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INTRODUCT ION

During July 20 to 20, 1954, 1 made a trip to the Wiseman
district to search for & reported radiocactive deposit south of
Wiseman and to gather information about mining In the vidnity,

The search for the radloactive depoeit required two—and-one=half
days, and the results of the search have been described in a report
that was submltted in November, 1984, A list oF the opsrators
in the distriet 15 not included hers Yecange the required inforoe
ation has elready Deen given in a list of Fourth Dlvision oporat-
ors, This report dsseribes the overall condltionsi in the district
and glves some detalled information about thogse operations thamt

heve changed since they were laast deserited.

ITINERARY

On July 20, I went from Falrbanks to Bettlss mnd> from Betiles
to Wigoman with Wien Alasgks Arlines, On July 21, I viglted
placer operations on Vermont Creek and on Nolan Creek and its
tributaries; Sam Plngalo accompenied me on this trip, and we
used a pleckup truck owned by Joe Ulen. On July 22, I left
Wisemsm and travellsd on fooi south slong the west skde of the
Middle Fork of the Koyukuk River, rsaching the Stanich brothers!
placer mine on Porcupine Creek sbout ncon on July 24. I left
the Stanteh dbrothers! camp on July 24 snd returned to Coldfoot.

At Coldfoot I was taken across the river by Sammy Hope, an elderly
Bekimo, who lives there wi’oh his wife gmd provides fres boet

transportation secpoes the river for travellers. I aspent the
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night in = woodeuttoer's cabin on Slate Creek ebout thrss miles
upstream from the mouth ‘of the ereek. On July 25, I resasched
Myrtle Creek, where 1 met Joe Tauber and visited the site of
operations of Progpectcrs, Inc. On July 26 1 travelled from
¥yrtle Creek to the camp of tho Slate Creek Mining Company on
upper Slgte Creek, I left Slate Creek on ths morninz of July

27 and reached Wiseran on the afternoon of Judy z9, On July

30 I returnsd from Wiseman to Bettles and from Bettles to Falrbanks

with Wien S aska Airlines,

OPRRATIONS

Four new operations started in the Wiseman district this
year, Of’ the operators that were active in 19E3 and inactive
in 1964, two dld assesgment work only and one leased his ground
to a new company,’ The total number of men engaged in mining
in the district remains adbont the game as 1r the precedlng year,
"decauee the new operations starting were offset dy other operelone
becoming idle. K11 of the new operations are on creeks thab
have been mined in previous years.

New operators are: £ and 9 Mining Cowpany, Proapectors, Iac,
Jos Tauter, and Slate Cresk Mining Compazy. The £ and & Minlng
Company, which 1s owned by Andy Sthwaeadall, T, ﬁ;j‘;:kerson, and
Joe Bayless, leased ground on Nascot Creek from Vincent Kanorr,
Mechanical equipment was heulsd by tractor to Mascot Cresk in the
spring of 1954, and the propsrty was mined throughout the asason,

In past years the claims have Yeen mined on a smeller peale by



Viacent Knorr,

Progpectors, Inc is & new company formed by a Falrbanks
group to purchase the ground and equlpment formerly owned by the
Myrtle Creek Mining Company. This season Prospectsrs, Inc
nined one small cut - about 1200 square foet of bedrock - on tke
left—limit bench of Myrtle Creek and drilisd a few holes on ths
loft-limit bench. The company did not work the full peason.

Joe Tauber, a comparative nawcomer to the XKoyukul, staksd
some claims on Myrile Creek on ground formerly owned by Victor
Meck. In 1954 he was sniping about one uile below tre camp
ownsd By Prospsctors, Inc.

The Slate Cresk Miaing Company, which is owned by Pruank
Thaissen and Ed Durand, started mining this year on uppsr Slats
Creek. Thelgsen hac mined on Slate Creak la previouns years
by hand wmethods., At the time of my visit, the owners were having
difficulty reaching Bedrock withy thelr first cut, The bedrock
18 uneven, and, in the cut whers they wers mining, thers appearsd
to be & depression in bedrock lower them the bedrock farther
downstresm, I latar found that they were unables to rsacly ted-
rock in part of tae cut, and they started a new cut f;:thor up~
strean, They ars uping a dulldozer end a sluice~pkate, Tray
hauled their mining equipment from Galena by tractor; the trip
required two years, part of' the time belng used in Building two
airstrips for ths Territory. Now that the heavy eguipment 1s
on the property, they plan to fly each season'sg éupplies to the

Hyrtle Craek fiz=ld from Fairbanks, Althovgh.only the two owners
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were working at the time of my wisii, they planned to hire another
man to tend the sluice box.
%}/Jcperators who were inactive in 1954 after mining in 1953 were
thb Bott brothers and Frank Mlller and sons, who did only asseasge
ment work on thelr claims this year, and Vincoent Xnorr, who leaaad
hig ground to the 4 and & Mining Company. Erllng Nesland was
not mining at hig clairs ol Vermont Creek at the time of my visit,
but it was reported thet he planned to start mininzg in Auguat.

