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BILLS TO CHANGE THE MINING Lf%W 
: .  , 
I n  add i t i an  t o  i s sues  i n  connection w i t / ;  po i lu t ion ,  environment, r ~ c l m a t i o a , ,  ,Hafive land 
claims b t l l s ,  etc. ,  the mining industry 2.8 aligo,*rry concerned qbo,ad the  .in+vlCa.ble, ap- 
proaahing changes t o  the basic mining law whtch governs fhe:acguis+,trion of minlng claims 
on public langs. - The t h r e e  moat important Cangressionak bE;%Zs. in * i s  regard a t  t he  mo- 
ment 'are'(1) S. 981 by Senatas Jackson, (2)  S.2542 by Senat0r.s Bibfce, hlJ.ott, and Moss , 
(H.R. 10640 by Representatives Aspinall and HcClure is identical) ' , '  and (3) an ~ & i n i t r e r a -  
t i o n  b i l l  not ye t  i n t r o d ~ c e d  st the  t h e  of wri t ing.  . . 

i 1 
, , 

me least 'favora6le o f  & e e e  b i l l s  is S. 921, which would c r m $ f e t ~ ~ ~  . r epea l  t h e  present  
, 

claim-?taking prq&durei and s u b s t i t u t e  a leasing and ~ a n p e t i t ~ i v e  bidpling system f o r  ac-  
qui r ing  hard rock minerals.  Inc identa l ly ,  t h i s  b i l l  would deny the  S ta te  .of Alaska its,,, 
present  90% share of Pederal r e c e i p t s  Erm lnirkrcal leasing,  including o f 1  r ece ip t s :  Hear- 
ings  on 5.921 a r e  schedules f o r  Anchorage and Fairbanks Nov. 19 and 22, 

The most favorable o f  the  three  b i l l s  i s  S,2542,  This b i l l  genera l ly  follows the  recorn- 
mendations of  the  Public Land Law Review @&ission. The PLLRC recommendations were 
w r i t t e n  aft ,er  f i v e  years' study and the  expenditure of $7 million,. These recommqndaqioq8 

. were inteqd@d ,by Caniress . rb  be guidzl lnes  for fu tu re  public  land policies,  Under S.2542 ,  
' p r e s e n f l j e ~ i s t i n ~  v a l i d  claims would .be proract,ed i f  a dec la ra t ibn  of i n t e r e s t  is f i l e d '  
or--p+tenf applied for withfn'--dertain t i m e  limfis. New cbaims staked under 23.2542 would 

'be up t o  80 aexei with  no driiinctkdn bet ieen  lade  and placer and ng e x t r a l a t e r a l  r i g h t s .  
No discovery would be required. Assesanent work requirements would be $5 per acre pe2' 

' 

year  for the f i r s t  5 years, $10 f a r  the  second 5 years, $15 ' for  the t h i r d ,  and $20 aft@r 
15 years. Cash i d ' l i e u  of assessment could be paid. A bond would be required as a guar- 
antee  of no undue damage t o  the environment. 

S.2542 provides f o r  pa ten t s  i f  (a) a discovery ~f ccrmmereially valuable minerals  i s  made: 
or (b) a developaaent plan f o r  the  claim f a  approved by the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r .  
The patent  wauld al low surface  use of  the  land only for necessary mining purposes, and 
misuse would cause t h e  land t o  r e v e r t  t o  the  U.S. A royal ty  o f  2% of the  mine value of 



BILLS TO CHANGE THE 141NING LAW (continued) 

minera ls  sold but  not g r e a t e r  than 5% of t h e  net mining i n c m e  would be required. Mipe 
value i s  defined a s  the  p r i c e  received l e s s  c o s t s  of processing, t ranspor t ing ,  e tc .  Mining 
claims would be recorded with t h e  Bureau of Land Management and BLM would be required t o  
keep mining clain: l o c a t i o n  records and make them ava i l ab le  t o  the  public. 

The Administration b i l l  was d ra f t ed  by the  Department of the  I n t e r i o r ,  approved by t h e  White 
House, and w i l l  be introduced soon i n  both Houses. It provides f o r  a l i cens ing  and permit 
system. Presently e x i s t i n g  claims would be protected i f  recorded with I n t e r i o r  wi th in  one 
year  and patent  applied f o r  wi th in  t h r e e  yea r s  a f t e r  recording. Under t h i s  b i l l ,  t he  Sec- 
r e t a r y  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  could withdraw any public  lands t h a t  he o r  o the r  department heads 
wish closed t o  mineral e n t r y  f o r  conservation o r  o the r  purposes considered t o  be higher 
than mining. 

