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~bs,:b&ndaler mining diatriot i a  a a m a l l  aampaat area the centor 
'i. 

oi/ ,whhh lies .about 7 mil . ta  east  of the north end of Leka ~hen$,a- 
.., i 

t 1 

lap, ep~~oxim,&ely 190 miles n o r t h  of Fai~banka ,  Alaaku.  It l a  \ 
? 
! 

one of the f b w  o l d  p l a a e ~  camps in Alaska in whiah meohanlzed i: 
I 

methuda of ;Lining have not raplaosd hand methods. The richness . . 
and .'the nature of' the plecera Of one or more of the ctleeka in 

the d i a t r i b t  apvoar t o  offer  o p p o r t u n i t y  for p ro f i t ab l e  i n -  

veatmsnt k i t h  the  uae of modern.rnining machi:icry. 

Yinae ,about; :t908 some platter mining by hand methods, shaveling- 

in, ground-sXtxic:ing, or dri%t mining, has been i n  proapeas each 

year = ~ n  upper Big Creek in the ChandaJar. C Q R ~ E I  for hand 

apefa%ionn were extramoly higki. kuoh of the time food and 

auppliea woro freighted 120 miles by dogtoam f r o m  D c ~ v s r  on 
. . 

the Yukon River. Timber for d r u t  allinltng opera t ions  wars also 

hauled by dsg:team. Ths aos t  of woad on Big C~ectk Varied aom- 
I I 

monly betwean $60 and 880 a cord. An ~ d & t t i o n a l  diff i a ~ l l t y  sn- 

oou~~te~?act  in prorrlpac.t;lng and drf ft mining wag ~ I Z R W Q ~  grloulxd, 

Only part o f  the ground i s  frozeh and o f t e n  s k a f t a  near ly  oom- 

p l a t e d  Or dr i f t  mmin:l.ng opera t ions  no more W a n  begtm ware 
-- . - 

f looded whdn thawed g ~ a v a Z  was encountered. .. * 

Uwr - Discovery _ ____-_----- Ola.Lm, about -?;5 mile from the extreme head of . 

Big Creak, and No, 1 Below Upper Discovery have been mined a l -  

most oontinucusly for ebout 40 years and axe now almost wo~ked  31' 
l 

out by band. rn~thtda, The ground averagad about 12 feet dsap, 
ucJ- 

the paystreak about 20 feat r idc .  and the values per aquare f o o t  
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m n  about @.3200 a box length  OP $8 per bedrook f o o t  a t  the o ld  

i wBico  of g~rZd + *,, , .  I 

&ornu No. 2 8'elow ,Disoovery through No. 5 Below the  ground varies 
, 1 

bstvrekn 15 and 22 ieqt In depth. small frozen q~ o t a  reroq'driftsd 

d n ' 2  and 3'Bel.owi Drift mining was oanried on saoh winter from 
8 %  

1920 .through 1934 on 4 and 5 Below but *he total erea of ground 
. . 

dysfted-out L Y  vdrby small. The evettage width OP bh8 payatrd~k  

i s L 5 n o t  known but appears t o  be wall ovw feet. A~oordlng t o  
< ,  . 

th,? mine '~s ,~  w @ & ~ e  dr i f t ed  betvrson No. 1 Below Disoovsyy and t he  

lowel. (end ' o f .  ~ ~ o .  5 Balow, the ground averaged, a t  the old wioe 

of ~ o ~ ? , ! ( K s F  d~$50 pep  ~ q u a ~ e  foot  of b e d r o ~ k .  A s o n l y  small. 
. r 

iroeda k b t a  w e ~ s  *if ted  there rsrnaina moat17 virgin pound 

f ~ b p  rtppe& 8 RaXarr and duwmrl;ream. 
1 I 

A ----, '4-' *,,.-,- - ----- I JB_t* '~a@Yl:a3~:raa)r, s ~lght limit tributary e n t s ~ i n g  Big Ursek on 

lie. 8 $a&kr3, is e short, s t eep  creek about a m i l e  in isngth. . It . i 

was &Ika .,yary rioh. Some open-cut and some drifting ground 
LA 

, 1 ...+--,p c Fg  - 
ran 6s high es 88 par aquem f o o t  at the o ld  prios of gold . i + ,  

) ' 
r 

I ' I  

On tha loaesd olalm on S t .  Yarg 'o  Croak, whars it entera the/"" " a J' 

. < ;,\ j- c :  
2 

valley o f  Big Greek, drifting ground ran over #B psr bebook  - ' i I 
LC '- , 

I /L 24- * .  , ,. 9 
0 0 2  with a depth o f  15 t o  f ee t  and a width o i  about 2% feet.  

