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MISCELLANECUS NOI'SS ON THE KUSKXOLYIM RIVER DISTRICT, ALASKA
The following is a report of ovservations net generally in-~
cluded in other reports of the Kuskolkwim River District.
COAL

An occurrence of coal has been reported by lr. Bishop, of
Sleitmte, at the mouth of the Holitna River.

Uaon visiting the
locality a number of timbers vere secen orotruding from slide rock on
N the bank of the Kuskolowim River.
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The rocks in the locality are sand-
stones and shales. A number of pieces of carovonaceous shale were found
\z near the tunnel site which, in all probability, represented the coal

~
N found., The length of the tuanel was revorted a few feet.
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Coal has been reported on the Big River, above LicGrath, by
Mr. Rarry Bugsgee.

Mr, 8. W. Parks reported the finding of a vein of

coal oa Swiff{ River but no confirmation of the revort could be had
from others in the vicinity.

Mr. Jack Smeatoun of Sleitmute reported
that the Revenue Cutter Bear took 90 sacks of coal from the deposit
on Nelson Island some years ago.

ANTTIRONY

There is an unaprospected occurrence of antimony on the west
\9
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‘V slope of Cripple Mountain., The outcrops are reached by trail from the
town of Cripple on the Innoko River.

Cripple is accesgsible by small
:§\boat, in summer, froi Holy Cross on the Yukon River. The distance

from Cripple to the prospects i3 approximately fifteen miles.

Antimony

Fr—



K:})A,} &F

——4677/"7%7/"/(7//(:}7

in the form of stibnite occurs near the heads of fyoming, Colorado,
Cripple, and Bldorado Creelks, Cripple kountain 1s composed mainly

of monzonite. The stibnite occurs associated with some quartz near
the contact of the monzonite and the sediments. Cinnabar has been re-—

voruved along the walls of these veins,
/
2 Stibnite occurs in association with the quicksilver ores of

pot |
the @rsxolcvim River Region., The main occurrence 1s located near the
foot of Baromster iiountain, eighteen miles above Georgetown, on the
Kuskolyim Rdver on claims held by ilr. E. V. Parks, I, \'l‘. J. Crivbee,
of Sleitmute, reports a discovery of cinnabar and s%ibnite in this
locality. The stibnite at the Parks Barometer Prospect is associated
with cinnab;r and realgar in a gangue 0f crushed country rock with some
quartz, Barometer Mountaiﬁ is an intrusive of monzonite in the sedi-
ments, a characteristic of the antimony ores of this district.
Stibnite is found with cinnabar in the Parks, and Faller & Willis
/&rospects on the opvosite side of the Kuakokwim River from Barometer
Liountain., ¥Wo realgar occurs in the last named yrospects.
ir. George Hoffmen at Nepamute, Kuskolwim River, Alaska, -
reports an occurrence of stibnite on Billie K. Creek near Napamute.

Surface showings of arsenopyrite and stibnite, changing to chalcopyrite

at depth, are reported in the Ruszian llountains.

ARSENIC
iirs Chris Bets, Rusggian Mission, Yukon River, Alaska, has an i
arsenic prospect on the Quinhag River. An occurrence of arsenlc was f;éE
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held at one time by Mr. Frank Joaquin, of Takolna, on Rainy Creek,
& tributary to the north fork of the Eek River, No details are availa-

ble concerning these occurrences. A letter has been written to Ilr.

46/02/

Carl Lottsfelt, Superintendent of the Alaska Road Commission at Tekotna,

vy

with the request to interview Mr, Joaguin regarding these occurrences.,

NIXON FORK MINE ,,dba"@
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\B] The Nizon Fork Mine has been leased by Charles Messfeldt,

Dolf Messfeldt, VYano Poantella, and Leo Rodigue. The summer was spent
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in road construction and repair between the mine end mill, As soon

a3 horses are available for hauling, about the mlddle of September,

Wﬁ

as mich ore as possible will be taken ocut before freezeup. The mine is

to operate during the winter,

OIL
No oil seepagea have besn reported from the Iskokwim River
District. Mr. Hirsh, enginecer for the New York Alaska Gold Dredging 5/,/p
' ~

Company, reports the finding of a group of fosails near the mouth oxiZ
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Bear Creek, a tributary of the Tuluksak Rlver, that ha.ve been identified
@at Golmbia University as corresponding to an oil group of fossils found
a3 in the United States. A sample of material resembling a hydrocarbon was

N
vy
J
<\< submitted by Mr, Hirsh, This sample, together with a sample from the N
Q-/

9
tunnel on Gordon Bettles! cin.na.ba.r progpect, were ldentified by Mr. l’["“
Paul Hopkins. '"The dark portions of samples 29 (Hirsh} and 31 (Bettles)

contain carbon or hydrocarbonsg. On heating in a closed tube both
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samples yield yellow oily drops with an odor midway between tar and

petroleum, The distinction between bony coal and oil shale is not

{:sharp and these samples might be classed ag elther of these. Sample
0

2% was not easily ignited bu£ portions of sample 31 burned freely after

ignition with the blow pipe."

CLAY

Three samples of clayA&fzf\zaken from the Lower Kuskokwim
Region, in the vicinity of Quinhagak, that is being used by the netives
a8 paint for kyaks and other articles. 1. Hopkins describes the samples
as follows: "Sample 32 was a ball of dried clay contalning feldspar
partly kaolinized and various other silicates. A small amount of pyrite
was detected by panning. Semple 33 was gimilar to 32 but contained no
pyrite, Sample 40 was also & ball of dried clay, red In éolor. It
contained less talc and feldspar than the two previous samples and wag
rmech more plastic. The red color is due to oxidized iron compounds.

No minerals of value were found in any of these three clay saﬁples."
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FIRE

Tundra fires raged in the Knskokwim River Reglon this summer
destroyling extensive areas of reindeer feed and threatening the settle-
ments along the river from Sleitmute to Russgian iission. Sleitmte,
Napamite, Gordon Bettles, Russian Mission, and Nyac were saved by
trenches and backfiring. The main fire was believed to have its origin
on Tek or Quinhag Rivers, 1t followed the main divide going toward
Nushegak, and along Stony River to the Kuskokwim., The area along the
Xnskolkwim River has Wurned, on the north bank, from Stony River to one
mile above Russian IMission, The fire jumped the Kuskokwim River at
Sleitmuite. At Nepamite m native set fire to the tundra which alded
the spread of the conflagration. Some of the other fires may have been
incendary supposedly for the exeitement caused. The native at Napa-
mte was arrested and sentenced to nine months, Several cabins were
destroyed along the river,

The tundra area in the vicinity of the Bear Creek Dredge,
Tuluksak Rfver, is said to have been set fire by the tractor. Thia
fire destroyed several bridges and cabins. As a precaution, a screen
is now placed on the exhanst of the tractor.

A vsmoking mountain,® ai the head of Stony River, has‘been
reported by the natives of-Stony River to Jack Smeaton at Sleltmte. It
is thought that the fire may have given theugélc&nOQimpreSSion to the -

natives.



The spread of fire was aided by the long dry season. The
greatest loss iz the destruction of the reindeer moss. Ir. Fowler,
reindeer owner between Flat and Takotna, reports gseveral araas burned
in that vicinity making it difficult to find feeding places in winter
or a slauvghteéering point near the two towns., The fire was accompanied
by a haze and gmoke that remained for some time. The observations of
the fire area are caswal and gained from the inhebitants in the dis-
tricts. ifr. Fowler has suggested to the Delegate from Alaska that
fire wardens be appointed to guard against a recurrence of fires that

threaten the reindeer industry.