Under the  Administration b i l l ,  no person could prospect on publ ic  lands  withact  f i r s t  
obtaining a prospecting l icense .  This l i c e n s e  would be subjec t  t o  I n t e r i o r  r egu la t ions  
including p roh ib i t ion  of any s i g n i f i c a n t  disturbance of the  land surface, p ro tec t ion  of  
environment, no production, e tc .  The l i c e n s e  would be f o r  a period of two years, but  re- 
vocable a t  any time f o r  v i o l a t i o n  of any of i t s  terns .  

A p e r n i t  would be required f o r  t h e  exclusive r i g h t  t o  explore, develop and/or produce i n  a 
spec i f i ed  a rea  not l a r g e r  than 640 acres,  although permits f o r  a maximum of 32 square miles 
might be obtained i n  any one s t a t e .  Permits would be f o r  a period of f i v e  yea r s  and renew- 
a b l e  once f o r  an 'addzrional  f i v e  years. A permit r e n t a l  would be charged of $5 per  ac re  
per  year  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  years  and $10 f o r  the  second f i v e  years. Explorat ion expenses 
could be credi ted  toward h a l f  t h e  r e n t a l  and r o y a l t i e s  toward a l l  of it. 

A patent  could be obtained under t h e  Ach in i s t r a t i sn  b i l l  upon production o r  upon a showing 
of a commercial mineral  deposit: s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  Secretary. Patent r e n t a l  would be $5 
per  ac re  per  year  o r  t h e  royal ty  on production, whichever i s  t h e  grea ter .  The patent  would 
be cancelled when mining is f in i shed  o r  the  ground is  abandoned. The royal ty  would be not 
l e s s  than 32 of the  gross  value of the  minera ls  mined a s  determined by t h e  Secretary. A 
land l e a s e  a t  market value would be required f o r  surface  use i n  connection with t h e  mining. 

The Administration b i l l  provides t h a t  t h e  l i c e n s e s  and permits  could be cancelled a t  any 
t i m e  f o r  any breach of  terms, condit ions,  o r  regula t ions .  m r t h e r ,  the  Secretary could 
s t o p  explora t ion  o r  production a t  any time i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of conservation, but  he could 
a l s o  reduce t h e  roya l ty  o r  r e n t a l  t o  promote t h e  development of  a mine t h a t  otherwise 
could not operate. He could requ i re  ccmpeti t ive bidding f o r  permits  where he be l i eves  
ccmmercial depos i t s  e x i s t  o r  where two p a r t i e s  apply f o r  permits f o r  the  same area on t h e  
same day. 

LAND LAW REV IS I ON HEARINGS 

Final  scheduling of  wi tnesses  f o r  land law r e v i s i o n  hearings w i l l  t ake  p lace  during November. 
These w i l l  be the  most important public  hearings t o  take  place i n  Alaska s ince  t h e  I n t e r i o r  
Department's sess ion  on impact of t h e  North Slope o i l  pipel ine.  The Senate I n t e r i o r  and 
Insu la r  Af fa i r s  Corni t tee  w i l l  hold ' cour t '  i?ov. 19 i n  Anchorage and Nov. 22 i n  Fairbanks. 
This t i m e  t h e  hearings a r e  on proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  r ev i s ing  the  Public Land Laws. A_ 
maior suggested change i s  Sen. ~ a c k s o n ' s  proposal t o  r epea l  t h e  Mining Law of 1872. With 
95 percent  of t h e  land i n  Alaska sti l l  under f ede ra l  ownership, any changes i n  the  Public 
Land Laws would l i k e l y  have d i r e c t  e f f e c t  on the  s t a t e .  Final  arrangements f o r  t h e  list 
of  witnesses and t imes a r e  now being made through Sens. Gravel and Stevens o f f i ces .  
(Alaska From The Ins ide  10-19-71) 



MINING ASSCCIATIm CCNVENTION 

The 77th Anbual Convention of the  Northwest 1-lining As.sociation'wil1 be held on December 3rd 
and 4th, 1971 a t  t h e  Devenport Hotel i n  Spokane, Washington. Gold, s i l v e r ,  uranium, lead, 
z ine  and copper w i l l  be fea tured  a s  well  a s  a l l  aspects  of public  r e l a t ions .  fndustry 
' i n t e r e s t  ih 'conservat ion ,  na tu ra l  beauty and a i r  and water pur i ty  w i l l  rece ive  increased 
a t t en t ion .  Technological advances i n  mining, metallurgy and geology w i l l  provide the  
s c i e n t i f i c  foundation f o r  the  convention a s  i n  the  past.  (Wyoming 14ining.Association 
10-22-71) 

- 
. , . . 

