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L e f t  Anchorage by c a r  morning of August l 3 t h ,  a r r i v i n g  t h a t  e v e n i n g  
a t  Valdez.  M r .  Max ' , i e l l s  o f  Valdez  was n o t  a . v a i l e b l e  f o r  t h e  t r i p  
and  a r r a n g e m e n t s  were x a d e  w i t h  13r. Davit? V i e t t i ,  a s s o c i a t e  of  I l r .  
',Veils, l e a v i n c  a t  noon August l 5 t h ,  1953. 

S t a y e d  t h a t  n i g h t  a t  t h e  o l d  h y 3 r o - e l e c t r i c  p l a n t  f o r m e r l y  s u p ? l : ~ i n $  
t h e  town of  Valdez ,  which h a s  been  abanrloned and  i s  now i n  v e r y  
p o o r  s t a t e  o f  r e p a i r .  The p l a n t  a n 6  e ~ ~ u i n m e n t  bras €012 t o  a Elir. 
Son tag ,  a n d  s a l v a g e  o f  usuab le ,wi l l  'oe mafie. 

c q d l p u e  -f 

L e f t  t h e  beacb. a t  5: j0 A. 1'. cnC r e t u r n e d  a t  g:?O I). Yi. on August 
1 6 t h .  T r i p  up t o  t h e  F i 3 a s  Mine workings  n e a r  upner  end o f  t h e  
Solomon Creek v a l l e y ,  a n  z i r l i n e  d i s t a n c e  e c t i n o t e 3  a t  h &  t s  5 
m i l e s  r e o u i r e d  5t h o u r s  an? t?.e r e t u r n  t r i p  !L h o u r s .  ~ l c l - ~ t ~ a i l  
and " t o t e f 1  roiii?. .*rere grown o v e r  an? t h e  v a l l e y  as a whole wac cc7r- 
e r e d  w i t h  d e n s e  v r i l l ~ r s  and  a l c i e r  growth.  Solomon Creelr - a c t x a l -  
l:r i? ernall r i v e r  - l a rge ly r  g l a c i e r  fed+ i s  s p l i t  up i n  n 7 ~ ! n m r ~ u s  

i c h a n - ~ e l s  a c r o s 9  t h e  t o  2 i n i l e  wide v a l l e y  f l o o r .  

The dam b u i l t  at head o f  s t e e p  na.rroTJ cmyon a n  e s t i n a t e ?  1 m i l e  
f rom t h e  b e a c h  Sy t h e  Grsnby Conso l ida te4  X i n i n ~ ,  % e l  t i n g  an8 
Power Comnany j u s t  p r i o r  t o  ':jorld :'la.r 1, i s  a t  50 foo$:e-!-eva- 
t i o n .  The d m  forrns a l a k e  an e s t i m a t e d  j/l! m i l e  i n  length .  a n d  
a 1909 t o  2600 i n  wid2h. Froa u?ner  end of l a k e  ts v a l l e y  f l o ~ r  
below t h e  l o v e r  adit l e v e l  h a s  a r e l a t i v e l y  u n l f o r x  . r r n ; l i s : r + , ,  an? 
a d i f f e r e n c e  of e l e v a t i o n  123  i n  t h e  2:- t o  j ~ i l e s .  ~ ~ l e v a t l o n s  by 
P a u l i n  a l t i m e t e ~ )  . 
A s t r eam gaug ing  s t a t i o n  hss  been e s t a 3 l i s h e 2 .  a t  mouth o f  Soloxor, Creek 
a n d  r e a d i n g s  a r e  b e l a g  t a k e n  a t  r e g u l a r  i a t e r v a l s  by t h e  Sowernrnent 
H:rClrogra.phic s e c t i o n .  

U n d e r ~ r ~ ~ n c l  d.evelopment and  e x ~ l o i t r , t ! , 3 n  h z s  bez;? l i x i t e d  t o  ?vest 
s i 2 e  of  t h e  vd'.e;r 30  fciq a e  c o u l d  b e  2et2r ' .xineci .  The 'cr~orlrlings 
( a s  shovL? i n  p i c t u r e s  t s 2  'se a . ! ; tackr"_  when r e t u r n e d  fro:n d e ~ r s l o p e r s )  
ar2 a s  f o l ' 1 9 ~ ~ e : -  

