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EL PASO GAS. MINERAL OFFICE i oo v oo

EY Paso ‘Natural -Gas Company of El Paso, Texas'has opened a hardrock mineral éxploration office
and loboratory in Ketckikan. Robert Falk, o 24-year veteran with the company, will heod the
office.’ John Bridges 'is the lab supervisor. A staff of six or seven. people will be employed

on a year round basis. . e

This last summer El Paso employed 14 men for reconnaissance exploration work. on Prince of Wales

lsfond’ and thé -mainland. One property was drilled. ":The lab is chlefly for anulyzing geochem-
icol sfreum sed‘mcnts coliefc‘ted in fhe field. Co .

The company and its mony dwerstf'ed interests employs over 5500 people, and is Iisfed in- fhe
New York Stock Exchange.

BER!NG SEA STUDY
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The Umversffy of Alaska s Geophysical Institute has received grcmrs From three companies In :
support of a symposium next summer on the Bering Sea regions. The symposium is entitled,
"The Geophysics and Geology of the Bering Sea Region" and .is expected to attract many Russian

and Japanese sclentists as well as Canadlans and Amencuns.

AR IRE o

The Symposlum is scheduled for June 26 fhrough July 4 and includes field: tr‘ps bQ Kalmel

National Monument, the Alaska Range, the uplands and Yukon River, ‘and. the -Breoks Range and
North Slope. [nvited papars to be presented at the symposium will cover the sublecfs of

volcanic and seismic-detiviy in the North Circum-Pacific Belt, submorite -geslogy of the Bering

Sea Basin, the Bering Lend iBridge, paleomagnetic studies of the Bering. Sea floor ond- od;acen!'

¥dreas, and comparétive regicnal geology of the Seward und Chukobskly Pemnsulas. '




nahoral Business. Mechines Coiporaiion, and Mobil Ofl Corporation. .

The three compenies giving grant: for the symposium «rz Atlantic Richfield Foundation, lnter-
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REMOTE SENSING

According to the Alcska Repoiting Service, the office of Governor Mille; last week reported
that program @nncuncements for the Alasko Remote Seising Symposiva wvirn mailed throughout
the Nation to 14,000 nersors having o interest in resource management and develo,amenf

The symposium will be he]d in Anchorage on, December 8 through 11. It is co-sponsored by
the Stoie of ‘Alaska and the U. S. Deportment of the Interior and ¢ under the direction of the
Depariments of gc.Jnomzc.._D'qulopmenr and Naiural Resources.

The symposium will demensirate the use of: remote sensing as the newest' developing technology |
for efficient resourca maragement. Atrborr.e remotesensing employs phorographic equipment,
infrared sensors, - radjometry «,radcr, mu}h sersor cevices and automated data reduchon ‘techniques
simultaneously to provide a comprehensive picture of the charcetéristics and resources ‘of the

-eaith.  Governor Miller wiil legd, the erogrem. as speaker at an "Ail Alaskan" banquet the first
L AR N

evening of the program.
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"The program, according > the Governor's “office, will include some of the Nurlon s leading

experts in resource develapment and monagement progroms and scientists who lead their. field in
the use of remote sensing sysrems for”resource dm‘c gu{-he(ir_ag.
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cpeckém will includs Undaisecretary of tio ln?:)rro,, Hollis Dole, Director of U.S. Geological

~SuivBy, Di. WilliAm Pacory; Dfrec"cr of .the ERCS Progrtn,’ William Fisher; Leonard Jaffe,

NASA; Df. Roberi Colewall,” University of Californic: end Dr."A. R. Barringer; of Bufrmger
Resecreh Limited' of Céinadu. ™ = i R R R 5

The symposium will drow on Alaska resource expertize cnd will include speukers stch as

“Thomas E7 &le, (omrmnloner of Ntural Résources; Frank Mirlcowski . .Commissfoner of. Economic
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"Develcpment; Dr. Mex ‘Brewer, Directés of the' A\'c.ic Rasecirch [uborafory, ‘ Joseph Fitzgerold,

Atlartic Richfield Company and Ceorge Giye, Chied, Alatka Gsology Branch. U. $. Geological
Surve
c Y e R I . - L

