
The Fa i rbanks  D i s t r i c t  -. u 6t , 

, 1 

d 
Af te r  the  s x h m s t i o n  of the, bonanza p l a c e r s  which f o r  twenty i 

j 
years had sus t a ined  t h e  Ta i rbanks  mfning community, f i v e  dredging 

l 

ooml>anies acquired ho ld ings  on Goldstroam, Cleary,  Fa i rbanks ,  Nome, I - 

Fish and Chatham Creeks and began a c t i v e  dredging  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
1 

I 

Because o f  -the exhaus t ion  o f  the  bonanzas, i n d i v i d u a l  mining 

by smal.1 ope ra to r s  i s  ~ r a c t i c a l l y  dead, tho a few o u t f i t s  a r e  s t i l l  

working s p o r a d i c a l l y  i n  f a v o r a b l e  l o c a l i t i e s .  Soma o f  t h e  more 

suecessfuP ox w e a l t h i e r  of t h e  o l d  t imer  o p e r n t o r s , a s  Zimmerman on 
i 

Pedro and Sourdough Creelcs and t h e  Martin Creek P8ffning Company on 

Kokomo Creek, a r e  mining o r  p l ann ing  TO mine hydraulic p r o p o s i t i o n s  

which, due t o  h igh  c o s t s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o r  lack o f  c a p i t a l ,  had 

'bean l e f t  by the  o l d  bonanza o p e r a t o r s ,  These o p e r a t i o n s ,  h m e v e r ,  

are f e ~ v  and 1*~113.  no t  employ many men nor  m a t e r i a l l y  rais 'e  t h e  gold 

ou tpu t .  No inc rease  i n  h y d r a u l i c  ope ra t ions  i n  t h e  Fa i rbanks  

3 i s t r i c t  i s  expected. 

The f u t u r e  o f  tlia p l a c e r  mining i n d u s t r y  i n  the Yairbanks 

D i s t r i c t  a t  p r e s e n t  L i e s  i n  dredging,  The success  of d redging ,  

a g a i n ,  i s  e n t i r e l y  dependent on t h e  Alaska E a i l r o a d  and t h e  system 

of p u b l i c  highways r a d i a t i n g  f r o m  Fhirbanks.  These two toge the r  

have c u t  t h e  cos t  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s o  l o w  a s  t o  make ve ry  

att$active t h e  Fa i rbanks  D i s t r i c t  as a dradglng f i e l d ,  Large areas . 

of  low grade  ground can now be dredged a t  a p r o f i t  vlhere they could 

n o t  have been considered b e f o r e  1923,  
I 



'Phe p r o f i t s  i n  d r c d q i n ~  l i e  i n  t ' le  s i d e  pay o r  t h a t  ? a r t  

of t h e  p a y s t r e a k  on a c r e e k  too  l e a n  t o  v o r k  bs hand b u t  r lhich 

v i i m  cheapened t r a n s p o r t ; t t i o n  c a n  be  d redged .  Tho rnuch ground 

f i r s t  worked  by hand has b e e n  and i s  b e i n g  d redged ,  :yet i4; m a ?  be 

s t a t e d  as  inore o r  l e s s  axi omatic  t h a t  hand-mined ground ln'il l n o t  

pa;r t o  d r e d g e  no m a t t e r  how r i c h  o r i g i n a l l y ,  

About  fifteen y e a r s  is  t h e  maximum l i f e  ahead of any 

d r e d g i n g  o p e r a t i o n  m a i n t a i n e ?  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime ,  The P.E. Corn-oany 

w i t h  5 d r e d g e s  on C l e a r 7  and Golds t ream Creeks  have 10 t o  1 5  gears 

o f  d redg ing  ahead .  

The Nome Creek d r e d g e ,  i f  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  has p r o b a b l y  10 

Bearo ahead.  

The Yairbanks Creek D r e d ~ i n g  C O . ,  19 they  d r e d g e  t h a t  c r e e k  t o  3.ts 

conf luence  w i t h  F i s h  Creek,  have p r o b a b l y  10 g e a r s  d i g g i n q  l e f t  

f o r  t h e i r  two d r e d g e s .  

'me " i s h  Creek d redge ,  which h a s  n o t  h e r e t o f a r e  bean s u c c e s s f u l l y  

o p e r a t e d ,  has, if o ~ e r a t i o n s  are  c o n t i n u e d ,  f rom 6 t o  8 y e a r s  

d i g g i n g  d o ~ ~ ~ n  t o  t h e  mouth o f  East Chance Creek,  

Thrt Chatham Creek d redge  m i l l  p robab ly  f i n i s h  d i g g i n g  i n  2 o r  3 

rnor e s e a s o n s ,  

There will p r o b a b l v  be a small d r e d g e  b u i l t  n e x t  s e a s o n  

on '/Jol-f Creek by some of t h e  employees o f  the  F. E. Co., v~liich 

w i l l  bava 13 t o  10 yea r s  d i g g i n g  ahead o f  i t ,  

Of the p o s s i b l e  d redg ing  a r e a s  left i n  t h e  ? a i r b a n k s  

D i s t r i c t ,  E s t e r  Creek  and  v i c i n i t y  s t a n d  o u t  a s  t h e  b e s t .  Th is  

w i l l  be a two-dredge p ropof i i t ion  comparable  w i t h  t h e  m*E,  Obi?lpany 

o p r a t i o n s  en  Chary CPeek. If t h e  P. 2, Company does n o t  t ake  up 

t h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  and  ex tend  the  Davidson D i t c h  t o  E s t e r  Creak,  

t h e  o p e r u t i r g  company v6P1 p r o b a b l y  have t o  pump water  f r o m  the 