~ ~ 1 4 4  d e  A )  
1. Yo. 1 A d i t  a lev. 350 f t )  . T l i s  wasYm..in wor!ring l e v e l ;  t h e  hesvp 
e l e c t r i c  power ? f i r e  p.long n o r t h  s i d e  an4 ' o r ~ c k e t s  a t t a c k e ?  tc: t h e  
t inbe reg .  s e c t i o c  sugc.eote.1 t h a t  t r o l l e y  1oco. r lc t ives  were planne2. cr 
use!! 8 .ur ing  l a t  t3;- ? e r i r ~ d  o f  c?eY3';ioi-1. T 5 i s  l e v e l  i s  open fsr  a ' c o ~ t  
75 t o  If10 fee";;  'r.o:.~ever, d e b r i s  2-t 9 ~ r t g l  301~?-? T-:,?2tei- t~ d.ey,t!l o f  
1' t 3  lj inc'.e: snc'  t h i s  l e ~ r s l  WEIS n o t  exeni:ie.-1. F l a s h l i z h t  - sho~lrs 
sc:ne broken t i x b e r s  (d . r : f t  caps anF l s - c : l n = )  3 %  6'2 t o  75 f e e t  fr9- ; 2 r ) r + ,  

an,?- a l s o  in f i i ca te r j  e i t h e r  2 sh8.rp t l ~ ~ n  t o  r:_::",i=r l ? f t  o r  a. J ' cave3"  
s e c t i o n  a t  a t o x 2  1,?3 f 2 e t  f r g ~  p o r t a l .  



?.!idas Mine Repor t  
Valdez  D i s t r i c t  

The dump f o r  t h i s  l e v e l  i s  130  f e e t  i n  l e n g t h ,  r u n n i n g  n o r e  o r  l e s s  
a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  t o  s l o p e  o f  t h e  mounta in ,  and  c o n t a i n s  a n  e s t i m a t e d  
750 t o  1000 t o n s ;  i t  i s  75 t o  1Q0 f e e t  sou th  o f  t h e  a e k i a l  tramway 
bunker .  

E x a n i n a t i o n  of numerous p i e c e s  of  dunp m a t e r i a l  shows good chalco-  
pypjrte m i n e r a l i z a t i o n  h a v i n g  an es ' t inatec? 2 t o  5% copner  c o g t e n t .  
l s s o c i a t e ? -  a i n e r a l s  are p y r r h o t l t e ,  some g:r-ite, aad o c c a s s i o n a l  
a r e e n o p y r i  t e .  Pyr rho  t i  t e  i s  t h e  predominate  s u l f i d e ;  l i m o n i t e  which 
i s  p rominen t  on and i n  t h e  dump ( i n  p l a c e s  cement ing  t h e  f i n e r  
p i e c e s  of t h e  mined m a t e r i a l )  i s  of r e c e n t  develogment  an? .  d o u b t l e s s  
t r ss  l a r g e l y  deriveti .  f rom t h e  p y r r h o t i  t e  r e  t h e r  than +,he p y r i t e .  
A I1greent1 s t a i n  a.t s e r e r a l  p o i n t s  on t h e  dumps ha.e more t h e  ap2ear -  
a n c e  of g a r n i e r i t e  t h a n  m a l a c h i t e ;  t h i s  w i t h  t h e  g redomina te  pyr- 
r h o t i t e  s u g a e s t s  t h a t  t h e  s~ . r r ,p les  t a k e n  shou ld  a l s o  be checked f o r  
n i  cktel . 
A g r a b  sample (Yo. 2 i4I)  of  t h i s  6unp wzs talren f r c n  numerous suy- 
f a c e  p o i n t s .  

P h i s  a3it l e v e l  i s  a b o u t  40 f e e t  a'cove t h e  v a l l e y  f l o o r .  

2. No. 2 A d i t  ad lev. 955 f t ) .  B l t h o u g h N o .  1 A d i t  ( 8  It wide and 
7 f t  h i g h  c l e a r  of t i m b e r s )  a g p e a r s  t o  have been p lanned  ag t h e  
main working  l e v e l ,  t h e  No. 2 adi t  dumps s u g g e s t  t h a t  s h i n m e n t s  
o f  s o r t e d  o r e  c a r r i e d  t o  beach  f o r  d l s t m c e  of 4% t o  5 m i l e s  o v e r  
t h e  old t r a ~ l i n e  o r i ~ i r i a t e d  from and above t h i s  level i n  l a s t  
s t a g e  of o p e r a t i o n s .  

