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The follovring i s  a report of observations not generally in- 

cluded i n  other reports of the 1(7lskol~;.ri.m River Di s t r i c t .  

C 0-Z 

-4n occurrence of coal has been reported by Z 2 .  B i s ' n o ~ ,  of 

S l e i t m t e ,  st the mouth of the H o l i t , m  liivgr. 5203 v is i t ing  the 

:Loca:Lity a nmiber o f  timbers vere seen grotmdiW from s l ide  rock on 

l i  

t'ne 'oank oZ the Kuskolnfim Xiver. The rocks in the loca l i ty  are  sand- 
k. 
" stones mit shales. A number of pieces of car'oomceous shale were found 
;-, 
t' near the tunnel s i t e  which, i n  a l l  proloabil.ity, represented the coal 
\; 
'." 

st Pound. The length of the tuivlel m s  reported a few feet .  

L, ? Coal has been reported on, the B i g  River, above I,icGrath, by 

\- 
) B'ir. IIarly~ Buggee. YE. 3, V/. Parks reporbed the finding of a vein o f  

coal on Siv5ft River 'but no confim-Lion of the report  could be had. 

from others i n  the vicini ty .  Gk. Jack Smeatoa of S l e i t m t e  reported 

that the Reverne Cutter Bear took 90 sacks of coal from the deposit 

on Nelson Island some years a g o .  

Tnere i s  an unprospected occurrence o f  aq$hon.y on the west 

'9 slope of Crinple Nomtain. The mtcrorops are reached by trail  from the 

u 
, \ 

town of Cripple on the Innolro aiver .  Cripple j.s accessible by small 

\ 

boat, Lul summer, from Xoly Cross oil the Yukon River. The distallce 

from Cripple t o  the prospects i s  approximately f i f t e e n  miles. Antimony 



i n  the for= of sti'onite occurs near the heads of Tuoming, Colorado, 

Csipnle , and Zldorado Creeks. Crigcle 1,buatain i s  colaposed mainly 

o f  monzonite. Ybe s t ibn i t e  occurs associated with sorne quartz near 

the contact of the nonzonite and the sediments, Cinnabar has 'oeen re-- 

posted aLow the val.ls of these veins. 
/' 

1;y12 Stibni te  occ-us i n  associatiolz with the qtxiclrsilver ores of )"<" 
the ~Cus~~olc,vim Iiiver Zegion. The mix occwrence i s  located near the 

foot of 3arometer i iounta i~ ,  eighteen rniles above Georgetown, on the 

'iuskoIr:rim 3iver on clairns held by ZIr. E.  :.7. Parks, i.3. V. J. Cribbee, 

of S le ibmte ,  reports a d i sco~ery  o f  cimabar m d  s t ibn i t e  i n  t h i s  

b ( localit?.  The s t ibn i t e  a t  the la rks  Barometer Prospect i s  associated 'a \ 
I- 

1~5th c i d o a r  and r e a l g a  i n  a gangue of crusl~cd country rock ~ i t h  some 

'd quartz. Berometer i,Ountaii i s  an intrusive of conroaitc i n  the, sedi- 

ments, a charac ter i s t ic  o f  the antimony ores of t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  

\ 
Stibni te  i s  found with cinnabar i n  the ?arks, and pd.ler & Willis 

F rospects on the op.oosit;e side of the ISuskoln~bl River from Barometer 

Kouatain. No realgar occurs in the l a s t  named pcospects. 

3. George Hotfinan a t  Napamute, 1hskolmi.r~ aiver ,  Alaska, - 
re2orts an occurrence o f  s t ibn i te  on B i l l i e  K. Creek near Nagmute. 

Suzface showings of arsenopyrite and s t ibni te ,  cbmging t o  chalcopyrite 

a t  depth, are  reported in  the Russian I!I:ountains. 

ARSENIC 

ii'ir. Chris Bets, Russian Xission, Yukon River, Alaska, has an i 
< 
c > 
' ,  arsenic prospect on the Quinhag River. An occurrence of arsenic was /,& '.- 
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held a t  one time bj~ I&. Prank Joaquin, o f  l akotm,  o n  Rainy Creek, 

a trLbutary t o  the north fork of the Eek River, No de ta i l s  a re  availtt- 

t b ble concerning these occurrences. h l e t t e r  has been written t o  Lk. 

