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MAPLand Act

Improving Outdoor Recreation Data for You

Presented By: 

Angie Southwould, NPS AK Region GIS Coordinator



MAPLand Act Overview

o “Modernizing Access to Our Public Lands Act”

o Public Law 117-114 (congress.gov)

o Directs federal land management agencies to 

standardize and digitize recreational access 

information and make it available to the public.

https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ114/PLAW-117publ114.pdf


MAPLand Act Intent

TO THE PUBLIC

about access to public lands for recreation.

Provide easy to use, consistent digital data



MAPLand Act Intent

Where 
can I go?
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can I go?

How do I 
get there?
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can I go?

How do I 
get there?
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MAPLand Act Intent



MAPLand Act Data Elements

Where can I go? How do I get there? What can I do?

Roads and Trails Modes of Travel Recreation Sites

Hunting and Rec

Shooting Closures



MAPLand Act Task

Enterprise

Perspective

Quality

Integration Data Standards

Distributed Dissemination



MAPLand Act Challenge



MAPLand Act Challenge
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“I love implementing 

Spatial Data Standards… 

so long as I’m the one who 

developed them.” 

–Angie Southwould



Establish the Process

o Emphasizes process over the 

standard content or style

o Follows the data standard from 

inception to implementation

o Recommends a timeline that reflects 

the workload and effort

o Improves support with review 

periods and deliverables that allow 

for realistic testing



Establish the Process

Apply the Process to 

each Data Element



Establish Core Fields

o Designed to facilitate the data 

standard development process

o Serves as a starting point and 

minimum requirement

o Provides a structured framework

for documenting feature metadata

o Provides consistency across all data 

elements



Establish Core Fields

Apply the Core Fields to 

each Data Element



Collect Agency Standards



Establish MAPLand Standards

o Include all Core Fields

o Promote fields from Agency 

Standards that are…

o Relevant to the Public

o Common across Agencies

o Required by the Act

o Distribute Draft for Agency Review

o Adjudicate Feedback and Revise



MAPLand Act Next Steps

Deadline Task MAPLand Act

April Annually • Submit progress report to Congress Section 7

October 2024

(30 months)

• Jointly develop interagency spatial data 

standards and ensure compatibility among 

databases for dissemination

• For Recreation Sites (element #1?) that depict 

locations where recreation is available to the 

public (under review by Departments)

Section 3

April 2026

(4 years)

• Publish Easements and Less-than-fee Interests 

(element #2) in private land that provide 

public recreational access to federal land

Section 4

April 2027

(5 years)

• Publish Roads (element #3) and Trails 

(element #4) that are open/closed to specific 

vehicle classes

• Publish Hunting and Shooting Boundaries 

(element #5) that are regulated/closed

Section 5



Alaska Next Steps?



Questions?

Contact Me

Angie Southwould

angie_southwould@nps.gov

Creating a database can be like

creating a universe, only more complicated.

At least when the universe was created,

There was no one around to complain.

-Michael J. Hernandez, Database Design for Mere Mortals

mailto:angie_southwould@nps.gov
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