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What is 
Planet 
Imagery?

• Daily streaming of 3m imagery
• Weekly and monthly base maps
• Tasking of .5m Imagery
• Available via an online web app named Planet 

Explorer & an ArcPro Plugin



Use Cases 
to Date

Fire Perimeters

Fire Origin Location

Monitoring Suppression Activities

Snow Free Day for Weather and Fire Fuels Modeling

Timber Sale Inspections

Road Layout

Forest Practices Act Enforcement



Daily Fire Perimeter Updates
This was where we realized the greatest benefit for the Fire Protection Branch



Determining Snow Free Day for Weather and Fire Fuels Modeling



Other Fire 
Protection 
Benefits Realized
• Find and digitize suppression lines, etc.  

• Better planning during active 
incident and during rehab phase

• See fire activity and local wind patterns
• More accurate situational 

awareness

• Ability to find more accurate Fire 
origins

• Less time spent on investigations



Resources
Benefits Realized

• Timber Sale Layout
• Species Differentiation
• Previous sales are visible making future sales much 

easier to layout accurately 
• Timber Sale Inspections

• Riparian Buffers
• Unit Boundary
• Sale Progress Tracking
• FRPA Inspections



Alaska Forest 
Resources and 
Practices 
Act(FRPA)

What is it?
Purpose
“The Act is designed to protect 
fish habitat and water quality 
and ensure prompt 
reforestation of forest land 
while providing for a healthy 
timber industry. The FRPA 
ensures that both the timber 
and commercial fishing 
industries can continue to 
provide long-term jobs.”



Conclusion & Acknowledgements
• Valuable tool for Resources and Fire Protection
• The more Planet gets used, the more use cases are found
• Not a silver bullet

• Leslie Jones for starting the Pilot Program
• Foresters and Fire Managers who use the imagery
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