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Curing July 20 t o  30, 1954, I a; t r i p  t o  tire '&seaan 

district t o  search f o r  a re-ported r d i o & , i v e  d q o a i t  south o f  

Wiieanaa and t o  g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  abizt mining i n  the Pidnitj., 

Tho sear& fw the  r d o a c t i v e  d q o s i t  required two-sxd-one-half 

(4 days, a d  t h e  r e s u i t s  o f  t h e  sea?& hare been deacz-lbsd in a rzpo:: 
I 

" .I that was submitted in Holo~enber, 1954. A list oi the operators 
7 

in the district i s  not included h e r s  because the reqvired infor-  

s t i o n  has- a l ra*  been given in a list of Fomth MJisfon operat- 

ors, !This resort  Irl'eecribes the overal l  conditiorts- ir. fha d i s t r i c t  

an& &ves sone a t a i l e d  information about those werations t b t  

have change& since they were last descr ibed,  

On July 20, I went from Edrb&s t o  B t t l e s  and from Bsttiiea 

t o  Wisemap witn Wien Btlaske Mrl ioes .  On Jay 21, I v i s i t e d  

placer o g e r ~ t i o n s  on Vernont e e e k  and on Holan Creek a d  i t s  

tributaries; S a n  F5ng210 a c c m p d e d  me on this t r i p ,  an4 ws 

used a pickcp truck owned by Joe  Ulen. On J a y  22, I l e f t  

Wiseman an2 travelleC! on f o o t  south along the vest sBdo o f  t he  

Middle Fork of the EoyAruk Fiiver, reaching the S t v l i c h  bro:herst 

placer  lllioe on Porcupine Clreek about ncon on Jzrig 24. I l e f t  

the St&ch brothers . '  camp on July 24 and r e t u r n e d  t o  Coliffoat. 

At Cold'foot I was taken across  the r i v e r  'oy Sammy Eope, an e lde r ly  

askimo, who l i v e s  there with  h i s  m d  provides f ~ e e  boat 

t r a s p o r f s t i o n  m o s s  the r iver  f o r  t r ave l l e r s .  I spent the  



night  i n  a waodcut ter fs  cabin on S la te  Geek about three  miles 

u - s t r e a n  f r o n  t h 4  mouth o f  the creek. On J u l y  25, I reached 

Myrtle Creek, whore I met Joe Tauber and v i s i t ed  the site o f  

opera t ions  o f  P rospec tc r s ,  Inc.. Oc July 26' I t r ave l l ed  from 

Pyr t l e  Creek t o  the of tb-2 Slate Ckeek Nirting Obropw on 

qpper SI&e  Creek, I l e f t  S h t e  &sek on tb9 mor?.li?tg o f  J t d y  

27 uld reached W i s s ~ a n  on the  afternoon of J d y  29, On July 

SO I retur~ed from tiisearn to B e t t l e s  rtnd from 3 a t t l e s  to  Fairbanks 

with Wien &mka &rl ines .  

Fow. new operat ions  started i n  t h e  Wiseman distr ict  t h i s  

year. Of the operators that were activs in 1983 ar,d iractiva 

in 1954, two did asses~lrnent work o d j r  and one l eased  h i s  s o u n d  

t o  a new a o q a a y .  The t o t d  number of men engaged i n  n i z i ~ ~ g  

i n  the dis tr i c t  rerimins a b a t  t h e  usme as ir= the preceding year, 

because the now ope re t i an s  starting were o f f a e t  by other  oper&orrs 

becoming i a e .  &1 of the new ctperatiozs an? on creeks t h a t  

h a ~ e  bseu cline2 12 prerious paars, 

Xeu apsratorsr are:  A and Sj Mi~Tiag. eorrrpaw, Pro q e c t o r 3 ,  Ire, 

Joe  1?au%er, and S.lata C r o &  P'iining k q ~ .  !?lie k a d  S: lriininr 
-- 

,$ C o m p w ,  which i a  owned by h d y  Sctiwa~adalL, T. gckerson, and 
I 

f l?  

