
AH ASBESTOS O C m N C I  KEM FUX, 
PAIE~JUES DISTRI CII 

I n  October, 1958, James Ihnovan o f  Fairbanks! informed me 

that ha had fmnd aeae aabestoe i n  the a r e s  where he haa been 

a t te@ling t o  develop a limestone qnarry near Fox. On October 

19, 1958, X drove to  his property,  and he showed me the place  

where he had been picldng up crabeatoe f ibe rs .  

The epot where the asbestos wae found i s  about one mile 

do~rnatrearrr from For on tho r i gh t  l i m i t  s ide  o f  Goldstrean Creek. 

Iln excavation h a  beexi macle at the  bottom of the  hill, and a 

few tone o f  lilnestone have been removed. b bulldozer cut  har 

bean rode extending vsst#ard from the  excavat;ion; i t  appears 

that the out wa% made by making a few paeaee with an angle blade, 

thus cu t t i ng  5nto the  toe  of the elope. About 150 f ee t  weet 

of t h e  place h e r 4  the  l imeetom has  been removed, Donovan h a s  

found Borne aebeatoe f ibers  at  the  aide of tho cut, kt t h i n  

place a a m s l l  han$ldw excavation hae been made about three 

f e e t  i n t o  t h e  toe of the elope from the bulldozer cut. T& 

nateriaJ. exposled includes rand, s i l t ,  organic SOW., and angular 

pieces  of c r y e t a l l i n e  limeatone. Probably none of this uncob. 

so l ids ted  material  has been t rampor ted  far from i t e  bedrock 

aowlce. By picMng between the  larger p i e c e 8  o f  rock with 

a proopeat pick, f t i e posai b l s  t o  p u l l  out an o c c a s i o ~  s d l  

bunch of asbestos f ibe rs .  Some o f  the f i b e r s  are two t o  

three  inches Long, and they seem t o  have a r a the r  high t e n s i l e  

B t r e ~ t h .  

The praspecta l i e  approgimatelg along the Fairbanks Meridian, 



w h i c h  fr thar bonrdary l i n e  beween the townehipa i n  Range 1 

IEast errdthoseinRange1 Weet. IEmlyfn1959,  hnovanfound 

that p w t  o f  the land cowred by his mining c l a i n e  i e  included 

i n  an old patented homeatead. The Tair'banka Meridian iti the 

east bouDdury of the homestead, kt  one time the axact locat ion 

of the Tairbanka Meridian a t  thie place was marked on tho ground 

by a eo&tion mrner i n  Lloldetrean rd:Ley a; ehort diotance south 

of the proweeta, &parentZy t h i e  section corner was dea troyed 

when Ck)ldrtrem valley w a e  drodged. from comparing reesnt 

mapa o f  the area with the ground configuration, i t  appeaxa tbt 

the sebestos occurrence f e  on the  patented homeeta&, which covers 

thu h u t  onedm3.f of Section 36, Township 2 North, Range 1 Weet, 

f t now appears unlikely that Ilanavan will make angt further attempt 

t o  find the bedrock source of the aebsetos. 

C b Z l  ego, Uaeka 
May, 1959.. 

State Mining Engineer 


