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MEMORANDUK, REPORT
TO: Leo H, Saarela, Commissioner of Mines, Juneau, Alaska
FROM: James A, Williams, Agsociate Mining Engineer, College, Alaska

SUBJECT: Mining Operations in the Innoko Recording Precinct, Fourth
" Division,

On the 7th, 8th, and 9th of September 1950, the writer was in the
Innoko Precinet visiting mining opsrations and making inguiries as
to those not visited, The purpose of this activity was to gather
informaticn and data on the mining industry in that part of the
Territory.

There were found to be twelve active operations in the Innoko Precinct,
and the writer visited seven of them, The total number of men employed
in wmining in the precinct was seventy-seven, It is interesting to
compare these figures with those of the Koyukuk which had nineteen
operationg, but only thirty-seven miners, and the Fortymile with
‘thirteen operations and twenty-eight men employed. The reason for

the difference is th-~t in the Innoko Precinet the operations are all
mechanical and two dredges are included, while thers are no dredges
active in the Koyukuk and the Fortymile, few drgglines, and several
groundsluice operations, which the Innoko lacks entirely., A detailed
list of Innoko Precinct operations is on a separate sheet included
with this report. A tabulation of the operations by type follows:

Operations No, of Oons, No, of Men
Gold Dredge 2 19
Dragline-Bulldozer- 7 46
Hydraulie
Bulldozer-Hydraulic 3. 12
TOTALS 12 77

It can be seen that this district runs heavily to dragline operations,
Most of the Innoko miners reason that it 1s much more economical to



stack teilings with a dragline than with a bulldozer, if one can neet
the initial capital outlay for the dragline, A D-8 bulldozer will
require up to $5,300,00 per season in parts, (the weer and tear on
tracks and rollers is terrific when working in water containing sand
and silt) while a dragline will not require more than a few hundred
dollars! worth, The bulldozer burns more fuel, because everytime it
takes a load of tailings up on the pile, 1t is lifting its own weilght
(up to twenty tons) as well as that of the tailings, The dragline only
1lifts the bucket and the tailings, and therefore requires less power,
A dragline costs up to §60,000,00 new, although rood bargains have
been gotten in surplus deals, The present price of a new D-8 is a
little over $20,000,00,

The Innoko was a nrosperous-appearing mining. district, and appeared

to have a pretty fair future ahead of it except for labor diffienlties,
Most of the miners in this area were moderately well satisfied with
their production and were planning on continuing mining there as long
as possible, There appears to be a favorable amount of ground yetb
remaining on most of the creeks, and the valley bottom of the Innoko
River has very good possibilities of being a large areaz of dredging
ground.

It was noticed that the Innoko mining operators pay higher wages than
are pald in the other mining distriects visited in the past season,

A base labor rate of $1,25 to $1,35 an hour is pzid here as against
$1.00 to $1.21 in the other localities, '

The labor shortage will be more difficult for the Innoko operators
than for onerators in most other outlying districts. In addition to
the men that will not come back next season because of the increase

of employment in defense work, the government construction project at
Tekotna will be enticiny men away from the nininz canps that do come
back for the season., The conatruction work nays over twice as much

as the operators can, and the men can hardly be blamed for going after
the money., They hear of the job ouportunities over the radio, and

in at least one case so far, the contractors have come right into the
camps in an endeavor to hire the men for the comstruetion work,

The Innoko Precinct was not affected to any great extent by the water
shortage of the past season, Most of the ovsrators, some with the aid
of pumps, were able to sluice as steadily as they desired. The creeks
in the area held up quite well,

There is o road net in this district thet links Ophir, Takotna, and
the Candle Landing on the Kuskokwim, All of the mining operations
but two can be reached hy car or truck from these points,



At tone Uotila and Hard oweration on Ovhir Cree':, Gus Uotila was found
on the upper BATE o the creel: starting on his sedSRAGHE since
buildiny & road to zet there., The pay vas runnins out on the lower
part ol the creek earlier in the season, so he took time out from
mining to build a road to better ground about four miles up the creek,
The expense involved was about §10,000,00, The upper ground is fairly
rich, and Uotila will mine there as long as he can get the labor,
They were working a twelve-hour shift, Gus is a very progressive miner,
constantly devising more- efficient ways of handling the boxes, wings,
cleanuns, ete, The bedrock there is quite uneven, but splinters

8sily into very small needle-like fragments, making it easy to mine,
A pump was returning water from a downstream sump, and nozzlemen
were stripping at other points in preparation for fubure mining,
The crew totaled ten men.