AERCMAGNETIC SURVEY PRCGRESS , 

The Division is  sorry  t o  ahounce  t h a t  t h e ' a e r m a g  maps have not been received todate. 
However, a s  announced i n  e a r l i e r  Bul le t ins ,  we a r e  compiling a mail ing l i s t  f y r  s a l e  
notices.  When we know pos i t ive ly  when t h e  f i r s t  s a l e  can be held and what maps w i l l  be 
ava i l ab le  a t  t h a t  sa le ,  we w i l l  mail out  s a l e  no t i ces  g iv ing the  exact  pa r t i cu la r s .  

The l a t e s t  l a r g e  withdrawal proposals a r e  by the  National Park Service with regard t o  the  
Glacier  Bay National Pfonument, which i s  present ly  open t o  miging. The Monument i s  genera l ly  
cons5dered' t o  have an exce l l en t  mining potent ia l .  The proposals a r e  t o  (1) e s t a b l i s h  a 
2,210,600 ac re  wilderness area  wi th in  t h e  I~lonument, o r  (2) designate the  I4onument a s  a 
nation31 park. Hearings w i l l  be held November 17 t o  20 i n  Anchorage and Juneau. h r t h e r  
infonnktion; maps, plans, etc. ,  can be obtained from the  '1gational Park Service, Room 376 
Federal Building, Anchorage; Alaska 99510. (This a r t i c l e  was a l s o  published i n  our October 
i s s u e  of the  Mines Bullet in.  ) 

I :  . 

COAL 'FIRES 

Two of t h e  worst environmental problems connected with coal - - f i res  i n  coal  mine re fuse  
p i l e s '  and land subsidence over undermined areas--are the  s u b j e c t s A o f  two Bureau of  Mines 
r e p o r t s  j u s t  published by t h e  Department of the  In te r io r .  Both are on s a l e  a t  t h e  GOV-' 

ernment P r in t ing  O2f ice. 
r > 

The r e p o r t s  descr ibe  t h e  v a r i e t i e s  of p'sllution, property damage, and t h r e a t s  t o  public  
h e a l t h  and sa fe ry  t h a t  a r e  caused by burning heaps of  coal  mine waste, and by land surface  
subsidence t h a t  can fol low the  co l l apse 'o f  e a r t h  and rock surrounding underground mine 
voids. Envitonrnental safeguards and r e p a i r  techniques t h a t  can be used f o r  p ro tec t ion  
aga ins t  the  harmful e f f e c t s  of subsidence and burning coal  r e fuse  a r e  a l s o  reviewed. 

Coal f i r e s  a r e  burnidg i n  severa l  of Alaska's coal  f i e l d s .  I n  ,Alaska t h e  coa l  f i r e  o f t e n  
i g n i t e s  t h e  turidra.'and sets f o r e s t  f i r e s .  Becau6e o S  the  genera& i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  of f o r e s t s  
i n  Alaska, t h e  BLM has  an ' e ~ ~ e n s i v e  job of pu t t ing  <he-se . f i r e s  out. One such coal  f i r e  is 
burning i n  the  Nenana field' south of Fairbanks. Driring'fhe summer season of  1971 t h e  
Bureau of I4ines made a t rench - 450 f e e t  long and 30 f e e t  deep i n  an e f f o r t  t o  put out  a 
coal  f i r e  , t h a t  has been responsib le  t o r  severa l  f o r e s t  f i r e s .  (Dept. of I n t e r i o r  9-7-71) 

* \ ,  , I  

, .< - 

The Senate I n t e r i o r  C a m i t t e e  has  scheduled hearings on proposals t o  r egu la te  surface ,,, 
mining f o r  Nov. and 17. Pending b i l l s  a r e  S. 77, S. 630, S. 983, S. 1160, S. 124.0, 
S. 1498 and S. 2455. Cn-site inspect ions  and f i e l d  hearings w i l l  be conducted a f t e r  t h e  
f i r s t  of t h e  year  and most l i k e l y  during t h e  spring. (American Mining Congress 10-3-71) 



SURFACE MINED CQAL 

According t o  Carl E. Bagge, President of the  National Coal Association, almost one-third 
'of the   ati ion' s e l e c t r i c  power i s  produced by coal- f i red e l e c t r i c  generating plgnts. 

