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EI" P&SO Natural Gas Company of E l  Pclso, Texas has opened a hardrock mineral expbration office 
and labarbtory i n  ~etckikan. Robert Falk, a 24-year. veteran with the company, wil l  heod the 
office.' John Bridges i s  the lab supervisor. A staff of six or seven people wil l  &employed 
on a year round basis. ,.. -.,. . , ..- . . . 

This last summer Ei  Paso employed 14 men for reconnaissance exploration work on Prince of Wales 
tsiand and the mainland. One property was dril led. ' The lab i s  chiefly for analyzing geochem- 
ical slream sediments collec'ted in the field. 

I . ,  

The company and i t s  many diversified interests employs over 5500 people, and i s  listed in the 
New York Stock Exchange. 

BERING SEA STUDY 
7 e * ,. \ ,  

The University of Alaska's Geophysical Institute has received grants from. three companies in 
support of a symposium next summer on the Bering Sea regions. The symposium i s  entitled, 
"The Geophysics and Geology of the Bering Sea Region" and i s  expected to attract many Russian 
and Japanese scientists as well as Canadians and Americans. 

. i 

The 'symposium i s  scheduled for June 26 through July 4 and includes field jrlps. W. Kotrnai 
National Monument, the Alaska Range, the uplands and Yukon River, and.*thsl-bsks Ra-e and 
North Slope. Invited papers to be presented i t  the symposium wil l  cover the subjects of 
volcanic and seismic- dctivity i n  the North Circum-Pacific Belt, submarine gea2ogy' of the b r i ng  
Sea Basin, the Bering Lbnd: Bridge, paleornagnetic sfudies of the Bering Sea-floor and adjacent 

'";cire~s, and compar~tive regbi~al geology of the Seward and Chukobskly Peninsulas. 



The three conpoilies givi rlq grunts for the symposium c-r-2 A: tanti c Richfieid Foundation, Inter- 
iofial Bujine;s h?~:Air!zj Cor gc~xir'ioil, ui:a .'\!bobi 1 Oi 1 Corpor~tiort . I 

- - 
>' i, 

I 

I RE;\AOSE SENSi  N G 
{ r  i - 

~ According to {he Alcska Repoii.ir?g Service, the office of Gover2o!* Miile; last week reported 
that pro~rcm. annou:-icements for the Alaska Remote Scijsing Syrnposl~e.; . ' l k r 5  nailed throughout 
the Nation to 14,090 persocs hcr/ir(g -ii interest In resou;ce management and development. 

The symposium wil! be held i n  Anchorage on, ~ecember 8 through 1 1 . It i s  co-sponsored by 
the State of 'klaskil un=I the U. S. Departmeni ~f the Iqferior and Is vader the direction of the 
Departments of EcsnomZc Develcpmeni and Nai:u:al Resources. 

- 
i he sjrnp~sit~rn wili derncnstrate the use of remote sqilsing as the newest developii~g technology 
fcr efficient resourcs nnnogemen:. AirSorr,e , ,, reri~ote--sensin~ employs photographic equipment, 
i nfxred sensors, r:~dSofi)@ry,, radar, putti--se~sor clevlces and autotnat.ed data reduction techniques 
sirnultaneousl~~ to piwid; cr cornp:chensi@ picture of i.he chomcteristics ar'd resourie;'*f the 
earth. Governor Mii ler wii! kd. . . fhs. , pi.qr<c:m . . cs speaker at an "Ail Alaskan" banquet the first 

% :  l ' . ,  
evening of the program. 

> r  

Thc program, according t 3  ::ie ~ o v e r n o j s  ofiice, wl l  i include some of the hai;dnts ' ieding 
experts f n  resolrrce Jsve:?pment and managemai~t programs and scientists who lead their field in 
the use o; remots son;;ng sy;tcms for Tasourcc data gafhering. 

