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FIRST DIVISION - Kendrick Bey Minlng C o a p n y ,  CPimax Molybdenum Co. subsidiary, has 
shut down its uranium mine on 3olunn Mouataia for the winter. By the end of October, 
four barge loads of ore were scheauled t o  be shipped from Kendrick Bay, and the f i f t h  
(and l a s t )  barge load was t o  go i n  early November. Shipment i s  through Seattle $0 
the new Ford nil1 near Spokane. 

SECOND DIVISIOPT - The U. S. Tin Corporation mine, 90 miles northwest of Nome, was 
scheduled t o  be sold &L public auction on OcCaber 30 as  a bankrupt concern. The 
sale was ordered t o  sa t is fy  a court Judgement; against the corqpany. The Government 
foreclosed on the mine i n  1954 becau&re of fai lure t o  repay assistance loans and other 
reasons. The mine did not actually shut d m  un t i l  l a t e  1955, however. 

F'OURTH DIVISION - Fif'teen years af ter  the dispute and twelve years af%er the case 
was first f i l e d  i n  court, a jury decided a c i v i l  suit against the Mike Stepwich 
estate i n  favor of the North Stas. Mining Company, plaint i f f .  P la int i f fs  argued that 
they hit a paystreak on a placer claim leased frcm the elder Stepuvich, now deceased, 
and tha t  he then had the U.S. Marshal close them down. Damges i n  the Enmount of 
$26,802.12 were awarded the p la in t i f f s  t o  compensate fo r  profi ts  from gold they would 
alledgedly have mined. 

The best source of Alaskan o i l  news we have seen i s  The Uaskan Scouting 
Service, a periodical report by John R. Roderick. The Alaska address ts Box 2276, 
-ge, but correspondence should be addressed t o  5240 Univerdtty Way, Seattle 5, 
~ashingt;on. The Alask& Scouting Servtce gives complete details on al l  wells and 
exploration projects including names of contractors, exact locatione, d r i l l ing  depths 
and technical data, amount of-casing used, peagle i n  charge, geologists, and d l  
other pertinent information, It describes the  various uni t  areas, t e l l s  who i s  f i l i ng  
for what leases, gives numbers of leases issued, t e l l s  what o i l  men are stationed 
there, and anything e lse  tha t  anyone following the o i l  business i n  Alaska might want 
t o  know. For Alaskan o i l  news, it can't be beat. 

Standard O i l  Company and Richfield have announced a $30,000,000 joint ex- 
ploration program fo r  t he i r  lands on the  Kenai Peninsula. Standard will be *he 
actual operator of the program. In 3.954, it signed an oil development ~ e a e n t  with 
the Department of the Interior  involving 750,000 acres of Kenai Peninsula land* 

A NOTE ON PROSPECTING 

An experienced exploration man recently surprised us with the statement that 
helicopters had one real disadvantage i n  prospecting. He  went on t o  explain h i s  

I t a t m n t  by t e l l i ng  us of h i s  operations for  the  past year. One of his crews was 
W~kLng with a hel3oopter and found nothing of prmfse, H i s  other crew in a differ- 
&& section had t o  climb the m o ~ m a b ~ j  ns Feca~we %hey had _no hel icqter ,  but they did 



xake a promising find, They made t h i s  find i n  a place where, according t o  our friend, ' 
they would never have been if  they had been working the cauntry with a helicopter. 

This goes t o  prove again what we have said many times: that all the modern 
equipment i n  existenae w i l l  not replace the prospector on foot. It only gives him 
extra tools  t o  work with. Somebody s t i l l  has t o  cover the ground on foot t o  make the 
discoveries. Helicopter part ies are mostly investigating only the exposed areas on 
beaches, above timberline, along stzeams, and around old prospects and outcrops. 
There yet remain the areas covered with t a b e r  anit overburden t o  be systematLcallY 
prospected. Possibly t h i s  w i l l  be done only i n  the future with new and improved 
methods and instruments, but it w i l l  alnost certainly be done on foot. 

