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FOUKfH DIVISION - The U.S. Smelting Refining and Mining Company a re  moving t h e i r  
No. 5 dredge from Eldorado Creek t o  Dome Creek i n  the Fairbanks Dis t r i c t .  This is 
t h e  four th  dredge move f o r  t he  company i n  recent  years, The dredge i s  cut i n t o  four 
sections,  and these huge pieces a r e  moved on a spec ia l ly  b u i l t  bob s led  t h a t  has 
gas hea te r s  t o  heat t he  runners for  e a s i e r  s tar t ing.  

The Canadian mining concern mentioned l a s t  month i n  connection with t he  
DeCoursey mercury proper t ies  on t he  lower Kuskokwim i s  Brewis Red Lake ?lines, Inca 
They a r e  planning t o  amalgamate with JhCoursey Mountain Mining Co. and operate that 
firm a s  a wholly-owned subsidiary. The new company name w i l l  be DeCourscy-Brewis 
BAinerals, Ltd. Ibw equipment is bqieg moved toward t he  propert ies,  aud key men 
w i l l  soon be on hand f o r  t he  resumption of exploration and development work. 

After  long delays i n  obtaining a $ease and other d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  t h e  Arctic 
Coal Company f i n a l l y  o f f i c i a l l y  opened t h e i r  Lignit;e Creek mine i n  the 14ealy f i e l d  
and s t a r t ed  on t h e i r  6000-ton mi l i t a ry  contract ,  The company has bu i l t  a road from 
t h e  mine t o  t h e  Nenana River and i s  f re igh t ing  t h e  coal  across the  r i v e r  i c e  t o  tho 
r a i l r oad  with four l a rge  trucks. 

A Swedish gasoline-powered portable rock d ~ i l l  of the  jackhammer type 
was developed i n  1950 and appears t o  be doing well. It i s  known a s  t h e  ''pionjar" 
d r i l l  and i s  handled by V, R, Shilhan, 90 Svelyn avenue, Toronto 9, Ontario. The 
d r i l l  weighs 86 pounds and i s  powered with a 6 HP engine. I ts  d r i l l i n g  speed i n  
med imhard  gran i te  is reported t o  be 16 inches per minute with a b i t  diameter of 
1.06 inches, and 10  inches per minute with a b i t  of 1.34 inches i n  diameter. Its 
d r i l l i n g  depth i s  guaranteed t o  be = f e e t  i n  granite.  Fuel consumption is reported 
t o  be 0.086 p in t s  per d r i l l e d  foot. An exhaust hose can be f i t t e d  t o  the  d r i l l  t o  

I carry the exhaust away from t h e  working place if desired. An unusual and desi rable  
feature  is a grinding attachment t h a t  i s  operated by the  d r i l l  t o  sharpen t h e  
tungsten carbide b i t s .  

HOPE MINING BIQ 

Rep. Hope ( ~ e p ,  , Kans, ) has reintroduced h i s  b i l l  (H.R. 110) i n  Conwess 
which contains a number of wasu re s  i n  which Alaskan miners should be interested.  
The b i l l  per ta ins  only t o  nat ional  f o r e s t  lands,  and i s  being pushed by the  U. S* 
Departntsnt of Agriculture. Some of i ts  provisions would: 

(1) Allow the  loca tor  of a mining claim Itto occupy and use so much of t?:o 
surf ace of t he  land covered by the  J o c a t i o ~  as may be reasonably necessary1', but 
he would not acquire t i t l e  t o  timber "now or  hereef ter  growing thereon, " Ths 

a - loca tor  would be permitted t o  uge thq ti&nber i n  t he  d e v e l o ~ e n t  and operation of a 
mine u n t i l  t he  U+ 3. disposed qf $he tiIIUger. 



(2) Provide *that placer mining operations sha l l  be conducted under 
such ru les  and regulations a s  the Secretary of Agriculture may adopt for  the mini- 
mizing of s o i l  erosion, pollution of the water resources, and damage t o  watersl=sTq, 
and f o r  restorat ion of the a u r f a ~ e . ~  

(3) Require recordation i n  Dis t r ic t  Land Offices of exis t ing valid :iin:.ng 
c l a i m  within three years from the date of t h e  b i l l ' s  enactment, and fa i lure  $0 d3  
so lfshall  oonstitute abandomnt of the, claim as  t o  tbe United States** 

(4) Require patentirq of ex is t ing  c l a i m  within f ive years; otherwise the 
cl=\lms would beoome *null and void unless relocated under the provisions of t h i s  
Act*" 

(5)  Require recordation of a l l  subsequent mining claims i n  Dis t r ic t  Land , 
Offices, a s  well aa annual aesessment work on such olaimrs; fa i lure  t o  give notice 
of the performance of assessment work for  two consecutive years llshall consti tute 
abandonment of the claim a s  t o  the United States," 

( 6 )  Provide that ''a mining claim hereafter made on the national f@r%p$@ 
may be determined t o  be invalid fo r  f a i lu re  t o  comply with the provisions of th i a  
Act o r  other laws applicable thereto, including bu8 not l imited t o  a showing thqt 

I 

(1) the deposits discovered a re  insufficient t o  just i fy f'urther development of 4 
claim a s  a miniw property, or  (2 )  that  asssssmnent requiremsnts have not been mBt* 

(7) Automatically invalidate claims located a f t e r  the b i l l ' s  passage ''if 
no appaication f o r  patent is made within ten years a f t e r  establishment ~f the claim*? 