- 
Speakers -, will includ? Undasecre?a~f o!: ti]? I ntsiio;, blol l i s  . . Do!e; Director of U. S . Geological 
Sv;vty, Bi, Wii Ti.irn Pzcoh; Bfret:c.r o i  the ERGS FrcqrC1:;l, W i l f h  Fisher; Leonard Jaffe, 
NAS.4; D;. P\oliTri.. Co!we! j ,. f!Jai\le~~i>. t:f C~I i for i i :~ :  en4 D:. A. R . Barringer;' bf Burringer 
~2se&i.& 'kirnf terf ' of Cc~ncrdu. ; r .  

The symposium will draw 07:  A13ska resource e::pt;-3iee c;d wil l  incl~tde speakers svch as 
I' - T h s r n ~ s  E.' Kc[ly, C:omrnis.iioner ai: Wrurcii Aesovrces; i-'iank .Mi&bwski, Cornmis~Ioner of. Economic 

, - 
~ev&Ic.&ant; Dr. Mox Brzwar Dire :t&r cf i he' .&ctic Peserirch l a k ~ ~ r d c k ) t ;  Joseph Fitrgemld, 
A:lan~ic Richficld Conpsny aid G.scargc (3,yc, C!-.ie;, Alaska Gst)iogy Brarich. U. S. Geological 

A m ~ ! l i n > ~  iist vms used for crddressir~ the prwdrams, and i t  i s  p ~ ~ s i i i e  that some interested . . - 
peisons wi l l  fc i i i  receive an ani?orrncerncni. The puhir, Ys invited to attend, i g d  they can 
okta!n Fi.rJgl72fIl ar?novncaments by wriiing ~-o:lhe 'Deparimanf of Ecurmmic Deve!oprnent, Pouch EE, 
Juneau,. Alcskw 33801. 

a > . . I , .  . -, 

The end of the Public iacd LGW Review Con?mission sess;ons i s  i n  sight. Interest in re'Bdmmertda- 
tions $0 the Comm.ission, and what i t s  recornmendations to Congress will be, i s  running high. 
The ~prnrqirsion's rzp;rt to Coongress i s  due next June 30. ' ' 

1- ' . ', ,% ,,\ : . , , * . " *  

2 .  

Mining law hcs been the rrrcst caistruversini subiec: brought before +he PLLRC, and no one knows 
"'?&- .. seC; . whaf'the Comr,:~zsion w3iil r2cornn;end. Several sp&itei;s tclked on ihe subject at the, 

rece,-d- cori'vention of the i h e r l c a . ~  Mining Zungre~s at Saii Ffkincisco. We are quoting the more 
> ,  

pertinent remarks hcr.2. . . 
.I .' * 

-2- 



. .  . - : ! '  ' -' 7 , 

U . S . Reprzsenfili ise .',l'a~(ne ij . ~ : ~ i & i  l of Cc!orudo, Chairman of r h i  PLLRC and, a long;ime 
friend of mining, said , , . ,',,., 

\ 

- ,  4 
I would be less' than candid if i fc!ited to mention the fact that one of the most intense 
points of.-controveey iqvolves the concliticns under which mineral exploration, development, 
and producfion ri;~uld prockd. That (.hi basis mining low needs close review and major 
revision i s  recognized in  the paper presented to the Public Land Law Review C ~ m i r r i o n  . . 
on behalf of you.r-;,n+"tv in. Jcnuary 1968, wherein it wcs stated: 

, ! L a , * .  ! '  4 .  

1 .  

In 1872, 90' $ & c e n i ~ f  the  lanJ in  the 1 1 western skater was unrutveyed orid , , ,- ,. 
there was ho ieal competing demands for use of the public domain. Toddy, A 4 

jess than 17 iercent of the !and Ii? these states remains unsurveyed, a d  there 
are stronger cornpetii'ig demands ~ C I -  use of ;he public dwn~in .  

