
During July 20 to  28, 1960, I traveled through the Tolovana, Hot 

S$rings;, and Rampart mining distrie-ts sto v i s i t  mining operatf om. 

'Pwo on-man mining operations were act ive i n  the Tolovana M s t r i c ' t ~  

four operation8 employing 1 5  men were act ive i n  the Eureka area; three 

operati ons employing 6 men were act ive i n  the Rampart Dist r ic t ,  and one 

old-timer from Rampart mind by hand pa r t  time; there were no ac-tive 

mining operations i n  the Tofty area, 
/ 

!?he completion of the road between Livengood and Eureka i n  the 

F d 1  of 1959 t ied  the old ToftyoPlanley-hreka road network t o  the main 

road system of in t e r io r  Alaaka, m d n g  the Manley Hot Springe Districf 

accessible by road from Fairbanks. The road from Fairbanks to  Eureka- 

i s  a part of the proposed Fafrbanks-Nome road, and surveys have been 

made westward from Eureka preparatory t o  extending the road to  the 

YukonBi.ser, B e  ~wroadundo@btedlyhssresultedinsomeincrease 

i n  economic ac t iv i ty  at Manley Hot Springs, chiefly i n  sales  of gasoline, 

groceries, and lodging, Most f re ight  in to  the area sti l l  comes by 

r ive r  from Henana or Fairbanks to  MIbnley, In  a t  l e a s t  one instance 

during 1960, a party of prospectors spent several days i n  the area 

under circume tsncss such that  they probably would not have done so i f f  

the area had not been accessible by automobile. The road i s  a con- 

venience to  the mining operators, and i t  eases the problem of obtaining 

repair  parbs on short notice; by making the area more easi ly acoessible 

to  prospectors, i t  may eventually lead t o  new mining development. 

To reach the Rampart D i a t r i e t ,  I traveled on foot  from Eureka 

Creek over %he divide t o  Minook &aek and down the valley of Minook 

Qeek, following a winter dogsled trail %hat the Indians have used for  



, - 

=any years. Because of a request by residents of Rampart f o r  the 

S ta te  t o  build an aocese road along t h i s  route, I took a nmber of  

photographs of the t e r r a in  and submitted them i n  August, 1960, i n  a 

folder en t i t led  PHOTOGRAPHS YAKEX &OXG TKE ETJ-ART TRAIL. 

TOLOWA DI STRI CT,. 

Ben Falls mined during 1960 on Wilbur Creek. .k t  the time of my ___ __-- --- - 

v i s i t  he. had temporarily s t q p d  mining b e c a s e  of a ehortage of water.dL,kcl , LG' 
,,'- 

/ The depth of saye l  i n  h i e  cut  var ies  from 4 to  22 fee t ;  the overlying 
-\ - --- --- -- - - 

- a c k  - i s  - -- 50 feet thick. K 'Phe upper end of the cut i e  75 f e e t  downatrem 
- 

from the boundary of a ulalm owned by lioq-y Bad& of Livengood. The 

ground above Radakta c l a i m  i e  omed Jo in t ly  by Ben Pa l l s  and Tony J~ind.. 

etroa. Ben does not plan to start a new cut above the M a k  ground 

unless there i s  a mador change i n  the economics of gold m i n i n g .  He 

uaee hydraulic monitors f o r  atripping mok and f o r  piping in to  the boxes; 

he uses &bulldozer fo r  pushing to  the head of the boxes and f o r  stacking 

tailing-. 

The Bedstone Mining Co, owned and ogerated by C a r l  Heflinger, i s  

mining near Livengood &eek one-half mile ups t rem from the camp build- 
dx"" B 

ings that were built by Livengood Placers,  Inc. The present cut i s  

on the l e f  b l i m i t  s ide of the val ley but on the r i g h b l i m i t  a ide of the 

creek. Pk DY8 ChtergilSsr t r w t o r  i s  used f o r  mining and stacMng 

tafling; a sluiceplate i s  used at the head of the boxes. water f o r  

sluicing cornea from Livengood Creek, and there appears t o  be an abundance 

of water. 
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g ,  1 Ti- ap Liteagaod Creek f'rm road toward FsirbSatrs, Mrstfip 
ie in center, building8 built by Livengood Placers, Im, Just 
crbore sirstrip, 

Fig. 2, View up Livengood Creek from the road towvd Jhr@b. 



H a n i l *  i r  fining on the l e f t  l i m i t  of Zbrby &eek 300 t o  

400 feet  u p r t r ~ i  from the cat that he war  m t n i a g  i n  1957, when he flmt 

began mining on the creek. The dwrpm@ng photogrsph ahowe the 

to ta l  1engt)r ef grauml that  he ham mind. Apparently there wsr no 

mrchanical raining done on hb;r &eek before he rtarted mining there, 

but there waa mft mining and opebcat s in lag  m- hsnb. Harrilack 

i r  ariag the r m  8qafpmeat and the same ainlng method that  he w a r  uriag 

whan l a a t  repertad on i n  1959, kt the time of ry rlri t ,  the pump box 
, a0 

- b r o ~ ~ i , ~ h . h ~ t = ~ ~ r s r i ~ ~ ~ t ~ p p d ~ i l r i ~ t ~ r s p a r i t .  HO d . + ~ r ~  
formerly rr U, S. ObPmairrioner at Baapart and now i r  the State Wagiu- 

tratq he gaeo to  RampaH eaQ W a 5 .  to  perform cay work that urirer 

i n  connection with that position. 

