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Sone b~i l ldozed prospect  t renches  on t h e  Beady Bull ion gold lode  propeYty, 
Este-r Dome arep-, vere  examined by t h e  m i t e r  during October 1950. The 
proper ty  has been a lo\!-pade producer i n  t h e  pas t ,  and. i s  described i n  
USGS B u l l e t i n  849-3. I n  general ,  t h e  t renches  were 2ot  deep enou5h f o r  
correc-t sanpling,  'out sanples  trere taken 1;ilez-e possible.  There a r e  no 
inc1ico:tions ol" gold o re  thzt can be ~ r o f i t a b l - y  mined a t  presen-t, and 
.@ ~ u t ~ r r e  ~ r o s ? e c t i n ~  f o r  gold he re  i s  not  reconu~iended u n t i l  condit ions a r e  
more favorable  f o r  golci minim?. There i s  a sma1:L p o - s i ' o b l i t : ~  of a 
cormercial ly inpor t an t  a n t h o n y  deposi t .  If t h e  ormer decides t o  do more 
~.rork on t h i s  :oossibili . ty,  he should proceed with skepJiicism. 

On t h e  3rd  of October 1950, bk. John I-Iajdukovich reaues ted  t h e  in- i te r  
t o  adce an e : d n ? . t i o n  of t h e  Ready Bul l ion  gold lode  - ~ro-oe r ty ,  - ~.r'nich 
i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Es te r  Dome area.  i~tr.' Hajd~dcovich i s  t h e  c o n t T o l l i n  
o m e r  of t h e  pro?erty, Acco-i!.Fn@y, ti le e;:ar;linatlon wzs 32de on t h e  
f 'o l lo~r ing  day and on t1.10 o the r  clays l a t e r  i n  t h e  rflonth. 

The Ready Bul l ion  lode  proper ty  i s  l o c a t e d  aboui; l$: miles  west of 
Es te r  above t h e  'left Lini ; ;  of Es te r  Creek 'netr.reen Moose and Ready 
Bul l ion  Creelrs. The m i l l  i s  loca ted  on t h e  main road c l o s e  t o  t h e  
creek a t  an elevatLon of approximately 800 f e e t .  The o ld  under.g-otmd 
workings are up t h e  h i l l s i d e  above t h e  !:ell a t  an eleva, t ion of 1060 
t o  1230 f e e t ,  but  have been caved i n  f o r  many years.  The propei:ty i s  
described i n  USGS BuLl.etin 84'9-5, pages 1.23 t o  127 and P l a t e  8. 

The mine bras i n  produc-tion from 1926 u n t i l  sornetixe p r i o r  t o  19&0. 
It r;r2s con t ro l l ed  by IiTiclc Eorovich and G. B. Stevens es t h e  W a  
Creek Quar tz  14i~5.ilg Cor.lpany, but  s ince  t h e  dea.th of Borovich, 
John Sajclulcovich has had t h e  c o r i t r o l l i n ~  i n t e r e s t ,  

llccording t o  J a e s  ),I. h'il:!. i n  USGS Z ~ l l e t , i n  843-B, t h e  geology a s  
observed ~mderground i s  a system of steeply-dipping, lovr-gracle, gold 
quhr tz  veins t r and ing  north-south i n  s t r i lce  and up t o  20 f e e t  i n  
tridth, These ve ins  c ~ t  through Yne country rock, which i s  dark mica s c h i s t ,  
1;rith a nee r ly  h o r i z o n t a l  a t t i t u d e .  The system i s  f a u l t e d  by a 
s e r i e s  o l  f a a l t s  -,,r!>iciz -Lend t o  s t r i k e  east-!.rest, There :.rere many movemen%s, 



'ook11 preminerel 2nd pos-t;!ninnrd, in !;he rzain ve in  :::hick c a s e d  
depos i t ion  of seve ra l  vo . r i s t les  or" r!uzrtz 2nd the  occxrrence of nuch 
~ 1 . ~ 7  zouge. ?tineraliz:zi;ion t'.i. 911211 soze of t h e  s c h i s t  zncsed ~.ricie- 
spread 1ol.r g a d s  s t r i n q e r s .  