'*U Carl Lo t t s f e l t ,  Superintendent of the Alaska Boad Commission st Takotna, 
Q$ 

with the request t.o interview M r .  Joaquh  regarding these occurrences, 

N E O N  FORK InNE 

i 
The Nixon Fork: liine has been leased by Charles ldesfeldt, 

D o l f  IJesafeldt, l:hno Pontella,  and Leo Rodigue. The summer was spent 
(L 

in road construction and repair between the mine and m i l l .  A s  soon 

as horses a re  available f o r  hauling, about the middle o f  September, 

as  mch ore a s  possible w i l l  be taken out before freezeup. The mine is  

to operate during the winter, 

Bo o i l .  seepages have been reported from -tihe fislcokwim River 
2 
( ~ i s t r i c t .  Nr. Hirsh, engineer f o r  the New York Alaska G o l d  Dredging 
\ - - ,Company, reports the finding of a group of fossils near the mouth od 

$Bear Creek, a t r ibutary  of the !ih.lnksak River, that have been ident i f ied 

;at Columbia University as corresponding t o  an o i l  group of  f o s s i l s  faund 't: 
\ 

VI i n  the United States.  A sample of material resembling a hydrocarbon was 
b 

L $ submitted by Mr. Hirsh. This sample, together w i t h  a sample from the 
. 

V 
tunnel on Gordon Bet t les r  cinnabar prospect, were ident i f ied  by Nr. lLC 

P ~ h u l  Hopkins. "The dark portions of samzles 29 (Blrsh)  a r ~ L  31 (Bet t les )  

contain carbon o r  byrlrocarbons. On heating in a closed tube both ' 



d sarn-p:Les f i e ld  yellow o i ly  drops with an odor midmy between t a r  end 
L.?, 
L-; 

Y petroletun. The d is t inc t ion  between bony coal and o i l  shale i s  not 

s3a.q) and these samples might be classed as e i the r  of these. Sample g 11 i? 
b 2 3  was n o t  easi ly  ignited but portions of sample 31 burned freely a f t e r  .; 

igni t ion with the blow pipe." 

CLAY 

W e e  smyles  of c l a z  Were taken from the Lower iCuskokwi.m 

\ Region, i n  the vicini ty  of Qainhagak, that  i s  being used by the natives 

as  paint f o r  kyaks and other a r t i c l e s .  L k .  Ilopkins describes the samples 

O\ a s  follo~vs: ltSarnple 32 was a b a l l  of dried clny containing feldspar 
', 
c, part ly kaolinized. and v a r i a ~ s  other s i l i ca t e s .  A amall ammt of pyrite 

4 
was detected by panuling. Sample 33 was similar t o  52 'out contained no 

,%' $ pyri te .  Sample 40 was a lso  a b a l l  of dried clay, red :Ln color.  It 

G 
'\P contained l e s s  t a l c  and feldspar than the two previous samples and was 

much more p las t ic .  The red color i s  due t o  oxidized i ron compuunds. 

No minerals of value were found in uny of these three c lay s a m g l e ~ . ~ ~  
G 



!l!umIra f i r e s  rzged i n  the Kuskohvim River Begion t h i s  sumel: 

destroying extensive areas of reindeer ::feed and t h e a t e n k g  the set t le-  

ments along the r iver  from Sleitmute t o  Russian i i i ss ion .  Sleitmute, 

Napmute, Gordon Bettles,  Russian ?i5-ssion, and Kyac were saved by 

trenches and backfir ing.  The main fire was believed t o  5ave its origin 

on Eek o r  QLI- Bivers. It f o l l o v ~ d  the inain divide gow toward 

Nushagak, and along Stony River t o  the I.(uskokv;rim. The area along the 

E~,~koh~&n Xver  has lwned,  on the north bank, from Stony !liver t o  one 

mile above itussian Hission, The fire jumped the ~ s k o ~  Bivar at 

Sle i tmte .  At Ifapamute a mt ive  s e t  f i r e  t o  the tuzldra which aided 

the spread of the conflagration. Some o f  the other f i r e s  may have been 

incendary supposedly f o r  the  excitement cawed. The native at Napa- 

mute vras arrested and sentenced t o  n i n e  months, Several cabins were 

destroyed along the r iver ,  

The tundra area in the vicbi-by of the Bear Creek Dredge, 

W a q s k  Elver, i s  said t o  have been se t  f i r e  by the t ractor .  This 

fire tlestmyed several bridges and cabins, As a precaution, a screen 

i s  now phced on the exhn;ust of the t ractor .  

A **smoking at the head of Stow R i v e r ,  has been 

reported by the natives of S-j;ony River t o  Jack Smea-ton a t  S l e l t m t e ,  1% 
,,. ~ 

, , 

ia thought that the f i re  may have given the volcano-impression t o  the 

natives . 



The spread of f i r e  was aided by the long  dry season, The 

greatest  l a s s  i s  the destruction af the rei-nheer m o s s .  Ek. Fowler, 

reindeer owner between Fla t  and Takotna, reports several aseas bxaed 

in tha t  vicinity making it d i f f i c u l t  t o  f ind feeding places in winter 

o r  a slaughtering point near the. t w o  towns, The f i r e  was accompanied 

by a haze and smoke that rernained fo r  some time. The observations of 

the f i r e  area are  casual and gained from the i r h b i t a n t s  in the dis- 

t r i c t s .  Lie. Fowler has suggested . t o  the Delegate from Alaska that 

f i r e  wardens be appointed t o  guard wainst a recurrence of f i r e s  that 

threaten the reindeer industry. 