A meiling list was used for addressing the programs, and it is pessible that some interested
persons will fail to receive an announcement. The puol:f‘ is invited to attend, cnd they can

obtain progrem announcements by writing” “tozthe ‘Departrnsnt of Economic Deve! opment, Pouch EE,
Junaau,. Alaska %’801
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The end of the Public I_cr-d Law Review Comm.s’snoa sessidns is in sthf. ‘Interest m ‘rgé8mmenda-
tions o the Commission, and what ifs recommendations fo Congress will be, is runmng hlgh
The C?mrmssnon s report fo Co—\gress is due nexk June 30. vt i -

Cov " : N4 "

_lemq lcxw has been the most confrove.smi subject brought beforb fhe PLLRC, cmd no ‘one: knows
for sure what" the Coramission will racemmend. Severa apeb':era tzlked -6n ihe subject at the:

recent convention of the’ /’\mnr.cm Mlnmg k,ongre%s at- Scm Fﬁ:musco We are quohng the more

pertinent remarks hsra. - *° " S o
-
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U. S. Rep“esenmine a_)(nﬁ N Asp;gul, of _o}omdo, Chqirman of ihe PLLRC and a long-ﬂme
friend of mln—lng, scld

. J .
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| would be less }hnn candid if | foiled fo mention the fact that one of the most intense
points of controverzy inyolves the conditicns. under whigh minerol exploration, development,
ond prog’uciaon shooio pJocead J'bar the bas;q ‘mining law needs close review and major
revision is recogn;zed in the paper presented fo the. Pyblic Land Law Review Commlssu:m
_on behalf of your. mc{u,,fry in Jonuurv 1968, ‘wherem it was stated: .

ln 1872 90 perceni o’r' fhe land in the 11 western states was un.\urveyed and
there was no real compehng demarnds for use of the pubhc domain, Toddy,

““ess than 17 percent of the land in these states remains Unsurveyed, and there
cr_q_sfrongegr competing demands for use of he public domain.

At o*xe extreme, we have "those who, mostly out of sentiment,. would nonefhe.ess, retain the
Mining ‘Law of 1872. wnﬂ\out significant amendment, while,at the_other extreme there are
those who' would” scrag t"haf iaw in its entirety and reploce it by a system slmllcr to that
employed in the foc.sma of ofl ‘and gas reserves. In the mlddlg, we find many recommend-
ations. for modification o. the rrocedures involved in the’ 1872 Luw, while refamung the
principle of location und pment except that most, including your industry , recommend
patent to the mineruls orly, with surface righis to be obtained by purchase for use in -
.gonnection with mining activities......

The fmql significant elemenf of future mining on the pubhc fands rhaf | want to consider
this qftemoon involves the question, of the payment, if ary, that should be mode first for
fhe rlghi‘ to explore and de&elop minerals, and then for eifksr i'**" prﬂduchpn Cor’ the
acquns:hon of minercl lands or the mineral estate. it is a queshcan fhui' we are askmg in
similar forre with regard 1o 2very commodity of the public lands.
Mxlfon A Pec"l Staff Director of the Public Land Law Review Commissi on, Includsd rhese remorks
in his addres, : T T e

\x.\'u‘:;h.-t... L S 1 A LJ:';:‘:

Flrst cnd by far most lmportqri, is the aspact implied by’ the subler_t of my Mretharks and
mvolves the queﬁ:on of where cmd how, mineral exploraticn, devi Iopmert cmd' production
will rank, that is,” whet priorify “‘will it have, vis-a-vis, other public !cma usés. Our
studies have focused on the mannzr in which segments of ihe public lands ‘¢anbe desig-
nated as bsing chisfly or primarily valuabls fer some dominant use. Under mulhple-use
laws, . iand maragement acenuee are given'ihe aufhonry +o admmxsfer for chous purposes,
but no priority is osteblished in ?he ,cws rnems_e]ves.
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We have been seekmg the Fncﬂbﬂx’ry of. desxgnahng parts of the public Iands, even though

they are retalned in Federal OWHS[‘[‘)IP, as'being chleﬂy valuable| for certain’ deslgnoted

yses in given areas. |t is a dn’f:cu" tac, ot best, but a relatively SImple one 'when

you are talking about commercial tiniber” de\'elopmen. areas, recreation areas, londs

suitable for infensive agriculiure, gra?lng lands, “and so forth, until you come to
.~minerals, _For, who, lcnows wnere tne minerals are"’

There seems to be no doubt that the overwhelming opinion from the witnesses at our
meetings, as well as the views of the Advisory Council and Govemors' Representatives
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indicate a strong desire that Congress establish guidelines for priorities in ‘multiple~use ;
management . And, if the Commission is to recommend this as a general pohcy, the «. - .
question must then be answered as to the point at which you determine that mining
activrty or mmerol developmenf should be the dominant use of a porglculcr area.