I l i l l  a l s o  men'cions t h e  occwrence of sone s t i b n i t e  and a. "fibrous 
n i n e r a l  t h a t  appears 'to be zn a.ntb-ony-lead sulphide" fi? conjunction 
vit3 sozge of t h e  r i c h e r  o-re. 

ace rnined f r o n  t h i s  proper ty  i s  renor ted  t o  hh~~re avesazsd. from $;6.00 
t o  $13,00 per  ton, and of t h e  numerous s ~ n p l e s  taken f r o n  a l l  3 r t s  
of t h e  n ine ,  only four  had n. velue of over $20.00. N e u l g  t~ao- th i rds  
of  t h e  r epor t ed  saiiroles hed ,r;, vall.ze of !$5,00 or  l e s s ,  These values 
z r e  a t  t h e  o l d  ? r i ce  of gold, or" course,  a.nd i f  niultiplieci by 1.9 
1.ri:I-1 be ~~paro:.~i?~a.tel_$ c o r r e c t  f o r  t h e  ?resent  w i c e .  

Since t h e  underground ~.ror!ci?l-s arc inaccess ib le ,  t h e  only  d e v e l o p e n t  
~.rork, o r  ooeninzs, ava.ilcble f o r  e;ranlina"rJon vere a nu9be-r of prospect  
t renches  which  re!-e excavated by bulldozer  du.riny t h e  c ~ s t  su3~rler. 
These vere  exanined, t h e  rninerals sCzmnled  here found, 2nd the  treqclzes , 
veins,  aid s m p l e  loc-.tiions surveyed ~ ~ n c l  !ne?ped, The nap i s  
included 1.,6 t h  ' th is  r e ~ o r t .  

The s a r q l e  nunbers run  from 150'7 t o  1515, i n c l ~ ~ , s i v e ,  ancl a r e  no.Lecl 
on t h e  map l.,rith a r rovs  i n d i c a t i n g  a s  close!-y a s  poss ib le  t h e  exact  
spo t  ~..r!~lsre each s x ~ p l e  !ras tdren.  The a e s a y i n ~  IEIS done by Donald J. 
Cook, T e r r i t o r i a l  Assager a t  Coll.ege, m d  reoor ted  on De9artr;ient 
of Mines s"orr!ls ad.dressed t o  t h e  1 - r i t e r  aild dated II October and 
31 October 19 50. 

The fo l lo~. r ing  i s  a tabtrZatfon of t h e  a , s s q  r e su l t s :  

S a m l e  No. w J e  of S a n ~ 1 e  c s  r T '  Value n e r  I~l idth Other ---.. 
Gold S 3 . 1 7 ~  - Toil !;!Lner8,ls 

Chmnel 
Grab 
Chs,nnel. 
Channel 
Channel 
Greb 
Grab 
Grab 
Cha:mel 

Trz.ce 
Trace 
Trace 
Trace 
Trace 
0.22 
N i l  
0.02 
Q. 16 

0.24. 
0.24 
0,22 
0.34 
0.X. 
1.44 
N i l  
0.34 
0.56 

$0.22 
0.22 
0.20 
0.31 
0.31 
9,OO 
None 
1.01 
6.10 

-- 
121) 
18" 
1 2  tp -- 28,575 Antimony 
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The aeady BuZI.ion lode pros2ect i s  Ebbout onean&-bne- 

hslf miles from tho town of Ester  on the  ril4ge between Rea,w Bul l ion  

CreeIr and ~ C O O S B  Creek, The c l a i x s  ir,clude a proner ty  t h a t  was 

formerly 'fiotm as the  Hudson l.line, and the pros-gect has a l s o  been 

r e f 8 , r s e d t o a s  t h e E v a , & a r t z F I i n e .  % e g r o p e r t y h a s b e e n d e s c r i b e d  

i n  m O 2 T  027 COO~TLUTIOTJ  BET\mm TEE TWZiITORY OF ALASKA A.iTil ' X Z  

UITITED S Y X T ~ S  J.H 1.1AKING :.IIiLfIXG ImS?I GATIONS -U?3 I!T 'THE Iy\TS?ECTI ON 

OP l'II:.JES SO2 TKE B13NT?ILTi EKUXXG FIA.?.C. 31, 1.931 , by 3 ,  D. S t e y r a ~ t  , 
in U . S . G . 3 .  B u l l e t i n  849.23, LODX DE;I-'OSITS OF T X X  F.AIXI3anCS DISmICT, 

XJASU, by James 1\1. Hill . ,  1931, a d  i n  a T e r r i t o r i a l  Depar1;ment 

of Eiines R q o r t  o n t i t l e d  EX1Q~fIT7ATION Olr PXOSPECT TZEBCHXS ON REAilY 

BULLION L O D 3  PROi5aTY by J,mes A. Williams, Associate liining Engineer, 

January,  195l .  

