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I n  1958 Jack Vilke and George Bobinson, placer  miners i n  the party- 

mile Dis t r ic t ,  discovered a large outcrop of magnetite-bearing igneous 

rock a f e w  miles south of Boundary, In 1959 they staked f i v e  claims 

on t i e  outcrop i n  hope tha t  i t  would prove to  be of commercial importance 

fo r  i t s  i ron  content, On ayb'uert 25, 1959, wh5le i n  the Fortymila 

Dis t r ic t ,  I exaslined the outcrop a& took f ive  samples. Andyses of 

the samples by %n&d R e i n ,  Assayer at the Division of Mines and Minerals 

Assay Office at College, showed tha t  the rock contains too l i t t l e  i ron  

to  be of value (Table I ) ,  Yigure I shows the location of the outcrop. 

On U a t  25, accompanied b,v the two owners, I traveled on foot  f r o m  

George Robinsont s placer mine to  the claims, exarnined tile outcrop, and 

returned t o  &binson*s. We s ta r ted  at 1 p m and returned a t  7 p m, 

A violent  wind storm accompanied by r a i n  and h a i l  struck shortly a f t e r  

we reached the c r e s t  of the ridge an6 continued u n t i l  evening. &thou& 

the storm precluded the tam% of pho topaphe and hmpered the  examination 

somewhat, i t  did not prevent us  f r o m  covering the  en t i re  outcrop. 

The samples w e r e  taken by chipping pLeces from the outcrop at 

in terva ls  of 30 to 40 f e e t ,  working from one s ide of the outcrop t o  the 

other across the full. width and along the length. The s q l e s  were taken 

i n  order from the eas t  end of the outcrop to  the west end. !&e western 

p a r t  of the outmop appears to  contain sonewhat more magnetite than the 

eastern part ,  and t h i s  i s  corroborated i n  a general way by the resul t$  

of the assays, 



The exposme of magnetitebearing rock i s  400 to  500 fee t  wide and 

i t  extends approxilnately the length of f ive  claims. kt the western end 

the rock type changes, and talc has been found at the extreme western 

end of the claims. At the eastern end, the magnetite-bearing rock 

disappears under a t a u s  slope. 2he size of magnetite crystals  i n  the 

rock rapges:*frm one-eighth to  threeeighths  inches. %ere @pears t o  

have been l i t t l e  or  no surfme al terat ion of the magnetite. k p m e n t l y  

the rock is  one of the aqhi 'oal i tes  described as a part  of the Birch heck 

schist  formation by J .  B. Mertie, Jr.  i n  U. S, Geological Survey Bul le t in  

872, llIE YUKONYTA~ANA REGION, AXIASRA, The amphibolites are mnsidered 

t o  be the metamorphic derivatives o f  pre-.Cambrian igneous rocks. 
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