" Earlier on this prOQfam you heard Ass'stcm‘ Secrefo;y Loesch relate fhe Deparrment of
the Interior recommendation that & patentee should attain "the right to use. so much of
"the surface as is necessary for mining and related activities" with ‘a ‘preference to purchase
surface rights; and Forest Service Chief Cliff expressed the recommendation of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture "to permit the holder of mineral patent (to) have the option of
purchasing,” at fcnr-mcrket value, and with, the consent.of -the agency having jurisdiction,
land wnfhm rhe rmneral pateni area actually, needed for mining and processing operations ., "

While each of these is in hormony with the ofher, none e'.ugge.'.l'c ‘who will demde how
much, if any, of the land is needed. Does. ihe mc.usfry agree that the agency having
‘jurisdietion over the fand should be required o give its consent? Can you suggest o -
statutory framework for decision as fo the surfoce area that would. be .provided, or are -
you willing 'to’ leave it to administrative dm:lehon? Can you offer us a formula, or
“at least the begianing of a foriaula on which we can work, to.provide a scientific base
for the Commission to say that for every. 5 ceres of mineral lgnd, there is needed a-
given number oF aeres ot the surfcze?. ..., .. :

There is one area, however, in which the other users have not understood and, therefore,
hgve not accepted the position advocated by the mining industry.. At meetings two weeks
wdgo tomorrow and Fndoy, of the Advjsory. Council with the Governors' Representatives -
porhcnpahng, there was not one single member other than the representatives of the
.mining indusfry supporhng the mining industry's posmon that you should not pay. murkef
“value for minerals extraziéd from i':a public lands. _

In cannection with. each commodity, we have raised several questions for the Commission's .-
“corisideration.  One of these questions has been concerned with fees and charges for all !
goods and services of the public lands, such as recreation, including hunting and flshmg,
grazing, _timber, agriculture, and oll the other uses. [n addition, we are putting to- .
gether a. staff study focusing on user fees .and charges as a separate subject so that-the -
Commlsslon can look at the overall matter, and it was fhls overull subject that was -
discussed two weeks ago..... . ' '

Wriﬂen comments or oral s?afemenfs have been received from the mogortfy of the members
“of the Advisory Council. We are urging all of them and also the Governors' Represen-
tatives to get their views in to us, particulorly in the light of earlier views submitted

. -yin connection with and discussed ot our last meeting.- An overwhelming majority of
~those:from whom we heard have taken the position that the United States should receive
for .any of the goods and services of the public lands o return.in_the nature of fair-
market valve, althzigh this need not be .in dollars and could involve other considera- -
Yions such as improvements to the land. : ,

Edward P. Cliff, Chief, Forest Service, U. S. Deparfmanf of Agnculfure, stated the posmon of
the Forest Service to be as follows: : _
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| want to reassure you the Fer-st Seivice considers minercis one the important resources
in the multiple use management of the National: Forasts. - Our cbjective is to-integrate
development and use of minerals with the use and. conzervation of the renewable surface
resources. We' fully retognize that the minerals on.these public lands are. necessary to
human needs and the economy. But we must also:yespsct, so far .as we arg-empowered
to do so, the demand for the surfuce resources, such as outdoor recreation, timber and

forage, food and habitat for wildlife,! quality water) and a pleasant environment.

“". ‘Weé do think the mining’laws' of 1872 should be ‘changed to bring them into line with
modern conditions. We have noted that our position, independently crrived at, does
' rather closely parallel the position deveioped. by your industry. There are of course some.
~ differences. ey n

In our recommendations last January to the Public Land Law Review Commission, we E
~proposed a system of exploraticn and development on public lands which will permit . i
“enough conirol by Govemmerf to: : C s

-~ Prevent po!luhon, ‘control erosion, and prowde For reclamafton and

restorction ‘of - mine~out land, and Tt S S
o S
\,r: ) - b)) S e P
-~ Provide a progrum more in harmony with the proper management -of . . ... ..
the renewable xur‘ace resources. A :7-:|:-::

o
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Another address on the samé' sub1ect was mode by Harrison Loesch, Assistant Secr,etcry, of tha .
Interior for Public Land:M=nagemeni. His remarks included the following:

AT
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1 fully recogmze that in some circles it is fashionable to call the body of Q S4 m]ning
laws a rel.c or “antique". An "anhque which is a century old and which is the vehicle
..commend it. Whun the. Aibmlc Energy Commnsslon in !‘he 1950's wos anxiously seeking to
' buy uranjum supplies, ?ha _mifting laws furnished the' Vehicle which met the need. This
example, 1 feel certom, is buy one of many whu.r\ could be cited.