Fig, 3. Harr7 Ibn i lack ' r  mining cat an *By Creek, 



a e  T and T Winine Cb, owned and operated by B i l l  'Phoma~, i s  mining 

on the l e f t  limit of Hunter Creek a few handred fee t  upstream from tho 

s i t e  of the 1957 operatioas. Q1 of the rmaaer July was spent 

i n  atripping wlth tam laonitom preparatory to  d n i n g  a large cut i n  

Aagost and SeptemBer. The dniag and the equipment wed i s  the 8amo 

m~ I n  1957, h o m r ,  tho t r d o r  being used is a Caterpillar D-6 inat& 

of a IL8 as orronwualy r%ated i n  the 1957 report. 

I n  1959, B i l l  Tholrar d n e d  one cut an Slate Creek on ground owned 

byHi l l i ardIhne t ,wha i sno longsr inaPsab  Bereportsbthaf &u9" 
results  were not good enough for  h i m  to  leave Hunter Ckeek, whorehe 

is  already emtaBlirhed a d  whare the cost of tranaportation from wart 

i s  much lower ,  btlt ha thought that Slate k e e k  had possibilities. 

s e  Werner !baaing, owned by Ira Weianer of Rampart, mined un t i l  
a 4 

midJuly on L i t t l e  Minook Creek then stopped dning boaage of a shortage kgLq' b 4% + 
of water, 'hro aonitorr amd a ZL6 were used for  mining, and a dragline 

was used fo r  !rtauMng tailing. *on mining ceased, the mluice box 

was placed i n  position f o r  mining the sext cat, which ham been atrippod, 

and weisnor plsnned to  resume mining i f  l a t e  m e r  rain made water 

more plantihrl. 

Tha valley of L i t t l e  Wnaok Creak is narrow, and the p w s t r d c  

Is 60 to 70 fee t  wibe. i s t r i p  of unmined ground 2000 feet  long 

extends from the upper ead of Wairnortr lart cot t o  the lewer end of 

a a ind -ou t  area on the -per par t  of tho creek, 'Ihir minebout 

area extbsnds to l h b o r  Bine F'txp, a r ighe l imi t  tribtl-, which, accord- 

i n g  to veianer, i m  at the upper end of the pwstreak. It thus appears 

that only a 2oOO-feetlong s t r i p  along the valley remaim to be r i n d .  



Fig. 5. V i e w  d o n  Hunter Oreek from upper end of T and 'P M i d =  
Cb ground. 



Weirner war preparing to  rtart mining on the ri#t limit of Boorier 

*eok about one mile *om the mouth. & intend& to a re  a Ih=6 tractor 1 
< 5  
J 

f o r  min~ng .~ld mtacking tatling. t mteel mluioe box and a mipic. d * r ~ ~ '  
plate had been brought ovor from Li t t l e  Hinook Creek. Haorier Creek 

had more than enough water fo r  mining. 

PYg. 6. V i e w  down L i t t l e  b o o k  CPreek, Stripped cut in the 
foreground. 

Brian Wyj& of Baapart did rome hand laining intermittently 47 

during the mmer  on the l e f t  l i m i t  of Minook Creek a mile or ro abon  

the d h t h  of Ruby Creek, but he war not at him workingo during the time 

that I was i n  the area. 



Strandberg and Sam hare moved the s i t e  of thei r  m i  nlng operati one 

since last r ie i ted  i n  1958; t h q  a re  now mining on the bench on the 

r igbt  l i m i t  of lhreka Creek one-quarter mlle southwest of their  

baildingr, Mining methoae aad eqaipm5nt aged a r e  the rame aa before. 
b,+ 

dragline i r  wed to feed a aawaxler-mountsd waahing plant, which was kv A+- 
designed a d  built by the Washington Iron Worke, The plant i s  mowd 

by towing i t  with a IL8 Catelpillat tractor, !he rtacker belt ,  

tremmel, and pumps on the plant a re  driven by e lect r ic  motors, sad 

elect r lcf ty  i e  furnlohed by a separate, sldd-mounted, dieseLelectric; 

generator, The plant was being moved to a new setup at the time of 

my risit. 

Pete Johneoq dries alone by hpdraulicldng on the right l i m i t  of 

Bareka Creek approximately oned~alf  mile upstream from the mouth of 4 
Americen Creek. Water for  n i n i m g  comes through a ditch f'rom r r i g h t  

limit tributary t o  m e k a  dreek one mile upstream from the cut. He 

mines i n  asplaahesVy allowigg the q t e r  to  back up unt i l  the ditch 

i s  ne(u?4 f u l l ,  gettfng one 15-dnate @ash every two or three hoarr, 

One monitor f r  ured fo r  f i n i n g  and one feodr bywater to the r luice 

box through a pipe, !he rluice box is  of wood, and a wooden flume 

carrieo aww the tailing. 

A r c h i e m e  Mlned daring the first par t  of the mrmer on the 
3' 

upper p e r t  of Rhode Island b r k .  I n  Jnljr he waa stripping a new A'' 1% 
ca t  on the l e f t l i m i t  bench of the creek *ust b e l w  the mouth of Qold 

Run, bt balldorm and one monitor were being used for strippings 

I n  mining, the bulldozer i r  used to feed the sluice bar and to mtenk 

talling. One man l a  employeb, 



Ng. 7. Pete Johnaonta mining operation on Eureka Greek. 

Tom Laming i s  mining on the l e f t  l i m i t  of Thanlnglring Creek 

reconring aide pay l e f t  beside old d r i f t  mine workings. H. ures a +JJ 
bulldozer to d n e  and to rtaclr t a i l ing  a& a monitor to wash the gravel 

in to  the boxes. Be works alone. !5e to ta l  d q t h  of graPnd b i n g  

mined i s  18 to 20 feet,  4 to 5 fee t  being gravel, By l a t e  JUT, he 

had mined one cut and w a s  s tart ing on the second cut of the reason, 

College, &aah 
January, 1961 

Robert E. hunders 
State Mining Engineer 


