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RECEWED mairbanks, ilaska
MAR 12 1330 Merch 5th, 1930
Mr. B. D. Stewart, JUNEAU, ALASKA.

Supervising !ining Engineer,
Juneaun, Alaska. !

Dear Mr. Stewart:
I an meiling you under senarste cover &« report on the

coal and lode prospecting of Seward Peninsula. Also herewith en-
closed are vouchers for my salary for 7ebruary. Would you pleass
tell me if you have received vouchers for my salary for Necember,
1929 and January, 1920. T figured that they should have been here
at the latest on last meil, but it may be thaet the puditort's office
has held them up for some reason, 1f they have not besn lost in the

mail, '
The Ruby strike is developing very slowly. There are sbout

70 men at the strike. One other hole 1s down to bedrock on Beaver
Creek. It is said there is pay in the hole, but how much, T have
not been able to find out. No other new developments have come
about as the woather'haa been holding the vprosvectors back from
sinking holes. 4As soon as there are any interesting new develop-
mente, I will let you know immediately by telegram,

I am in receipt of your letter of FPebruary 25th and I am
going ahead gathering such data as I am able &t the present time
on the various creeks.

Very trwuly yours,

g flcel
NOTep

AR 12 iesp

8 D, STEWAR.T



U.s
S oa)
: <1_ ,?EK:E;SEIDI“N:

AR 12 193,
REPORT ON THE STATUS OF THE COAL AND LODE PROSPWCTS OPJUNEAU,ALA'K
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Altho coal has been réported from many localities in L}

SEFWARD PENINSUL: IN THE SUMMTR OR 1929

Seward Peninsula, it has been mined in only two piaoos. both on the &I //
Eungruk River. U.S.G.S. bulletins mentionling or describing this ares *1:¢f;
are No.s 247, 379, 442 and 692, The place where the most mining has
been done 1s on Chliceago Creek, & medium-sized right limit tributary
of the Kugruk River, sbout 1 1/4 mile north of Coffin Brothers
blacer mine on Discovery Claim on Xugruk River. Mining was started
here in 1902-1903 and continued more or legs sporadically to the
winter of 1915-1916, the coal being mostly heuled to Candle for use
in the drift mines. At the present time the incline 1s caved and it
is impossible to enter the workings. Coffin Brothers haul small
amounts from the o0ld dump for heating and cooking in their camp.

About 4 miles south of Coffin Brothers' camp snd between
Reindeer and Montana Creesks on the right limit of Kugruk Piver, is
the other locality where there has been some development work done
on & cosl mine. There i a bluff at this place which rises sbout
50 f£1. sbove the flood plain of the Kugruk River. The coal out-
erops in this bdluff, dipping at an elmost vertical angle. The beds
are divided by shale partinge and aggregate avout 70 ft. It waﬁ
impossible to enter the mine as the entrance is bonrded and sodded
up inorder to keep out water. A description of the workings was
obtained from the owner, Mr. Veline of Candle, sleska.

in adit eand incline was run in parellel to the coal
beds for avproximately 450 ft. 1At this place the beds weare cross-

cut, and it was found that the shale nartings had.dlsapneared. The
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Report on status of coal and lode vprospects Seward Pen. summer 1929
(Continued)

'The totel thickness of the bed was, however, still 70 ft. The total
depth below the surface at the top o0f the bluff is about 180 ft., and
the depth below the water level of Kugruk River is about 130 ft. veline
claims that he is below the frost line and that the coal is unfrozan
and will noet slack. He also claims that the coal is bituminous or
semi~bituminous, and of much higher grade than that of Chicago Creek.

If what is sald is true of this coal, it holds great
possibilities as potential electric power for the dredging on Candle
Creek and other possible dredging propositions within a radius of 50

mil a8,

LODE PROSPECTING ON SEWARD PENINSULA IN THE SUI™ER OP 1929

+62y50 Lode mining and prospecting on Seward Peninsula‘was, in
¥ the summer of 1929, at its lowest ebb, Most of the properties that

i - Bhowed any promise have been patented by the owners and allowed to be
expectation

N idle with the mx=mwptkew that more advantageous future mining conditions

%
i} would permit them to be 80ld or developed at a large profit. At the

present time the most hopeful proaoeot is a cxnnabar prospect at Bluff.