The most cogent impact of the botly of U.S. mining lows if the financial incentive it
‘gives for location, prlomhon, ‘and deveiopmem, T'nere is a greater need for new - i)
supphes of minerals in the Aconomy of the ccuntry than ever before® it hes been said
that in the past 30 yeers Americans have sonsumed more minerals than:for all time previous
to that_period. Some experts un'ncnpute that in the next 30 yaars consumption will double.
_lnformecj peop!e rﬂcogmze that. miring is o high-risk’ mdushy ‘THe  amount of capital "
Investment reqmred to maké o deep level discovery and 't plt @ dine ‘nto operation is
often on the order of 15 to 20 million ¢z'~rs. | regard the incentive os fully justified.....

. '[f-ne mining laws do rot qddres.. themse]ves in’ any!’ &y Yo ‘protectior ‘of any environmental
S facets; in some cxspgc?s ﬁney ‘make provhlon for’ ¢ompeu5ohon ‘for certain domages to the
“strface whera sf is owned by another 'private paiy ' liv éontrast, our regulations require
protection and reclamation in surfece expleration and mining carried on under the - -
Mineral Leosing Acts, the Maierials Act, and the Federal Aid Highway Act. Candidly,
[ believe the time will be soon upon us when measures for the profection of resources
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incident to operations under the Unitea States mining laws will be instituted.

This is

not to suggest that there are not subsfanhal ‘segments of the mining mdusfry, deoling

~with "locatables" ond "leasables” which the not shown o positive enlightened .

_ghtitude, mumfested by concrete action, to minimize damage to lands and. the total

enVIronment

Copper, per ib.

Lead, per Ib.

Zinc, per ib.. .

Tin, per lb.

Nickel, per Ib.

Platinum, per oz.
Mercury, per flask
Antimony ore, per unit
Beryllivm powder, 98%
Chrome ore, long ton
Molybdenum conc,” per lb.
Titanium ore, per ton
Tungsten, per unit
Silver, New York, per oz
Gold, per oz.

Barjte (dritling mud grade from

E/M,i October) -
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Tin is repdrfed nearing the lnternahohal tin council's

METAL MARKET PRICES

_ Nov. 24"

51.9¢

15.5¢
16.0¢

177.5¢
$1.03°

$130-135

. $515-520
$13.39-13.62

$54-66

$31-35

$1.72
$20-21
$43.00

. 189.9¢
© $37.10
. $12-16

Month Ago

51.9¢
15.5¢
16.0¢
167.2¢
'$1.03
$120-125
$485-490

$11.25-11.47

$54-66

$31-35

S 172
$20-21

. $43.00
" 186.7¢
$40.35
$12-16

NOTES ON- METAL PRICES

"must sell" level.

level the buffer stock manager: must sell ta- hold down the market.

exlsfed in 196] and resulted in sales from rhe u.s.

stockpile.

" Indeed, many mining companies have ocrually nmproved the cqndmon i
of rhe Icnds from which minerals were removed g

Year Ago

. 42¢

- 13¢

. l4¢
166.5¢
o4
$120-125
$516-520

" $5.00-5.95

$54-66
$31-35

$1.62
$20-21
$43.00
205.0¢,
$40.15
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Upon reaching. this
A ‘similar situation

Plchnum prices raised 510 uﬂer rumors that Russm was going to withdrow from the mcrketl
After word that Russia is selling and not withdrawing, the market appeared to be seﬂimg
down wnh prices e)kpecfed to fall bcck to-the normcxl level. S

TR ~

Gold prices hxf a new low os the free-gold mcrker fell- to $36 - only one dol!ar above the

i Yofficial pnce""
viétory for the  U.s.

This virtual elimination of the two-tier gold pnce is seen as @ clear

Turkfen prices in Ewrope hove: climbed upward due to heavy demands from eastern:Europe and
. Although the GSA stockpile has served to kedp a. lid on
“theU.S. market, the European demand for wolframite has lifted the lid from:the European

\ very ‘timited” Chinese supplies.

market,
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