The Hard and Uotile overation at Bear Creek, managed by Eric Hard,
was not visited, but lMr, Hard wes interviewed, They were working a
crew of eight, had two bulldozers, a dragline, and a hydraulic setup.
The chief complaint here wvas inefficient labor,

Nezl. Beaton wes operating a small flume dredge on lower Gawnes Creek
with a crew of five, The dredge is a crude wooden affair with a

gingle spud, The buckets empty directly into the sluice boxes without
a screen or any other method for bresaking or washing the materiel first,
The hull, superstructure, and equivment were all in a -wvery rundown and
worn-out state, Beaton reported that in all probability, he would not
overate the dredge agein after the close of the ssason, His ground

was apparently nearly dredged out,

Beaton also had an easy mining uprovosition on a bench just above his
camp, He oumped the water up fron Ganes Creek, and pushed in with a
sma’l bulldozer. The boxes were set up on & row of barrels, and the
teilings went dovm the hillside, It was a2 very simple overation, He
had no idea where the limits of this deposit were, so he did not
know how long he would be mining there, It had the appearances of a
residual deposit.

On uppor Ganes Creek is the Innoko Dredging Company with their dredge
end the largest crew in the Innoko Precinct, It is a 33-foot, stacker
dredge. The operation appears to be producing auite well,

There vere three operations on Little Creek, the lowest of which was
Joe Degnan's, He was having trouble with maeny large boulders and the
pay 2ppeared to be diminishing, but the cresk has been a rich one,
and he was hoveful of an improvement. If not, he was planning to
move to the Tolstoi area, His sround had been drifted and dredged

before he acguired it, but fair pay still remained,
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Above Degnan's 1s the partnership of Grover CGirtler and John Myklebust
They were using an elevated sluice with 2 FIant Womrted 6a Top eIt
for -washing, They used a dragline for 1ifting the gravel to it, and a

bulldoger for pushing the tailings away. Some difficulty was experlenced

in mining the blocky bedrock with the dragline, The pay streak here
is guite narrow with about five or six feet of anguler gravel that is
mostly slide., The gold is mostly in bedrockz, The concentrete con-
tains much pyrite in cubes and also scheslite, They have ground for
two or three years,

The McFarland end Hubbard operation on upper Little Creek was closed
at the time of the visit becauss of an auto accident in whieh McFarland
was geriously injured,

Rosander and Reed operated on Yankee Creek with a crew of eight, and

¢ gpverently had 2 zood season,

The Strandberg and Sons dredging opveration on Candle Creek is often
nistakenly listed as being in the Innoko Precinct since it is in the
same disirict as the other opserations covered in this report.
Actnally, it is in the Mt, McKinley Recording Precinct because it is
on the east side of the water shed and is in the Kuskokwim drainsge
rather than that of the Yukon,

The Matheson and Savage operation on Spruce Creek closed just prior

to the time of ‘the visit to the Inncko Precinct. The operation was
run mostly by H, Matheson and his son Hugh. Hugh was indueted into the
Army, so they could not do much but shut down,

Lindquist and Carlson had a simple bulldozer and hydraulic operation
in Victor Gulph The ground is marginal, but they had hopes of better
pey higher up on the bench above, end intended to do some prospvect
drilline this winter, The muck is about forty feet deep, but contains
much ice and is stripoed easily with water,

One cennot help noticing on the map how the many gold-bearing streanms
of the Ovhir area enter the Innoko River from the same direction,

The valley of the Innoko is rather wide, and with the above fact in
mind, it seems very likely that the Innoko valley will some time be
good dredging ground, if economic conditions become more favorable
for gold mining, The ground has been drilled from time to time in
various places, but the results of the drilling are unknoun to the
writer,



A severate trip was made to the operation of the Colorado Creekuyznlnq
Company on Colorado Creek, thirty or forty miles north of 0

The Fullerton brothers, Richard and John, own this opzration, and

run it in a very efficient manmner, The Goodnews Bay Mining Company
formerly had this ground and left much of it already stripped, so that
the Fullertons could start mining immediately, They have good equip—
ment and mine large cuts, using two D=8 bulldozers and a two-yard
dragline, Their bizgest operational problem apvears to be the

frozen bedrock which slows them up while they wait for it to thaw,
Sometimes they go ahead with the next cut, leaving a frost hump behind,
and come back to pick it up later, They are strioping ahead with
wvater, This is a profitable operation and they have ground ahead for
several years, The Fullertons operated only one shift, stating that
the returns definitely decreasse in proportion to the expense vhen a
night shift is ewployed,

