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tr ibutary of the l e f t  headwater branch of the Peace River. 
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PEACE RXVER URANIUM PROSPECT SEWARQ PENiNSU/A, ALA$KA 

After the United States Department of the Inter ior ,  Geological Survey had released 

Trace Elements Memorandum Report 355 fo r  pub1 i c inspecti on,  the partnership of Wi 11 i am Munz 

and Elmer Straub became interested in the poss ib i l i t ies  of finding a uranium lode deposit a t  

the headwaters of the Peace River. The Memorandum Report 355 has since been republished as 

Geological Survey Circular 250 and should be referred to  in the study of th i s  report. 

The Peace River uranium prospect was vis i ted a t  the request of the partnership of Munz 

and Straub from July 7th through July 17th 1953. During the examlnation trenching was done 

with a bulldozer, t e s t  p i t s  were dug by hand, f l o a t  surveys were made in the area, samples 

were taken from the various trenches and p i t s ,  photographs were made and a plane table s tadia  

survey was made. T h i s  map i s  Plate 3. 

The prospect i s  located i n  the eastern part of the Seward Peninsula a t  the headwater of 

the Peace River a t r ibutary of the Koyuk River. The coordinates of i t  are  65" 26 '  22" North 

Latitude and 161" 5' West Longitude. The specif ic  location of the Seward Peninsula i n  relation 

t q  the r e s t  sf  AJqska i s  shown in Plate 1. The general location of the prospect can be seen 

o n  Plate 2 . ,  The Seward Peninsula Vicinity Map. 

A t  the time of the examination the property consisted of two f u l l  s i ze  placer claims 

which were staked on April 29, 1953 and are  recorded in Vol. 228, page 255-6 i n  the Recording 

Book a t  Nome, Alaska. The prospect i s  located with the Koyuk Mining Dis t r ic t .  

During the course of the examination a small a i r f i e l d  was bu i l t  about one mile from the 

prospect. The f i e ld  was approximately 1000 f e e t  long. The nearest town, Haycock, i s  about 

15 miles by a i r ;  however, a l l  the material used fo r  the examination had to  be hauled from 

Haycock by t rac tor  a distance of some twenty miles. 

The examination lasted f o r  ten days and costed approximately two thousand do1 Jars. The 

resul ts  from the work done did n o t  indicate tha t  there was any nearby source for  the placer 

uranium, instead i t  appeared tha t  the concentration of uranium occurred as a product o f  the 

breakdown of the country rock of the area which is known to be quite radioactive. Tables 1 

and 2 show the various, character is t ics  o f  the samples collected and give a f a i r  picture of 

the resul ts  obtained. 







The general conc7usSon drawn froq the work and the exsminatiop I s  t h a t  further 

prospecting a t  this time by private capital would be fu t i l e .  Sjnce no indications were 

found of a lode source and since the government has withdrawn the 90% participation i n  

the exploration loan for uranium prospecting i t  i s  recornended that no further prospecting 

work be done until a clearer understanding of the Federal Government's position in uranium 

exploration i s  known. 
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TABLE I 

PEACE R I V E R  URANIUM PROSPECT 

EQUIVALENT URANf  UM ANALYSES 

ON RAW AND CONCENTRATED SAMPLES ( iod ide  heavy, g 3.3) 

SAMPLE NO. LOCATION CONCENTRAT ION e.U 
RATE0 

1 Trench 1 ,  P i t  1 
I1 I I 

2 Trench 3,  P i t  3 ,  Top 16" P i t  
I1 I I I1 

3 Trench 3, P i t  3 
II I I 

4 Trench 3, P i t  3 ,  Bedrock 
I I II II 

5 P i t  7 
I I 

R a w  
1.000: 1 

Raw 
25: 1 

R a w  
33: 1 

Raw 
190:l 

Raw 
20: 1 

7 Floa t  from d i v i d e  between Peace River 
and Cub Creek Raw 

I I I I 7: 1 





TABLE 2 

PEACE RIVER URANIUF.1 PROSPECT 

ESTIMATED VOLUME PERCENT OF MINERALS PRESEVT 
IN IODIDE HEAVY FRACTJON 

MINERALS Sample Sampl e Sample Sample Sarnpl e Sample 
1 . ,  . .  . ?  3 -  4 5 7 

Magnetite 1 1 2 5 2 5 

I lmeni t e  2 3 2 1 5 

Scheel i t e  Tr Tr Tr 

Pyri t e  13 1 1 

Limonite 15 

Goethi t e  7 0 5 5 

Sphaleri t e  

Chalcopyrite 

Hemati t e  

Epidote 

Biot i te  

Hornblende 

Spinel 

Zircon 

Sphene 

Garnet 












