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TIN SHELTIR CLOSING

Presumably because of the present over-supply of tin in the United States
stockpile, i% has beer announced that the Government tin smelter ab Texas City will
probably be closed lster this year. This will be a blow to Alaska's tin producers,
who will then have to ship their tin concentrates to smelters at Singapore or Tngland.

YUKON ACTIVITY

"A broad program including extersive drilling and other exploration is
being lined up by the Capalask Nickel Ilines to test its several large claim groups
acguired last seascn In the Shakwak Vallsy District northweat of Whitehorse", reports
the Northern Miner, This company spent over $100,000 in an aerial survey last year
and preliminsry ground work of staking claims over the snomalous arsas, which is
permissible under Canradian mining law. Twenty thousand feet of drilling is planned
for the coming season, and geciogloal parties will investigate other promising areas
as outlined by the merial work. About $250,000 will be spent this year by the com-
pany, which is a combination of Quebec Metallurgical Industries, Opnterio Wickel
Mines, and the G. H. Johnson interssta, The property is at the southern end of the
mineralized belt in the Quill Creek sectlon, and appeers to be on the strike of the
Hud~-n Bay 1. and S. Company, Teck-Hughes, end Frospectors Airways copper-nickel
showingsa.

PROSPLCTING SDUCATION

Intersst has definitely lncreased in the University of Alaskats Mining short
course given at the University, and the mining extension courses which are taught
throughout the Territory. The short course is a nins-week ceourse given in three
sections, mining end milling, mineralogy, and geclogy, snd is taught by speclaliasts
in each field., The extension courses are four-week courses covering the sams sub-
jects but more briefly, and without the advanteges of the laboratorises and equipment
available at{ College, Other subjects covered are prospecting methods, mining law,
and the formetion of ore deposits., There ars no educaticnal prerequisites for the
courses, and costs or fees are very small, illning extension courses are gilven in
most of the larger vowns every year &nd in small communlties less often. Courses
this year are being given in Nome, Kotzesbue, Unalakleet, Anchorage, Juneau, Eetchi-
kan, Valdez, ladd AFB, Fort Richardson, Kodiak, and perhaps a few other places,
Persons wishing to have a course taught in their community need only to show that &
sufficient number of people there will take the course if given, Further inform-
ation should be obtained from Dean Earl H, Beistlina, School of Mines, University
of Alaska, College, Alaska.

Prospectors who are sufficlently "well hesled” to spend the winter In Seattle
can take one of the prospecting classsas offered by the University of "ashington each
quarter. The subjects are ebout the same as those mentionsd above and are reported
to be well presented. The next course starts on ilarch 2%, but enrollments will be
accepted up to April 5. Correspondence ccncerning the University of Washington
course should be addressed to D. A, Pifer, Director, Sechool of Minsral Bngineering,
University of Washington, Seattle 5, VWashington.

ROTES FOR PROSFECTORS
The Atomis Znergy Commission has published a new booklet on the use of -

Gelger and seintillation counters. Its title is Prospecting with a Counter and the
price 1s 26 cents., In addition to explaining the functions of the two different
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counters, it also deals with the many practical problems that a yrospector looking
for radiocactives encounters in the field. Care and maintenance gf the counters 13
discusged, and the use of the counter for actually assaying a rédioasctive mample for
its uranium equivalent, For 25 cents, any person planning on prospscting for radio-
actives can hardly afford to be without it. It ocan be obtalned from the Office of
Technical Services, Department of Commerce, Washington 25, D, C.

0f primary concsrn to the Department of Mines is that its assaying services
be considared reliasble By =1l who send in samples. Occasiopally, a prospector will
pot be satisfied that hls assay returns are correct, and he will complain about it
to others and even go so far as to spend money sending his semples to stateslde
commercial firms. We reapeotfully requeat that anyons not satisfied with a TDM
assayer's work elther tell him about 1t so that he has a chance to fully understand
what is wanted and can recheck his work, or slse write to the Jumeasu office on the
matter. Our agsayesrs are all competent and conscilentious and understending of the
preonector's problems, and they would much prefer having a person question thsir
work directly than complain about i1t to others. Ground-up portions (called "pulps™)
of all samples sent in for assay are kept for a minimum of six months. If a pros-
pactor wishes, he may have the pulp of any particular sample sent back to him to
send to another assayer for a check on the first assayer's work. Sample splitting
to send to different assayers can be done, but it is not encouraged for 1t must be
finely orughed and correctly split, or the results will very likely not check.

BLAZING ALASKA'S TRAILS

For those who have not yet heard of it, the sebove headipg 1s the title of a
book by Dr. Alfred H. Brooks that has bean only recently printed and put on sals.
It was prepared from a manuseript written by Dr, Brooks in the early 1920's which
was never published. A press release from the University of Alaska stetes ag follows:

"Dr. Brooks, a famous Alaskan explorer, sclentist,
and historian, was well gualified to write the book by virtue
of having headsd the USGS in Alaska for 25 years., This book
adds a great deal of radiance to his already great reputation.

WBlazlng Alaska'’s Trails is a complete record that
covers all phases of Alesken life up to 1920. Included in the
book are ten chapters on Alaskan history, eix on mining and the
mining industry, one each on the flora, feuna, geology, geo~
graphy, climate, native inhabitants, early transpertation,
fisheries, agrioulture, education and government in Alaska.
'The material is presented in a very readable and enjoyable
manner.,

fPublication of the book was undertaken jointly by
the Arotic Institute of North America and the University of
Alaska after the original manuseript was given by Mrs, Brooks.

"Copies of this 517-page book are now available
from the School of [Mines, Univeraity of Alaska, College,
Alagka; the House of Adler, Fairbankg, Alaska; the Baranof
Bocokstore, Junesau, Alazake; the Alaska Sportsman, Ketchikan,
Alagka; the Arotic Inatitute of North Amsrice, “/ashington 25,
D. C.; and other bookstores both in Alaska and in the United
States. The book sellg for $4.50 per copy." '

t
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JOBS

Partly because of changing conditions, and partly becsuse of the increasing
circulation of this Bulletin, the Department of lines is receiving an ever-larger
number of requeste for Jjobs and positions, both in the mines and in the Department.
The TDM is & Territoriel service orgenization with & very limited staff of techni-
cal personnsl, Ve are not an employsent sgency for the minss in Alagka, aud we
suggest tbat lnterested persoms direst their employment inquirles to the Alaska
Tarritorial Employment Service, Juneau, Alaska.

MISCELLANEOUS

An interesting item was seen in the Time Marazine lately comcerning the
underwater work of geolegists in diving suits. Thsy are mapping geologlceal struct-
ureg off the California Coast in this manner irn certain localitles where seismic

work is not permitted by local law,

Another item of interegt from Time is an account of a new technique being
developed by Hans Iumndberg, noted geophysicist, in aerial prospeeting for oil with
geintillometer equipment., Sc far, it has had about a 50 percent record of success.

The University of Alaska School of llines prospectors' mineral identification
kit~ mentioned in an earlier Bullstin, are now about two~thirds scld. The price
is ,47.50., It is reported that the School of ilines is anxious to have recommenda-
tions from purchesers for changss or improvements in the kits,

E. J. Longyear Company, makers of c¢ore drilling eguipment, have announced

a time-saving method of lifting diesmond drill cores through the rods by cable,
rather than having to remove and then replace the rods to obtain the core.

Another concern reportedly looking for large pyrite deposits near tidewster
ia the Freeport Sulphur Compeny, 122 East Seoond Strest, Wew York City.

Territorial Department of Mines
Box 1391
Juneau, Alaska