PROSPECTORS AND GAME 

Section 46.11 of the A l e s b  game law s ta tes  that  prospectors may take 
ani?nals, birds (except migratory birds) or game f i sh  anywhere a t  any time for f006 

when in  need and other eufficient food is not available. An emergency mu#% exist  and 
it must not be of the prospectorf s own na,king. 

some misunderstandings 09 t h i s  law haye arisen from time t o  time, so Ve 
LhoueSht we would t r y  t o  c lar i fy  a few points. Each case, of course, would have t o  be 
decided on i t s  own merits, but we can mtlke some genera  statements. If a person takes 
8ufficien-t supplies in to  the bush, or makes arran@;ements t o  have suf'ficfent food de- 
livered t o  him, and said supplies are l o s t  and he i a  beyond reasonable reach of roads 
O r  a ir l ines,  then it would very probably be an emergency. If a person deliberately 
f a i l s  t o  take sufficient supplies for  the time he intends t o  stay, he has created hi8 
Own emergency and would probably be held for any gdlme killed or for intent t o  break 
the law. Whether the absence of meat i n  an otherwise sufficient food supply would be 
classed as an emergency i s  open t o  question. We doubt it. If a person can reach a 
road or settlement i n  a few hourst time by walking, boat, or other available means of 
transportation, an emergency can hardly be said t o  exist.  These points should answer 
most questions on the subject. 

NEW USES FOR ALUMINUM 

Aluminum w i l l  now be used for  one-quart motor o i l  cans. Reynolds Metals 
qompany has signed a contract t o  furnish 35,000,000 of these cans t o  Esso Standard 
O i l  Company. The advantages of the new aluminum o i l  cans are as follower: (1) they are 
2ih~ht so tha t  freight  costs w i l l  be lower, (2) they are bright and at tract ive and. wil l  
take brightly-colored inks, and(3) they are redeemable from the service station opera- 
tor  for  a ref'und. The l a t t e r  feature w i l l  encourage the prorn;Pt return of the  c-s, 
;?reventing the cluttering up of the stat ion and the unsightly mess of rusting cans 
song highways. They w i l l  be crushed i n  a special machine and returned t o  Reynolds for  
!ahage. 

American Can Campny has created an aluminwn division fo r  research on law- 
cost methods of manuf'acturing alwninum cans. Canco reports t ha t  the i r  f inplate costs 
'nave increased 91$ i n  the gast ten  years. 

An all-aluminum box car  has been bu i l t  by Reynolds, and also  a number of 
zlurpirnun gondolas for  mine rai lroad use. 

Foamed aluminum shows promise a s  a substitute for  lumber i n  nwerous constr- 
*.Lon uses. It i s  fireproof, corrosion proof and riad. It can be sawed, nailed, 
ternentea, or bolted. Lithium. a31uninum hyilrf d~ IR one o f -  +he compoxmds which is  used 



i n  foaming the aluminum, and the product is almost as l igh t  as balsa wood. The chief 
problem yet t o  be solved i s  mass producing it in  pieces of e x a t  dimensions. 

AREAS FOR IXZEFMINATfON ClF SURFACE RIGmS 

The Foreert Service has 8esigmted two more areas fo r  the determination of 
surface r ights  on mining claims under ~ lz l r~ ic  LRW 167 of ~ d y  23, 1955. one area in- 
cludes ctll of Mansfield Peninsula on northern Admiralty Islaad lying north of an 
east-west l ine  through Pt. Wsden  on Chatham Straits and west of a north-south l i ne  
through Ptb Young on Stephens Passage. It w i l l  be advertised i n  the Juneau Daily 
Alaska &. i re  start ing November 20, 1957. 

!he second area is on the eastern past of Prfnce of Wales Island* In 
generd, it includes the eastern half of Prince of Wales Island from Exchange Cave t o  
Windf'a11 Harbor and also includes all of West, Middle, Thorne and Stevenson Island8 
and the west halves of East and Blaehke Islands. It w i l l  be advertised i n  the 
Ketchi- Daily News s tar t ing November 20, 1957. 

A designated area south of Wrangell was described in our Bulletin last month 
Upon request, we w i l l  furnish exact deecriptions of any of these meas or inform 
claim holders if  thei r  claims l i e  within the boundaries. 

Since the date of' the Richfield s t r ike  rtnnouncement, July 23, 1957, aP- 
plications have been f i l ed  with the U.S. Bureau of  and Management for leases on 
more than 13,000,000 acres. This creates an i n i t i a l  rentid. revenue of $3,250,000, 
3 6  of which w i l l  go into the Alaska Treasury under Public Law 85-88, (PL 85-88 -6 

Rpproved, incidentally, just 13 days before the s t r ike , )  Emver ,  t h i s  gourin6 of 
cash in to  our Terri torial  coffers w i l l  not happen as rapidly as nost people expect- 
In fact, it may seem agonizingly slow t o  mrtny. We do stshd t o  gain i n  the long run 
by this money being paid in to  the BLM, but it wil l  not cone our way un t i l  the  
applications are actually adjudicated and granted. By experience, the BLM has f 0Und 
that  one a d j u ~ c a t o r  can handle an average of 70 applications per month, and they are 
Reriously short  of adjudicators. There are currently over 3,500 application6 waiting 
ror action i n  Anchorage done.  The time required t o  clean up t h i s  backlog of work 
'all depend on an improvement i n  the handicaps under which the BJ$I ie operating - 
m i d y  personnel ceilings and insuf'ficient appropriations. 

