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Late  iil 1350 a Le t te r  f ron  Ivk. Ton R i c h a r d s ,  Lymal, 'iiashington, was received 

a t  %the K~ tch i i r a r ;  o f f i ce  oT the i)ep=tment of Lines,  i n~ ; . i r i ng  about En assay 

s a p l a  he had submit-tea i n  1942 from a discovery made ~ ~ r n i l e  logging at coning 

I n l e t ,  Long I s lano ,  o f?  t he  southvrest coast  of h i n c e  of Wales I s l and .  This  

l e t t e r  ini2;iete& a four-gem s e r i e s  OF correspondence between 1W. R i c h s d s  an6 

t h e  v ,~i -Ler ,  ~vi~ei.ei;-! 1.2, 2ichards ~ t t e r r p t e d  t o  uescribs tile locztio^n, o f  t h e  pros- 

pect  and  requested Depzrtlnent ess i s t ance  i n  invest iget ing i t ,  a s  i n f o m t i o n  
- - -. - - - _ _  _I____---- 

indiczted that the discovery had consis te6  of a ten  t o  f i f t e e n  foo t  vein, exposed 

f o r  about t::.enty f e e t ,  and containing subs t an t i a l  s i l v e r ,  copper, and l ead  values. 

Af t e r  es tabl ishing the approximte  loca t ion ,  and rr i th W. Richmdst ayproval, 

the  w r i t e r  interes-ced IJT. John Bufvers, a Ketchikan prospector, i n  t he  stab and 

obtaine6 from him an o r a l  agreement t h a t  Lfc. Richards would receive.  a one-third 

i n t e r e s t  in the  claim i f  Mx. Bufvers was a b l e  t o  locate  it a16 f ounu it v~orthy. 

Bufvers then m d e  e cozpehensive study of t i i ~  ciatc- provided by 15~. Richards and, 

i n  add i t ion ,  s tadied a Department repor t  on t h e  Foster  'Frospect (253-JCR, &go 1942), 

made ave i lab le  t o  h in  by t he  present v z i t e r  who believea the  two prospects t o  be 

i n  the  same immediate area i f ,  indeed, they vjere not one and t he  same proper t i es .  

Mr. Sufvers then proceeded t o  Coning In le t  znd spent tvro days d i l i g e n t l y  seerchiag 

f o r  the occmrence, but vias unsuccessful due t o  tile extremely heavy groxth of 

brush m a  other  irnpeciiments t o  t r a v e l  and v i s i b i l i t y  ir  t h i s  logged-off area.  

Zo11o~:ing vl~ther int crchenge of &e~G5ers xi-ti; I ~ Z ,  ;iichards, thE rrriter 



decided t o  make  a personal  attempt t o  f i n d  the repor ted  showing and t o  determice, 

if p o s s i b l e ,  vrhether continued i n t e r e s t  w6.s j u s t i f i e d ,  Accordingly arrangements 

were maae and t h e  v x i t e r  a r r i v e d  st Coning In l e t  l a t e  on September 30th. The 

folloriving dzy t h e  search was begun. 

P r i o r  i n f o m t i o n  hea e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  prospect  l a y  near the  western 

branch of a logging road t h a t  began a t  t h e  beach, n e e r t h e  head of Coning I n l e t ,  

which s t a r t i n g  poin t  was r e a d i l y  found. Travel  on t h e  o l d  planked roati was good 

t o  a p o i n t  j u s t  beyond t h e  branch. The right-hand branch, which had been indica t -  

ed a s  l ead ing  t o  the  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  prospect ,  soon becomes very brushy even though 

it i s  e l eva ted   fro^ t h r e e  t o  t e n  f e e t  ebove the  grouna, On ekther  side of t h e  road 

heav brush FBG ao~me6 timber i n t e r l z c e a  through 'the brush makes v i s i b i l i t y  and 

t r a v e l  extremely CiifSicuPt, e s  M r .  Bufvers had re2orted. 

I n  t h e  area  vJhere t h e  prospect  was  thought t o  be,  f o u r  hours were spent  in 

a f r u i t l e s s  search. F i n a l l y ,  r e t r a c i n g  t h e  route  t o  an a r e a  which had been t ravers-  

ed e a r l i e r ,  and v:hich had y ie lded  t h e  only encouraging s i g n s  of  bedrock erxposues 

s o  f a r  i n  evidence, the  sea rch  was concentrateu.  Xere, pu re ly  by acc iden t ,  a r a i l -  

road  r a i l  a n v i l ,  on 8 t h r e e  f o o t  wood block,  stood completely hidden by h igh ,  dense, 

brush. kt l e a s t  h d f  an hour of f u r t h e r  searching was necessary  before  t h e  o ld  

auml, ant workings w e n  iiiscovered l e s s  than  f i f t y  f ee t  away, a l l  w i t h i n  one hundred 

f e e t  o r  t h t  f i r s t  route through t h e  same zrea .  

Once found,  t h i s  outcropping vsas seen t o  be vzelb exposed on i t s  dovsnhill (west) 

s ide  and d o n g  i ts  l eng th  f o r  about one hundred Zeet.  Fur the r  examination indica ted  

t h a t  i t  conformed i n  a l l  r e s p e c t s  t o  2oebmts a e ~ c ~ i p t i o n  (SR-JCR ~ u g u s t  1942) of t h e  

F o s t e r  prospect .  Furthermore, it  seemed t o  conform reasonably w e l l  w i th  t h e  somev.rhat 

rough 6 e s c r i p t i c n  as given by *Lr. Xicherds,  although h i s  discovery v i s i t  must have 

preceded, blr a very narrov mzrgi r ,  t h e  l o c a t i o 2  anc, zhe work accomglished by 2'oster.  