$T 
Joe Bayless, leased grozrrd or. Mascot Creak froa Vincent Knorr. 

Mec'bnicd. equipment was hauled by tractor t o  Xasco t &eek i n  t he  

spring of 1954, wd ths property was mined throu&out the  ssason, 

In p a t  y e e a  the claics have miaeC. o n  a smeller sca le  5y 



Vircont Knorr, 

Prospector&, fnc, i s  a new c o q m y  foraed by e ,Palrb&a 

group t o  parchase the g r ~ n n d  and equipment forzerlj .  omedt by tho 
, I "  

%' Myrtle Creek M i n i n ~  Cbzpuly. %is season Prospeot~rs- ,  Xzo 
vL 

ained one arnd.1 c l ; L  a b o u t  1200 sqc=e fost of 'cedroc!! L, or, thz 

l a f  L l i i n i  t %-each of Xyr t le  Creek  and drillad a f sw holes  on 'ths 

1 e f L l i m i  t bench. !&e coqang d i &  not work tke f a l l  sea-30n. 

Joe Taubsr, a c o q a r a t i v e  nateomer t o  tha  K o ~ ~ k u k ,  stdcsd 

some claims on Myrtle Creek or: g r a d  fomar ly  o m a d  by V i e o r  

r,\ 
, \5 

P' l?eck. fa 1964 ha was sniping about one &ail@ below the e q  

owned By Prospectors,  Inc. 

Fne Slate Creek Z i a i n g  CoAqany,  whlch is ~wne?.  by Frmk 

'keiseen and Ed l h r a d ,  s t a t e d  a i ~ n g  this year on  u?gar S l a t e  

Qsek, Theissen has rnirsed on Slate Geek i n  p r e ~ l o i l s  years  

, Ity hvld zcthocis. t h e  t iae of ny v i s i t ,  the  o r l o r a  were hbni% 
3C 

i-" diffimltgr reaching %edrock w i t &  t h e i r  first cut, D.s bedrock 

is uneven, md, i n  the  cut where they wers mining, there ap?e=ecl 

t o  be a d e p r e s s i o r  iri Sedrock i o w s r  then the bedrock farther 

downstrean, 1 lat a r  fo& that  they were unabl R t o  re=$ bed- 

rock in part of t h e  cut, mi they s tar ted a new cut f a r t h e r  up- 

atraam. mey s x e  using a b ~ d l d o z s r  &ad a sluice-~kate, They 

hauled t h e i r  mining equipment; froa Galena by t ractor;  tlla t r i p  

required twc years,  part  of the time be ing  used ir b * d l d i x  two 

airstrips fo,- t h a  Territory. Eow that the heavy eqnipment i s  

02 the property,  they p l a n  t o  fly each seasonte supplies t o  the 

24yrtle Craek fisldl f r o a  Fairbanks. &tkot@l o n l y  the two owners 



uerc wor 'dng a t  the  t i ~ e  o f  niy r i s i t ,  they  planned t o  h i r e  ano5her 

m a  t o  t an& the s lu ice  box. 

O p r a t o r s  who were inac t ive  in 1954 d t e r  m i d %  in 1953 were 
+".J 

the  B o t t  brathers- a d  F r d c  Millsr a;l& sons-, w h o  133.5 only assaasi. 

meat work on t h e i r  cldms t b i s  ye=, aid Vinconi  &orr ;  who leased 

n his: groun.?. t o  the  A. ~ L . Y I ~  3. >Mi.n?zg Coz2aay. briins Xeslaiid was 

not mini ~zg at h i s  cLaixs oki- Vernon$ ~Ccesk tips of mg 17: sit, 

but i t  was r q o r t s d  tha,t he planned t o  stzrt zainizg i n  k g ~ 3 t .  