Tanana E i v e r  (elhena s l o u g h )  , or 'oui ld a. d i t c h  from t h e  Chena 

R ive r .  Any method. on T s t e r  Creek whereby l c c a l  c a t e r  i s  t o  be 

u s e 6  o r  t h e  ground l;o be  i ~ a n d l e d  on a s m a l l  s c a l e ,  n o u l a  probab1.g 

l e a d  t o  f a i l u r e  and  shou ld  be d i scouraged .  There i s  ~ r o b a b l ! ~  1 0  t o  

15 y e a r s  d r e d g i n g  for 2 d r e d g e s  on S s t e r  Creek. 

Engineer  Creek i s  a p o t e n t i a l  a r e a  f o r  one l a r g e  dredge.  The 

muck o v e r b u t l e n  i s  h e r e  v a r y  deep  (100 ft. ) and  would r e q u i r e  XXI 

e x t e n s i v e  h y d r a u l i c k i n g  f o r  its removal ,  The p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  n o t  
large 

enough t o  w a r r a n t  ' the i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a pumping p l a n t  t o  
-- 

l i f t  water 500 P t ,  over t h e  d i v i d e  from t h e  Chena E i v c r ,  As -I t h e  

ground. i s  owned by t h e  Whi twor th  i n t e r e s t s  ( 'Nhi tvor th  F inance  

C o r p o r a t i o n  of 'l~ondon, England)  ard a s  t h e  only  o t h e r  a v a i l a b l e  water  

i s  from t h e  Davidson d i t c h  of t h e  F. F, Comnany (who are t h e  l o g i c a l  

p e o p l e  t o  work t h e  g r o u n d ) ,  i t  may be some t ime be fo r e  a d r edge  i s  

b u i l t .  The l i f e  of t h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  f r o m  1 0  t o  1 5  y e a r s  f o r  a  

l a r g e  dredge. 

Upper Clea ry  Creek above t h e  mouth of Chatham Creek 

r e p r e s e n t s  an a r e a  of d r e d g e a b l e  ground whiih !?rill t a k e  from six t o  

eight y e a r s  t o  mark viith a small dredge.  A f t e r  t h e  Chatham dredge 

is t h r u  vi t h  Chatham Creek, it may be moved t o  this s e c t i o n  of  

C l e a r g  Creek t h o  i n  my oninion t h i s  dredge is t o o  light f o r  such 

gr ound , 

Both  upper E ldorado  Creek and Upper Dome Creak cont,aZn 

a r e a s  which may be d r e d g e d ,  Ran aver  t h e s e  a reas  have much over-  

burden  which can  only  be removed by t h e  wa te r  from t h e  Davidson 

d i t c h ,  The F ,  E. Corngang i s  t h e  l o g i c a l  o p e r a t o r  on b o t h  t h e s e  

c r e e k s .  There is  a b o u t  10 yea r s .  work on t h e s e  areas f o r  2 small 

d r e d g e s ,  

F i s h  Creek from i t s  con f luence  cl i th L a s t  C,hance Creek t o  



nea r  its mouth, i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  d r edg ing  a r e a  as ? e t   undeveloped i n  

t h e  ? a i r b a n k s  D i s t r i c t .  'Chis a r e a  w i l l  p r o b u b l : ~  n o t  he as  l a r g e  as 

annea r s  on t h e  map as  t h e  known dredg ing  s e c t i o n  belorl t h e  mouth o f  

Fa i rbanks  Creek i s  r a t h e r  t larrov,  '!he n a g ,  so Par as k n o ~ ~ n ,  i s  

poo re r  t h a n  on the o t h e r  c r eeks  now b e i n g  drcF.ged, 'sowever 110 ex- 

t e n s i v e  d i t c h  sys tem need be b u i l t  as q i s h  Creek and i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s  

c a r r y  enough l o c d  ??later f o r  s t r i p p i n g  purnos es, Only c a r e f u l  

d r i l l i n g  and s c i e n t i f i c  management s u c h  as c a r r i e d  o u t  by t h e  

T ,  E. Company would show t h e  t r u e  v a l u e s  of  t h i s  a r e a .  p i s h  Creek 

w i l l  p robab ly  n o t  be touched u n t i l  t h e  o t h e r  c r e e k s  a r c  n e a r l y  

dredged ou t .  There would b e  abou t  1 5  years work i n  t h i s  z r e a  f o r  

2 l a r g e  d r edges ,  

Batproen L i  t t l e  Queenie  and Sheep Creeks  on Golcl.strearn 

Creak'is a n o t ; b r  l a r g e  a r e a  of p o s s i b l e  d r edg ing  ground.. Only 

c a r e f u l  d r i l l i n g  w i l l  prove! t h e  p o t e n t i a l i t y  o f  t h i s  a rea ,  The 

