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AN ASBESTOS OCCURRENCE NEAR FQOX,
FAIRBANKS DISTRICT

In Octover, 1958, James Donovan of Fairbanks informed me
that he had found some asbeator in the area where he has been
attemjting to develop a limestone quarry near Fox, On Octobar
19, 1968, 1 drove to his property, and he showed me the placse
where he had been ploklng up asbeatos fibers,

The apot whera the asbestos was found is about ons mile
downetream from Fox on the right limitv eide of Goldstream Cresk.
An excavation has been made at the bottam of the hi;l. and a
few tons of limeatone have been romoved. A bvlldoger cut has
been made extending westward from the excavationy 1t appears
that the ocut was made by malking a few passes wlth an angle blale,
thus cutting tnto the toe of the slope, About 150 feet west
of the place wheré the limestone has been removed, Donovan has
found some asbeetos fibers at the side of the cut, At this
place a small hand=dug excavation has been made about thres
feet into the toe of the slope from the bulldozer ocut, Toe
naterial exposed includes sand, silt, organic sofl, and angular
pleces of crystalline limeatona, Probebly none of thig uncon~
solidated material has been transported far from i1ts Vedrock
SOUrce. By pleking between the larger pieces of rock with
a prospect plek, it 18 poesible to pull out an occasional small
bunch of agbastos fibers, Some of the fibers are two to
three inches long, and they seem to have a rather high tensile
strength.

The prospecte lie approximately along the Fairbanks Meridian,
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which im the bourdary line be¥ween the townships in Range 1

Rast and those {n Rangs 1 West. Early in 1959, Donovan found
that part of the land cowered by his mining claire 1s included

in an old patented homestead. The Fairbanks Meridian is the
east boundary of the homestead, At one time the exsct location
of the Fairbanks Meridian at this place was marked on the ground
by a esedtion corner in Goldstreem valley a short distance south
of the prospecta. Apparently this section corner wap destroyed
vhen Goldstream valley was dredged. From ecomparing recent

maps of the aream with the ground conflguration, 1t appears thst
the aabestos ogcurrence le on the patanted homestead, which covers
the Bagt oneahalf of Saction 36, Townehip 2 North, Range 1 Weast.
It now appears uniikely that Donovan will make any further attempt

to find the bedrock gource af the asbeastos.

College, Alaska -
May, 19659..

“Bobert E. Saunders
State Mining Engineer
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