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This group of four cPaime has been descr ibed  by M r .  
Adolph Knopf i n  the  U .  S.  Geological Survey B u l l e t i n  No. 502, 
1912, Eagle R i v e r  Dis t r icJ ,  Alaska, as a fissure vein about 6 
feet wTde and 1 5 0 0 f e e t  long, c u t t i n g  a q u a r t z  d i o r i t e  gnef 8s 
i n t r u s i o n  i n  a slate-echist formation from schist t o  eehist, 
with a dip  of about v e r t i c a l ,  and an e leva t ion  at the lowest 
exposure i n  the snow ~ l i d e  gulch, of about 1300 feet and  a t  
t h e  upper c rosscu t  t r e n c h  about 1600 f e e t ,  w i t h  the main mine 
camp and m i l l - s i t e  at about 200 feet as i t  w i l l  be on t h e  
r i v e r  flat. The mountain elope is about 45 degrees.  

This w i l l  g i v e  a drawing head of from 1200 t o  1b0 
f e e t  with no h o i s t i n g  o r  pwnping, thereby creating cheap 
mining power costs,  and which would g i v e  the lowest working 
addlt o r  tunne l  t o  be about 1200 t o  l 5 O O  f e e t  long. The 
first o r  upper one would be about  400 t o  500 f e e t ,  with some 
k i n d  of a temporary tram-way t o  m i l l .  It i t 3  a l s o  expec ted  
t h a t  considerable water will be encountered due t o  the s t r i k e  
o:f the  ve in  which i s  acrogs the f a c e  of the r i d g e .  This water 
w i l l  be oaught and piped t o  p l a n t  for power uoe, as t h e  hydraulic 
head w i l . 1  be nearly 1000 f e e t .  There i s  ample o t h e r  water and 
timber nearby. There w i l l  be some e x t r a  energy spent i n  g e t t i n g  
t o  and from the workings, while t h e y  a r e  i n  progress ,  a t  the  
h ighes t  tunnel. Thig would not be f o r  long though, f ~ r  a e  soon 
as it i s  j u s t i f i e d ,  the middle o r  lower tunnel. w i l l  be cons t ruc t -  
ed and all work done from i t .  

The s i t u a t i o n  o f  this v e i n  I s  most ideal f o r  sheap opsr- 
a t i o n ,  for i t  i s  situated on a r idge ,  which i s  a p a r t  of a steep 
mountaineide,  which give0 shor t  t u n n e l s  t o  work t h e  vein.  This 
also shor tens  the  tramming d i s t a n c e  i n  t u n n e l s  and drifts,  a e  
the tunnel  w i l l  be put  i n  t o  e t r i k e  the vein about i-ta c e n t e r .  
T h i ~  tunnel  has a l s o  'ppt t o  be l o c a t e d  where i t  w i l l  be c l e a r  of 
the snow-slide a rea .  



This proper ty  i e  l o c a t e d  about 30 mi les  from Juneau, 
Alaska, with a good p u b l i c  highway t o  within 2* t o  j miles  of 
the  ground. By replacing t he  decayed upper t imbers  on s e v e r a l  Q L ~  
low dry-wash bridges, on t h e  o l d  Eagle River Uines horse tram-way, 
for which it is very probable t o  secure  some Government a s s i s t a n c e  
i n  t h e  na tu re  of t h e  l o a n  of a power t r a c t o r ,  with which i t  would 
be poss ib le  t o  h a d - i n  t h e  necessary l a r g e  t r e e s  f o r  s t r i n g e r s .  
The planking we oould  do ourselves. This road  m uld t ake  us  t o  
wi th in  mile of t h e  mine camp. Due t o  t h i s  easy a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  
you can e a s i l y  vieit the property and e x m i n e  i t  t o  your own 
s a t i s f a c t i o n .  

A M r .  Combest, a mining engineer ,  formerly employed by  t h e  
Treadwell Company es t imated  t h e r e  wers about 1,500,000 tons  of o re  
in s i g h t ,  from t h e  boCly exposed a t  that time, i n  t h e  snow-slide 
gulch.  The value of t h i s  ore,  I do not know b u t  be l i eve  it i a  not  
very high. An average assay composed of 6 samples we took a t  t h i s  
spot i n  J u l y ,  1939, was $6.9d i n  gold and s i l v e r .  One sample from 
t h e  nor th  end of t h e  vein assayed $16.65 with 6 feet of vein being 
exposed i n  t h e  face  of the c l i f f .  This value X also b e l i e v e  t o  be 
too  high and not a n  average value.  With these s ta tements  and t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t he re  i s  a distance of about  1200 feet between the two 
placer3 sampled, where val-ues were shown as above, makes it h ighly  
improbable t o  suppoae t h a t  the re  a r e  not o t h e r  ore shoots within 
t h a t  a r e a  t h a t  has been unpro~pec ted .  It being so  easy t o  thoroughly 
t e s t  the ore-body, i t  ie not unreasonable undertaking. 