The proper ty  i s  s t i l l  contro1:Led by Jo-bm Hadjukovich. 

I n  1956 sone ai idi t ional  bulldozing wzs done on the  po5pec.t;. 

'his work was done under t h e  direction of N i l l i a r  Vqdcich; i t  

consisted n o s t l y  o f  enlarging a d  d e q e n i n g  some o f  t h e  trenches 

described b:r Jarnes A. W i l l i m a  i n  1951. Mew e,qosurerr o f  miricral- 

ized. veins were rnsde i n  the  a r e a  where lf i l l iams took his saamples 

nunbered 1507 to 1512 ( s e e  nap acco~~-anzr ing 1951 TIN repor t  b . ~  

J.  A. l i i115 .a~~)  , I 
P 

ToE srxrL21 es we:c taken drwing the  1956: exmina t ion ;  

they were ass?.yed at the T e r r i t o r i a l  Be7srtment o f  Mines Assay 

Office at College by Dondd S t e i n ,  Assayer-Engineer , and the  r e s n l t s  

are shov!~ in Ta,lle 1. Saqle 33 was taken f ron  t h e  nor th  s i d e  of 

the  eps t -ms t  "vrcnch nar th  of t h e  p o i n t  where ! ~ i l l i ? n s t  ~ w l e  1512 



T B L 3  I 

Sd@LBS T A U N  AT TEE h ~ V L  BULLION LODE PSOSPECT, 1956 

Biuqle Length Ounces g sr Ton D o l l ~ x s  ;ser Tsn 
xo  , --- Gold. S i lver  -.-- - 
as 26 o .ox xi I. $0.35 

34 4 14 .lo 2.60 495 -84 

35 3 0.22 N i  1 7.70 

3 6 4 0.12 0 .I6 4.34 



w2.s tdcen. The mass of q u s t z  s ~ q l e c l  qgecxec !  t o  s t r i k e  North 

and dii, ;3(j0 Xast; t h i s  mass ns,y h a i r e  been i s o l a t e d  from t h e  vein  

bg f a l d t i n g ,  ah& i t s  wiCth nay have %sen e~~agge ra t ed  by the  f 2 u l t i w .  

Saq3le 34 \Pas t&en fro:n the  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  t r e n c h  due south o f  

S a q l e  33; the  ve in  a t  t h i s  3 o i n t  a.??e=ed .to s t r i k e  Korth snd 

d i p  t o  the  %as t .  S m p l e  35 was taken f r o m  t h e  sou th  wall o f  

the  t r a n c h  southtiest  o f  Sample 84; 2,t t h i s  2 o i n t  t h e  vein  q p e - ? r e d  

t o  s t r i k e  ITorth and di?  ZOO East .   though s t r i k e s  m.d 6ips 

*geareiF t o  be the  saine a t  t h e  p l m e s  smp led ,  t h e  ve in  e,-osures 

were not  i n  a s t r a i g h t  Line, and i t  zgezrei! t3at the vein had been 

brolcelz z.nd Bis2laced by a f a d  t zone.  Sar;,,ole 36 was talren eouth- 

e e s t  o f  t h e  place where  ; f i l l iamsr  s q l e s  L5O7 t o  1511 were taken;  

this ve in  s t r f  l res N 75* ti' and has a v e r t i c d  di3. 

SvnpLe 34 i s  abnorn~J.1y hi i& i n  c a w a r i  son t o  all o t h e r  

smp le s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  e ~ x l i e r  r e p o r t s .  W d i t i o n d  sa,r;rgles o f  

t h i s  v a i n  segment should be  taken t o  f i n d  i f  t he  h&&! a s s z j  cul 

be du.?licsted, If t h e r e  i s  a h i g h - ~ r d e  ore-shoot 2t t h a t  p2xt  

of t h e  vein, i t  probably i s  a very  small  one. 