A — ——— o e AR ETVN , -
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The property is owned by the Alaska Mercury Corporation, gomposed of

J. J. Keanan, Grant R. Jackson and E. J. Matthews, and is situanted

at the mouth of Swede Creek, a short distance esast of the town of
Bluff erinéﬁéoa.At this placegis bordered by & narrow beace’rising
ich are cliffs of hard grey dolomitic limestone (casbea&é::ﬁﬂ&ﬁzﬁﬁﬂhd

( M'm
80 to 125 ft. high., Swede Creek, emptying into the sea over the

% ) Ara
i L3
" 1imestone cli ff, caused a slight 1ndentation about 550 ft. along ZX@

\K\ i 3 v:)fd"’“‘/
.+ Bering Seaﬂandﬂloo ft. wide. It is in this indentation and about

150 ft. east of the mouth of Swede Creek, that the greatest cinnabar
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Lode Prospecting on S. ard Peninaulgzln summer o%._929
mineralization occurs. This mineralization consists of a kidney-shaped
outorop cbout 13 £t. long and 3 ft. wide. The longer axis of the out-
erop is tilted about 45% to the horizontal with the shorter side upward.
The ore material 1s‘ﬁ(breociated limestone cemented with white calcite
and impregnated with cinnabar. Surrounding this outcrop and extending
in 8 roughly triangular shape for about 80 ft. weet is an area of pink
colored limesstone. One corner of this pink limestone ares extends to
the top of the ¢cliff where it Jjoins an 8-foot strip of soft, pinkish-
grey limestone which extends under the surface =s0il mentle from this
point for about 130 ft. tp the east. A seam of grayish
%‘fﬁw‘ bavchi 78 1vniedon L dL
ta g4extends for atleust 40 ft. from the outcrop along the lower edge of

toe pink area.
An incline has been started on the outcrop, roughl

paralleling its strike and dip. The floor of. this incline iqAIVP’downLv144</
=
from the horlzontal ani the threshold of the portalA58 ft. above sea
LA~
level., Two men p»e employed on this prospect in the summer of 1929 gnd
four during the winter of 1929-1930. The pink limestone,

averageAO.10%”quicksilver and the outcrop in the incline swTZEt~—

Bfﬁwgaggksilver. Select samples from the incline run as high as SO%E;UVdﬁJ‘
The occurence of this prospect is very interesting as having a probable
direct bearing on the mineralization of the Bluff region. According to
Waldemar iindgren, the origin of quicksilver denosits is sonnected with
voleanism and hotesprings acstion. According to Alfred H. Brooks in

Ue3¢G.S. Bulletin No. 328, page 286, "The heavy limestone ( and imbedded
schists) has been uplifted into & low dome, whose longer axis stretches
Aapnroximstely No70¢E."e-w——- "but loecally there has been intense de-~

formation," It would seenn from the above that
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the dome represents & laccolity of intrusive rock imbedded in or under-
neath the limestone, dbut which has not yet been exposed on the surface
by erosion. The pink limestone is probably an area of local movement
and crushing. The largest opening was at the present ore outorop, this
being the plece where the hot solutions rose from the depths, graduklly
penetrating thru the crushed limegtone (present pink limestone) and
ending or fading sway in the present pinkish grey limestone which at
that time was probabvly at some considerable denth below the surfsce.
The talc seam is probab;y due to subsequent cold silicm solutions ris-
ing along the seme path opened up by some later movement. It would look
- Vo Foch 2AL
a8 tho the whole mineralization of the Bluff regions)Xthe plaoers’(-bo-i-ng-—
derived from quartz stringers in schist included in the limestone ah&
in shear zones betwsen the limestone and schistf;is due to solutions
rising from this lacecolith. This would bring the origin of the minersl-~
ization of the Bluff region into conformity with other gold bearing

= APl

areas of Alaifglg)ffris probable that all placer deposits of Aleska

<//§ﬁ11 in time be shown to have some relation to adjacent or underlying

The occurence of cinnabar in the gravels of Daniels - and !