. , .- 
At  one e;:treme, we haye those who, mostly out of sentiment, would nonetheless, retain the 
Mining Law of 1872 without significant amendment, while.at :he other extreme there are 

b 

those who wovld:s,c~a~ ... fhqt iaw ir! Its entirety and replace-it by a systsm simijar to that 
emplq+ed i n  the !&+ihz of o i l  and gas reserves. 1'1 the rd;adlp, ' y e  find many recommend- 

( , ) I  < J  

ations, for rnodif id~t io~ of the ~rqcedures involved in' the 1872 ,'~uw, while retaining the 
principle of !occ;iion cnd patent, except that most, includirig 'your i ildustry , recommend 
patent to the minerals or.:y, with surZace righis to bo obtained by purchase lbr use in '  

, conneqlion with mi fling activities. . . . . . 
, - 

The f inal  significant element of future mining on the public"lands that I want to consider 
thi~~p'fternaon involves the qvesi.!o~ of the payment, i f  any, that shoufd be mbde first for 
the, right to explore and deveiop minemls, and then for r::l,zr !!-::in I;rduci.\pn?%r the 
acquisition of mineral lands' or the mineral estate. it is a questi n tbt w& are asking i n  
similar fonn with rep~rci i o  .\!ety con indd i~  of the puhiic lands. C 

i 
~irst ,  cnd by Tcr ma5t importai:f, is the Q S ~ ~ C +  implied by the su j e ~ t  of viyi're'*arks and 
involves .the quesiion.oF where and how mirnral oxplorcticn, dev'loprnent, dnd'ptoduction 
wi l l  rank, that is,. w h d  priorify w i l l  i t  have, 4s-a-"is, other p blic land us&. ' Our 
studies have focus~d on the man;;$r in which segments of rhe pub i c  lands -'cbnl.be desig- 

.,., nated ns being chief:y or primoriiy, vo luahl~ for-some dominant us . Under multiple-use 
laws, imd ma~agment agencies are given ihe authority :o adrninlst~r For qarious purposes, . "  .,,, 
but no pr ior iv I s  ~stcblished in the Isws ihemselves. 

A ;  " 

. >,,,.? ' . . I  

Mil ton .&. Pearl, staff ~ i r e c t o r  of the ~ k b l i ~  Land Law Review Comm . / 

in his &dress: 
8 

s. , I 1  I 

P 1 

We have been sezkins iha feasibility I , o i  designating pmts of the ublic la id i t '  &en though 
they are retained i n  Fcderal ow!lerrhip, c;s 'being chiefly valuable for certain 'designated 
uses i n  given areur. I t  & o diff;aulf tosl$, or best, but o relatively simplti,ond when 
you are talking about commercial' t i i i~ l je i  dkvclopment areas, recreation area$ lands 
suitable for inrensive ugriculture, giasiny lands, and so forth, until you come to 

-.minerals, -For, who know where ,- l i ' - 1 7  :he ,-- nlinerals are? 
1 n . a  \ ,  . -, .., 

oion, includsd, these remarks 
;, i 

.,.:i- 

I 

I There seems to  bc no doubt that fke overwhelming opinion from the witne:ses'at 6ur 
I , meetings, as well as the \/ic\.vs of the Aclvisoiy Councii and Governors' Representatives 



indicate a strong desire that Congress establish guidelines for priori!ies i n  mu)tiple-use 
management. And, i f  the  omm mission i s  to recornmerid this-as a geneml polisy, the . 
question must then be answered as to the point at which you determine that mining 
activity or mineral development should be the dominant use of a particular area. 

Earlier on this program, you heard' Assistant Secretary Loesch relate the Department of 
the Interior recommendation that ci patentee should attain "the right to use so much of 
the surface as i s  necessary for mining and related activities" with a preference to purchase 
surface rights; and Forest Service Chief Clif f  expressed the recommendation of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture "to permit the holder of mineral patent (to) have the optiop of 
purchasing, at fair-market value, and with the consent of the agency having jurisdiction, 
land within 'the mineral patent area actually needed for mining and processing opemtions." 

