ~ P  23dlterir1; C 

Company off't-reu i'homiis $Pu i i , ,WXj  - o r  one h e l f  interest f 'o r  

t h e  .,.ine. S u t  Thouns !r85 stu 'obiim rnd r,t..nted 51;;. Tke 1,; 

o v e r  \ , o d d  , ive  him c ~ n t r o l l i n ~  i n t e r e s t  o i  t h e  z i n e  .,nd he r o u l d  

bu; he  v~ould n o t  do i t ,  At t h a t  t h e  Dcln :.as i n  h i s  f i i d d i e  s i x t i e s ;  

t h ~ t  v ,au~d  h i v e  l z s t e d  him i n  ,ood shape ti:e r e s t  OL his  l i f e ,  

! 

i n t o  OreLon. iht; yt.arqni.ve Lone by and r1;thi.n~ h n s  come of 

t h e  nine a s  f a r  as I knol;,, .Noh hot!> t h e  T h o ~ ~ s s  b r o t h e r s  a r e  

dead .  I cupi.one t h e  :nine h e s  ,one back  t o  t h e  G c v e r r u t n t  and 

p robab ly  hcs growed up w i t h  b rush  and weeds. 

I sn t o o  o l d  myself' t o  L O  up t o  hlaslca cnd dsntt have 

t h e  ueans, b u t  I o P t e n  wondered what b e c m e  oP t h e  Thouas i,;ine 

on Thomus I n l e t  i n  Alaska.  1 rnt?de u p  t h e  t i t l e  f o r  t i l e  n i n e ,  

i k c t h e r  t h e  mine i s  stil: t h e r e  3r n o t .  " ? I t  


