
P l 3 3 L i i ~ l I ~ P  W O X T  O N  MY CREEK STTBBITE PIIOSPECI! , FOETYMIU DISTRICT, W K A  ? 

H$ l " 5 - b V  

Location --- 
I n  July, 1942, an exminat ion was made by the  wri tera  of a s t i b n i t e  prosyect 

on My Creek, near the  head of the Middle Pork of the  Fortymile S iver .  My Creek 

i s  a vrest-floling t r i b u t a r g  of Molly Creek, which i s  the  easternmost of two L a g e  

streanns t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  the  hedwate rs  of the Middle Fork of t he  Fortymile River. 

The s t i bn i t o  prospect  i s  s i t ua t ed  a t  an a l t i t u d e  of a l ou t  4,000 f e e t ,  i n  

a broad sadd1.e of  the r idge south of My Creek. I t  i s  about f i v e  miles eas t  Q:€ 

the mouth of My Creek and 12  miles !zout2lwest of M t .  Veta, ( see  U. S. Geol. Survey 

Circ le  Quadrrtnglo map). A t  present  t he  nearest  useablo l m d i n g  f i e l d  i s  at Chicken, 

about 50 a i r l i n e  miles t o  the e a s t ,  o r  about 70 miles on f o o t .  

Mining C1,a imu - 
Two Lodo claims,  measuring approximately 600 by 1,500 f e e t  each, have been 

staked by D a n  Mmske o f  Fairbanks and Fred Purdy of Chicken. According t o  the  

l oca t i on  not ices  the c l d m s  a r e  named Grey Wolf No. 1 and Grey Wolf No. 2; the 

owners a r e  h e  and Fred. mdy, La.set ta and Dan Manske, and Ethyl  and W i l l i a m  

T a f  t . 
Showi ms 

I n  t he  v i c i n i t y  of the  prospect the  country rock i s  mainly quarts  mica s ch i s t  

and qga r t z i t e  s c h i s t ,  over la in  by about f i v e  f e e t  of moss, s i l t  and s l i d e  rock. 

No e q o s u r e s  of rock i n  place were seen.  

The s t i b n i t e  occurs i n  a zone of  white,  n g g y  quartz t h a t  i s  over 100 f e e t  

wide i n  p laces  and i s  t raceable  by means of f l o a t  f o r  over 1 ,500 f e e t  ( see  sketc2) .  

I n  the  unconsolidated mater:tal over t h e  quartz zone the  coarse f l o a t  cons i s t s  almost 

e n t i r e l y  o f  vein quar tz .  Some of these quartz masses a r e  s eve ra l  f e e t  ac ross .  
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A a l igh t  depression, swampy fo r  the most p a r t ,  w a s  noted over 'the quartz zone. 

I t s  significance i s  not understood. 

Development of the prospect consis ts  of a trench 5 0  f e e t  long and from three 

to  s i x  f ee t  deeg, and several p i t s  abou't four f e e t  deey. Bedrock was apparently 

reached i n  the u9per end of the t rench,  which was extended dolmhill along the 

r:Ldge i n  order t o  carry away seepage waster. The trench was p a r t i a l l y  caved a-1; 

the time of the exmilnation, so tha t  bedrock was not v i s ib le .  I n  the p i t s  bedrock 

could not be reached because of excessive seepage. 

No s t i b n i t e  i n  place vas seen, but a large amount of f l o a t  has been uncovered 

i n  the trench and i n  t he  p i t s  f o r  a dis,tance of 275 fee t  d o n g  the quartz zone. 

About fbur tons of  o r e ,  estimated to  contajn over 50 percent antimony, as  well as 

several. tons of 1.ower grade ore ,  were found i n  the overburden during proszecting. 

One piece of high-grade s$fbni te  npeasured a3 inches across and. several  f ee t  i n  

length. I t  i s  l i k e l y  t ha t  considerably lhore ore occurs as f l o a t .  

Much of the high-grade ore  i s  nearly pure s t i b n i t e ,  containing no other 

~ L s i b l e  sulf ide minerals and p rac t i ca l ly  no quartz. I n  the lorver grade ore the  

only apparent impurity i s  quartz. The s t i bn l t e  i s  of the coarse,  bladed var ie ty ;  

some of the c rys ta l s  are an inch wide and s ix  inches long. Although some of i t  

has been d t u r e d  to  yellow oxides of antimony tha t  a r e  pseudonorphs o f  s t i b n i t e ,  

most of the ore i s  remarkably f r e s h ,  with an exceptionably b r i l l i a n t  l u s t r e .  

Conclusions -- 
Although no ore i n  place has been found, the largo amount of high-grade 

f l o a t ,  which evidently came from an orebody of considerable s i z e ,  indicates  t ha t  

addit ional prospecting i s  worthwhile. Since s t i b n i t e  f l o a t  i s  found over a 
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dis tance  of 275 f e e t ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  the ore  zone i s  pe r s i s t en t .  Like most 

s t i b n i t e  deposi ts ,  however, i t  may vary c o n ~ i d e r ~ ~ l y  i n  width. 

Becaxxse o f  the w e t  ground and the gentle slope of the r i dge ,  hand p r o q e c t i n g  

i s  d i f f i c u l t  etnd s low.  Surface prospecting could probably be bes t  done with a 

bul ldozer ,  supplelnented by dynamite to break the  l a r g e r  pieces of quartz. Under- 

g ~ o u n d  work should not  be startecl un t i l  a su i t ab l e  body of ore  has been found by 

surface  prospecting. 
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