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DIVISION - 1% appear$ tha t  there w i l l  finally be some exploration act iv i ty  On 
the Yakobi 1sXand nickel deposits after years of l i t igat ion.  The l a s t  i?& case 
was called for early September, b u t t h s  two perties came t o  an rpgretement autside of 
cour t  which i e  subject t o  the C o u r t ' s  appr0va.l. Itt is now expected tha t  d r i l l ing  
w i l l  proceed next spring. Yakobi Ieland is  a t  the northwest end of Chichagaf Island. 
The nickel deposits are extensive. 

THIRD DIVISXON - The P.R.& H, Wniw Company has moved the scene of the i r  operations 
from the  Circle District, where they have mined fox several years, t o  the Gemon 
wound i n  the Peters Creek area of the Talkeetna country. 

The Kenai Chrome operation was suddenly shut down for the winter about the 
10th of September by a heavy r a i n  washing out t he i r  road. Since the  heavy snows on 
Red Mountain usually ha l t  the operations early i n  the fal l ,  it was decided not t o  
repair the road l o r  the short t h e  lef't t h i s  year. 

I ~OURTH DIVISION - Mamie Olson and Andrew Anderson have moved t o  Fish Creek i n  the 
I Fairbanks dis$rict from Wolf Creek. The grand has been lease& from the U*S*S.R*& 

M. Co., which has hela it for  dredging for many years, but because of Increasing 
costs the campany has never been able t o  get in to  production there. The creek wi l l  
now be mined with a dragline-bulldozer operation. 

The U.S .G.R.& M, Co.'s Ester dredge is  now beitlg dismantled for  the move 
next spring from Gold Hill t o  Sheep Creek. 

Since the Richf'ield o i l  s t r ike  on the Kenai Peninsula i n  July, over 3,055 
applications have been f i l ed  i n  Anchorage with the BLM fox leases on a tot& of 
nearly 9,000,000 acres. There are now over 12,000,000 acres i n  Alaska ac tua l l j  under 
lease, according t o  reports. One large lease application for  over 7OO,OOO acres i n  
the Kateel River country was f i l ed  in the Fairbanks office recently, me newest area 
of o i l  interest  i s  i n  the lower Kuskokwim River area, A CdLifornia couple has 
applied for  71,000 acrea there. 

The Rumble and Shell companies have spudded i n  a w e l l  a t  the Bear Creek 
U n i t  No. 3, f ive  miles inland from SbelWEof S t ra i t  across from Kodiak Island. They 
Lntend t o  contlnue dr i l l ing  throughout the winter. 

Richf'ield O i l  Corp. has announced tha t  its w e l l  was finished a t  a depth of 
12,384 feet and tha t  it flaws at  the  ra te  of 900 bmrels  per day of 33 gravity o i l  
.Id 122,000 cubic feet of gas. Production is  pinched down t o  360 barrels and is from @ perforated interval f r om 11,150 t o  11,215 feet .  RichPield i e  anxious fo s ta r t  

dri l l ing a second well nearby, but the seismic work is being held up by the Fish and 
Wildlife Semriae while it works ouf, regulations for further oprat ions  on the Kenai 
Moose Reserve. 

i 



We have received increasing inquir ies  l a t e l y  a s  t o  where t o  record assess- 
ment work af f idavi t s  because of the  new Alaska l a w  making tho recordings corqpulsor~. 
One person advises us t h a t  there i s  now no U. 5. Commissioner at McGrath, which i s  
news t o  us. Assessment work affidavi.ts and clainr location ce r t i f i ca t e s  a re  required 
t o  be recorded trith the Recorder of t h e  recording precinct i n  which the claims l i e .  
If there i s  no recorder i n  the  proper precinct, the Fmrth  Division Clerk of the  
Court has agreed t o  help out. He will accept a l l  documents f o r  f i l i n g  inc luung  the 
f i l i n g  fee, a t e  them appropriately, and hold them u n t i l  a new U. 8. Commissioner 
has been appointed t o  the vacancy. The Clerk of Court i a  John "Dixie" Hdl.1, U. S. 
Dis t r ic t  Court, Fairbauks, Alaska. 