, ~ 

Three-fourths o f - t h e  surfacelnined coal goes t o  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s .  Without coal  from 
surface-mines; m&y cfomonities would suf fe r  brown-outs or  black-outs due t o  the  cu r t i x i -  r 

ment of e l e c t r i c  power generation. 
, 'J-! 

Bagge s ta ted '  tha t .  i t  would be r id iculous  fo r  Congress t o  give ser ious  consideratioh t o  
prohibit ing surface-mining. Results of s tudies  made by t he  NCA s t a f f  include the  following: 

1. Surface-mined coal oroduction to ta led 264 mil l ion . tons  i n  1970, o r  44 per cent of the  
t o t a l  602 .9  mill ion' toos of bituminous coal and l i g n i t e  production? ficnning.14ining r l  . 

'Asyociation 10-22-71) , , ", .. -,. .- 
- I  I I .  , L 

. . . . / .  ...' . ' .  > . . . !  . , .: . . . 
. . 

MINE SAFETY' . .+ ; ,., ::. .: ....: ; ,; . . ,. .. 
" \ '  . I ,  :. 

.. .. . . ' 

A chance t o  make 1971 the  sa fes t  ever f o r  American coal miners could be l o s t  unless an a l l  
out e f fo r t  is made t o  curb i n j u r i e s  and f a t a l i t i e s ,  tt5-e.Director of the  In t e r i o r  Depart- 
ment's Bureau of Mines has warned. ( , > ,  : :. 

1 ' 

* 

Bureau Director Elburt P: phbborn cal led fo r  greater  cooperation from a l l  c6ncerz6d ' &ifink 
the opening a t  Denver, ,ColQrido, 02 a two-day public meeting on the  Dep&ent ' S , ; ~ ~ ~ ~ Q V C C &  

ment o f  the  Federal Coal ldne  Health and Safety Act of 1969. The meeting W ~ S  'secbnd'fn a 
s e r i e s  ordered by 4ecretary of the  In t e r i o r  Rogers C. B. Norton t o  obtain ihforkstton and 
recommendations t h a t  can strengthen administration of the  law. 3 ; I . .  

. 1 '  . 1 %  ,' 1 

Osborn noted t ha t  the  f i r s t  seven months of t h i s  year saw the.1owee.l: numb'ar of 'ko?il mine 
f a t a l i t i e s  - 114 - and the  lowest f a t a l i t y  r a t e  - 0.73 per mi l l ion  man-hours of exposure - 
fo r  any comparable period i n  recorded coal  mine history.  

'.I.  - ' - 1' 
"Cle+rly, " Osborn added, "the ' ~ u r e a u  of l i ne s ,  s t a t e  mining deparh&$s41 , k n e  . .. iph*agemepf , - i 
an! mine workers - a l l  of us - must work-together t o  do better ."  

-,, ., rr,;, . ., - . i ' i  I., 

After describing i n  some d e t a i l  the  enforcement, educational, and.reiearch effokts 'o&-the 
Bureau, Osborn announced a new "complete winter a l e r t "  procedure he ,ha s  ordered-as a -pre -  

j -  rc: 
cautjon,egainst  the  d i s a s t e r s  which h i s t o r i ca l l y  occur from October through March. h r i n g  

>ns r! 
t he se"  ex t ra  dangerous months, he said, "inspectors'  vacations w i l l  be curtai l id. .  an5 . ' to 
theqxgent  possible,.we w i l l  have a l l  f i e l d  people on permanent a l e r t  s tatus: iv, .  