Since 1916 the S. tmich brothers hzve been rnizlix on Porc~pina 

Craek. 37 groxnil-sluicing iu.  the amner a d  d r i f + t i n i ~  i n  the .+ 
.?I; winter  they are able t o  work all yea. T.ee press& s i t e  of t h e i r  

fL 

grou~d-sluicing- i s  alr,at o.t&quar"ur m i l s  u s s t r e =  froia t h e i r  

cabin, a c !  the  shdt leis% usad f o r  &rift-mining- it3 about 100 yards 

upntream f r o 3  t h e i r  ca3in. The ground i a :  f ive  t o  s i x - f e e t  deep 

nt the grou-slni-cizg cut  and 27 f e s t  deep at t he  &aft, A 

description of  Porcapfne &edr and fLs Stanich ' o r o t h e r a t  m i d %  

operation i s  given by Xeed i n  a rq30rt ent i t led  E3.3 UPP"3 XoWKUK 

RJ3GfOX, AIL AS^, 1937, The methoda described bg Be& a r e  s t i l l  

being used for zdning, The l o n g  undergrouxl d r d n  has  bee^ ex- 

l ; e n d a d e a c h y e a r a s d r i f t - m i ~ n g - h ; r s p r o g e s s e d u p s t r e a m ,  

la rge  volume o f  water flows underground in the deeo  c k a m ~ d  being 

mined, and, if i t  were not fo r  tha &rain, dr i fLmi&ag would 52 

impossible. 

Reed nentions mizing on C&mtz; meek, r ight- i ia i t  tri70utar;r 

t o  Porczpiae Ckeek, p r i o r  t o  1937. Blccord'ing t o  tha Stanich 

brothars ,  Erl ing Elesl,md; t r i e d  t o  r d c o  on this creek since then, 



but he r a a  unable t o  find any ground rich enough to? mine; from 

this, i t  q q e e r s  t h a t  most of the  gold m e  do'm the main va l l ey  

o f  Porcupine &reek. Hees the s i t e  of the g r ~ - s ~ ~ c i n g  oper- 

a t i o n s ,  there ar3 tailing p i l e s  on the lefb2imit  s i d e  of the c reek  

that  wsre l e f t  bg someone who mined there  p r io r  to 1916, 

Ths Stznich brothers have a grtenhouse at tache& to one side o f  

t he i r  cabin, md by renovi-ng c windox fPoa the caain w a l l  they allow 

heat  from the =bin t o  w a n  the greenhouse. ! W s  greenhouse, 

a lmga garden that they c t i t  t i va t e  each sumner, and the prini  t ive  

methods used: fo r  mining make them nore nearly self-stxfficdent thzn 

the o the r  operators i n  the d i s t r i c t .  %eir meaner o f ' l i v ing  and 

the i r  coa t  o f  mining probably  havs not been affects& greatly by 

the paat-- i n f l a t i on .  

Some placer cla ims on the upger ~arL, o f  Emnz &eek wore acqaird 

ed during t h e  past two years by Gus Uo t i l l a  a d  a gartner named 

.4 Maelntosk. I t  was r spor tad  that the7 pTon to t a k e  i n  soae eqlr ip  

aent and start mining next yew; howemr, this winter they h m e  

been twng t o  interest Prospectors: Inc i n  mining t h e i r  d a i m s .  

Oliver Ckqpell's workings on Thoweon Gulch are  t bout two 

,& miles from the end o f  the Holm Creek road., and: hs is d o u s  t o  

&+i-3c 
gs t  help from the Alaska h a d  Gbnnfssion t o  extend! the road to 

his property, He s a i d  that he alrea6y has paid ths Road Corn- 

i ss ion about $150 for work on the trail and that he has dono about 

$400 worth of work on i,t himself. 3a has been n i n i q  on Thcqsofl: 

Gulch for several years and has t a k e n  out about $40,000 i n  goldp 

Se said t h a t  the %ad Conmiasion emgloyee who did the grader work 



an the roads this smmer estimated that; about $200 worth of work 

would md:e the road t o  h i s  property passable. 