The w a s t e  o r  o r e  of t o o  low g r a d e  t o  por t  and s h i ?  a p p e a r s  t o  have 
been p l a c e d  on dump a l o n g  mountain s l o ~ s  t o  s o u t k  o f  p o r t a l ,  w h l l e  
b e s t  g r a d e  o f  o r e  was con2inel.l t o  a dunp leaC!.ing s t r a i g h t  o u t  f rom t h e  
p o r t a l .  I n  t h e  fo rmer  dump t h e r e  I s  an  e s t i n a t e d  300 t o  520 t o n s  
and. i n  t h e  l a t t e r  an  e s t i x a t e d  500 t o  730 t o n s .  

The Ifore" dump was a ~ o a r e n t l ; ~  hand-sor ted  a t  i t s  b a s e ,  where a 1 0  
t o  1 5  f o o t  f a c e  w i t h  h m d  s h c v e l i n g  p lank  p l a t f o r a  was used t o  hand 
s ~ r t  ariPL 13?.! t h e  b e e t  0,-e i n t o  wheel  barrmrs, v!:r'nich tlrere wheeled 
a b o u t  60 t3  75 f e e t ,  t h e r c e  d q l p e d  i n t o  a  ~ l & I ? ~ e  ( o r  chute)anl !  from 
t h e r e  haad t r a m e  J_ t o  t r amray  bunker.  

7 l  t xamina t io r !  c l  t k e  a a t e r i a . 1  i n  t h i s  " o r e  shows an e s t i m a t e d  
ave rppe  v,o!:~e o f  3 t o  52 copDer on t h e  s u r f a c e ,  w h i l e  d . i zz ing  i n t o  
t h e  d&np t o  d e p t h s  of  6 t o  1 2  i n c h e s  sho!.rs h i g h e r  ,gra:i.e m a t e r i a l ,  
s u ? : g e s t l n ~  - t h s t  t h e  avei-age grade cf t h e  S . ~ r r n ~  nay be even h i z h e r .  

Grab s c n q l e  2 : ~ .  3 Xi lJac t ~ l c e n  f r o n  nuLne-ous poir.$seroilnr? t h i s  
rfu.a? from s u . r f ~ c g  ai13 t~ d e o t h s  of' 6 t o  .Z i n c h e ~ .  

T'le No. 2 BC.i: 3 o r t a l  was cavec!, bu'c i t  i s  n o s ~ i 2 l e  t h a t  c l e a r i n g  
o u t  f o r  e x ~ x i ~ a t i o n  ~ o u l ? ~  be done w i x h i n  a few days .  



3. No. 3 A d i t  ( E l e v .  1035 ft). M a t e r i a l  on t h i s  dump s u g g e s t s  
n s  . l e n g t h  t o  b e  150 t o  200 f e e t .  I t  p o r t a l  i s  caved a n d  over-  
grown w i t h  w i l l o w  and  a l d e r  b r u s h .  

Grab sample No. 4 M i  was t a k e n  from numerous p o i n t s  a round  t h e  
dump from s u r f a c e  and  t o  d e p t h s  o f  6 i n c h e s .  Examinat ion  of  mat- 
e r i a l  i n  t h e  dump shows an e s t i m a t e d  2 t o  4 $ copper .  M i n e r a l i -  
z a t i o n  and o x i d a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  t h e  same. 

. No. 4 A d i t  a lev. 1175 f t )  . The p o r t e l  h e r e  i s  a l s o  caved  and  - 
oversrown w i t h  b r u s h .  T h i s  l e v e l  i s  p robab ly  t h e  o r i g i n a l  working  
and  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  100 f e e t  below t h e  o n l y  o u t c r o p  n o t e d .  

; , l a t e r i a l  on dump and t h a t  which has h a s  been c a r r i e d  down t h e  
s t e e p  s l o p e  s u g g e s t s  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h i s  working  was w i t h i n  l imi t s  
o f  133 t o  15'3 f e e t .  

Grab s a m ~ l e  No. 5 N i  w a ?  t a k e n  Pron  t h e  dump. C h a l c o p y r i t e  min- 
e r a l i z a t i o n  i s  n o t  as  s t r o n g  n o r  i s  t h e  p y r r h o t i t e  as  zbundant  
as  foun?  a t  t h e  l o w e r  l e v e l s .  