I. Y. Company i s  t h e  l o g i c a l  o p e r a t o r  h e r e  a s  t h e  ground cou ld  'be 

s t r i p p e d  from an ex t ens ion  of  t h e  Davidson d i t c h .  Yoaever,  s o  

l i t t l e  i s  known a b o u t  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  i t  i s  ha rd  t o  sag how much, 

if ang of i t ,  h a s  d r edg ing  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  I t f a  m a x i m  e x t e n t  i s  

g r e a t e r  than  that p a r t  of Goldstream now be ing  dredged, 

I3ig Eldorado  and Upper Smallmood Creaks  a l s o  ho ld  

p o s s i b l e  d r e d g i n g  areas ,  

Sou th  of Fa i rbanks ,  Car ibou Creek on t h e  Salcha  Z i v e r  

should  be d r i l l e d  f o r  a p o s s i b l e  d r e d g i n g  a r e a ,  The overburaen 

he re  c o u l d  be s t r i p p e d  b.17 l o c a l  water from Car ibou  Creelr w i t h o u t  

any e x t e n s i v e  d i t c h  l i n e s .  Grea t  d i f f i c u l t y  however ~ ~ o u l t t  be ex- 

pe r i enced  i n  t r a n s n o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l  and s u p p l i e s  t o  t h i s  c reek .  

There would be t a n  ysars  work on t h e  c r e e k  f o r  a small d r edge .  

Tender foo t  Creek  sou th  o f  R ichardson  shou ld  a l s o  be i n -  



v e s t i g a t e d  f o r  a p o s s i b l e  d r e d g i n g  a r e a  tho t h e  probl.em of ob t a in -  

i n g  w a t e r  f o r  s t r i p p i n g  this c r e e k  i s  very  g r e a t  and shou ld  be  

c a r e f u l l ~ r  looked i n t o  b e f a r e  d r i l l i n g  onerati ons a r e  s t a r t e d ,  

Dur ing  the n e x t  f i v e  :years vie m a g  l ook  -for  a n  i n c r e a s e  of 

from t h r e e  t o  f i v e  d r edges  i n  the ?a i rbanks  I l i s t r i c t .  About twenty 

g e a r s  shou ld  s e e  t h e  end o f  mining i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  i f  no new 

methods a r e  dveloped,  

A t  p r e s e n t  t h e  hope f o r  a g e n e r a l  r e v i v a l  o f  mining i s  

c e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  p e r f e c t i n g  o f  urd erground h y d r a u l i c k i n g ,  S l t h o  

t h i s  method i s  theore t i ca1 l : r  p h s s i b l e ,  :let so far  no p r a c t i c a l  and 

economic procedure  ha s  bean  worked out .  Another  s ea son  o f  

exper iment ing,hmrever ,  may s e e  i t s  p e r f e c t i o n .  

Underground h y d r a u l i c k i n g  w o t ~ l d  onen up a v a s t  a r e a  of 

ground on Vau l t ,  Dome and Eldorado  Creeks and t h e  Cha tan ika  F l a t s ,  

besades L w e r  SrnalLw~od Creek,  S t e e l  Creek,. Tender foo t  Creek and 

many o t h e r  c r eeks  known t o  have v a l u e s  and yet which a r c  n o t  m i t e  

r i c h  enou* t o  pay by t h e  o l d  hand methods and a r e  t o o  deep f o r  

d r e d g i n g ,  The :Importance o f  t h i s  method i f  it c a n 0 e  worked o u t ,  

c anno t  be too  g r e a t l y  emphasized.  I t  would mean t h e  r e v i v a l  of 

mining f o r  a t l e a s t  t h e  l i f e  of t h i s  g s n e r a t i o n , i f  n o t  i n d e f i n i t e l y ,  

i n  t h e  ?a i rbanks  D i s t r i c t ,  where t h e r e  a r e  g r e a t  a r e a s  of  

low-grade ground. 

F o r t y m i l a  D i s t r i c t  

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime  most o f  the  mining i n  t h e  Fo r tymi l a  

D i s t r j - c t  is conf ined t o  small k y d r a u l i c k  p l a n t s  on Jack  :Tad0 Crcek, 

\VaXkerts ?ark, Chicken Creek ,  Napoleon Creek., Lcs t Chicken Creek 

and Dome Craek. B e s i a e s  t h e a e  a few small onen c u t  o u t f i t s  a r e  

r u n n i n g  i.n t h e  summer on S r a n k l i n  Creek, T i ~ g l e  Creek,  Chicken 



Creek,  -71at Creek <ma :;?ln::on S rcek .  A l s o  i n  7, he I?!-in'ter t ime 14.l e r e  

i s  a l i t t l e  underground vlork on Jack ''lade Creek,  ' 7 l i l k e r ' ~  -oi?k, 

!laiden %r on tk-e T1ort;nnilc I ' iver  and Tngle  :;reek and T i l l i r ~ i g  *?reek.  

l a r g e s t  0ul;fj.l; is on ' 7 ~ ~ l k e r ' s  "'orlr T - l l ~  r:? Y-T. ?. !:ovden s t r ins  his 

ground ll!ith h p d r a u l i c  g i a n t s ,  then  u s e s  n drag l in t?  excava to r  t o  p u t  

t h e  d i r t  i n  t h e  boxes .  He employs a b o u t  2.0 men, 

The h i g h  c o s t  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  'cE-Le F o r t i ~ m i l e  T j i s t r i c t  h a s  

d e l a y e d  mining development .  A l l  t h e  bonanza ground has been vorkad 

o u t  y e a r s  ago and, w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of one o r  trio 1:gdrnulic 

o u t f i t s ,  g e s e n t  mining  is c a r r i e d  on a t  s o  ilarrovl a na rg i i l  of 

p ro f i l ;  L b , t  most  Q?-' t h e  miners  a re  l c a ~ r i  ng t h e  d i s  t - r i c t  f o r  "airbanks 

o r  some o t h e r  f i e l d  v~here: the:? c m  g e t  s t e a d y  emplo:,~mcn-l;, If 

p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  c o i i t i n u e , f i v e  y e a r s  should s e e  t h e  end of mining 

and h y d r a u l i c k i n g  by s m a l l  o v e r n t o r s  in t h e  F o r t y m i l e  I l i s t r i c t .  