Slace 1916 the Stanich DProihers heve been miaing on Porcupine
Creek. By ground-sluicing in the aummer gnd drift-mining in the
winbter they ars able to work all year. Tho preseit site of thelr
ground-gluicing 1s. atcut orewquarter mile upstirean from thelr
eabln, and the shaft last wsed for driffemining 1s about 100 yards
vpotream from thelr cabin. The ground. is fiye to gix-feet deep
at the groundisluioing cut and 27 feet desp at the shafl, A
deseription of Porcupine Creek and the Stanich orothers' mining
operation is ziven by Reed in a report entitled TH= UPPER KOYUKUX
REGION, ALASKA, 1937, The mathods descrided dy Reed ars still
Veing used for mining. The long underground draln has been ex-
tended each yesr as drift-mining has progressed upsiream, £
large volume of water flows underground in the deep channel heing
mined, amd, 1% 4t wers nov for the 4drain, drift-mining would be
impossivle.

Reed mentions mining on Quaxtz Creek, right-iimit tributary
to Porcupline Crsek, prior to 1937, Zceording to the Staunich

brothers, Erling Nesland tried to mine on this creek since then,
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but he was unadble to find any ground riech enough to mine; from
this, 1t appears that most of the gold came down the main valley
of Porcupine Gresk, Near the site of the ground-sluicing oper=
ations, there ars tailing piles on the left-limit side of the creek
that were left by someone who mined there prior to 189186.

The Stanich bYrothers have a grzenhouse attached to one side of
their cadbin, &nd by removing & window £rom the cadin wall they allow
heat from ths aabln to warm the greemnhouse, This greenhounsse,

& loarge garden that they cultivate eaca summer, and the primitive
methods used for mining make them more nearly self-sufficient than
the other operators in the district. Their manner of living and
thelr cost of mining probably have not been affected greatly dy
the poat-war inflation.

Some placer claims onr the uppsr part of Emma Creek were ascquira
ed during the past two years by Gus Uotilla znd a partner named
MacIntosir, It was reported that they pTan to take in some squip-
méent and start minins next year; however, this winter they have
been trying to interest Prospectors: Inc in mining thelr el ime,

Oliver Chappellls workings on Thompeon Gulch are about two

£ miles from the end of the Nolan Creek road, and he is anxzious to

g9t help from the ALlsska Road Commission to extend the road ¢o

his property. He said that he already has paid the Road Comn-
lasion about $150 for work on the trail and that he has dons about
$400 worth of work on 1t himaelf, Ha has Yeern mining on Thompsoh
Guleh for meveral years and hag taken out about $40,000 in gold;

He said that the Road Commission amployee who did the grader work



on the roads this summer estimated thet about $200 worth of work
would make the road to hig property passable,

Joveral yesers ago, Alamso, Inc mined some sntlmony from velng
on Sl th Creek. The velns, which are exposed in worked—out
placer cutg, eross the lower part ¢ the creek nearly at right
angles to the cresk; they are three or four in number and less
than ona foot wide, Masses of atibnite were removed from the
velna in small opsn-cut pits, whdch were adbout flve or six feet
deep. The atidnite was sacked and hauled to the alrstrip at
Wis-oman. While the mining was in progress, the prics of antimony
deolined, and mughk of the stibnite remalng on the property and on
the alrstrip.

» BilY Christy, = prospector, arrived st Wiseman a few minutoes
before I left, He had VYeen prospecting with a scintillometer
in the vleinlty of Anuktuvuk Pasa and@ the head of John River, But
he gavae no indication that he hsd. found any wortawhile radiocactive
dep'oeitaf. He intended to continue prospecting ir the Brooks
Range.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

Tha pecyla living in Wiseman and vicinit.y are divided into
two groups that oppose each other in most local ia-cues. Thia
gltuation hay existed for several years, and 1t severoly affects
living cordl tions and business transactiionsa in the community.

Sometimes a newcomer finds that he has antzgonized the members of



one group merely by being friendly toward the members of the other.
The mining opgrations of Barry Leonard (exCbumiseloner of the
Koyukuk Precinct) on Archibald Creek and Pinzalo and Ulen on Nolan
Creelc are belng delayed by = pendlng lawsult over water righis.
In’1954 Leonard was indicted by the grand jury of the Fourih
Division for essault wlth a dangsrous weapon after a quarrel with
& prospector who is not s resident of Wiseman; the case has not
vet bdeen tried, Leonard has a small gensral store, but only

the other members of his group care to, or are welconms to, trads
with him, Members of the other group have thelr supplies sent
in by alr from FalrBanks.,

The differences between these two groups lave had asome effect
on work dons by the Alaska Road Commigsion. Ope group 1g snxious
to get all possibdle helpy from the Road Commission, and the other
group objedts to whatever road work 1s done, A& few yoars ago
Leonardts group prepared a petition requesting the Boad Commission
to etop dolng work on the roads and tralls ir the vieinlty.
Officials of the Road Commission held a Hswaring at Wiseman, But
the petitioners falled toc appear.

The work done amnually by the Road Commission includes grading
the roads from Wiseman to Holan Creek and from Wiseman up Hammond
Biver and cutting brush on the trail from: Wiseman to Porcupine
Creek, The roed up Hammond River has besn extended to Vermont
Creek as was recommended in J. &. Williams! resport on operations

in the Xoyukuk district in 1950.
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