PROPOSED O I L  LEASING REGIJJ;IATIONS 

New regulations are being proposed for o i l  and gas Leasing on wildlife lands 
'try the Department of the Interior .  Leasing on Alaska wildlife lands wod.a be ~ ~ n d e r  
the 4 oint administration of the U, S. Bureau of Land Management and the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, ~t would be the responsibility of these two agencies t o  determine 
W areas i n  which leasing would be prohibited, and t o  see tha t  leaeing On the re- 
mining areas is  &one under such stipulations as  are consfdered necessary t o  protect 
the wildlife resources, Leasing w i l l  not be forbidden on any wildlife lands where it 
is determined by the Government that  the lands are being drained of o i l  and gas by 
aearby wells. The proposed regul~.~ir\ns were published i n  the Federal Register On 
Qctober 11, Thirty days f ram date of pub3 4 cat.icm were "s_t 7 okwl  fo r  the submission of 

r i t ten comments or ohject.f.ons. 



D m  ASSISTAWCE CUT 

It has been announced tha t  DM?,, assistance i n  the  e q l o r a t i o n  fo r  14 miner- 
als has been cut from 75$ t o  5@. These 14  minerals reduced t o  50$ participation are 
a s  follows: chrysotile asbestos, col;umbium, corundum, industr ial  diamonds,strategic 
kyanite, mercury, monazite and rare earths, platinum-group m e t a l s ,  piezo-electric 
quartz crystals,  tantalum, thorium, t in ,  tungsten, and uranium. S t i l l  e l ig ib le  for  
75% assistance are : antimony, beryl, cobalt, nasnganeee, s t rategic mica, nickel, ru t i l e -  
brookite, selenium, and block steatite talc. In addition t o  the above newly-classi- 
f i ed  5% commodities, there are also  i n  the  5@ category: bauxite, cadmium, chramSm, 
copper, fluorspar, crucible-flake graphite, lead, mlybdenum, and zinc. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Canadian gold stocks are s t i l l  holtfZng up w e l l  i n  Toronto while the other 
atocks continue t o  s l ide.  

A new use f o r  lead i s  i n  a rechargeable miniature lead dry-cell battery. 
Called the Mighty Midget, it was developed for  the Navy, and i s  no larger  than a half- 
dol lar .  It delivers 9/10 of a vol t  with a capacity of 1-112 amp hours. 

The U.S. Civi l  Service Colllmslssion has announced a new examination for  Geo- 
log i s t  i n  the  grades of GS-5 and 7. Applications must be on f i l e  with the U* S C i v i l  
Service Examiners, Geological Survey, Washington 25, D. C .  not l a t e r  than December 3, 
1957. The examination may be taken i n  sny of the  m J o r  towns of Alaska- 

A world authority oh gold and currency, Dr. Franz Pick, predicted at the  
recent AMC convention t h a t  when the  present shrinkage of the  U.S. dol lar ' s  value ruls 
i t s  courae, there ~3.11 be a t e r r i f i c  depression and the  government w i l l  then increase 
the price of gold t o  help cover the paper money and pay i t s  debts. However, the gold 
Qiner, Alaskan variety, can hardly be expected t o  "sit it out" u n t i l  Pick's prophecy 
comes true. 

E. AND M. 3. METAL MARKET PRICES 
Oct, 24, Month Year 
1957 Ago - Ago 

Copper, per ~b . 26.44 
Lead, per l b ,  13-1/2# 
Zinc, per lb .  
Tin, per lb .  

104 
91-1/44 

Quicksilver, per f l a s k  $231-235 
Silver, foreign, New York 90 q 
Silver,  domestic, per oz. 90 4% 
Nickel, per lb .  744 
Molybdenum, per lb. ,  i n  con. $1.18 
Platinum, per oz. $81-87 
Titanium ore ( Ilmenite ) 

per ton  $26.25-30-00 
*Tungsten ore ger  un i t  $55 -00 

**Chrome ore (b, 3 t o  1 r a t i o )  
per ton $115.00 

*GSA tungsten purchasing presentl-y suqpended. 
**CISA guaranhed stockpl-le pr2c.e. N o t  *eked by E . & MI J. 