The U. of A. School of Mines i s  planning t o  publish a revised me.p showin(! 
recording precinct boundaries and o,"fices i n  the  near future.  I h f o ~ t i o n  On t h i s  
can be obteined by writing t o  the  School of Mines, College, Alaska. In  the  meantime, 
anyone who i s  i n  doubt as t o  where t o  record should f e e l  f r e e  t o  wri te  t o  us  at  
Juneau fo r  information. If the location of the  claim i s  f u l l y  described, we will 
be glad t o  inform the  claim holder where it would be best f o r  him t o  record. 

NEW MAPS ND REPORT8 - 
The USGS has published i t s  first N a s k w  geologic&- guad.rangle map at a 

scale  of one inch equals one m i l e .  9 l e  quad is  Jimeaau B-3 covering the  extreme north 
end of Admiralty Is lana and a small portion of the  mainland i n  the  v ic in i ty  of Tee 
Iarbor. The geology i s  shown i n  d e t a i l  arid sections are included. It can be seen 
a t  USGS and TDM off icee and can be purchased (but not by mail) a t  the  USGS offices 
i n  Alaska. 

A report  on the  Houston area of the Matanuska c o d  f i e l d  has been published 
by the  USN.  Written by R. R. May and R. S. Warfield, mining engineers of the  Bureau 
of Mines, the report  i s  based on a d r i l l i n g  project.  Fif teen mill ion tons of coal 
i n  two minable beds a r e  reported, and d r i l l  core information i s  given. 

The University of Alaska School of Mines has released i t s  ten ta t ive  1957-58 
schedule fo r  the  mining extension course, which i s  taught around the  Territory every 
winter. The course includes mining and prospecting met.hods, geology, and ident i f ica-  
t i on  of minerals. The course w i l l  be tau@% by two instructors ,  as usual, and w i l l  
probably be given approximately a s  follows: 

M r .  Leo Mark An-thoqv: Ancharage (geochemical course included) 
October 1 t o  November 15, Fort  Richardson November 15 t o  December 15, Kake January 1 
t o  February 1, Ketchikan (geochemics inc l .  ) February 1 t o  March 15, Juneau (geochemics 
inc l . )  March 15 t o  May 1, College (geochemics only) May 1 t o  &Y 15-  

Mr. Hugh Matheson: UnalWeet  September 15 t o  October 15, Palmer 
October 15 t o  November 15, Eielson November 1s t o  December 15, Nenana January 1 t o  
February 1, B i g  Delta Februazy 1 t o  March 1, McGrath Ebrch 1 t o  April  I, Bett les  
g r i l  1 t o  May 1. 



AMC NEWS 

The American Mining Congress held its annual meeting recently a t  Salt  Lake 
City. It appears that  for  the first time, the base metal producers and tbe strategic 
miner& producers w i l l  work together i n  a Joint effort t o  protect the domestic miner 
against foreign imports, produced with cheap foreign labor and financed with U. 6 .  
foreign aid money, being dumped on the dcanestic market i n  competition with our own 
products. Bis has been brought about by the lowering of copper, lead and zinc 
prices t o  the point where mines axe closing. The strategic mineral graug has been 
working for several years t o  get protection by establishment of controls. With the  
two forces joined, we hope t o  see results.  

LANDS AWARDED TO TERRITORY 

Under the workings of the Alaska Land Registration Law, the F i r s t  and 
Second Division Distr ict  Courts have awarded many parcels of land i n  those d$visions 
t o  Alaska. These lands are those on which no declaration of uwnership have been 
f i l ed  and hence, under the l aw,  become the property of the Territory of Alaska. The 
law also s ta tes  that  the rightf'ul owners shall  have one year a f t e r  the court action 
i n  which t o  redeem the i r  property by paying costs, penalties, and interer$to the 
Terri torial  Department of Lands. This deadline for  redemption for  F i r s t  Division 
lands i s  August 19, 1958. The Second Division deadline i s  September 24, 1958. 
Court actions i n  the other Divisfons w i l l  probably follow shortly. 

A good many, i f  not most, of these lands are patented mining claim8, 
>gerators or others wishing t o  obtain any of these claims could probably obtain a 
res t r ic t ive  lease Proan the Territory which would be contingent on the possible re- 
demption by the l a s t  leg& owner un t i l  the time tha t  the Territory obtains finail 
clear t i t le .  