Ssverral y e a s  ago, Alarnco, Icc =in& nome antimony from: veins 

on. Wth Creek. The veins., which a r a  e q o s e d  i n  worked-out 

plac~er cu t a ,  c ross  t h e  l ~ w e r  par t  cS the creek nearly at fight 

/ 

,IS aaglea t o  ths crack; they axe  th ree  or four i n  number and less 

t h m  one foot, wida. Zasssa of s t i b n i t e  wers removed f rom the 

veim i r r  sW1 open-cut p i t s ,  wuch were about f ive  o r  s i x f e e t  

d'eep. The s t i b n f t e  was rrczckad and hauled t o  the a i r s t r i p  at 

Wiseman. While the mlning was i n  progress., the pr lce  of antimow 

declined,  and mu* o f  the s i t i t n i t s  renains on the 3ro2erty and. o i l  

the a f r s t r ip .  

, Xi11 chris ty,  E prospector, arrived at Wissaan few minutoa 

before I left. H e  h d  bsen prospec t ing  w i t h  a sc in t i l l ame te r  

i n  tho vicinity o f  Anuktank Pass an& the he&- of J o h n  River, hut 

ba gave no indication tha t  he hadl found aay worthwhile radioactive 
t 

d q o s i t a ,  He intended t o  continuo prospec:ting i n  the Broo$o 

, GiREZtlt CDKDITIOHS 

Tha peop:Ls l i v i n g  LZL V i s e m a  arzd vic in i ty  ar3 l l iv ided i n t o  

tam groups that ogpose each other i n  mout local iaeues. This 

aituatiorz has  exis tad f o r  several y e a r s ,  and i t  seversly dfecks  

lidng c o z d i t l o n s  ami 'ourineers transactions in the mmnruaity, 

Sometimes a nuwcromer finds that  hs has ~mtagonized the members of 



one group merely by being fr iendly  toward the members of the other. 

The mining operations o f  Barry Leonard (e=Cbmmissioner o f  the  

Koyukds precinct) on ArcUbald Creek m d  P i n g d o  and Ulen on ITohm 

Creek are being delayed by a pending lawsuit over water rights. 

In  1954 Leonard was indicted by the 6 ~ a n d  jury o f  t h e  Four+*h 

Division for assault (Fn th a dangsrous rewon after a quarrel with 

a prospector  vho is not a res ident  0-9 Wiseman; the  caaa baa 30% 

yet  been tried;. Leonard h a  a a n a l 1  general  s t o r e ,  but o d y  

the other  meabers of h i s  group care  t o ,  o r  are welcone t o ,  *ads 

with him. biembera of  the  other group have t h e i r  supplies sent 

i n  air from Bairbaka. 

'Phs differ0~~08 between those two groups have had same effect 

on work done by the Alaska bad kmtnission. Ocs group 1 g mzious 

t o  g e t  all possible belg from the Road Conmission, ami the  o ther  

group ob j ec t s :  t o  whatever road work i s  done, 4 few years  e o  

Leonasdts g r o q  prepared a pe t i t i on  reques t ing  the %ad (?onmission 

t o  stop goicg work on t h e  rods and trails i n  the vicizdty.  

OfTlciala o f  th9 Road Obrnmission held a baring at Wise-, 'Lint 

the  p e t i t i o n o r s  fa i led to  a p p e a .  

The work done annnally by the b a d  Commission includes grading. 

the r o a d s  f rom Wiseman t o  Nolan Creek and f rom Wiseman q Hammond 

River atid cr+utfne; brush on the t r a i l  frcp W i s e m a  t o  I)orcupine 

Creek. The r o &  ng b o n d  River has been extended to Vemont 

CPaek as was recommended f n J. A. Will iamst  repor t  on operations- 

i n  t h e  X o p h k  district i n  1950, 