Travel from one district to another was made with Alaska Airlines and
Northern Consolidated Airlines, Within the Ophir district it was
performed on foot and by rides given by courtesy of Kenneth Chatwood,
manager of the Northern Commercial Company store at Onhir,
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JAMES A, WILLIAMS
Asgociate Mining Engineer



VINING OP=RATIONS FOURTH DIVISION

INNOEO PRASINCT

1950
Name and Address of Name and Location of
Opsrator Mine
Beaton, leal, Ovhir Mq,;}c Lower Ganes Creek
]
Beaton, Neax, Onhir Ganes Creek bench
Al £

Colorado Creel .‘dning Co,yiV““Colorado Creex, Cripnle

District
Degnan, Joe, Oghir ywid~® Little Creek
Girtler, Grover and\L\vq'Qc Little Creek
Myklebust, John, Ophir

Hard, Eric end Uotile, Gus, Bear Creesk, Cripple
Folger Y¥h Ur -1 D District

A4
Lindquist, Hjalmer andlﬁ&q Victor Guleh
Carlson, lvar, Ovhir

Innoxo Dredeging Co.*:%Z§ Uppsr Ganes Creek

MecFerland, G. ax¢ . Uoper Little Creek
Hubbard, V,. Ophir

liatheson, H, and ,axV‘ix}t Spruce Creek
Savage, P., Ovhir

Rosander, T. ancd 9% -3U Yankes Creek
Reed, L., Ophir

Uotile, Gus and -3 Ophir Creek

Hard, Eric, Ophir

Tvne of Oneration

Gold Dredge
Sulldozer-Hrdranlic

Dragline-Bulldozer~
Hydraulic

Dragline-Bulldozer-
Hydraulic

Dragline~Bulidozer-
Hydraulic

Dragline-Bulldozer-
Hydraulic

Bulldozer-Hydraulic

Gold Dredge

‘Bulldozer-Hydrauvlic

Dragline~Bulldozer-
Hydraulic

Dragline-Bulldozer-
Hydraulic

Dragline-Bulldozer-
Hydrauvlic

Crew

o

10
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of tre properties in the vieinitr of liolan Srecl: are within easy
reacn ol Wisemen, IV ic a distance oI apwroyitatelr six miles bv a
greded Z&ird road,

The last wroverty visited wes that of Erling ‘eslerd and Paul thite on

PERpEpa .
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Vermont Creek, tributary to Hammond River, A neir of entervrising and

R Y g St sl

industrious miners, Wesliand and Vhite have brought in 3300 feet of large-

size bvaraulic wipe znd tihree nozmles, as well 25 & bulldozer, to their
[ S

nrodervs, Thevw vers mininc theilr proverty in en cfficient mammer, one

man voridiry days and one on night shifts,

The depcsit is a nerrow creek deposit, but the pa is good, Finding
sufficient svace for staciking tailings is o probler, This was neerly
the only operation visited by the writer whers bloci: riflles were being
used, andé in this case at least, they zeem to be very efficient gold
savers, Much pyrite and magnetite and occasionzl covper nuggets apoear

in the concentrates,

The locziion of Vermoal Creelr is twelve niles northwest of HWiseman by
road and foot trail, The last three niles (apzroxrinsle) into Vermont
Creek is ov necessibr 2lons the bank of the Hamond River whicihh is very
steer and difficult, and where the roed from Wisenen has not been

finisheéd., 4 Road Commission bulldozer has scoowved out a trail in

nore than twe riles te be Jinished., The writer is of the opinion that

2id <hoid be ~iven tnese Two enterprising minersz - fipishine the road
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to their property to allow them casier and more economiczl access 'ith
suppliec, especially since so little vork remains to be done, v odght
be vointed out tnal considerable transmortation taxes nave been paid
by Nesland and White in the shipping in of their several large plane
loads of equipment and supplies, It is upon men lilke these that the

future development of the mining districts depends,

There ere several otner nroverties along the richt limit of the Hammond
River upon which annual assessment work is being done, These
proverties mey cone into production in the future anc iould elso be

benefited by improvements on the above mentioned road,

Travel on this trip wes by plane from Fairbanks to Bettles hilver Field,
on foot to Big Lake, by plene to Twin Lalkes, on foot to Demny's Gulch,
Big Leke, and to Wiseman, end by rented truck and foot to operations

near Viszeman,
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A field vrip was made into the Koyukuk Recording Frecinct by James 4,
Williams, Associate ifining Engineer, from September 15 to 25, The
purpose of the trip vas to visit as many operations as possible and

gather information and date on the mining industry in thet area,

A total of nineteen nining operations were found to be active, ecight
of which were visited., The men actually engaged in these operations
totalled thirty-seven, The numbers of the verious types of operations

and the men employed in each are as follows:

