


Housekeeping

• Agenda – agc.dnr.alaska.gov

• QA – remote and in-person

• No-Mic RULE

• Raffle: must be in-person and in-attendance

• Sign-in: QR code – ESRI StoryMap license
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Sign-in
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Geospatial Journey

Erin 
Novakovich

Geoportal 
Manager
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Who is….

Dr. Leslie Jones

Geospatial 
Information Officer

Andrew 
Herbst

Geoportal 
Manager

Erin 
Novakovich

Geoportal 
Manager

Nadine 
Doiron

NOAA Digital 
Coast Fellow
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Mission 
Coordinate the development and 
management of geographic 
information in Alaska

Vision
Provide credible, timely and accurate 
geographic information for widespread use 
by decision-makers and Alaskans

What is….
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Improving and Modernizing Alaska’s
Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI)
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What is SDI?
• For every organization or agency producing or working with 

geospatial data...SDI is a way for them to put that data together 
and share collaboratively with their partners 

• SDI puts governance, data, and technology mechanisms in place 
for data sharing AND...

• ...most importantly puts the capacity building and engagement 
pieces to work across and among organizations to help solve 
problems

• Key Characteristic? MULTI-organizational
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Spatial Data Infrastructures (SDI):
Organizational or thematic driven

Country to country (pan-European SDI)

Global SDI

Local govs to State

Regional – state to state

NG 9-1-1

Coastal

Imagery

Roads

Addresses

Parcels
Wetlands
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National Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI)
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National Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI)

National ≠ 
Federal
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National Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI)

Different levels of government 
responsible for different data themes



Alaska’s Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI)
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What SDI is NOT
• Not just servers and databases
• Not a data clearinghouse
• Not a metadata clearinghouse
• Not technology
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Modern SDI: Four Pillars

Collaborative 
Governance

Special sauce = 
leadership and strategy

Data and Technology
Supported by modern 
infrastructure and technologies

Engagement with 
Stakeholders

Ensure all developers and users 
have a seat at the table

Building Capacity
How do we do it better  -
together?
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Why do states have Councils ?

« Most successful SDIs around 
the world are not the best 

funded – they are the ones with 
good leadership that help keep 

people moving in the same 
direction »

Dr. Jill Saligoe-Simmel



How many states have…

Erin 
Novakovich

Geoportal 
Manager

GIOs or equivalent? Geospatial Councils?

YES

NO
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Why do states have Councils ?

Erin 
Novakovich

Geoportal 
Manager
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Spatial Data Infrastructure

GOAL:
To have 

representation of all 
stakeholders – to 

create complete and 
comprehensive 

shared data

Credit: Bill Johnson - AppGeo



Erin 
Novakovich

Geoportal 
Manager
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Alaska 
Geospatial 
Council

Pathway for Public and 
Private Engagement

Independent Advisory Council 
administered by Alaska 
Geospatial Office
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Alaska Geospatial Council

To have representation of all stakeholders



Erin 
Novakovich

Geoportal 
Manager
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AGC’s Strategic Goals



Erin 
Novakovich

Geoportal 
Manager
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Leadership is key to 
success

« If you don’t have leadership, vision 
and collaboration – technology doesn’t 

matter » 

-- Dr. Jill Saligoe-Simmel

Ensure YOUR voice is heard!

Be a part of the 
community



GOALS
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Comprehensive 
shared data 
framework

• Complete statewide 
mapping of 
foundational 
framework datasets
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Future of the State Geoportal?
Managed by Alaska Geospatial Office

• Build Collaborative Governance by 
working WITH the Data Stewards for 
individual organziations and agencies

• Ensure authoritative data is accessible in 
portal

• Implement data standards requirements 
thru collaboration with stakeholders

• Eliminate duplicate datasets

• NEW Imagery/Elevation/...Bathymetry 
database and application for 
downloads 

• Foundational – Framework datasets
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Role-Models in the Nation



C
ol

la
bo

ra
te

 –
In

no
va

te
 –

Ed
uc

at
e 

–
Sh

ar
e

Role-Models in the Nation
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Role-Models in the Nation
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Role-Models in the Nation
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Erin 
Novakovich

Geoportal 
Manager
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Leadership is key to 
success

« Future lies with the PEOPLE and that 
belief in community and recognizing the 
value in sharing to solve problems and 

make decisions »
-- Dr. Jill Saligoe-Simmel

Ensure YOUR voice is heard!

Be a part of the 
community
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