On t ihe Seven tymi le  R iver  a t  crooked Creek,  O t t e n s c h e e l e ,  

Trol.ic and Xrumer employ a b o u t  20 men i n  a h y d r a u l i c  p r o - p o s i t i o n ,  

On 2ock Creek t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  small h y d r a u l i c  p r o p o s i t i o n  employ- 

i n g  2 men, On A lde r  Creek i s  a small onen-cu.t mine, employing 

abou t  6 men. On Americm Creek n e a r  E a g l e  is a sml l  open c u t  

mine employing a b o u t  5 men. 

There seems t o  b e no p o s s i b l e  chamc: f o r  more mines o f  t h i s  

s m ~ : L l  c h a r a c t e r  t o  b e  onsned up i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s o r t m i l e !  

D i s ' t r i c ! t .  The n e x t  f i v e  yee r s  s h o u l d  aee the end of mining on 

American Creek and  t h e  Seventymile R i v e r  a l m  , 

The f u t u r e  of  t h e  mining i n d u s t r y  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  l i e s  

i n  d redg ing .  On Chicken Creek, if ? r e s e n t  i n d i c a t e d  v a l u e s  h o l d  

up, t h e r e  is enough ground t o  keep a small b o a t  dSgging f o r  t e n  

gears .  On J a c k  Wade Creek,  i f  a f t e r  p r o p e r  d r i l l i n g  enough  dues 

a re  sho~vn,  t h e r e  i s  enough ground t o  Beep a small b o a t  d i g g i n g  
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f o r  f i f t e e n  yeare ,  I t  i s  said t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many mi lea  of  thw '"a 
South Fork of  t h e  For tymi le  River  which a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  &red 4448 i n  

ground and would keep t h ree  o r  four b o a t s  d igg ing  f o r  t e n  t o  f i f  

y e a r s  i f ,  a f t e r  thoro  d r i l l i n g ,  proper  values a r e  shown, 
e 

The occurence o f  c o a l  on Chicken Creek should s i m p l i f y  the  

p roduc t ion  of p m o r  and reduce i t s  c o s t ,  A c e n t r a l  pmer p l a n t  

located he re  could d i s t r i b u t e  e l e c t r i c  power a l l  over the For tymi le  

D i s t r i c t .  It has been demonstra ted i n  t h e  p a s t  year by t h e  use of 

tractors t h a t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ra tea  from t h e  m a t h  of t h e  P o r t p i l e  

B i v e r  can be o a t  i n  h a l f .  It might  be p o s s i b l e  t o  p u t  a good road 

i n  t o  t h e  For tymile  Country from the  Yukon River  on t h e  American s ide  

o f  t h e  b o u d a r y  which would reduce t h e s e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  rates s t  ill 

more. If t h e  a r i l l i n g ,  which i s  now being done by Frank RnowZes, 

T r u s t e e ,  and o t h e r  p a r t i e s  i n  the  For tymi le ,  shows dredging va lues ,  

wo may look  f o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  dredges  t o  be b u i l t  i n  this d i s t r i c t  

i n  t h e  next f i v e  t o  t e n  y e a r s .  

CIRCLE D I S T R I C T  

The buildir ig o f  t h e  S t e e s e  I3ighway has g r e a t l y  s t imu la t ed  

p r o s p e c t i n g  i n  t h e  Circle D i s t r i c t .  The old  i n d i v i d u a l  bonanza mining 

has long  s i n c e  been d i scon t inued  and f u t u r e  work must l i e  i n  large 

8ua le  hydrau l i c  and d redg ing  o p e r a t i o n s ,  The p r e s e n t  l b s t o d o n  Creek 

dredge i.s t o  be moved t o  Deadwood Creek, If t h i s  last c r e e k  i s  a l l  

dredged,  tb.ere i s  about 15 y e a r s  work on it f o r  t h i s  dredge,  There 

i s  also a hydraul ic  p r o p o s i t i o n  on the verge o f  being opened up on 

Deadwood Creek. 

On Upper B i r c h  Creek t h e r e  has bsen a mining oompany 

spo r r~d ic t a l l y  d r i l l i n g  f o r  t h e  l e a t  3 o r  4 years with the idea of 

e v e n t u a l l y  dredging t h i s  c r eek ,  If values a r e  as hoped fo? ,  t he re  



is digging f o r  t h r e e  dredges on t h i s  a rea  f o r  about  1 5  y e a r s .  

The l e f t  l i m i t  benches o f  t h e  n o r t h  Pork o f  Twelvemile Creek a r e  being 

investigated f o r  hydrau l ick ing .  T f  f a v o r a b l e ,  t h e r e  is enough yard-  

age here t o  last abou t  10 years with  the  ava i lab le  n a t e r  sup?ly,  

For  several y e a r s  Coal Creek has been under investigation as a dredg- 

ing area.lhou@sgparehtly favoxable r e s u l t s  were ob ta ined ,  yet t h e r e  

always seems some o b s t a c l e  i n  the  wag o f  g e t t i n g  a c t i v e  work s t a r t e d ,  

This i s  a l a r g e  area and would probably prov ide  dredging for 2 boat s  

f o r  a t l e a s t  10 y e a r s .  

