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As a resul-k of %he %mi-f;erle failme %s f ind t h e  old Ibach 

Prospect I n  the seasons of 1954 m d  1955, L X ~ .  Joe %bath decided t o  

persona1l.y inves%lga;t;e the matter. He fsmd and relocated Vne prospeet 

during the ea-sliy spring of 1956. !The undersigned visi ted the p~ospec t  f o r  

purposes sf examination an& sampling on 9 Sep%mber 1954. 'me m i t e r ' s  

eonelusions as to lack of mi:lerakiza.tisn an6 conjectures as t o  %he existence 

06 %he prospect i n  t h e  two earlie-s reports (MX 96-2 and MI 96-3) shadd 

be disregarLled. There is defini tely a copper prospect on Ibeck Creek 

as &kc 3bach had re~or.teit to the Depa-rtnenk. Xowever, more exploratosy 

trork I s  necessary before i t s  possibil i tZes can be f a b r l j  assessed. 

As related i n  the  earlier reports, access t o  meek Creek, on 

which the grospec'r; i s  located, is gained by l a d i n g  an Ibeck Ldce  with a 

fimt plane. Takeoff space i s  masggiml, so top perfomnee i s  necessary 

f o r  safety. %%e lake i s  about 3.0 ~ninutes f lying time noycheast of Cordsva. 

!Lke prospect i s  about 2-1/& miles XQ the creek as shown on the ~,%tachedi 

v i c i n i t y  map. The elevation is 770 fee%. 1% can hardly be missed if one 

tra-vels i n  Vie creek bo-ttafi and watches the right hand bank. going up streaa. 

%be geographic& eoordina-kes of I;ne prospeck are approxirna-t;ely 145 "24 ' 1.1 
lcmgltude and 60 "39.5 + N la,tltude. 



The rocks through which neck  Creek flows a re  mostly s la tes ,  

graprackes, and some greenstone. These are  probably of the  Orca Group 

which i s  found around. most of Prince Vlil,liam Sound. The Ibach prospect 

consists of an a d i t  about 70 f e e t  long driven ln to  an apparent shear zone 

along the  s t r ike .  The portal, i s  i n  the creek bar& there  the mineralized 

zone i s  exposed. It i s  shown I n  Figure I. The zone i s  about 111. f e e t  

wide a t  t h i s  point and mineralized with chalcopyrite for perhaps a t o t a l  

tJidVn of ll feet ,  there  being barren areas or l'hosses" within %he zone. 

+&ether t h i s  i s  an average width could not be determined because the 

a d i t  was driven on %he strilre and the  tridth was not developed at any 

other point. The mineralization includes considerab3.e pyrrhotite i n  

addition t o  the  chalcopyrite. 

The nature of the  zone within the a d i t  changes l i t t l e  with the  

exception of a mall area on the north r i b  near the  face, where some 

inject ing of barren quartz in to  the  s l a t e  has taken place. Associated with 

t h i s  quartz is a dark-colored serpentine ~rhich shows evidence of some 

movement. The t o t a l  amount of movemen'c within the shear as a whole has 

been re la t ive ly  small, but suff ic ient  fracturing and shearing toolc place 

t o  open up channeltrays f o r  the mineralizing solutions t o  c i rculate .  The 

s t r ike  and dip a re  N 80'33 and from 55" t o  6 5 " ~  respectively. 

Samples were taken over four-foot widths at  three widely 

separated locations within the  adi t ,  but they Irere a l l  necessarily re -  

presentafxtve of pract ical ly  the same portion of the  shear because of the 

a d i t  being driven on the s t r ike .  Going f"rom inside the por ta l  t o  near the 



face, the  resul t s  were 2.0 5%) 4.86$, and 5.6% copper respectively. The 

center saanple tras a l so  assayed f o r  nickel because it %ms part icular ly high 

i n  pyrrhotite, but the  resul t  w a s  n i l .  

There was insuff icient  the for  fur ther  sampling or geologizing. 

The wri ter  had spent too much t i a e  prospecting the  lower part  of the  creek 

for  other copper mineralization reported by Nr. Ibach, and miscalculating 

the available tirne l e f t  in which t o  meet the plane, did not leave as much 

time as should have been u t i l i zed  at the  prospect. The ad i t  goes in to  

a bench i n  such a mmer  tha t  there is l i t t l e  "back" over it, and t h i s  

~ ~ o u l d n ' t  be -improved for  sane distance i f  %he ad i t  were driven further.  

It ~?ould seem tha t  an e f fo r t  should be made %o trench the zone on top of 

the bench and trace it, i f  possible, koward the eas t  side of the  valley. 

Hovever, there is considerable s l ide  toward tha t  side, and trenching m i g h t  

not be pract ical .  No attempt was made by the writer t o  t race  the zone 

across the  creek, but lookdng i n  the  direction of the s t r ike  t o  the west, 

one can see what appears t o  be an ex%ension of the  zone a t  a distance of 

several hundred feet .  See Figure 2. Also on the  s tr ike,  but at an 

elevation of something l i k e  3500 feet ,  can be seen an outs"cnding gossan. 

In conclusion, it is  the  opinion of the  undersigned tha t  the 

prospect as exposed thus far i s  somewhat small, considering i t s  apparent 

grade. Kowever, it could possibly be much noye extensive. It i s  be- 

l ieved tha t  fur ther  exploratory work w i l l  have t o  be performed t o  be t te r  

outline and evaluate the  mineralized zone, before i t s  commercial possibil-  

ties can be properly determined. 

/ / James A. W i l l i a m s  ii/ Terr i tor ia l  Mining Engineer 



Figure 1. Ibach prospect po r t a l  
looking N 80"~. Xost 
of the  e ~ o s e d  rock i n  
place cons t i tu tes  the  
mineralized zone. 

Figure 2. Looking S 80°W from the  
p o r t d .  Possible exten- 
sion of the  shear ( ? )  zone 
c m  be seen where nearer 
ridge i s  notched i n  u,qper 
center of photo. Large 
gossan area can be seen 
beyond and abwe t h i s  notch 
on the  near side of t he  
higher ridge. 



Ibeck Creek Vic ln~ty  Map 
s h o w ~ n g  l o c a t ~ o n  o f  

3 bach Copper Prospect  

Adapted f rom aer~al photo. 