The copper  c o n t e n t  a s  nGted i n  numerous p i e c e s  exanined. on t h e  
d u m ~  i s  l o w e r  grafie - i t  i s  e s t i n a t e d  a t  l e s ~  t ' l-an 2%. 
/ 

5. Cu tc rop .  T3e o n l y  o ~ t c r o p  s e e n  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  a p p r o x i n a t e l y  
-30 f o o t  e l e v a t i o n ;  t i m e  d i d  n o t  p e r m i t  s e a c b h i n g  f o r  o t h e r s  r e -  
p o r t e d  a t  a r o u n d  t h e  1500 f o o t  e l e v a t i o n .  

T h i e  o u t c r o p  i s  i n  a 1 5  t o  29 f o o t  b l u f f .  The s h e a r  zone i s  23 t o  
10 f e e t  i n  w i d t h ,  v i t h  m i ~ e r a l i z a t i o n  l a r g e l y  l i x i t e d  t o  a 28 
i n c h  section on hanging-wall  aid-e.  Acroes t h i s  w i d t h  t he  s u l f i d e s  
o c c u r  as i r r e g u l a r  small l e n s e s ,  as r e p l a c e m e n t  of  t h e  warped 
and banded sed imen t s .  The amount o f  q u a r t z  p r e s e n t  i s  n e g l i g i b l e ,  
a n d  o c c u r s  h e r e  and t h e r e  as s h o r t  narrow v e i n l e t s  and i r r e g u l a r  
v e r y  small l e n s e s .  

The copper  c o n t e n t  a c r o s s  t h e  2,?! i n c h e s  sampler', i s  estimated. a t  
3 t o  4%. 
f h i 
o .  T a r %  S i d e  of  V a l l e y .  The o r e  OccuYPkfiae f n  a second r e p o r t e d  
= e a r  zone on e a s t  s i ? e  of v a l l e y  was n o t  examined. A$ t r s n c h  on 
a low e l o p e ,  a n  esti:e.:ed l Q C O  t o  12OO 9402, and abou t  503 f e e t  
z a s t  of  $oloaon Creek and  a b o u t  50 f e e t  h i g h e r  i s  v i s i S l e  from 
l u n p  of  No. 1 B ? i t ;  i t s  e l e v a t i o n  i s  a l s o  a b o u t  890 f e ? t .  

T h i s  'srencG' ( t r end . in2  f io r th - sou th )  bposs-cuts  t h e  r e p o r t e ? .  s t r i k e  
o f  t h e  s h e a r  zone,  a n d  is s.n e s t i n a t e : ? -  5 G  t o  75 f e e t  i n  l e n g t h .  
No o t h e ?  e ~ r i  fif:lc,e of s t r i ~ ? i r i g ,  t r e n c h k n g ,  o r  underground TCI deve lop-  
s e n t  was n o t e 7 ;  i n  t9 . t  r e l a t i v e l y  "open" a r e a .  l h i s  m i n e r a l i z e d  
zone i s  r e p o r t ? ?  i n  LT. . . S. E u l l e t i n  622 t o  b e  much w i d e r  b u t  
o f  l m e r  gra'a t han  t h e  phear  zone d e ~ e l o ? e ? ~  on w e s t  s i d e  o f  Solonon 
S r e e ! ~ .  T 5 i s  Tap be  a faill? 35 c o n t i n u a t i o n  of' >res t  s i d e  s h e a r  zone.  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ -  
The w e s t  an?  e a s t  sir3.e s h e a r  zonec o c c u r  in &T c l o s e l y  fo l . ? ed  a ~ ? ? ~  
f a u l t e d  s e d i m e n t e ,  com?oeeZ l a r g e l y  ( i n  v l c l n i t p  of t h e  z o n e s )  3f 
are:ill-i t e s ,  gra:.pzackes, c h e r t s ,  l i g h t  g:.a.y and g r e e n i s h  s c h i s t s .  



~ l t h o u ~ h  c l o s e  f o l d i n g  and f a u l t i n g  i s  n o t e d  i n  t h e  s e d i m e n t s  
and i n  t h e  r e p o r t e d  i n t r u s i v e  ( n e a r b y )  g r e e n s t o n e s  and  l i g h t  
c o l o r e d  ' l a p h e n i t i c l l  a i l i c i c  d i k e s ,  t h e  440 s t r e n g t h  of  t h e  a h e a r  
zones ,  t h e  g r e a t  t h i c k n e s s  of t h e  s e d i m e n t s  and t h e i r  l lcompetencel l  
80 f a r  as t h e  v i s i b l e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  ahea r  zone i s  concerned-, 
s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  e x p e c t a t i o n  of  t h e  menera~iERFBbB t i n e  
g r e a t e r  d i s t a n c e s  b o t h  l a t e r a l l y  an"ertica1ly t h a n  have been  de- 
t e r n i n e d  t o  3 a t e .  