To make t h i s  p ropos i t ion  more encouraging, I wiah t o  s t a t e  
that  there i s  a p r ~ p e r t y  i n  B r i t i s h  Colu~nbin, Canada, named the 
# B ~ a l o r n o  MinesH, with  an  i d e n t i c a l  geologica l  condi t ion ,  age and 
inc loning  r o c k ,  A g r e a t  deal of %&me and money was spen t  i n  de- 
veloping this proper ty  i n  the  wrong manner s i n c e  t h e  proper ty  was 
found I n  1$94. The p r e s e n t  management took i t  over  i n  1932 and s ince  
1934 ( o r  l e s s  than 6 yeara) ,  i t  has proved up well and produced 
nea r ly  $8,000,000. The Willow Greek d i s t r i c t  near Anchorage, Alaska, 
i s  alwo ~ i m i l a r  t o  t h i a  proper ty  but i t s  veins a r e  flat and narrow. 
Both the  Bra lorne  and Willow Creek. p roper t i ee  have t o  pump t h e i r  
water and h o i s t  t h e i r  ore. This opera t ion  we w i l l  not have t o  do, 
thereby o r e a t i n g  a more economical mining o p e r a t i o n .  

X do not  t h i n k  we & o d d  neglec t  developing t h i s  proper ty ,  
as the re  i s  so.much i n  ~ u r  favor .  Cheap t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of our 
equipment, very favorable  weather condi t ions  dur ing  t he  twelve- 
month and easy a c c e s s i b i L i t y  - and many other d e s i r a b l e  f e a t u r e s .  

The p r ~ p e r t y  i s  held a t  t h e  present  t ime,  on an op t ion  of  
$5O,8OO with no payment of caeh now but  a 10% payment t o  be made 
from the proceedg of the  total g r o s s  mine product ion .  

X t  has been es t imated  t h a t  t o  put i n  t h e  f i r s t  small t e s t i n g  - 
l a n t  with m i l l  c apac i ty  of 20 t o n s  pe r  &Y, would coat  about 

55,000 and rese rve  Of .t 1ea.t $3,000 for o p e r a t b g  - 



making a t o t a l  of  $g,000. It i s  only due t o  t h e  before-mentioned 
favorable  condi t ions ,  t h a t  such development and cons t ruc t ion  work 
can be done so economically. 

It i s  a l s o  suggested that produution notes be i s sued  agaI.net 
a l l  t h e  mine o r e  product ion u n t i l  such time as the  $8,000. w i l l  have 
been pa id  i n  f u l l  but  a bonus of  an equal  amount (va lue)  of shares 
i n  the  Company w i l l  be isstted when such company i s  formed, which w i l l  
ope ra te  t h e  p roper ty .  Ve w i l l  a t  f i r s t ,  opera te  as a syndica te  o r  
development a s s o c i a t i o n  u n t i l  such t ime as a company opera t ion  i s  
deemed advisable .  There w i l l  be no over-head expenses i n  any-way or  
any high s a l a r i e s  and if it i s  p o s s i b l e ,  the f i r s t  crew necessary t o  
do t h e  work, w i l l  be s e l e c t e d  f r o m  1oca:L rcepectable ,  recornmended old- 
t ime mining men sf temperate h a b i t e .  A l l  t h e s e  men w i l l  be expected 
t o  accept  only t h e i r  expenees and poss ib ly  $1.00 p e r  day i n  cash; 
t h e  ba l~ ince  of t h e i r  wages t o  be pa id  i n  product ion notes ,  as would 
yourselvee.  Therefore everyone would share the r i s k  and the mine success 
would depend upon good, honest  and i n t e l l i g e n t  l a b o r .  Due t o  the  va lues  
of  t h e  o re  i n  s i g h t ,  t he re  seems no r i s k  a t t a c h e d  a t  th is  t ime of w r i t i n k  

Your informant i e  a man who thoroughly understands t h e  work t o  
be done as he has been i n  th i s  North country p r a c t i c a l l y  cons tan t ly  
sbnco 1694 and s t u d i e d  a l l  phases of mining development and opera t ion ,  
s o  It w i l l  not  r e q u i r e  any cou t ly  s p e c i a l i z e d  supervis ion  which would 
on ly  e a t  up our  small i n i t i a l  t l nances .  He hae p a i d  f o r  all his  ex- 
per ience  himself  and not by o t h e r s  and knows only t o o  well  the  difficult^ 
o f  g e t t i n g  money t o  begin any development work. This  f a c t  i s  r e a d i l y  
understood by many but not  by a l l .  

I n  c l o s i n g ,  I want t o  s t a t e  that t h i s  p roper ty  has a l l  the  
I n d i c a t i o n s  of being a good producer which f a c t  can be proven e i t h e r  
favorably  o r  otherwise,  wi th  a figurat i v e l p  small Investment. Con- 
e e r v a t i v e l y  speaking, t h e r e  i s  every reason t o  b e l i e v e  that t h i s  
p roper ty  w i l l  prove a va luable  investment and one which w i l l  pay 
i t s  o r i g f n a l  backers b i g  &:lvidenda. 

I r8espectfull.y submit this l e t t e r  t o  you and ask your f i n a n o i a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  and investigation of t h i s  proper ty  t o  our mutual advantage. 
Should you d e s i r e  t o  make anal-1 monthly remi t tances ,  I w i l l  be pleased 
t o  forward you a Deferred Payment Contract  and al.so Receipt f o r  any 
funds which you may see fit t o  subscribe.  

Should you desire any f u r t h e r  information i n  t h i s  mat ter ,  on 
any phajge of It whatsoever, I would be more t h a n  p leased  t o  answer 
your ques t ions  immediately. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thomas D. G i l l i s  