.r ' : 
I n  ' (  

In  a fbgthkr move towdrd greater  safety,  Osborn said, t h e  Bureau is cooperatings!&ith S t a t e  
m i n i ~ g  deparrtplents and with industry management and labor i n  the  'host  comprehensivg " , -i : J gt tack  
i n  baa:! mine his tory"  on deaths and i n j u r i e s  caused by f a l l s  of roof, the  leading cauhe of 
accidental  deaths i n  'coal mines. Osborn al-60 noted tha t ,  the  Bureau r'ecen'tly increased t he  
number,&,:its coal mine safe ty  d i s t r i c t s  krirbm , , i s *  f i v e  t o  nipe- + ,  i n  prder t o  b e t t e r  equalize the  
mine ingpcFcf i on  workload. - 

I , ' :  I I 

~sb'orn noted a l s o  t h i t  the Bureau has s i b s t a n t i a l l y  increasedzthe number bf c6al  & h e '  
inspections made t h i s  year. During the  calendar year 1970, the  f i r s t  year the  law was 
i n  e f fec t ,  the  Bureau made 10,861 inspections, he-.said. Between January 1 and August 21 
of t h i s  year, 15,169 inspections, including spot-.qhecks, ,.;; , have been made and t he  number of 
inspections per week has increased ',I20 per cent oyer the  1970 weekly average. (Western 

. I  . - ,. 
Xining News 9-24-71) , : I-, - - 

-. .. 



COAL I4INE TRAINING PRCGPAM 

The Bureau of Mines announced i t  w i l l  ozfer  an education and training.program f o r  mining 
indust ry  personnel, s t a t e  mining regula tory  agency persannel and labor  union o f f i c i a l s  
which w i l l  correspond with the  current  program fo r  new coal  mine enforcement inspec to r s  
and w i l l  f ea tu re  t r a i n i n g  i n  rooE contro l ,  ven t i l a t ion ,  e l e c t r i c i t y  and heal th.  The 
course-,wiPl l a s t  about e i g h t  weelcs and t h e r e  w i l l  be no enrollment o r  t u i t i o n  cosh. The 
f i r s t  course s t a r t e d  Oct. 14 i n  Beclciey, \lest Virginia, and o thers  wLll be announced l a t e r .  
In te res ted  persons should contac t  the  Office of the  D i s t r i c t  Manager, Coal Eiine Health and 
Safety, D i s t .  4, Pi t ,  Hope, :Test Virginia. (Management Digest 10-1-71) 

SKAG~A~AY ' S SHIPPIX€> 'ASSURED 

While the  Yukon Ter r i . to ry t s  mining boom has been a source of jealousy and f rus t rak ion  fo r  
Alaskad miners, i t s  s t a t u s  a s  a source of shipping wealth t o  Skagway seems assured f o r  
f u t u r e  Canadian ore  shipments. Albert  P. Friesen, president  of t h e  \Jhite Pass and Yukon 
Bailway, made t h a t  c l ea r ,  i n  a recent  v i s i t  t o  the  Southeastern por t  c i ty .  

R a i l  c o s t s  a r e  about t en  times shipping costs ,  estimated Friesen. With the  d is tance  from 
Whitehorse t o  Skagway only about one-sixth of the  d is tance  t o  Prince Rupert, and one-tenth 
oE the  r a i l  t r i p  (1,100) mi les  between Whitehorse and Vancouver, the  savings a r e  c ruc ia l .  
I n  addit ion,  Skagway i s  two days c l o s e r  t o  Japan -- a major market f o r  Yukon o r e s  -- by 
ocean f re igh te r .  (Alaska From The Ins ide  10-19-71) 

CCEY2f4UNICATIONS I N  IdIMING 
, 

A number of speakers toolc the  mining industry t o  t a sk  during the  1971 Americaniviinltng 
Congress show i n  Las Vegas, f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  t e l l  i t s  story--environmentally s p e a k i d p - t o  
t h e  American public. Colorado Congressman l'ayne Aspinal l  urged the  indust ry  t o  be more 
aggressive i n  d i s t r i b u t i n g  f a c t u a l  information and seeking support from legislators. He 
concluded: "Ifryou should be successful  i n  g ~ n i n g  ' th is  type of support same ba1&1nee may 
then be brought t o  a (lamaking.) process t h a t  is  now heavily weighted'against your - inter-  

I I es ts . .  . Said Nevada Congressman l l a l t e r  Baring: "I am c r i t i c a l  of  some of your pas t  
p rac t i ces  and what t o  me appears t o  be a l n c k ~ , o f  in. terest  aad response. I n  t h e  l a s t -  ' 
ana lys i s  you hold the  key t o  the  Zuture use of these  lands. ' I f  you -don't guard and pirotect 

. t h e s e  r i g h t s ,  .they w i l l  erode andipdisappear.. , . '' 
. . 