: J i t h  t1q.e s e v e r a l  durnps a.t  t h e  v p r i o u s  A d . l t  L e v e l s  shotving co2per  
v a l u e s  x h i c h  a r e  e s t i a a t e z  t o  b e  of  good m i l l i n g  grai ie ,  and  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  v a l u e s  were c o n s i d e r e d  ( f o u n d  t o  be )  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  hand 
s o r t  a n d  s h i p  f o r  a s h o r t  per ioc? ? r i o r  t o  ( a n d  d u r i n g  ? )  World 
Xa? 1, i t  c e r t a i n l y  a p 3 e a r e  t h a t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h o u l d  be ziver! 
t o  c l e a n i n g  o u t  t h e  l e v e l s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  a d i t a  Yo. 1 and Yo. 2 )  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  p e r n i t  2 t ho rough  exarc ina t ion  a n d  s a n p l i n g  o f  
t h e  o l d  work ings .  

Tne r e c o r d s  were e x e , ~ i n e 4 ~  i n o f f i c e  o f  t h e  ?J. 5. Uomissioner  i n  
Vs ldez ;  t h i s  s e a r c h ,  h o v e v e r ,  C L i - 7  n o t  r e v e a l  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t k e  
c l a l : ~ ~  o f  t h e  ;+lic",as g roun  haC e v e r  been  p a t e n t e d  o r  n o t .  Fl;.rthe:- 
s e a r c h  i n  A ~ c k o r a g e  government o f f i c e s  ~ a r i l l  be nade. 

O l d  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  a i n i n g  m e r a t i o n s  of SranSy S o n ~ o l i d a t e ? ~  : . 4 i i i -  
i n s ,  S m e l t i n g  (PC P ~ w e r  Songan~r wculd be  ? e e i r ~ . b l e  t o  s t u e y ,  and 
would show w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  development  and e x g l o i t a t i o n  u n d e r  
c u r r e n t  c o p p e r  p r i c e s  were J u e 3 i f  led.. 

In@uir:r of o l 3 e r  r e s i d e n t s  i.? Valdez  s u p z e s t  t h a t  t h e  : l i das  Grouo 
was p r o b a b l y  p a t e n t e d ,  a l t h o x g b  t h e y  d i e  n c t  r e c a l l  e v e r  h a v i n g  
heart? o f  o f  i f  b e i n g  done.  If i t  i s  aseumed ( o r  kno1.m) t h a t  t h e  
Granby coxpacy bought  t h e  p r o p e r t y  from t h e  owners ,  i t  i s  l o g i c a l  
t o  s s c u % e  t h a t  p a t e n t  t o  t h e  ground w a s  o b t a i n e d ;  however,  s e a r c h  
o f  t h e  V a l a e z  C o n m i s s i o ~ e r s  r o c o r d s  d i d  n o t  show t r a n s f e r  of t i t l e  
t i t l e  t o  the111, b u t  d o e s  show t h e  r e c o r d i n g  o f  an?_ual  a s s e s s m e n t  
work up t o  abou: 152C. D e t e r m i n a t i o n  of  p r e s e n t  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  i s  d e s i r a b l e ,  as  two men i n d i c z t e d  tGleir  2 e - s i r e  t o  r e -  
l o c a t 3  t h e  grouni", i f '  i t  i s  nr,v open.  

+\vq .-,-, 3 -I z t"_ pro7erT;r Is c l a s e  ( L L  ? t o  5 m i l e s  a i r l i n e )  :o t h e  -ceac%, 
r a > - s ; - , i l i t ~ t i 3 n  3f t h e  ol?. ~ G C ? .  ~ n ( ? - / ~ r  t1-32~ l i n t ?  !*?ill orove  c o s t l y .  

R e s u l t s  of ?l~-.p eampii:::, ekeLjc2 ~ a 3  of  g l i !  w c r k i n g  l ~ ) c i i t i o n s ,  
and  ~ i c ' ; u r e s  ta:;en a n  t k e  trir, a r i l l .  be f o r w a r ~ l e d  :r'ne~ r e c e i v e d  
and when s a o  cen  'be c o n ~ l e < e 5 .  

Rereref ice  i s  z s ? e  t 3  v. :?. ?-. 5. F;ullel;i.l  6", p a g e s  187-152. 