TOLOVABA D I S T R I C T  

D r i f t  mining an Livengood Creek and i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s  fa a t  

a very l o w  ebb. About 2 o r  3 more y e a r s  w i l l  see t he  end o f  t h i s  kind 

o f  mining ope ra t ion .  Hydraulick operations on L i l l i a n  and Ruth 

Creeks cannot l a s t  o v e r  2 o r  3 years. On Gertrude Creek a t  t h e  

p r e s e n t  rate o f  p r o g r e s s ,  t he re  i s  probablg 5 t o  8 years  work l e f t .  

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  r a t e  o f  p rog re s s  hydrau l i ck ing  on Olive Creek v i l l  l a s t  

another 10  t o  1 5  y e a r s .  Amy Creek and ~ i n e n ~ o o d  Creek a r e  2 a r e a s  

of p o t e n t i a l  hyd rau l i ck ing  ground which undoubtedly m i l l  be 

developed i n  the  future.  

Loner L i ~ e n g o o d  Creek f m m  nea r  t h e  mouth o f  Myrt le  Creek t o  

the mouth o f  Amy Creek r e p r e s e n t s  a p o t e n t i e l  d redging  area lllhich 

would give a l a r g e - s i z e d  boa t  a b o u t , l O  gears digging. The ground would  

have t o  b e  oarefullg i n v e s t i g a t e d  r e g a r d i n g  the b r ing ing  o f  wa te r  

through a tunne l  from Goldstrean Creek st t h e  month of Alabam Creek. 

From a l i t t l e  below t h e  mouth o f  Olive Creek t o  V i lbu r  

Creek on the  Tolovana River is a  p o t e n t i a l  area o f  dredging ground 

which, if some scheme can be worked o u t  for a w a t e r  supply and if 

dril:Ling r e s u l t s  show high e n ~ u g h  v a l u e s ,  w i l l  gfve a t l e a s t  15 years 

digging  t o  2 l a r g e  dredgea. 



A 1 1  f u t u r e  dovelopment i n  the "lovana D l s  t r i c t  i s  

dependent on a road conneot ing  it t o  the  r e 3 r a a d  bg way o f  Olnes. 

Preaenl; t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m o s  ts are so  high t h a t  no one c a n  a f ford  t o  

e t a r t  l a r g e  ope ra t ions  i n  the  d b  t r i c t ,  With t h e  p o s s i b l e  exoept ion 

of  the  For tymi le  Clo,mtry, the  Tolovana oomt ry  a p p a r s  t o  be t h e  mxt  

area of large soale  o p e r a t i ~ n  whic h w i l l  come i n t o  p roduc t ion  i n  the  

o e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  Alaska,  

HOT SPRINGS-RAMPART DL STRTCT 

The American Creek dredge has been EL l e  f o r  some t ime b u t  

i s  expected to  resume o p e r a t i o n s  i n  the  s e a m n  of  1931. There is 

a b o u t  10 y e a r s  work ahead o f  t h i s  dredge. 

The ground on S u l l i v a n  Creek which fo rmer ly  belonged t o  the 

Alaska  Gold Dredging Company was taken or er by T i l l P t s o n  and 

LaHeursux,who are at tesnpt ing t o  hyd rau l i c  it. A t  t h e  present r a t e  of 

p r o g r e s s  i f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i s  p r o f i t a b l e ,  t h e r e  i s  20 years work aheat3 

o f  this o u t f i t .  

On Woodchopper Creek, Bock and Hans= $ ';faE$2b,"eRe&s years  a n  
d r i f t i n g  ahead o f  them, Farmer and Jones be tween ~ u e e k a / a n d  TuPtaker 

a t  Glen Gulch have probably 5 y e a r s  hydrau l i ck ing  ahead o f  them. 

. Frank- u l d  Compny  h a r e  probably 10 y e a r s  work h+ r a u l i c k i n g  on 
> 

Pioneer  Creek, There i s  p r ~ b a b l y  5 y e a r s  hydrau l i ck ing  l e f t  on 

Omega Creek, 

I n  t h e  Hot Spr ings  D i s t r i c t  there is a p a  s i b i l i t g  f o r  s 

large dredging o p e r a t i o n  on the  Baker Creek flats. If with c a r e f u l  

B r i l l i n g  t h i s  ground should shorn va lues  t h e r e  is about  15 yea r s  work 

f o r  2 or 3 dredges. 
mall 

I n  t h e  Rampart S e c t i o n  there a r e  s t i  11 a i e ~ / ~ r o u n d  
' in 

s l u i o i n g  and s h o v e l l i n d  o p e r a t i o n s  going on b u t  i t  w i l l  only be a 

q u e s t i o n  o f  a yea r  o r  Lwo b e f o r e  t hey  are worked ou t .  On L i t t l e  
'" . 
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Minook 3 men are prospec t ing  f o r  a h y d r a u l i o  p o p o s i t i o n  on t h e  Duncan 

ground. There i s  probably 5 y e a r s  work b r e  WL t h  a medium-sized 

hydrau l i c  o u t f i t .  On Big IXinaok from a lit th above the  mouth of 

L i t t l e  Idinook t o  the  Yukon t h e r e  is a poss ib l e  dredging p r o p o s i t i o n .  

If this ground i s  thoroughly drilled and shows va lues ,  t h e r e  i s  about  

10 gears work h e r e  f o r  a medium-sized dredge.  