The message abpeared c lea r :  While the.mining industry has made many enviraninental re-' 
, . f i n m e n t s ,  a c r e d i b i l i t y  gap rrmains, and it. can only be f i l f e d  with more and b e t t e r  ' 

conmunication. (Alaska &From The Ins ide  10-19-71) 

I 
a .  GEOLOGIC HAPS O F  ALASKAN PIPELINE ROUTE 

, ,, 
* '  Five add i t iona l  preliminary maps of the  engineering geology of the  trans-Alaska p ipe l ine  

route  have been prepared by the  U. S. Geological Survey, Department of the  I n t e r i o r ,  com- 
p l e t i n g  coverage of t h e  e n t i r e  300;mile rou te  frc;n,Prudhoe Bay on t h e  nor th  to Valdez on 
t h e  south, 

.! ,. / I 

r 4 
Including Sour maps completed a month ago, the  f u l l  s e t  of nine maps have'been placed on 
open f i l e  f o r  inspect ion  i n  USGS l i b r a r i e s  i n  Washington, D.C., Denver, Colorado, and 
Menlo Parlc, ,Cal i fornia ,  a s  wel l  a's. i n  USGS Zield o f f i c e s  a t  Juneau and Anchorage, Alaskk, 

3 ,  

' Spokane, Washington, and San ~Francisco and. Los Aogeles, California.  
a 2 ' The desk-size maps were prepared by U.S. Geological Survey f i e l d  teams who have been 

eiFaluating t h e  engineering geologic problems along the  p ipe l ine  m u t e ,  which c rosses  major 

>--5- 



GEOLOGIC OF ALASKAN PIPELINE ROUTE (continued) 

mwntain systems - The Chugach, Alaska, and Brooks Ranges - a s  well a s  over 350 streams 
and r ivers ,  including the  Yukon. A l l  but the  southermost 25 miles of the  route is  i n  
permafrost (perennially frozen ground). 

I 

The maps a re  expected t o  ptovide useful' information t o  anyone interes ted i n  the proposed 
. pipeline construction, and the  e f f e c t s  such construction might have on the  environment. 

. i  .. f,.- 

The maps show: - . ,  
J -:- 

* Distr ibut ion and type of surface mater ia ls  and bedrock, and description of t h e i r  
possible engineering character is t ics .  

* Known and postulated f a u l t s  ( large f rac tures )  i n  the ear th ' s  crust .  
* The presence of permafrost and suscept ibi l i ty ,  t o  f r o s t  action. : 
(* Iden t i f i ca t ion  of potent ia l  landsl ide  hazards. 

: ,  ,P Drainage, topography, and vegetation. I - ,  

. '  
The maps, col lect ively  t i t l e d  "Preliminary Engineering Geologic Maps of the  Proposed 
Trans-Alaslca Pipeline Route, '! a re  individually t i t l e d  .-as follows: -.--- 1 , 

.-(I ) , Fairbanks and Big Be$ t a ,  ,Quadrang1 e s  
(2) Tanana and Livengood.,Qmdrangles 
3 )  Bet t l es  and Beaver Quadrangles 

I (4) Biseman and Chandalar Quadrangles 

(5) Beechey Point and Sagavanirktolc Quadrangles 
(6) Phi l ip  Smith PIountains .Quadrangle .= 
(7) >It. Hayes quadrangle 
(&) Gulkana Quadrangle 
(9) Valdez +adrang18 - -L,  A 

I .  

I 

Copies of the  maps a re  avai lable  f o r  inspection i n  the following U.S. Geological Survey 
Libraries:  1033 GSA Bldg, , Washington,, R.C. 20242 ; Bldg. 25, Federal Center, Denver, 
Colo. 80225; and 345 Middlefield Road, 14enl.o Park,, Calif.  94025, - ,  

, < - 1  . " > -  I , *  .. . 
, i  i.'. . . . 

