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L i t t l e  Susitna-Fishhook a r e a  DATE: Oct. 25, 1953 -----------_--------- 
u 

October 20th and 21st  were epent on invee t iga t ion  of the clay 
d e p o s i t  held by Messrs Fabian and Moore. The property i s  lo-  
ca ted  on r i g h t  l i m i t s  of the  L i t t l e  Sus l tna  r i v e r ,  extending 
one mile n o r t h e r l y  from the  Fishhook creek bridge.  The cabin 
of Jack Fabians,  locateC on the  proper ty ,  i s  11.8 mi les  from 
the  junct ion of the  L i t t l e  Suaitna-Willow creek road on the  
Glen Highway at  Mile 50. 

Numerous small open-cuts and t e s t - p i t s  were examined, but  a l l  
work t o  d a t e  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  to  appra ise  the  r e a l  value an& 
p o s s i b l e  economic importance of the depos i t ,  

The depos i t  i u  of g l a c i a l  o r ig in .  I t  i s  t h e  owners b e l i e f  (and 
claim) t h a t  a "c leann  c lay  - of type which samples p rev ious ly  
s u b ~ i t t e d  suggest would be an exce l l en t  b r i ck  and t i l e  c l ay  - 
r e s t s  upon a g l a a i a l  boulder  c l a y  and has  a thickness  of 50 to  
100 f e e t .  

Sample was taken a t  one p o i n t  with 1 3/4"uggar t o  depth of 68 
Inches,  A t  aur face  a good c lean  c lay  w a s  exposed i n  shallow 
cut. whi ch probably was s l u f f  11 from bank above; i n  any event  
f o r  depth of . t he  sample the  ma te r i a l  encountered shows some 
fine grave l  and a few t h i n  seams of sand. .This t e s t  hole w a s  
stopped at  6g inches  by a coa r se r  p iece  o f  gravel. From this 
eample - which i e  a g l a c i a l  boulder c lay  - i t  would appeaP 
t h a t  t h e  reputed  clean c l a y  r e s t s  a t  a h igher  horizon. 

A new cu t  was excavated at another  p o i n t  bu t  here a l s o  t h e  
m a t e r i a l  appeared t o  be t h e  "bouldern c lay ,  

A prokram of test-work w a s  l a i d  out f o r  M r ,  Fabian t o  fol low.  
This included s e l e c t i o n  of  at  l e a s t  2 l o c a t i o n s  on the  steep- 
e s t  s lopes  (where bank I1aluff stl and *creeplngl1 would be a 
minimum). I t  w a s  suggested t h a t  the  of the clean c lay  
horizon should be determined, wi th  a s e r i e e  of "st  pped" open- 
c u t s  t o  be excavated t o  s u f f i c i e n t  dep th  t o  expose 1 t h e  un- 
d i s t u r b e d  c lay  bed f o r  t h e  t o t a l  thicknese of the  depos i t .  
This  work i s  considered e s s e n t i a l  before  the  "poes ib le"  i m -  
portance of t h e  depos i t  can be determined. 

On October 24th t h e  proper ty  was re -v i s i t ed  f o r  check on 
above open-cut program, However, with 1 2  inches  of f r e s h  
snow no a d d i t i o n a l  work had been done. I t  w i l l  be  checked 
and sampled upon r e c e i v i n g  advice of i t s  comple t ion.  