Opsration Ho. of Opns, No, of Men
Prospecting 3 3
Groundsluice 2 3
Shovel-in 3 3
Hydraulic 3 4
Bulldozer 2 5
Bulldozer-Hydraulic 4 8
Dragliine-Bulldozer 1 10
Drift ) 1
ToTALS 12 37

There wes no lode activity in the Loyukuk Precinct this season, A
deteiied lisy ol the overations are on separabe sisets included with

this report.

The Mining industry in this precinct is on the dovmgrade, as it is in
iigiricts in the Fourtn Division., IDver-increasing prices

and Sransportation 3ifl culties are discouragin~ tihe niners considerably,

The onilyr nroduct i: gold and the possibility ol en increase in price
epoears very remots, Since the overations in the Hoyukuk zre mostly
sma_l. Tnhe avaroaching steel and lebor shorteges 1lll urobably not affect

-1 -



the overall mining picture to any grsal extent.

The operational difficulty shared by nearly all the miners in this
district this season was inadeguate water for sluicing, It was an
abnormally dry swwier in ths Koyukulk as well as throughout the

Intserior,

The‘ggﬁy brothers, Dale andlpyla, were groundsluicing °n.§E§bt Iille '
nggg, tributary to Bettles River, for the second year, The creeit is
steep, narrow, and full of large boulders which pose a serious mining
problem. At present, they have a small hand hoist for moving boulders,
but are considering tpe installation of a small high~line setup to do

the wori more efficiently, Ths gravel here is not rich, but they are

making exnenses and plan to rewmain for al least a few more seasons,

The Betlles River Landing Field is near their property, which makes
air transportation hendy, thouzh expensive., The rate is twelve cents
pcr pound fron Fairbanks, They are thirtr niles from Wiseman by

trail and Peath treil,

The country to the northwest of Bettles River is composed of rugged
mountains of limestone and granite intrusives, This should be a
favorable area {or base metal lode prospecting. The Bott brothers
continuelly find nuggets of magnetite, silver, copper, and lead in
their placer concentrates, The factor against the development of this
countrv is, of course, the @ifficulty of travel anc high price of
transvortation, The stage of erosion in this viecinity ics not late

snough Tor zood tlacer country, There simply has not been sufficilent
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erosion for good concentrations of gold,

Fred Terrel was found to be groundsluicing on Garnet Creen, about one

Ana aRs

A LENRES

A and a helf miles doun the left limit of Betiles Rlver from Eight Mile

Creek, The returns here are guite poor also, but Terrel seems moderately
satisfied. He uses an automatic splash dar, and shovels in vhat he
cannot get by groundsluicing, The bedrock on Garnet Cresk varies from

soft to hard and the gold gathers on and ia the soft bedrock,

Dennis C'Keefe was found prospecting i'or placer in the vicinity of Twvin

. e ———
e AAN DT 7 4 4 Al iy

Lekes, vhich are necr the nead of the South Fork ol the Koyukuk River,
Themgkream on winich he is located has been given the name of Denny's
Gulch, trere being no other name on record, tiie was in the process of
sinking 2 line of prospect shafts across the lower part of the creek,
but had not hit o paystreak at the time of the writer's wvisit, The
holes were from twenty to thirty-five feet deep as they progressed to

the center of the valley,

Y

Upstreaw, the valley nerrows end becomes precipitous, It is 2 region
of intense metamorphism, there being gsneisses, injection gneisses, and
schists folded ancd twisted into all shapes. Small, twisted, inconsistant
auartz stringers run evervvwhere. lNo assay values of economic Interest

have been obtained from the auartsz, but colors mey be panned at will

‘from almost any point in the formation and Irom the slide rock., A

few larez ~0ld nugzetc have been vlcked un Ironm the creeX bed in the

upper perl uhere the srade is steep and the rravel large and shallow,

Wative iron asvears nearliy everviiere in amell brient pieces. Associated

also ars sohalerite and rutile, Creen copver steins are common, and

]
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tiie creelr irater bas & verr bitter tasue which is aZuributed to arscnic