While each of these i s  in'harmonY with the other, none suggests who w i l l  decide how 

~ much, i f  any, of the land i s  needed. Does ihe inclustry agree that the. agency having 

I jurisdiction over the !and should be iaequired ro give its consent? Can you suggest a 
statutory framewofk fo; decision as to the surface area that would be provided, or are 
you will ing to leave i f  to administrative discretion? Can you offer us a formula, or 
at least the beginning o? a foroni\uia on wCyicl? we can work, +o provide a scientific.hcrse 
for the Commission to scy that f ~ t  away 5 dcres or' rniireral land, there i s  needed a 
given number of ccres of the surfcce ?. . , . . . , 
There i s  one area, however, i n  which the other users have not understood and, therefore, 
have not accepted the pozition advocated by the mining industry. At meetings two weeks 

" dgo tomorrow and ~ r idcy ,  of ?he Aclvisory Councii with the Governors' Representatives 
participating, there was not one single member otk,er than the representatives of the 
mining ind"rtry supporting the mining industry's pbrition that you should not pay market- 

' value for minerals extrakfbd from I I ; ~  public lands. 

I I n  connection with.,pach commodity, we have raised several questions for -the  commission's: :, . . '  
consideration. One d'these quejtions has been concerned with fees and charges for a l l  ' 3 

goods and services of the public lands, such as recreation, including hunting and fishing, 
grazing,..timber, agriculture, and al l  the other uses. In addition, we are putting to- , 

.. gether a staff study focusing on user fees and charges as a separate subject so that the ' 

Commission can look at the overall matter, and it was this overall subject that was , 

discussed, two weeks ago. . . . . . 
Written comments or oral statements have been received from the majority of the members 
-of the Advisory Council. We are urging a l l  of them and also the Governors' Repreren- 
tatives to get their views in to us, particularly i n  the light of earlier views submitted 

. . ,in connection with and discussed at our last meeting. An overwhelming majority of 
. those-'from whom w.9 heard have taken the position that the United States should receive 
for ,anji of the goods and services of the public lands a return i n  the nature of fair- 
market value, altb;;e32~ this need not be i n  dollars and could involve other considera- 
tions such as improvements to the land. , 

Edward P. cliff, Chief, Forest Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture, stated the position of 
the Forest Service to be as follows: 

-4- 



I want to reassure you the F c r . s ~  Ser~ice cor~sjders millel-cis o;la the 'lmprtcn'r resources 
in the multiple use managenlent of the Nationat Forasts. Our objective i s  to integrate 
development and use of mlnetats wtt.hs the use and consan+ation of the renewable surface 
resources. We fui!y recognize :that ?he minerafs on : these pub1 ic l~nds are necessary to 
human needs and the economy. But we must alsoxssspsct, so f ~ r  6s we. are empowered 
to do so, the demand for the surfcce resources, such as outdoor recreatfon, timber and 
forage, food and habitat for wi Qltfe,' . -  %iality . . water) and a pleasant environment. 

" +  We'do think the rn?gingtlaws of 1872 should be ahcnged to bring them into line with 
modern conditions. We have noted that our poiition, independently orrived gt, does 
rather closely puralle1 the position deveiopoci. by your industry, There are of course some 
differences. . /  

In our recommendatiorrs last January to the Public Lund Law Review Commission, we 
proposed a sysfsm of e~plora~icn and development on public lands which wil l  permit 
enough confro! by C3overnmer.t to: . . 

-- Prevent pollution, control erosion, and provide for reclamation and - 

reskxcrtion of J mi ne-out land, and . - , ! ,  
- I . , -- Provide a prqrum more in harmony with the proper rnanylernent *of 1 ;  ,- ,, 

the I-enewable su&ce re* a ~ ~ r ~ e ~ .  : , .  - , :  

; .  " 
.J . ,,- 1 

Another address on !he ramd' subject wcs made by Harrison Loesch, Assistant Sesretay,of thq 
lnterior for Public Land M~tlsgemen?. His remarks included the following: . > , t 

, \ 
, 1 1  i. ' 

I fully recogt~irs that Tn some circles ii i s  fashioncble to call the body of 4J.S.) mining 
lorn a "relic" or "antique". An "antiqueM which i s  a cenp~ry old and which i s  the vehicle . 
for pi-oviding so much of the m:nerais'v;taJ ;-o oui- economy and way of life h a  much to 

, commend it. When the Atomic Energy Commission i n  the 1950's was anxiousiy seeking to 
' buy '&anir)m supplies, 'ihe minins' layvs furnished the ' i i 'kicie which met the need. This 

example, I feel certain, i s  bh one of many whicil'&uM be cited. 