Copies a r e  a l so  avai'lql?le fo r  inspec-tion at-.:. .. - --- Bnooks GBldg., College, Alabkd. 99701; 441 
Federal Bldg . , ~uneau; .Alaska 99301; 10S Slsyline 3S.dgc.j 508 2nd Ave., Anchbrage, Alaska 
99501; 678 U.S. Court House Bldg., Spokam,, Wash. 99201; 504 Custon House, gcUIt:$kanc&scn, 
Calif .  94111; 7638 Federal Bldg., Los Angeles, Calif.  90012; 1012 Federal Bldg., Denver, 
Colo. 80202; and i n  t he  of f ices  of the Alaska~Tliiv. of Geological Sutvey,_599 .@.Idstein' 
Bldg., Juneau, Alaska 99C01; 323 E. 4th Ave., Anchorage, Alaska 995.04; and ~n ive r - s i t y  Lve,, 
College, Alaska 99701. , 

A l imited number of copies a r e  avaSlable f r ee  of charge from Technical Data Unit, Alaskan 
Mineral Resources Branch, U.S. Geological Survey, 345 Middlefield Rd., Menlo Park, Calif. 
94025. (Dept. of the In t e r io r  10-21-71) 

I: > 

COUPLE REFUSE -TO G I M  UP : I . .  

An a r t i c l e  which we thought may be of i n t e r e s t  t o  Alaskan gold mine operators recently 
appeared i n  The Sea t t l e  Post Inte l l igkncer  and:is a s  follows: 

' I 

SUMPTER, Ore. -- (AP) -- ~ t e l e t i n s  of buildings .erected i n  the ear ly  -t900s a r e  dl tha t  
remain of the Eastern Oregon gold mining town. For 23 years, Earl i3 isco and h i s  wife; ,  
Doris have been mining t h e i r  mountainside Bear Gulch claim i n  Eastern Oregon same 40 miles 
west of Baker. They l i v e  i n  a one-room Log cab* and a shed near their hane conkafns 

, , s u p p l i e s  and an e l e c t r i ~  generator used occasiomEly fo r  l i g h t  and power f o r  t h d r  radio. 
A t iny spring serves a s  a summer zefr igerator  -- i c e  and snow of winter provides a rnarvel- 
ous freezer. Cruel Blue Mountain winters keep the  couple isola ted fo r  long months. 



,, - 
COUPLE REFUSE TO GIVE UP (continued) 

~ l t h o u g h  plagued by poor hea l th  and l ack  of c a p i t a l ,  t he  Wiscos  haven't  given up. Gold 
out  af h i s  h i l l s i d e  claim has assayed a t  $640 a ton  and it g e t s  r i c h e r  a s  you go deeper. 
A l l  someone needs i s  the  equipment t o  br ing  i t  out and process it. A t  one tine he  s lu iced 
anywhere Trcm 50 cen t s  t o  $1.50 worth o f  gold from esch wheelbarrow load of  rock he dug 
out  of h i s  tunnel  but  s ince  then it has  collapsed and h i s  lungs have go t t en  so  bad t h a t  
desp i t e  t h e  clean mountain a i r ,  he h a s  t o  keep oxygen nearby a t  a l l  times. 

Frisco uses  water d iver ted  from a stream high up i n  the  mountains t o  power h i s  o ld  monitor 
the  only such ''water cannon" sti l l  operat ing i n  the  area. The gravel  and water mixture i s  
r i f f l e d  down a long s l u i c e  box where gold and some or' t he  f i n e r  gravel  s e t t l e  out. A 
second s l u i c e  box washes out more gravel  leaving concentrate which i s  hand panned u n t i l  
only gold remains. One panful i s  worth 25 t o  50 cents.  A d o l l a r ' s  worth of gold a day is  
a good picking and represen t s  a hard day's  work. 

Number of Claims ' 

ALASKA MINING CLADIS 

Creek o r  Area Quadrangle 

Caribou Creek Anchorage 
17illov Creek Anchorage 
L i t t l e  Susi tna River Anchorage 
Anthraci te  Ridge Anchorage 
Reed Creek Anchorage 

Date Notice Posted 

June-August 1971 
September 1971 
September 1971 
July  1971 
August 1971 

2 Rudy Creek Bendeleben August 1971 
2 Texas Creek Bradfield Canal August 1971 
8 .  Deadwood Creek C i r c l e  June-September 1971 

22 Copper 1.lount a in  Cordova September 1971 

. - .~ 14 San Juan B a t i s t a  Is land Craig September 1971 

3 Hetta  Creek Craig September 1971 
10  Dora Lake Craig . September 1971 
1 Columbia Creek . Eagle September 197 1 
1 0 ' ~ r i e n  Creek Eagle September 1971 
5 M t .  Veta Eagle Ju ly  1971 

:T.ayl o r  - Highway 
Ester  Dome 
Wattamuse Creek 
floDowell Creek 
Sec. 21, T19S, R101.I 

Pa r t fn  Creek 
Rusty Creek 
Colorado Creek 
G ~ a v i n a  Is land 
Red Glacier  

Indian Point 
Hutlinana Creek 
Cario (Creel< 
Nelson Piountain 
Crumb Gulch 

' .  -7 - . - 
4 '. , . 