, ' ,l l7 

Tho payatfsdk was lest where It snte~a thawed ground on lo. 5 < '  H - ~ / ,  

,// 

Below on Big Oroek. 

0 

'Almost nothing i a  ham of t h e  dxtent or aontinuity of pay be- i , i r , . ' t  ' 
,I I 

len No. 5 Below on Big Dreak. A few rhafts have been s&k be-- /:d. , 

,$\,i\ - I Li I 

i+- tween 6 and U? Below. NO b l e  inforrntttion on tha r o s u l t ~  ofplt ,  
. , 

i 2 

/ 
this work is available. It RPPOPFS very l ike ly  thst the F. y- .,. + 

i : i '  

J '  6 ' 

i 1 ,, atpeak, augmented by that sf' S t .  Meay's Orsek, ahauld oonPinus <g , ? { (  
8 1 

. t*,  .. , ,  A ' & * * 1 7  .' 
for soma distanoe bslow No. 6 Below and that thare w i l l  be o o ~ y  

[ I!.' J ?  y * ,  , .  3 



very little ohange in depth of overburden, 

In 1941 a 4 inah  Kirk-Hillman &ill. was brought into the d i s -  

t r S c t  f rom E'abbanks f o r  tho pcwpaars of drilling on B i g  Creek. 

Only 6 oxl 8 hol.es were d r i l l e d ,  The rea4ults of the drilling 

are not avn i lab le  at present ,  The nelz d r i l l  s t ; i l l  stands i d l e  

on the  p ropa r ty .  

The avarnge grade sf i3ig Creek f r o m  Discovery claim to No. 10 

Below is ahan% 5%. The va l l ey  width lncreasas f'rm about  $ mila  

at 1'0, 2 E3ellow to over &- mile et; lio. 12 Delovr, The overbixrdcsn 

i a  rnedtuxn t o  ruedi~tm-coaras alaht?y gravel r i i th  no muck, On 

No. 2 : 3 e 1 0 ~  n bsctr90clr reef of g roena tone  throvi3 SC);;;B l a rge  

boulders wlAch would sl oiv mining o p e ~ s t i o n a  fox a few hundred 

feet. On the  other^ olainrs nono *#are seen which would aeriousl 'g 

hinder blzlldozsr or d r u g l i n e  ope ra t ions .  Accordirg t;o the dlr5f.t; 

miners  no boulders wars encouhkerod in d r f f t i n g  whish aou,ld not  

ba moved by hru?d. gost o f  %ho go ld  is found near and in bed- 

rook, but the gold  oontent of Lhe upper gravels f a  s a i d  t o  be 

apprercilable. The schist bedrock ftl ~*eported ko be erssy to 

work except where crosaod by bedrosk reofs  of g r s s n a t o n s .  

In prbevious mining operations bedrook mas taken up to a depth 

of about one and one-half f e e t .  

Downstream from No. 4 Below water sufflolenk Par mining purposes 

would be avai lable  even in eory dry seasons. On the upper 

oYairna water aould Be taken &°om Pedro Creak in dry searooma, or 

by pumpkng a suffioicsnl supply oolxld bo kept ava i lab le ,  



The $pound pruspected so f a r  aould be workad to best adventage 

by bulldozers or by a bul ldozer  and drag l ine  combination bf 

firthsr drilling bears out the i n f o m a t i o n  obtained f r o m  drift&- \ 

in& opsrstions. If the paystreair contlnuea f o r  a oonslderab.bls. \ 

diatnnud donn Big Greek bslou Bo. 6 Balow, installation of a 

small dredge m i g h k  be justified, 

Unlike the plaoers  in most d l s t r i o t s  of' I n t e r i o r  A l a s  a, the 

dopos l t s  i n  the Chandal~r can be t r a ced  direat1.g t o  their origin a 

in l a rge  gold-bearing quartz fissure veins, whiah are 

very r i a h  in go ld  at t h e i r  p raean t  outorope. 

C allege, A l a s k a  

Report on the Little Squaw Araa of the Chsndalm 