The Cabinet Committee on Minerals Policy has made recommendations i n  its 
report t o  the President which a r e  among tboss long advocated by the lainling industry. 
The Cabinet group consists of secratar ies  af In ter ior ,  S ta te ,  and Comrce ,  and the 
Director of Office of Defense b~obil izat ioa (Om), 

The recoarmandations are: 
1, Review a l l  stockpile objectives and establ ish new long-term objectives 

f o r  which materials would be purchased only a t  times of abundant supply and low 
price, 8. Evaluate the supply-demand s i tua t ion  by materials t o  establ ish the proper 
leve l  of e f f i c i en t  domestic psoduotion t o  maintain the mobilization base. 3. Dele- 
gation of the necessary authority by OLgVI t o  In ter ior  and Co~merce t o  carry on 
mobilization planning f o r  emergencie s. 4, Eliminate t ax  det errenta t o  the sound 
development of o w  mineral. resources, 5, Strengthen the  program of f i ~ a n c i a l  
assistance t o  private industry fo r  exploration of new mineral sources by Defense 
&Ii "rals Exploration Administrat ion, 6. Aacelerate federal topographic and geologic 
ma2ping, research, and development of geochemical, geophysical methods, 7 .  Expand 
In te r io r*  s direct exploration aot i v i t i e s  i n  areas beyond the scope of private 
industry. 8, Revise luining laws t o  recogzlize and encourage new exploration msthods. 
9. Strengthen and coordinate collection of ruinera$ s t a t i s t i c s  and information* 
10, Intensify In t e r io r f  s progxwn of mineral and m t a l  reaearcb, 11, Establish,  with 
the Searetary of In ter ior ,  an advisory indugtry committee f o r  ba t t e r  coordination ' 

I between g~vernment and industry. 

TUNGSTEN - 
Tungsten is one of the important ferroalloy metals, which are used i n  tho 

manufacture of s teel .  I ts chief use is  as a hardening agent i n  high-speed too l  
steel.  A common, but much smaller use is  i n  e l e c t r i c  light filslments, and a use 
that; is on the increase $s tha t  o$ core material i n  armor-piercing project i les* 
The United S ta t e s  imports large quantities 00 tungsten, most of which cone from 
Korea, and smallar mounts from Bolivia, Spain, Brazil, '&ailmd, Burma, and CaWdae 



I I n  view of t h e  unset t led  world conditions, many of these sources might be cut off' . 
i r a the r  quickly. U, S. consupt ion  a t  present i s  something on the  order of 8 mi l l ion  

pounds of concentrates, 

I n  1953, controls  were re leased from tungsten which had been i n  shor t  
supply u n t i l  then, a t  which time domestic production increased 20% and world pr ices  
dropped 60$, A government price support program i s  now i n  e f f e c t  which places a 
f l oo r  pr ice  of $63 per un i t  on tungsten concentrates under ce r t a in  conditions, but 
the  foreign pr ice  at present is  $25 t o  $28 per wit f o r  concentrates containing 65% 
o r  more of tungsten t r ioxide,  A un i t  is  one percent i n  a ton,  or  20 pounds of 
contained Wag. The General Services Administration has purchsse depots f o r  tungsten : 
i n  t he  S ta tes ,  but shipments t o  them must be of a minimum tonnage, 

The pr incipal  minerals of tungsten found i n  Alaska a r e  schee l i t s  and wolf- 
ramite, with schee l i t e  the most abundant, Scheel i te  Is calcium tungstate and is  a 
l i g h t  colored mineral d i f f i c u l t  t o  dis t inguish from the  quar tz  o r  limestone i n  wbiah 
it, I1ay occur. It can be e a s i l y  iden t i f i ed  with a mineralight under which it fluo- 
reb3es with a br igh t  blue-white oolor. It is much heavier than quarCa o r  limestone 
and can be separated from l i g h t e r  minerals by panning, Wolframite i s  i ron  manganesa 
tungsta te  and is brown i n  color,  

Tungsten is most l i k e l y  t o  be found a t  or near a g r an i t i c  contact ,  the  
tungsten minerals extending out i n to  t h e  rocks, such as limestone, s ch i s t ,  s l a t e ,  
eto.,  t h a t  a r e  i n  contact with the  granite-type in t rus ive .  Limestone i s  pa r t i cu l a r l y  
favorable. In  prospecting, the  l i g h t  oolored mineraia found i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of 
suoh contacts should be ca re fu l ly  checked, because schee l i t e  can be e a s i l y  missed 
a s  a r e s u l t  9f its s i m i l a r i t y  t o  quartz. Tungsten is  found throughout t he  Te r r i t o ry  
i n  near ly  all d i s t r i c t s ,  and is pa r t i cu l a r l y  abundant, mostly i n  small deposits  i n  
t he  Fairbanks D i s t r i c t ,  Seward Peninsula, Willow Creek D i s t r i c t ,  and SE Uaska,  It 
is found i n  many placer  concentrates, but has been saved and sold l a t e l y  by only 
one placer miner t o  t he  bast  of TDDirs kngwledge--Russel Schaefer, mining i n  t he  
Aniak Dis t r i c t .  Lode production has been l a rge ly  from the  Stepovioh property i n  
t he  Fairbanks D i s t r i c t  and t he  RIvgrside Mine i n  t he  Hyder Dis t r i c t .  

2 .  AND hl. J. mTAL IvUWXT PRICES . .  - 
Jaa. 27, Month Year 

Copper, par  l b ,  
Lead, per lb. 
Zinc, per lb. 
Tin,  per lb .  
Quicksilver,  per f l a s k  
S i l ve r ,  foreign,  New York 
$ t lver ,  domestic, per 02. 
Platinum, per oz, 
Niokel, per lb. 
Molybdenum, per lb. 
Tungsten ore, per un i t  
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