(tyvical of a number ¢l creelis in thetl region)., The maiority of the

igneous rocks are granitic uvith s fev besic rocis in evidence, Some

of thesz weather into fine flakes,

The possibllities of a2 moderately rich placer depos:t in the lower
part of Denny'!s Gulch are zood, and further prospecting in thils area
should oe definitely worth-vhile. One difficulty is the scarcity of
tinber, AT wresent, trere ig just enoush wood itiin & rzasonable

nauling distance Ior one wore season,

Denny's Gulch is eporoximately fifty miles northeast of Viseman by
trail, rmuch of it verr poor, A good landing field could be constructed
on a glecial outwasin plain that exists in the velley of the South Fork.

The lakes in the area nrovide landings for I{loat planes,

Ereqbfittﬁ vas mininz with a hydraulie outfit on Leke Creei, tributary
to Bir Leue, Tas plzcer peolosyr of tnis crzel: iz avite coniused,
appecring 1o be pzrtly water-laid frown: ¢iflereat directions, pertly
disturopec by glacizl activity, and vossibly vpartly residuzl, From the
exposures evailable, 1t is very difficult to determine the direction
fran which the gold wes transovorted. t present, Pitts is following &
paystreak avey frou: iiie creek on the left limit about one and a half
miles un Zrom ths lake, Torner miners on this creek have sunlt numerous
shafts znd wrosmect noles, 21l of which nave peen reported to have

revealed —ool »nay, Tho defree of relizbilivy of Uhsse Teports is unimowm,
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Pitts intends to purchase a small bulldozer before next season and

start mining larger cuts than at present., The bouwlder problem there

is bad, and he has only a hand hoist for moving the large ones, He is
also interested in attempting to mine the deita of the creek near the
lake's edge, Prospect drilling was strongly advised, for the delta is
elmost certain to be quite déep and much gravel would have to be excavated

before the nature of the pay would become knoun,

* The Big lake area was recently granted a postoffice and Pitts was

. éppointed postmaster, The address is Big Lake, The location is approxi-

mately twventy-eight miles northeast of Wiseman by trail and "cat®
trail, Tloat planes can land in the lake, but wheel planes must land

on Bettles River Field, eight miles from the far side of the lake,

The next property visited was that of Joe Ulen and Sammy Pingelo on a

PRV IRCIPNTTAN SRerYE VEYS L LR O

bench on the left limit of NﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁfiﬂEg The claim is Mary's Bench,

They attempted all summer to mine one cut, but were prevented from
sluicing by a high rim of bedrock on the lower side of the bench

through which they failed to excavate a sufficiently deep drain,

Their chief difficulty is an old bulldozer which is continually breaking

dowm,

Fron reports of mining on neighboring benches, and the general geological
situation, it appears that the above bench will pay well if an efficient

mining program cen be laid out and followed.
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Oliver L, Chappell was found mining in Thompson Gulch which enters
i po™

B

Faye Creex, tributary to llolan Creek. e has a hydraulic setup and

does same groundsluicing also, Bedrock here is quite steep and has
several channels, The ground washes eaéily and the pay is moderately
good, This operation will probably last for many years, as Chappell is
not trying to push the project very strenuously, A4n Interesting

feature of this deposit is the high fineness of the gold, It averages
around 940, with the nuggets about 960, and one nugget having a reported
fineness of 982, Some of the gold in this deposit has been found on

top of muck at an elevation of ten feet above bedrock,

R. H. Jones and C, K, Harvey were in the process of constructing a

g 11 X ;#;::“_""A;'M_;x';'\:‘-.A:‘;_.-:_-.r-_?m\':.drva»&vw

.néﬁqéitch in preparation for their next year!s mining on Smith Creek

Beneli, Smith Creek iz also a tributary to Nolan Cresk, They mined

one cut on the bhench this year vith a hydrauwlic outfit, but need more
pressure for an efficient operation, The bench ground on their property
is very shzllov and easily washed, The pay avpvears to be good, They

have considerable bench ground remaining,

H. S, W%E%Q%ﬁ&? ang Eii{wg?} have been seperately orospecting bench
ground around Smith Créek by groundsluicing in various locations, The
benches have been mined in this area for many years, but it appears
that a favorable amount of bench ground still remains, The creek

deposits in Molan and Smith Creeks, which were very rich, have been

mined oul since long ago,
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I34ORAIDU: REFORT
TQ: Leo X, Saarela, Comnissioncr of Mines, Juneau, Alaska
FRGi: James A, Williams, Associate lMining Engineer. College, .ilaskas
SUSFLCT:  iiining Operations in the IFairbanks District, Tairbanks
Recording Precinct, Fourth Division,
:irb2niis ©o visit mining

