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418 136 Avenue East
Sumner, We. 98250
December 8, 1980

Xlaska Div. of Gsological & Geophysical Survey

P.0. Box 80007

V.A. Physicel Plant Bullding

College, Alacska ¢97C8

Ret Bu. of Interior-

Kerdex j 4€ & 20€,
95-46; 95-206
(Seward %uedran_.le)

Deer Sirs

The United States Department of the Interisr, Bureau of lMines,
P.O0. Dox 55C, Juneau, Alecka, G080z, referred me to your Depart-
ment about an old mine in Alaska, Subiect is to find out whether
the mine was sold, or considerad absndoned or resteaked, and what
minin, companies or individuals now nhold claiws. The Bureeu of
Land dManagewment print out on recorded Claims dsted 10-9-80 1

nzve in my possession., 1 understand thet Anderson-Yannes are

the last owners,

I was wondering if the last party would want some history about
the mine, I have the filed Statutory Statement No., 483, dated
May 9, 194G that wes filed by ine Metalliferoue Mining Compeny.
The names of the bays and crennele nave been changed, I have an
0ld U.S. Coast Pilot book of Alske dated 1943, on the map it
shows Thomas Bay. The Bureau of Nines told me to send some
history ebout Thomes Bay to your Department.

Enclosed you will find history on the above mine.

Encl: Very sincerely,
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Wop. QUESTION MARK MINE, Y9t

In 1950 while I was working as an Animal Keeper at
Wioodland Park 200 in Seaﬁtle I became scouainted with o men
whose name was bon Thomss. His Brother Naote worked at the
Seattle Hardware Store. I[he two brothers inhesrited a mine
from their rfather and the mine was in Southern Alaska. To
re.ch the nmine wae through Thomas Inlet which wes named after

their father. They went in by boat and then they lied to nack

in to the mine. The U. 8. MNeill boat caie ¢nd weni once a week.

Don Thomeg usged to .0 up vo almsle svery caxeci te prut his'

$10C .30 wortn of lebor snd improvements on it. dccording te

the Covernment or elze he would lose it.
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il .0 Everytime Taumas would go up and come back, he brought

L.

back quartz rock in his trunk and suit cases. One time he
sold $200.00 worth of gold bearin, quartz at the Tacome
Smeltering works. Don showed me the invoices of the sale.

He wade the trip regulerly once a year. Une time my wife,
4lice and I visited the Thomas home inIWest Secattle and they-

had quartz rocks using them f'or door stops snd table icwpa.

Py
Ll N,} N

- COLEGE
DEC 13 4990

LT LTI St e e




b
4
2

¥

In some of the rock you could see gold glitters 1n them. *Atfib'

that time Don Thcmas wunted Alice end I to go up thare with .
nie snd open and run a merchandise atore at the nine cs he
wanted to start a settlement there, My wilfe z:d I.decliﬁed
the offer as we never hud eny exjerience in siqgre ikesning.

About the second yeer sfter kndwinL Thomas he ceme back

to Secttle and looked me up. "He wanted me to _o arcund to the

Sportin; Goods dealers with him to buy « heavy powered rifle,
Thut summer a Sow Brownie Bear just about got him. This large
Brown Bear came into his comp and came strai _ht for Don. Don
hed a 30-06 rifle end kept ririnp bullets into the bear and
the bear 3ust k;pt co@iht.fér him; {i:.811y the bear dropped
desd right at his feet. That was just.too "daum cLose.
Thowmes skinned the bear out and found some o1 the bullets went
rizht through £he bear's heart. So Thomas wanted u heavier
pun that would knock the bear down right now &nd not get up.
That is why we were lookin; for e Aibh powered rifle. Ve

never found eny rifles to suit Don till we went into the Bon
Merche! Sportin. Goads Department in Seattle. They never had
enything, but the clerk said he had a friend in Portland that
had a second hand Elephent gun for sale for $200200. 8o, Thomas
told the clerk to telephone the man and the deal was made. I

don!t see how the man could ghoot it, 'The kick must have been

terrific.
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5ome time loter Thomas wanted to form a qud Mige Compény;_=
Don would be President, his brother Hete Vice Presidcat, and
uy wife's hunt Degny Berg would be¢ fecretery :nd recsurer.,’
Uepny Berg had tweaty sharesosl stock in the couupany but the
compiny t6is never légauly tormed. The Tocome Savitering
Cowpuny offwred rthomus $1U0,LLAX or one nglfl inturest for
the sine. But Thowas wes stubborn sud wented 51i. Tre 1z
over would ive him controlling interest oi’ the mine wnd he would
be thw wmuin boss. Zverybedy concerned triecd to _et kim to seli,
bui he would not do it. At thet tire Don '.og in nis middle eixtius;
thot would ncve lzsted him in _ood shape tie rect oi his life,
I'nen Toouis drifted mwey Trom cround fwre. He went down
into Qre,on., l2e year%nuve gone by wnd nothin;, hzs come of
th; mine as far as I know., Now both the Thowas brothers are
deed. I szuprose the mine hes one back to the Government end
probdbly hes growed up with brush and weeds.
I cn too old myself to ;o up to Alaske end don't have
the means, but I of'ten wondered what beceme of the Thomas lilne
on Thomss Inlet in Alaska, I made up the title for.the mine.

woethier the wmineg is stil! there or not."2"