EOBUK DISTRICT 

At p r e s e n t  mining in t h e  Kobnk Djs trl c t  is confined t o  

shovel ing-In  a d  small hydrau l i c  o p e r a t i o n s  on Lynx Creek, C a l i f o r n i a  

Creek, Dahl Creek, Aggie Creek, E l e r y  Creek and Cen t ra l  Creek. The 

N.W. Alaska Nines  i n  t h e  snmmer of 1930 s t a r t e d  hydrau l ic  o p e r a t i o n s  

on t h e  Shungnak River below t h e  Canyon. Bulm t h i s   gain c l e a r  t o  t h e  

mouth o f  t h e  Shungnak i s  a p o t e n t i a l  d redging  area which they a r e  at 

t h e  present; time i n v e s t i g a t i n g .  So far t h e  h p l r a u l i c  o p e r a t i o n s  have 

proved ve ry  s u c c e s s f u l ,  What d r i l l i n g  result s have been ob ta ined  

have been very enoouraging and it 18 very l i k e l y  t h a t  2 o r  3 and 

posa1bPy 4 ,  l a r g e  a redges  w i l l  be i n s t a l l e d  on the  l m e r  p a r t  of t h i s  
e 

river in the next 3 yea r s .  This  a r e a  should contain 15 t o  20 y e a r s  

dredging.  

So l i t t l e  i s  known o f  t h e  Kobuk D i s t r i c t  t h a t  i t  is hard t a  

t e l l  what o the r  p o t e n t i a l  dredging a r e a s  mag be developed. Hmever  

the  f u t u r e  o f  the d i s t r i c t  lies i n  l a r g e  scale  dredging. Although 

f r e i g h t  r a t e s  are  f a i r l y  cheap, still t h e  season o f  f r e i g h t i n g  is s o  

uhort  t h a t  ~ t u p p l i e s  w i l l  have t o  b e  sh ipped  i n  fo r  any o p e r a t i o n  a 

yeas ahead o f  t ime.  The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  men and o f  p e r i s h a b l e s  

ctan b.e aocomplished from Fairbanks by ae rop lane .  I t  is planned t o  

have commnnication w i t h  Fairbanks by r a d i o  phone. A l toge the r  %he 

Rob& D i s t r i c t  i s  s~ very  f avo rab le  a s  far  as t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  

are concerned i f  p r o p e r l y  planned for l a r g e  dredging o p e m t i o n o s ,  It 

~ h o u l d  be more thoroughly, i n v e s t i g a t e d  w i t h  th8m i n  view. 

/O 



SEWAZD' ?EI?INSUI'A' ' ' 

Mining on Seaard Pen insu la  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  conf ined  at presen t  

t o  hydrau l ick ing  and dredging .  Both a re  g r e a t l y  on t h e  wane. *She 

main dradging o u t f i t ,  t he  Hammond Consol idated Gold F i e l d s ,  on the  

tundra back of liome , w i l l  be through i n  7 o r  8 y e a r s  i t  t h e i r  p r e sen t  

p l a n s  hold  out .  Besides t h e  1 2  dredges o p e r a t i n g ,  one small dredge 

has j u s t  been s t a r t e a  on Sprnoe Creek, There should be about 10 y e a r s  

d i g g i n g  ahead o f  this boat, It om be w e l l  s a i d  t k t  without  any new 

developments, t h e  p r e s e n t  p r o p e r t i e s  now being worked on Seward 

Peninsula m i l l  be f i n i s h e d  i n  t h e  nex t  10 y e a r s .  
much under ~resent 

The p o s s i b i l i t y  of/new ground be ing  opened up 
o o n d i t i o n s  
&f~%2Sk i s  remote as the Bangor Dredging Company aith a 2& cu. f o o t  

bucket dredge has been looking f o r  new ground f o r  the  l a e t  two years.  

There ds a p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  a 'small company t o  p l a c e  a 

areage on HuTaholt Creek. One o r  two  dredges might b e  operated on t h e  

middle par t  QP t h e  Immachuck R ive r .  However, b 0 t h  of these proposi-  

1; ions would r e q u i r e  c a r e fu l  d r i l l i n g  and c o n s a  e r a t i o n  and would not 

make l a r g e  ope ra t ions .  

In case the Eammonci people took wcr that part of the  t h i r d  

beach l i n e  extending eastward from Holyoke Creek, the l i f e  of t h e i r  

dredging o ~ e r a t i o n s  i n  Seward Peninsu la  would b e  mare than doubled. 

Hmevsr this  i s  n o t  w i t h i n  t h e i r  present  p b n a .  If t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

were cheapened by t h e  ex t ene ion  of  the t r m - l i n e  to  Taylor  Creek, 

parts of the lower Kougarok River would probs'bly be dredged. 

Two dredges could be operated here .  1% i~ d o u b t f u l  whether  Henry 

Creek i n  t he  Kougarok I)& t r i c t  m i l l  prove a dredging  p r o p o s i t i o n  

a l t h o u g h  l.t has been p a r t i a l l y  d r i l l e d  f o r  t b t  purpose.  The lower 

part  of I ron  Creek i n  t h e  Kougarok might p o s s i b l y  hold a small 

areaging p r o p o s i t i o n  also. 