Koyane Creeks may mean that the quicksilver possibllities of this

@Wl .region are rather extensive.,

A

The only other lode development work of any promise

is on Cassiterite Creek in the Yérk Distriet (Port Clarence Recording
Digtrict). The pronerty here was originslly owned by Crimm, Randt

and O'Brien. It was taken over in 1916 by the Lost River Tin Mining
Co., and then agaein by the Alsska Investment Corporation. The present

holder of the proverty and the one who has carried on the latest
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Lode Prospecting on Siward Peninsuig-id summer ofL;929 |
development work, is the National Tin Co. (superintendent, s.%.
MoIntosh; foreman, G. s. Patterson). This latest development work has
bsen done on the "Three Prospectors” Lode Claim, U. S. Mfineral Survey WO
1234, U, S. Patent No. B73035. A full description of the lode with
maps of the creek and dsvelopment work done up to the yesar 1919, is give
in U.S.G.S. Bulletin No. 733, by Edward Steidtmann and S. 7. Cathcart,
pagest 63 to 87. Referring to the sketch map on page 64 of the above
bulletin, adits No. 1 and No. 2 have both been continued on to & total
length of 260 ft. apiece. 1dit No. 3 has been driven to a total dis-
tance of 840 ft. or 190 ft. farther than it was in 1919, ™he dimensinns
of this adit are 6 x 6 ft. in the clesar. 5680 ft. from the portal of
adit No. 3, an B x 10-foot winze has been sunk for 440 ft. 2 modarats
flow of water was encountered in & cross-ocut at the bottom of the winze,
flodding the iower levels of the same with water, It is said that the
dike (high-grade ore) at the bottom of the winze, is 30 ft. wide, and
that the total width of mineralization (dike plus'alterod limestone) is
100 £t. The country rock is limestone as far down as any sinking has
been done. llo assays had been made of the ore from the bottom of the
shaft and nothing could be found out about values. fwelve men were em-
ployed besides the suverintendent and foreman, during the winter of
1928~1929. In the spring of 1929, the ocompany experienced financial
difficulties, so that further development work was dbandoned. During
the summer »Ff 1929, two men only were kept on the property as watchmeu.
The present type of development work on this proverty has
gone far enough. The high cost of labor and supplies should stop more
non~productive drifting and sinking s too slow in producing results.

"nough tonnage has been demonstrated to diamond drill the
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Lode Prospecting on Seward Peninsule in surmmer of 1929

propverty for a much larger tonnage which would warrant building e

1ight tram from Teller and opening up, if the values are sufficent, on

& lsrge sdale. Heretofore the property hes been mostly used for stock

market manipulation and promotion schemes.

The Strand and Head Mining Co. was doing a little develop-
m;nt work in 1929 on its 2 clsims. These are situated on Nahl Creekx,

é? a small tributary of Lost Creek, a tributary of Stewart River, to the
northeast of the head of Nome River, This property comprises the Grand
and Royal Lode Claims, U.S. Minersl Survey No. 12656, U. S. Patent Wo.
890767. . desoription of the development work is given by J.B. Mertie,
Jre., in U.S.G.S« Bulletin No. 662, pages 437 and 438. The nsgture of the
ore is described by S. H. Cathoart in U.S.G.S. Bulletin Ko. 722, pages
227 and 228, Very little sedditionel work has been done since 1919, and
no shipments of ore made. In the summer o0f1929, only one man (Gus Head)
was working at the mine.

Je. E. Nelson iIn the spring of 1929 was proepecting for
5yquartz about 4 miles up Big Hurrah Creek in the Solomon MNistrict ( cnpe

n

Nome Recording Precinct). He claims to have found a 12-foot (on the

Y()
)
v surface) ledge on the contact between the slate and schist about 1/2 mile

N.E., of Big Hurrah quartz mine. ‘he strike of the ledge is approximate-
ly N.W.-S.E. The ledge has been traced for about 3/4 of a mile by
trenching. No sinking has been done. Nelson was working for ~uigley
in the summer of 1929, but intended to further prospect the ledge after
the placer seagon was finished.

John Haldorsen ("Strawberry John") was prosnecting for
guartz near imerican 2iver (Port Clerence zecording District) in the

summer of 1929.



-

. {'.I“ - ﬂ - » i\.' )
Lode Prospecting on Seward Peninsuls in summer of 1929

John koosevelt was prospecting for aquartz near the head
the EKiver '

of/zougarok/&uring T part of the summer of 1929, He also has been

qrunning an adit into Copver Mountain near the head of Nome river for
”

A
99

%j examined, tho it is understood that no resunlts bhave come from his work.

severel years past. 'The portal of this is blocked so that it cannot be

No other progpecting for quartz or development of lods
prospects wes going on in the summer of 1929, so far as could bs

ascertained.,