Eagle 
Fairbanks 
Goodnews 
. Goodnews 
Healy 

Healy 
Healy 
Healy 
Icetchikan 
Ket chikan 

ICetchikan 
Livengood 
Livengood 
Mc Carthy 
Pic Carthy 

June 1971 
June-Augus t 197 1 
September 1971 
September 1971 
Ju ly  1971 

August 197 1 
July  1971 
August 1971 
Hay 197L 
Ju ly  1971 

Septanber 1971 
June 1971 
Juoe 1971 
August 1971. 
September 1971 



ALASKA MINING CLAIMS (continued) 
- "  *- . 

Mumber o f  Claims - Creek o r  Area ~uad ranh l e  Date Notice Posted 

165 Chit i s  tone 'River McCarthy September 1971 
6 R~sku la3aRive r  McCarthy September 1971 

2 0  Donoho Peak McCarthy . July 1971 
6 Ieldon Creelc M t .  Hayes August 1971 
6 L i t t l e  ICaslishak River 14t4 ICatmai . August 1971 

Caribou Creek Nabesna 
Gravel Creek Nabe sna . . , -  , . , 
Bond Creek Mabeena : . - 
Slug Gulch . ,  

2 Eldorado Creek Ophir 1 .  
a .  

Fa l l s  Creek Sewar d 
Resurrc; t i o n  .-Creek Sward 
Kelsall  River sk+ay 
Murray Creek .. . . Sleetmute . ., - 
Iloulcler Creelc Talkeetna 

Ceche Creek Talkeetina 
Traasure Creek Talkeetna fdtns. 
Grenfte Creek Talkeetna 14tns. ; 
Milepost 1272 Alcan Tanacross 

lJe s t Fork 
East. -3021~ 
Eona Pealc 
Eonton Creek 

Tin Creek 
Gerrito Creek 
Co??or Creek 
Mzscot Creek 

Tanacross 
Tanacross 
Tanacross 
Tanana 

I I , I  

Tel le r  
Valdez 
Valdez 
Wisemaa 

METAL MARKET I . I  

Metals Oct. 25, 1971 Moath Aao 

Antbony ore, s t u  equivalent 
%ropean ore  $8.64-10.00 $8; 64-10.00 

Barite ( d r i l l i n g  mud grad? , .  

pzr ton) $18-22 $18-22 
Beryllium powder, 9G%, per lb. $54-66 $5-4766 
Chrme ore  per long ton $25-27 $2547 
Co2psr per lb. 5 2 . 3 ~  .5%,9~ 
Gold per 02. $42.80 ' I  - , . .,>42.90 
Lgari per lb. 1 4 . 2 ~  a - - \ 1 4 . 1 ~  
Mercury per 768 f l z ~ l c  $269-275 $2 83 -2 86 
Mclybdenum cone, per  Lb, $1.72 : $1.72 
Nickd  pez lb ,  ' ) 3  $le33  I ,  i t  $1.33 
?latinurn per oz, , I : $120-125 < , . ,  .$120-125 
Silvzr,  Nsw York, pez GZ.  . 133.R r,: , - : . a .  , , 141 .5~  
Tin per Tb, 16C. OC r' , 167-el$ 
T i t a n i m  ore per t e a  (IPmenite) $30-35 $30-35 
Tcrrgoten per u ~ i t  $55,00 $55.00 
Zinc per Ib. 17. OC 17.N 

July  1971 
J u l y  1971 
July 1971 

; Septembes a 1971 
July ,1971 r r  

. . ' . t : .  . ' 1  

July  1971 
September 1971 
September 1971 
September 1971 .- ,_., -. 

June 1971- 

July  1971 
July  1971 
August 1971 
July  1971 

July  1971 
July  1971 
July  1971 
August 1971 

September 1971 
July  1971 
August 1971 
August 1971 

Year : Ana 