- sn  only ttro GI-aces 1,rere tile t ~ e n c h e s  deev enough t o  a,ctua,lly expose 
veins i n  pl?ce, a.nc? i n  those tvo places it i s  not c e r t a in  t h a t  the  
veins were exposed su f f i c i en t l y  t o  a depth ?.here they had not been 
a f fec ted  by t he  rlovernent of t he  overb~lrden. 

Samples 1507 throu,2h 1 5 1 1  vere taken from the  best e:q)osed veins 2 t  

in te rva l s  of s i x  f ee t ,  One of these  as a grab sample tzken of the  
r ichest -a ,ppear in~ ma-t;erinl i n  t he  vein i n  an e f f o r t  t o  cieterrxixe i n  
r.rhic!i ?a r t  of t he  vei:? the  hiziiest values m i $ i t  be, Tne vsl-ue of i . t  
was ap?ro-ximtt,elg the  sane: a.s f o r  the  chmnel  s m . ~ l e s ,  a l l  very 1o1.1 
~ ~ a d e - - 2 0 #  t o  31$ Fey ton. This vein has a general s t r i k e ,  there  
e-qosed, of !,?20°~ an6 a ve,q s l i ~ h t  d i p  t o  t h e  eas t ,  It has an avcraze 
thickness of about 1 5 "  and consis ts  of a nunber of sfimll pa r a l l e l  
s t r i n s e r s  of dirk-stained q u w t z  sepereted by layers of a s o f t  blacli: 

scl i is t  t h i ch  probably a l s o  contains graphite,  Since t he  vein 's  
a t t i t u d e  i s  nzar ly  f h t ,  and pic'.: shovel \JOT'!: 1.m~ necessa.ry -to d ig  
dorm in.-the bottom of t he  trench t o  e-qose it through i ts  r.ridth, it is  
~)ossibZe th2.t n10z-e sections of t he  vein >rere not reached, ancl hence 
it may be  rid-er than inc7;icsted. Ho~~rever, s ince the  values obtained 
a r e  so lo;.r, t h e  vein would probsbly be of no consequence i n  any tAdth, 

Sample Mo. 151.5 was tLikeil froill a vein e x ~ o s e d  f o ~  a very shor t  d is tance 
i n  t he  s i de  of t he  upper trench. It i s  a 13," vein stri!ring E - W  and 
d i m i n g  - - 30' t o  the  south, The exposure . ias o d g  suf-fici.ent f o r  one 
channel sslrnple t o  be taken, and the  general geolor;y i s  t he  smne a s  f o r  
t he  lower vein already discussed. Sample 1515 assayed $6.10 per ton. 

The other s a ~ ~ ~ p l e s  obtained were nothing more than, p a . b  sxap les  oE f l o a t ,  
s ince  t h e  trenches were not cut  completely do1.n through t he  overrburden 
t o  bedrock a t  .tliose. points ,  

Saxple 1.53.1, ![:is of a co l lec t ion  of mixed ::r'nite an,d dark q u s r t z  f l o z t  
i n  t i e  area  indiceted on t h e  map, asd it assa.yed $1.01, 

The nost  i n t e r e s t i ng  sample 1.m~ No. 1512. It r.raa taken iYom an area  
of s o f t  dark blue s ch i s t  ~.:hich yesembled a graphi.te s c h i s t  but no 
d e f i n t t e  fomiation could be r'ouncl. This smple assa.yed $9.00 per t o n  
j.n aold and s i l v e r  and r..ms a l s o  found t o  be 28.575 antiqony, It i s  

.p- + -...a . .... 
<=>s- ,..,- .-- 
.-+@, prob6,bly ~ h e  an'cinlony-lead sulphide rneiltioned by K i l l  i n  Bul le t in  8457-5, 

t. :; ..,s. <:- " but l;he l ead  content i s  very sml?.. Fhether t h i s  meter ia l  !nisht change 
C ,;p k! .' 
:r-;<~-,4 .: ' t o  a d.eposit of s t i b n i t e  of  co~xoerciczl iqportance a t  a Lgea t e r  depth 