Severzl irip: vers made o tne riter fren P
onerctions iw the Fairbanks iXning District curine the months of Ausust
and Septenber, 1250, These trivs were made in the Departnant of lines
viciwo truel, returning to Fairbanks each evening, The purnose of the
vizits to the overations was to gsather information end data on the
ninins industry in tnls district,

4 total of twenty-one oovsrations vere founcd to be active, (counting
the U,S.8.R.,35, Co, owmeretions as one) fourteen cof which were visited,
The mmber of men enployed in thess opsrations totaled approvimately
5ix hundred at the peal of the mininp season, A tabulation of the
operalions by tyve is as follows:

Oneration 7o, of Onns, Ko, of Men
Dredzes 1 550 (aporo:, )
ariine-Sullcozer- o 15
Hwdreulice
duildozer-rrareulic 5 11
Hedreulic 1 1
liydraulic Stripping 2 4
Snining i 1
Gold Lode 3 5
Golé Lode Prosnecting 3 >
Gold Lode Maintenance 2 3
Silver-Lead Prosvecting 1 1
TOTLLS 21 52% (epprox.)

e 2bpove opsrations L ol separate sinests iacluded

There vers Fever zcoitive operations in this digtriech in 1250 than 1"

1?4,. Tha onlT mincrzl tidlned is ~0ld, and cs mrices keep increasing,
more 2nl nore Tiners ove clscourace? fron Jurtasr onaration by

Qc-cy'en z-- Mt vvnnv 1 L(
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The labo: supsly wes excellent this vesr until mid-season, when it
dronoed ofi sharpl: beczuse of the opening ¢f zovernmeat contract work,
The contrnctors nar rauch hisher wages than trz mining industr—+ can
aefford, Since nid-season, the miners have hzd an increasingly gifficult
time in seevrins l-obor sufficient Tor normal operatior, fEs the tar
production work increases in the States, the labor problem will bscome
more serious for the miners, Iurther the apzroaching steel shortage

will oropebly affect gold mlning riore than anv other industry,

The Falrbanis district vas extremely short ¢ water this seaso n, 1t

being a record-breaking year for very little precipitation, The only
operators who could sluice or hydraulic stead;TJ vere those who retuimed
their water by means of a pump from a sump downsirean, The U.3.S,R.&. Co,
vith their Davidson Ditch wvas excented in this matter, of course, but

gven tne "3ig Ditch' carried only water onous: for oné or two nozzles

at times,

The U.S,2.3.20., Ce. onzrated dredges on Crinole, Ester, Little Eidorado,
Engineer, and Feirbanks Creeks, Their threc otner dredges at Chatanika,
IPishr Cree:, gad Pearo Creel: were inective, Thz dredpe at Fairbanks
Creei: wes moved from Goldstream last vinter, The Company also had
stripoin~ oa*ratlon“ =t Cripple, Gold Hill, Sheen Creek, Encgineer
Creei, Dore Creev, and Fairbanks Creek; and thaving operations at
Cripple Creel:, Engineer Creek, Fairbanks Creek, and Chatanika, They
neintained a ditch camp at Lonr Creek and iiept a vrosnect-drill crew
busy in seversl locelities, Prospecting with a bulldozer was done at
their !{cCarthy lode nroperty at the Fairbanks Creek, The Company wvas
closed doum for three weeks in May by a strike of the local miners!
union, affiliated with the I.3B.E,W,

Harold Hassel overated a dragllne outfit or Ready Bullion Creek with
n_" Todemale success, HAe was uneble to minz sedrosi mrooerlv because
of insuflceient drainace,

"loosze Joam" Vuwoviesn nillesd 2boul thirtv ton: ol ore fror his lode
mihe on Tster Dome in tihe St, Paul 1411 rt the head of Bva Creek, This
ore was on accumulation of seversl veargt' vori, Mr, Vuvovich has since
disc, an’ 2ic wdne neg beer left to tuo brotaers i Turope,

The Bnrtholomae 01l Corn. is eeping a watchcer on its holdings on
fzter Domz and is zpparvently waiting for better mianins conditions,
altioush 17 hae bzen ruvoved that ther irtend Yo sell, if vossible,