While it mjr be p o s s i b l e  t h e t  unuerbrush covers  =other  outcropping v e i n  i n  t h e  

v i c i n i t y ,  t h e  w r i t e r  i s  of t h e  a e f i n i t e  opinion t h a t  the Fos t e r  prospect  2nd t h e  

Richarcis p rospec t  a r e  one and t h e  same. It i s  c u r r e n t l y  un-stdced a d  t h e r e  h a s  

been no f u r t h e r  work accor~plishei i  s i n c e  t h e  u e - ~ e  of a o e - h l s  e x m i n a t i o n ,  

Tvro samgles ruere cu t  ac ros s  the rough, n o r t n  face of t h e  vein,  a s  expose2 for 

a width  of e leven  f e e t  i n  t h e  o l d  c u t ,  k grab s m p l e  was a l s o  taken from t h e  dump. 

The a s say  r e s u l t s  were a s  follows: 

Fron f o o t w e l l ,  0  t o  5 f e e t  

ku .......... N i l  
Ag .......... Trace 
Cu .......... Trace 
Pb .......... Trace 

D i t t o ,  5 f e & t  t o  11 f e e t  

Au ........... 0001 
Ag ........... ??race 
CU ........... 0.05 5; 
Pb ........... Trace 

Grab, lrom Dump 

.......... Au Trace 
lg .......... Trace 
Cu .......... Trace 
Pb .......... N i l  

It should be no ted  t h a t  t hese  a s says  r e f l e c t  t he  e f f e c t  of surface l e a c h i n g  

of t h e  su l l ic ie  minerals. It wes not  p r z c t i c a l ,  zt t h i s  tiole, t o  c l ean  and p repa re  

a  deep cut  p r i o r  t o  sampling, t h e r e f o r e  t h e  two s m p l e s  from t h e  ve in  r e p r e s e n t  a 

depth of cu t  amou; l t in~  t o  one o r  tvro inches.  Roehmts sampling was done a t  the  

bottom of t h e  then  new c u t ,  and should be cons idered  more accurzteby r ep resen ta -  

t i v e  of the  v e i n  m a t t e r .  The m i t e r t  s s a p ~ j l e s  were obta ined  p r imer i ly  as rough 

checks and no a t tempt  was m a ~ e  t o  s e p a r a t e l y  s m p l e  t h e  tvro t o  t h r e e  f e e t  of v e i n  

a&joining t h e  hanging w a l l ,  which p o r t i o n  was seen  t o  comprise t h e  highest grade  

m a t e r i a l .  This  highei- grade po r t ion  was incluaec: i n  a f i v e  f o o t  s m p l e  s e c t i o n  

by A o e h  (Smr,ie 1062>,  L ~ C  i r ~  z s i x  f o o t  s e c t i o n  by t h e  i.:riter (5 -to 11). 



Roehats tv~o samples azo repor ted a s  Tollows: 

AU w e r o r r e o  N i l  
& . 0.1Q Oz, pe r  ton 
cu O . . . . . .  1.20 $ 
Pb ........ 0.55 $ 
m . * . . o .  1.22 p 

Au .......... 0.02 Oz. per ton  
Ag *......... 0.30 f f  11 11 

C u  .......... 0.47 $ 
Pb .......*.. Nil.  
Zn .......... Om18 

The current examination cm ad6 nothing of wportance t o  Roehm's repor t .  The 

values across a f u l l  mining width, i n  t h i s  one cut ,  do not appear t o  warrant pm- 

ticuLar i n t e r e s t ,  although the w r i t e r  f u l l y  agrees with Roehmts suggestion t ha t  the  

vein  should h~ .ve  been opened a 6  sampled a t  one or two add i t iona l  po in t s  along i ts 

expose6 length. Generally, it viould seem the% in 1942, tvhen the  grouna cover w 2 s  

at a minimm, the  addi t ional  exploratory vroxk necessary t o  properly eveluate the 

vein  and t o  seek i t s  extensions by trenching a t  each end, would have been inexpensive 

and wise. 8av, however, t he  ex i s t i ng  cover of dense brush and quan t i t i e s  o ? d e b r i s  

fro& l o g g i ~ g  operations sevesely reduces the  chances f o r  new surface discoveries 

and increases the  cost and l zbor  of trenching and other exploratory work. The 

fact remzins, nevertheless,  t h a t  the prospect a p p ~ a r s  t o  have 1 i t l ; l . s  merit u n l e s s  

addi t iona l  discoveries are made t o  increase  both  the tonnage and the  tenor.  The 

good rridtii of the one Mlov~n v e i ~ ,  t he  re la t ionship  t o  g r w i t i c  in t run ives   an^ t o  

massive iia-estone, togsther  w i t h  o ther  eviaence su~gest i ing f a u l t i n g  and sneazing 

i n  the  v i c i c i t y  of the ve in ,  an6 perhaps several  hundred yards t o  t he  west thereof,  

a re  dl f zvorable elements t h a t  should be weighec 8gains-t the urdavorable features .  

-. 
&t Glover, &I=. - issayer 
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