Outside of the  zbove, it I s  doub t fu l  ly*hether any o t h e r  creeks 

on Seward Peninsula  w i l l  be opened up for dredging.  A l l  h ~ d r a n l i c  

propos i t ions  t h a t  were capable o f  b e i n g  worked under present  cond i t ion  

of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and c o e t s  have been deve loped .  Unless some new 

and cheaper method of  mining p lace r  ground cor?,es i n ,  as before  s a i d ,  

10 years  ill probably see the  end o f  ~ l a c e r  mining i n  Seward Peninsula .  

MBRSHtlLL DISTRIC !I? 

Placer mining i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  ended i n  the  Marahall  D i s  triot. 

From information a v a i l a b l e  the re  is some h y d r a u l i c  mining i n  a -part o f  

this d i s t r i c t  ( ~ t u y o h o k  River) going on but it cannot las t  f a r  mm e 

than 4 or 5 years .  

TULUIISAK-GOODIaEWS BAY DISTRICT 

Dredging o n  Bear Creek was df scont  inned on 1930 b u t  w i l l  be 

resumed in 1931. There ia a l a r g e  area o f  low-grade ground below 

Bear Creek on t h e  Taluksak which wlll pay t o  d redge  i f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

o o ~ t s  a r e  slightly reduced, If a method o f  dredging t h i s  ground i a  

devised,  t h e r e  i s  20 years  work ahead o f  t h e  Bear Creek dredge 

(fl,Y,-~laska Dredging Co. ) 
t h e r e  i s  

On Marvel. Creek, t r i b u t a r g  of t h e  Aniak ~ i v e r , / a  small  

hydraul ic  p l a n t ,  which a t  tke  p resen t  s c a l e  of operat ion,  has about 

20 yea r s  work ahead. Thi s  creek a ppears very f a v o r a b l e  for dredging 

and t h e r e  has been some talk o f  drilling it with t h a t  i n  mind. If it 

~ h o u l d  prove up, t hese  is about 1 0  years work f o r  a small boat  on 

the oreeke 

On the Arolio River  t h e r e  is said t o  be ground which might 

prove a f t e r  p rope r  d r i l l i n g  t o  b e  dredgeable .  If t h i s  ground i s  n o t  

proven, t h e r e  cannot be over 5 yea r s  WO& left i n  the  o the r  p l s c e r  

mines o f  t h e  Goodnsws Bay Sect ion,  

THE RUBY DISTRICT 
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A t  p r e sen t  mining i n  the  Ruby Poorman D i s t r i c t  is confined 

r i t h  few exoeptiona t o  d r i f t  mining. This d i s t r i c t  i s  noted f o r  t he  

"8pot tedW c h a r a c t e r  o f  i t s  pays t r eaks .  I n  the  f u t u r e  small of 

pay may be found on c r e e k s  n o t  a t  p r e s e n t  p rospec ted .  Hoarever, wi th  

t h e  passing o f  t h e  b l d  t ime  p r o s p e c t o r  t h e  chances f o r  new f inds  grow 
P 

fewer every gear;. 

The completion o f  the government r a r d  t o  Poorman, w i l l  

r educe  t h e  cos t  o f  s u p p l i e s  t o  that csmp. This reduced c o s t  may 

cheaoen mining enmgh t o  a l l o w  some o p e r a t a s  t o  work l o n e r  grade 

ground than  he re to fo re ,  and the reby  prolong for t h r ee  o r  f o u r  yeera  the  

l i f e  of t h e  comuniby,  

Upper Long Creek and Upper Poorman Creek may w i t h  c a r e f u l  

drilling develop i n t o  dredging  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  provided some w a y  c a n  be 

worked out t o  d e l i ~ e r  water  t o  them a t  a f a i r l y  reasonable cm t. 

D r i l l i n g  may a l s o  reveal o t h e r  a redging  ground on l i t t l e  p respec ted  

oreeks between Poorman and Ruby, 

Outside o f  t h e  above s l i g h t  dredging pas s i b i l i t i e s  , t h e  

mining l i f e  of the  Ruby-Poorman D i s t r i c t  i s  probably n o t  over 5 y e a r s *  

o r  a t  the v e g y  most 10 yea r s .  

TEE GOLD HILL D I S T R I C T  

T h e  mining i n  the Gold H i l l  d i s t r i c t  i s  g r a c t i c a l l y  confined 

t o  prospeot ing  Mason. Gran t ,  Moran and P o r e r a i n  Creeks. Grunt Creek 

is  being a c t i v e l y  p rospec t ed  f o r  a hydrau l ic  mine and a t  p r e s e n t  I s  

the m o s t  promising 7art of  t h e  dis t r i c t .  If it develops.  there l a  

stleast 10 years hydrau l i ck ing  on the  creek,  

C?UlSDALAR D I  STRICT 

P l a c e r  mining i n  t h e  Chandalar D l a  t r i c  t 3.6 p r a c t i c a l -  

f i n i s h e d .  

N:tcholson i n t e n d s  t o  do some hydrau l ick ing  on upper Big 
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Creek j u s t  above t he  mouth of  S t ,  l f a ry r s  Gulch i n  t h e  s m e E  of 1931. 