Four vortuers recently stelted the Adler nromerty on Ester Dome and

intend ve sTert sinisine a shaft nest suring, The vartners ere Juinto
ang Yar Paolini, EZ ishly~, el Eric jranhol:. The neerby Sanford )
nropert- 1z oy enle, ,41553
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nd _Verdin was found vorkine to the best of his abilitr on his lavout
on #o: Creek. 1o is an old man and badly cripoled vn with arthritis
or rheumatisn, Iz nansgez to taite out a small cud in about two vears,
Eddie is one of the old timers who vill never give up, no matter what
the nordsnips mey be,

Bigelow Bench was not mineé this year, The wartners there, Celvin
Anderson ané Denni: Braid, are in disagreerment,

On First Chance Creel, tributary to Goldstrean, Ernestﬁ;purev vas:
overating o “BulYLdozer<hydraulic outfit by blmself. while & mile cbove
him, I', C, Bleecker was only stripping vhile waiting fLor more
orofitable-Mmiiti# ‘conditions, These two men were formerly partners,
but have split up and are hrving a water dispute at oresent,

The Four-A Mining Company overated pert of the season at the mouth of
Flume Creel on Pedro Creek, then moved over to Louise Pup, tributary
to ultLlG Eldorado Oreek, They also did some prosvecting on a silver-
lead vein on the ridge west of Pedro Dome nezr the head of Flume Creek,
Tury Ancerson reports letely thet he will have to move to other ground
next season, as Louise Pup is mined out.

Willian Englebritzen had his one-man dredge in the Goldstreanm aree
about vhere Gold Hun enters, but did very little worl:, His machine
is constantly brecking down,

David Dltcman started mining near the mouth of Skoozy Creek late in
the séz280mn, "It is very doubtful if he accomplished much,

ngkﬂKupofT and Alec Tavitoff{ were mining the right limit side pay on

Discovery Clain, Pedro Creeic, Kupoff owns the ground. G, B, liaritin
rined there last vecr, but moved to the Tenderfoot area this year,

Cheries Lezeration did nearly 1) of thne mining on the Pedro Dome
Yardroc:: Drooertv thet he and Vern Jolela are leasing from Duane
Franklin, Jokele wee hurt in a fall dowm the sheft last soring and is
8till recovering, Thev mill their ore at the Cleary Hill Mines, Inc,
rill on a eustom milling arrangement vith the nenacenent,

At the Hi Yu Mine, above the left limit of Fairbanke Creek, two men are
enployed as caretavers, They have also been doing some prospecting,
Unofficizl reports indicate that the Hi Yu linin~ Co, 1ls vlanning to
lease the wine to a group of five miners fror: Butte,

The ALde” JGreek lidning Company on Feirbanks Creel: ziined about the s
vardage as iae vesr oefors, But their zold is diminishing as they
srorress upstrean, Thev have two draglines ana tuo or nore bulldozers,
Ther once used an elevated sluicebox. but have abandoned it in favor

ol bedéoc? boxes, saving that it is too exmensive tc hoist the naterlial
to the clevated box,



On Goifee Dome, above the left limit of Fairbanks Creek, Malter Linderen
and associetes have been UPOSDQCtng a2 zrold quartz vein with a BI85 78,
iy Therr have trenceed across it at intervals of fifty or seventy~five feet
14 for a cdistance of about seven hundred feet. A Tew grab samples hzve
n assayecd »ather high, buv channel samples have thus fa» revealed no
great values. Reports on this vein thet were circulating last summer
viere generally exagrerated, Lindgren is planning to sink & shafi on
the vein this winter,

Felmer Johnson was mining a8 usual on Cleary Creek on Eleven Above
_ TIEMR"HE&ThEs been there for a number of years, but reports that he
/5\ is finally running out of pay at the upper end of the claim, From
L¥q* there the zround climbs steeply.
\
At the Cleary Hill Mine, Dourlas Jacikson and Barl Beistline vere mining
con 2 lesse wit Clédry HiIT MRS, In¢.” They were WOrMirg on the
- surface, and at 2 sheilow depth underground, at a point high above the
£ left 1in’t of Chatham Creer not coanected with the nain mine worlkings,

Albert Littlewood atterpted for a short neriod of time to open a siaft
to his o;osnect on Chatham Creek by the use of water, He was unsuccessful,

The Tolovanna wnroperty was tied up in lltlgablon this year between
¥ Howard Sparks 2nd Duene Frenklin,

