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DANGERS IN OLD HMINE OPENINGS

The emphasis of the need for fallout shelters has led many communities and individuals to
plan on using idle or abandoned rine tunnels, drifts, and/or shafts for shelters when an
emergency arises. In many cases, these underground openings may actually provide adequate
protection as planned or hoped, but a warning must be sounded as to the dangers of going
into such opeaings without first taking careful precautions. No one should enter, much

less plan to remain in, en old mine opening that has not been thoroughly inspected, repaired
if necessary, and declared safe by a qualified person. Otherwise, severe injury and even
death may result. Vhere openings are planned for shelters, they should be thoroughly
exanined and made a2s safe 23 pocsible by, or under the direction of, a competent miner or
mining engineer.

Precautions that must be taken include, but are not limited to, the following: (1) the
back -znd ribs (ceiling and walls) must be examined and barred down or timbered to reduce
the danger of falling rock, (2) overhead chutes must be blocked by timber to prevent
rock frca the cverhead stopes or rooms from falling into the tunnel, (3) downward chutes
and other openings cust be likewise blocked to prevent persons from falling into them,
(4) old timber must be exanmined and replaced where needed, (5) the presence of harmful or
deadlvy gases must be suspected and properly checked for, (6) sufficient ventilation must
te provided, {~yending on the gassy nature of the opening and the number of people to be
ecconmodated, and (7) the portion of the tunnel or opening used as a shelter, and the
escapevay, chould be in solid rock, if possible, to help prevent collapse or cave-in by
blast concussion.

Gases are particularly likely to be encountered in coal mines and old mine openings which
were hcoavily timbered. The presence of gas can be safely detected only by the use of a
safety locmp in the hands of a qualified individual., In coal mining, personnel who use
exfety lc=ps for inspezticn of vorking places for the safety of the miners must first be
certified by an official ercoining bozard as to their competency and experience. There
are a few of these qurlified individuals in Alaska at the various coal mines in additiom
to the State Coal illne Inspector of the Division of Geological Survey and the Federal
Cozl Mine Inspector of the U. S. Eureau of Mines.

The State Coal Mine Inspector and the State liining Engineers are available for examination
znd/or recommendations on old nine workings under certain conditions, and as travel funds
pernit. Where the planned use of an old nmine opening is part of a community's Civil
D=fence plan approved by the CD authorities, and a request for an examination of the
opeaing has been clezred throvgh Civil Defensa, Division of Geological Survey persomnel
will, if travel funds permit aad if accoupanied by a representative of the community,

mzke such exzmination and reccrmendations as are advisable.

One other caution regarding old mize openings in Alaska should be noted here. They are
cold and wet. Few people realize this until they have spent some time underground.
Sitting still, ons becomes uncoz=fortable in a very short time. There is little room for
exercise, and heating devices consuze oxygen, crecte gases or smoke, and Increase the
ventilation problem. Cases cf pneumsnia asizng those with colds or low resistance would
probcbly start shewing up aftar 2 fecw days unless some means of keeping people warm and
dry were devised.
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