The most *cogent impact ,of the bo-?-J c-T .S. miriing laws i f  the financial incentive i t  
2 k-'( . 8 

, gives foi location, e$plon:tion, and davs!apmeni.: Tkere i s  a greater need for new ' ' 
i: ' < 

supplier of rninem!~ in tne acofio&i o f  tho c~~lnt iy  $h& ever before. I t  hcs been said 
that in the past 30 yecrs0Ame:icans have r,onsumed more minerals than for all time previous 
to that,?period. Some expefls unticipote that in the next , . I  30 ;ears consumption wil l  double. 
l nformd 'people recd&ire :ha! mining ,- i s  a high-risl; ind#ustr)r. THe dmount of capita! " 

I 
investment required'io ma!& a dezp !eve1 discwery hxl tk +t a mine 'into operation i s  
often on the order of '15 to 23 rnillios, r " ? : ' ~ ' : ~ .  I regad the incentive ccs fully justified.. . . . 

. ' '?-I 
, ~ ( l e  mining Iavs (lo rot  flress themsejvkr in atiy yby"to protticiioii of any snvironmentd 

7 
facets; in somc ,otp~cts thei'rnoke piivision for compensation for certain dc~mages to the 

C r ,.. , >%Y . 
'. surface w h o r ~  it i s  owed 6; clnoihet private paFi9: In' csntrast, our regulations require 

protection and reclrrnclticsn in  surface explox-tion and min?ng curried on under the 
Mineral Leasiirg Acts, the MatcrJci:~ Act, and the Federal Aid Highway Act. Candidly, 
I believe the time wifl be soon iipcsn us. when measures fa; the protection of resources 



incident to operations under the Unitea States mining laws wi l l  be instituted. This i s  
not to suggest that there are not substantial segments of the mining industr);, dealing ' 

with "locatables" and "leasables" which have not shown a positive e$lightened . 

attitude, manifested by concrete action, to minimize damage to land; i n $  the total 
environment. ' Indeed, many mining companies have actually improved the ~ g ~ d i t i o n  , 

Ll- 
,of the lands from which minerals were removed .' 

METAL MARKET PRICES 
* 

Nov. 24 Month Ago Year Ago 

. t 

Copper, per lb. 
Lead, per Ib. 
Zinc, per Ib.. , 

Tin, per Ib. 
Nickel, per Ib. 
Platinum, per oz. 
Mercury, per flask 
Antimony ore, per unit 
Beryl l ium powder, 98% 
Chrome ore, long ton 
Molybdenum conc, per Ib. 
Titanium ore, per ton 
Tunqsten, .,per unit 
Silver, New York, per oz. . 

Gold, per oz. 
Barjte,(dril I ing mud k gmde J . .  from . . 

' E/M.J o ct~b+)  
4 , I .. . :. '..s . . ' .  

, I i' .. NOTES ON METAL PRICES . ) X  - 
-. 

Tin is-reported nearing the interndti.ohai t in council's "must sell" level. Upon reaching this 
I 

level the buffer stock makgsr must sell to hold down the market. A similar situation 
existed i n  1961 and resulted i n  sales from the U.S. stockpile. 
' I ,  

Platinum prices raised $10 after rumors that Russia was going to withdraw from the market, 
After word that Russia i s  selling and not withdrawing, the market. appeared to be settling 
down with prices ekpected to fall back to the normal level. - ,. 

. I  

Gold prices hit a new 'low as the free-gdd market fell %to $36 - only one dollar above the 
; "official price"; This virtual elimination of the two-tier gold price is seen as a clear 
victory for theL U.S. 

'l!utkfeniprices i n  Europe have climbed upward due to heavy demands from eastern Ebrope and 
' e  very .limited-Chinese supplies. Although the GSA stockpile has served to keep a lid on 

the : U ;S. market, the European demand for wolframite has lifted the l id  from the European 
mark&. I ! I  , 