The Wacikovitz brothers, Charles and Fred, continued prospecting their
15 gola ouartz Vein on Bedroor Cresk, Lt annears to be fairly rich, but
? VEery narrov,

On Wolf Creel, another tributary to Cleary Creek, tne Wolf Cresk
MLITHE Conpany wes only stripping with the hydraullcs‘fﬁi§“§%ar.
m heir drazline and bulldozers wvere rented out to govermment construction
U vroiects, and trneir elevated sluice was idle. Only the three partners,
o Andevecy, Olsen, and Gustafson, werized on the proverty,

lurdo ;.cRee and a vertner, employees of the U,S,8,R.&, Co,, did some
o
N Hrlftlnp on Dan Gillis's u-oserty on Dome Oreelc during the Comvany
,{&V strike. They planned to continue the dr*LnlnH this winter,

John Frasca was sinking prospect shafts on Fox Creel: last spring and
this fell, before and after his nining season on Eagle Creeck in the
Circle Precinct.

L man oy the name of Westenvil: has been doing some lode prospecting
at odd times for two or three vears on the richt limit of Skoogy Gulch,
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Name and Adgress of
Qrerator

Alder Creek Mining Company,
Meehan ¥*Y4%-/

Bartholomae 011 Coro,,

2IUTEG OPSRATIONS FOURTE

DIVISION

FATRB VNS PRuCINGT

Fairdanizs Digirict

Hame and Lozation of

Fairbanks Creck

Ryan Lode, Ester Dome

Los Angeles, Delif, i, i+ .-~

3leecker, *, C.,
Fairbﬂ.n.ks W b_:’: _n

Dittman, David, Falrbpanks

Englebritzen, Villian,
Fairbanks

Four-A Mining Company,
Pairbanks

g

Tour-4 ininz Coasaeny.
Fairbanks

Grant, O, 1., rzlirbanis

Hassel, Herolgq,

Feirbanlks 5 3%

bay 0T

Hi Yu Mining Company,
Fairbanks .« J§-4¢

Jackson, Douvzlas and (5§ >

Beistline, Eari, College

Johnson, Helmsr, Feirbanks

ATy

First Chence Creelz, trib,
of Golastream Creek

Skoogv Creek

Tn

Goldgtrean Creek

Flume Creek, trib, to
Pedro Creek, and Loulse
Pup, trib, to Little
Bldorado

Head of Flume Creek

dzpyr Cresk, Zster Dome

P

Teedy Bullion Creek,
Bzter Dome

Fi Yu irine, Feirbanks
Creek

Cleary Hill liine,
Clear Creek

Cleary Creek

Fed

Tvne of Operation

Uragline-Bulldozer-
Hydraulic

Gold (Maintenance)
drdraulic Strinving

sulldozer-Avdraulic

Snining

Bulldozer-Hydraulic

Silver-Lead Prosvect

Gold Lode Prosnect

Dragline-Bulidozer-
Yydraulic

[ DN

351d Lode (lMMaintenance
and Prospecting)

Golé Lode

Zulldogzer~Hvaraulic

Crevw

15

1=

-

N



llame ant AGdress of
Overator

. {5
Kupoff, Wick andur’
Tavitoff, Alec, Fairbanks

Lazzration, Charlss and
Jokela, Vern, Fairbankg

YT

Lindgren, k., and Assoc's.,
Fairbenks .\ u4-?2"7

haurer, Ernest, . .57
Fairbanke 4™

U.3,8.R.&l.. Company
75 Fedoral Stireel
Boston, iiass.

‘ . NG SAS

Verdin, Ed, Fox |A59:"}

Vuyovich, John, ©ster o .1%7
wa st

Wackowitz, Charles and
Fred (,u§-n7¢

Wolf Creek lining Company,
Fairbanks 4 -4,

Wama and Locztion of

Mine

Pedro Creek

Peiro Donme

Coffee Dome

First Chance Creek,
trib, to Goldstream Creek

Cripole, Zster, bldorado,
Enzineer and Fairbanks
Creeks

TF'ox Creek

Ester Dome

Bedrock Creel:, trib. to
Cleary Creek

Wolf Creek, trib. to
Cleary Creek

T-roe of Onarztion

Bulldozer~tiydraulic

Gold Lode

Gold Lode Prosvect

Bulldozer-Hydraulic

Five Gold Dredges

Hydraulic

Gold Lode

Gold Lode Prosvsct

Hydraulic Strivping

550