R @I-. 
< 

7 
i s  a matter t h a t  can only be decided by fu r ther  oql .ora t ion,  

r 



I n  surve;,~ing afid naupj-ng the a rea  unc1.er cons idera t ion ,  no c l a i n  clap 
laas a.vail.nbie and, clakn corner  posts  o r  mon~znents coulci not  be found, 
A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e  a r e a  could not  be p r e c i s e l y  locc.:ted. ~ ~ 5 t h  r e spec t  t o  
fo rne r  surveys. It i s  bel ieved,  hoi.,rever, from t h e  appearance of t h e  
pouncl a1c1 olcl c-lu~ps, e t c ,  , t h a t  t h e  v e i n  frorn eJl:ic;i Vne f i v e  samples 
!.rere taken is  ou-i te  c lose  t o  t h e  loc=l.tion of t h e  o r i g i n a l  upner p o r t d  
02 t h e  mine. T h i s  p o r t a l  1.r3.s Loca.Lec1 on the  Hosa:r?na G l e h .  

The ail1 bu i ld ing  i s  s t i l l  i n  f a i r  condi t ion  and cci i tzins rnost of the 
o r i g i n a l  equipment i n c l u d i n ~  two Ifissen stmrlps, x .~alga+?_ation ? l a t e ,  
a p o n s  , c-msiler , sad poss ib ly  n b o i l e r  and sJiean enqine . Bnrtholonne 
O i l  CO:L-porztion ins ta l . led  l a t e r ,  ax! s t i l l  oI.ms, a Diese l  sosrer p l a t ,  
'oall ~ l l ,  c l a s s i f i e r ,  2nd co-ncentrnting tab:!e, 

A small ,  i;r.ro-story brmk house appz;~xrs t o  be i i i  usabl-e condi t ion ,  

COFCLUS IO?,JS 

None of t h e  s a i p l e s  taken i n d i c a t e  ore  of economic va lue  f o r  gold and 
s i l v e r  content .  The sagnl in?  and lnining Tepor-ted by Hlili a l s o  do no-t 
i n d i c a t e  t h e  presence of gold ore  on Yce Ready Bull ion ?ro:~ertg t h a t  
could be mined a t  a p r o f i t  under -Lhe present  economic condit ions.  
Fuictiier prospect ing  f o r  gold i n  t h e  ayes em:lined i s  no t  reco~mnended 
u n t i l  a t,%me r.l4?en gold mining 1.ri.11- be nore  prof i t a b l e ,  

n l h e r e  e x i s t s  a srv2l p o s s i b i l i t ; ~  of an antho-ny depos i t  tht i t  might be 
of cozmerciel importance. Since t h i s  p o s s l b i l i t : ~  is  based on only o m  
s a x ~ l e ,  it si101iLci not  be given m~icll c r e d i t ,  If t h e  o:.mer i s  i n t e y e s t e d  
i n  e ~ e n d i n g  f r r t h e r  t i r ~ e  and money on t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  he should 
A il?ench deenei-- i n  t he  vicinj.-by of sccnnle 9o in t  151.2 i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  f i n d  
a d e f i n i t e  formation o r  velii. S m p l l n g  s h o ~ d d  be closel-y c o r r e l a t e d  
i,.rith t h e  yrosnect ing,  and if an i?l-prover?.e-fit i n  tl7.e d.eposit i s  not  soon 
noted, - the pro j ec.t sho6l.d be abandoned. 

It s h o ~ d d  be kep t  i n  mind .l;h.t t he  mining of antimony \-io~l;ld c a l l  f o r  
adc1i~;ional. co11cent;rati-n~ equi.pclent i n  ti le m i l l ,  un le s s  the deposi t  
turned out -to be high grade stibiili;e, l?wt!ler, .the gold values t h a t  
may occur r.r;l-Lh t h e  ant ixony cl~xst he d.isregarded became it is not  
practica:!. t o  sepaira.te gold from antimony on a s - m ~ l l  s c a l e  ~ ~ ~ i t i l  s k l p l e  
rni l l jng nlachinery, 