The U. of A. School of Mines seniors visi ted the Kenai Chrome operation 
and the Matanuska Coal Field on the annual senior f i e ld  t r i p  t h i s  year. mey a s 0  
visi ted the Eklutna power plant, the Richfield o i l  well on the Kenai, the Willow 
Creek gold mining d i s t r i c t ,  and spent two Ws a t  the Eighth Alaska Science Confer- 
ence a t  Anchorage. 

The President slgned the b i l l  t o  give Alaska t i t l e  t o  tidelands and ~ u b -  
merged lands offshore from surveyed communities i n  the Territory. Now the gresent 
occupants of such lands w i l l  be able t o  obtain proper ownership of t he i r  @;round and 
community and industrial development should progress i n  a more orderly fashion i n  
coastal areas. 

The USGS office i n  Juneau is closed except fo r  the Water Resources person- 
nel. Duties of the office wiu be assumed by the Alaekan Geology Branch of the US% 
at Menlo Park. Maps and reports w i l l  s t i l l  be available through Water Resources, 
which has i t s  headquarters i n  Juneau. 

No action was taken by Congress before it adJowned on the various b i l l s  
o create the National Wildema~s Preservation Syatem. They w i l l  mdoubtedly be 

under consideration again next year, however. The bill t o  create a Recreation 
Resauces C d s a i o n  ta ati~dy !-he p r o b l e m  was passed by &he Senate and rests now i n  



i n  the House In ter ior  Committee. 

Seuator Bible's geophysical. assessment work b i l l  t o  allow geological, 
geochemical, or geophysical work t o  be performed as  assessment work passed the  Senate 
and i s  also now i n  the  House Inter ior  Committee. This b i l l  stands a good chance of 
continuing on t o  f i n a l  passage next year. 

Some of the dredging operators might be interested i n  checking the de ta i l s  
of the Cannon Circular Concentrator, i l l u s t r a t ed  and reported on b r i e f ly  On page 67 
of the  September Minip& World. 

Another interest ing poss ib i l i ty  i s  a 28-pound gasoline auger d r i l l  for  
boring sof ter  formations . Bee page 80 of the  September Mining World. 

The Forest Service has desj.gnated another area i n  Southeastern Alaska for 
determination of surf'ace r igh t s  of mining claims under h b l i c  Law 167. The area 
i s  just  south of Wrangell and i n  generaJ, includes the following: Etolin Island 
north of McRenry In le t  and east  of Mossman Inlet ,  WrangeU Island south and west of 
a l i n e  between Wrangell and Foola Dd,et, Woronkof ski Island, west half of Deer 
Island, and included smaller islands. Upon reguest we w i l l  Furnish the  exact de- 
scription. Advertising w i l l  start i n  the  Wrangell Sentinel October 25, 1957 

Titanium apparently w i l l  not be as important as has been predicted. 
According t o  Time Magazine (sept. 16, page 102), titanium fs f a l l i n g  short of ex- 
pectations and i s  no longer referred t o  a8 the  "wonder metal." Defense orders are  
being cut back, and producers a re  hunting f o r  new markets. 

E. AND M, J . MEW MARKET PRICES 

Sept. 26, Month 
1957 430 

Copper, per l b ,  26.54 
Lead, per lb .  
Zinc, per lb. 

144 
Tin, per lb .  

l04! 
93 545 

Quicksilver, per f l a s k  $244-247 
Silver, foreign, New York 90 6# 
Silver, domestic, p r  oz. 90-1/2# 
Nickel, per l b .  7q 
Molybdenum, ger  l b  . , i n  con. $1.18 
Platinum, per oz. $81 -87 
Titanium ore ( Ilmenite ) 

per ton $26.25-30 .oO 
m g s t e n  ore, p~. un i t  $55 00 

WChrome ore (w, 3 t o  1 r a t i o )  
- p e r t o n  $115.00 

Year 
% 

*GSA tungsten purchasing presently suspellded . Foreign import pr ice 
-$13.50-$14.00, depending on grade. 

**GSA guaranteed s-kockgile ,price. N o t  qunt,ed by E. & M. J. 