Manuel Mella may d r i f t m i n e  out some p i l l a r a  i n  the win te r  of 1931- 

1832  on L i t t l e  S q u a w  Creek. i& A l i t t l e  prospect ing is also being 

done on Tobin  and Dic ta to r  Creeks. There m y b e  a  chance of d r i f t -  

mining ground being found on Tobin  Creek and l m e r  Big Creek. If t h e s  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  do n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e ,  2 years w i l l  probably see  t h e  e n t i r e  

abandonment of the Chandalar D i s t r i o t ,  

KOYUKUK DI STRI C!P 

P l a c e r  mining in t he  Koyukuk D u t r i c t  is a t  present  a t  a 

Very low ebb, With the  exception o f  t h e  Wild River sec t ion ,  two 

yea r s  should end a l l  present-dey c  rude placer mining opera t ions .  On 

T i l a  River a. few men working s i n g l : ~  or  i n  p a i r s  mag do a l i t t l e  

. shovel l ing- in  f o r  2 o r  3 more years .  With cheapened t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

and c a p i t o l ,  it  mag be poss ib le  t o  hydraulic molan Creek, 'Lwelvemile 

Creek, $1-ate Creek, an4 parts o f  lower Ramond River. With the 

exaent ion of Bolan Creek a n d  Elammoldt River ,  eaoh o f  t h e s e  c reeks  i e l  a 

sepa ra te  p r o j e c t .  A 1 1  m u l d  r e q u i r e  o a r e f u l  inves t iga t ion  t o  

determine if each p r o j e c t  w o a d  jus t i f y  the renuired expenditure f o ~  

d i tohes  and equipment. Bowever, it may b e  som time before t r a n s -  

p g r t a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  cheapened by a road f r o m  t h e  Yuk~on River.  So we 

mayx l o o k  ahmd. for many years  dur ing  which time t h e  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  be 

pr t lo t i ca l ly  abandoned f r o m  a p lace r  mining s t m  dpoint except f o r  a 

few prospeo tor  a, mt i l  traneporta=tion f a c i l i t i e  s and c a p i t a l  are 

a v a i l a b l e .  

IDITOROD D I S T R I C T  

The t w o  dredges i n  the I d i t o r o d  District d i d  n o t  have a 

very suoces%ul season. Thgre is probably about 10 years digging  ahead 

of ' these dredges if the  values i n  t h e  ground p e r s i s t  high enough t o  

y i e l d  a prof it. There is no d r i f t  mining i n  t h e  tt fs t r i c t .  Hydraulic 



and ground sluicing o o e r a t i o m  w ill. probably  a l l  be f i n i s h e d  i n ' a b o n t  

5 pea r s  o r  l e s s ,  There is probably no hope o f  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  af any 

s i z e  be ing  developed in  this d b  t r i c t ,  

THE I N N  0x0-UPPZ? KUSICOkWIM D I S T R I C T  

P b  c e r  mining in 3he Innoko D5s t r f  c t  c o n s i s t s  a t  p r e s e n t  of 

d redging  and. hydrau l i ck ing  wi th  a few mecharllc a 1  s c r a p e r  ope ra t ions  

and a n  o o c a e i o m l  i n d i v i d u a l  shove l l ing- in ,  The two dredges on Ganes 

Creek may be o c c a s i o n a l l y  run  i n  f a v o r a b l e  s easons  f o r  t h e  next  5 

yea r s .  On Yankee Creek,  t h e  Flume Dredge Company is p r e c t f c e l l y  

through. However i f  lower Yankee Creek i s  dredged ,  the  l i f e  o f  this 

o p  r a t i o n  may be extended ano the r  t e n  years .  The dredge on L i t t l e  

Creek 8 hould  f i n i s h  9 t h e  whole c reek  is dredged,  i n  the  nex t  five 

yea r s .  None o f  t h e  mechanical s sraper o p e r a t i o n s  nor  hydrau l i ck ing  

ope ra t ions  i n  the Cripple Bect ion should lest over  f i v e  y e a m  a t  the 

mos t .  In t h e  l i x o n  F ~ r k  s e c t i o n  p l a c e r  mining i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  Piniahed 

dZxeept f o r  occasional sniping and p r o s p e c t i n g ,  f i v e  years should see 

t h e  end. of mining i n  t h e  Innoko D i s t r i c t ,  men i f  Lovler Yankee Creek 

i~1 dredged and the  p e r f e c t i n g  of undergrowil hyd rau l i ck ing  a l l ows  t h e  

working ~f t he  deeper  p a r t s  o f  Candle Creek and o f  Ophir Creek,  t h e  

above limit can only be extended t o  ten y e a r s .  

KANTISHNA DY STRICT 

P l a c e r  mining i n  the  K m t i s h n a  D i s t r i c t  is p r a c t i c a l l y  a t  an 

end. There may be a chance f ~ r  dredging o p e r a t i o n s  on one creek.  

Hcnever, t h i s  had been partially d r i l l e d  w i t h  rather u n w t i s f a c t o r y  
values 

r e s u l t s  so nnless f u t u r e  d r i l l i n g  shows up b e t t e r  t h i s  

d i s t r i c t  i s  dead from a p l a c e r  mining s t a n d p o i n t .  

BOIQ7IFIELB DESSKICT 

There are a few hydrau l i c  o p e r a t i o n s  s t i l l  being conducted 

i n  t h e  B o m i f i e l d  D i s t r i c t .  'i'here i s  a dreag ing  p o a s i b i l i t g  which 



may show up th rough carefwl drilling on a t r i b u t a r ~  o f  t he  L i t t l e  

Del ta  River and also another  on the  To$atlanika R W e r .  On the  whole 

t h e  fu ture  of the B o n n i f i e l d  District i s  not  v e r y  b r i g h t  and it may 

be t h a t  t h e  next four or  f i v e  years will see t h e  end o f  p lace r  mining 

i n  this district. 


