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b r i n g  &gust 17 to  19, 1959, I made a t r i p  t o  the Circle Dis t r ic t  

to  acquire information pertaining to  mining operations i n  tha t  area, 

My i t inerary  for the t r i p  was as follows: 

August 17 - Left Gollege by car  and drove to  the Hope Mine 
on F&th Creek and to the Lucky Sev& Mning Cb 
mine on Mmoth  Creek, Spent the night at Miller 
& ~ & O U S ~ *  

h g u s t  18 - Visited mining operations of Glenn C a m ,  Miller 
Creek; Jak Mining Go, Crooked Creek; Jens Eanglow, 
Switch Creek; Paul Bit tner ,  Deadwood Creek; and 
Heine CaPstens, Portage Creek. 5.tarted back 
tow@& F&rbanks and spent the night at C, J. C a r l -  
son's camp on Sourdough Creek. 

August 19 - Visited C. J, Carlsont8 mining operation on Sourdough 
Creek and the s i t e  of R, B, Palmer's prospecting 
ac t iv i t i e s  on upper Sourdough Creek, Returned 
to  College, 

Hope Mine, 

Bob Watkfne, owner and operator of the Hope Mine on Faith Creek, 

was moving his equipment from a cut  about one mile below h i s  camp build- 

ings to  an area on upger Paith Creek a few hun&ed yards below the m o w  

of Charity Creek, k t  the last cut  mined on lower Faith Creek, the 

groruld i s  19'feet deep, and at tne s i t e  of the new cut on upper Faith 

Creek, the ground i s  7 t o  8 f e e t  deep. Prospe<titing has indicated that 

on the upper par t  of the creek there is a windfng paystreak about 60 

f e e t  wide and that there i s  also some %ide gayB of marginal value. 

The new cut w i l l  be on ground owned by t h e  U. S. Smelting Refining end -dd0*" 

Ejiiging Co. B TL14 Interaational t rac tor  i s  used f o r  mining and push- 

ing t o  a s lu ice  p l a t e  a t  the head of  the boxes, and a small dragline 

i s  used f o r  stacking tailing. 

& few pears ago Watkins employed two t o  four men, but he i s presently 



working done ,  It eppems to  be more economical f o r  him to  work alonp 

and mine a small yardage each season rather  than t o  h i r e  a crew, mine 

a larger  yardage, and maintain the  necessary camp f e i l i t i e s .  

Luckv Seven Mi%nine: Go 
r 4" 

The Luclqr Seven Mining Co , owned sod managed by Walter Roman, i s  8~ 5' 
mining on the l e f t  l i m i t  of P3astodon Creek just below the mouth of 

Independence eresk. The area b d n g  mined i s  beside ground that  was 

mined by Parker and Raymond, and i t  l i e s  at the upstream end of the 

area t ha t  was mined by the C. J, Berry dredge. The ground averages 

15  f e e t  i n  depth, 7 to  8 f e e t  of this being muck. The bedrock i s  

uneven, and, i n  some places, the muck and wegetatio i e  d i rec t ly  on .p 
bedrock, Mining has disclosed three streaslkcut terraces o& the l e f t  

l i m i t  s ide of the valley. The minable ground remaining is  about 

80,000 s q w e  fee t  i n  area, !!!he mining of t h i s  ground probably w i l l  

be completed i n  1960, and the o u t f i t  w i l l  then be moved to the upper 

p a r t  of Portage Creek, where ground has been leased from Henry Martin. 

The muck i s  stripped with monitors, a bulldozer i s  used for  mining 

and pushing gravel onto a sluiceplate,  and a dragline stacks tail ing. 

Steel sluiceboxes with transverse r i f f l e s  a r e  s e t  on a grade of 18  inches 

per  1 2  fee t ,  "PierceH joint  pipe i s  used f o r  the wsCer dis t r ibut ion  

l ines ,  and the owner considers i t  far superior to  s l i p j o i n t  pipe because 

i t  can be moved more quickly and easily, The owner and two employees 

coxuprise the crew. 

O. W. O a r r .  

G. W. Carr i s  mining on Miller Creek; he purchased the ground and -56 --s' 



oqnipment from Robert Wilkorson and i s  mining on ground adjacant t o  that 

mined by Wilkers6n. P bulldotar is need for  both mining and stm2khg 

tailing. Tho etool slu8ce-box bdng  need has a rather unusual box 

at the head that serree su a rlulce pla te  (Fig. 1); water i r  fed onto 

the p la te  art the bottom of the bar  through a pipe and a eerlaa of r e c b  

~s~gularapeningrralongtheeideeof thepla te .  Thegraandbeinglained 

is 15 f ee t  deep. The owner and one employee comprise the crew. The 

owner reported that  about twenty per cent of the gold i s  recovered Ill 

i n  the form of amalgam, although he is not ushg mercury. 

Fig. 1. Box used a8 a sluice plate by G. W, C s r r  on Miller CPeek. 

Jak Mlniw CbmDans. 

A% the tipla of visit, the Jak M i n i n g  GO. w a s  owned J o i W y  

by M wenat and Ken Rlngstad; 8 month or eo la te r ,  Ringatad bo-t 

Wendt's intereet I n  the centpamy. J& Mining Qa. i r  operatfng the 



dredge that  was operated f i r s t  by the Berry Dredging Co, and l a t e r  

by the Qrcle Breitging Co, The dredge is  now digging on Ckooked Ckeek, 

& Wentit reported -that the concentrate reaowred contained considerable 

amounts of t i n  and tnngsten, He also reported that  the gold below 

Bedrock Creek appears to different from that  above, and he believes 

that  rhyolite dikes below Bbdrock *eek are  golcbbearfng. He reported 

recovering randgasl from drill holes on CPooked Creek, Both XI. Wendt 

and Om w, k r  dllpressed the opinion that the andgum they were recorer- 

ing occurred ikmturally and could not hsre migrated from r i t es  of old 

mining operatiow, 

Peml Bittner. 

Pernl Bittner mined i n  1959 on the upper part of Deadwood Creek. tA-q0 -' 
A% the s i t e  of his mining operation, the ral iey floor is 30 feet  +id@ 

and the ground i s 5 fee t  deep. The creek was  mined i n  the early days 

by I h o v e l i ~ n ,  but apparently the fisst mining did not go deep enouefi 

in to  bedrock to recover all the pw, Bittner uses two mofitors for  

mining and moving the gravel through the boxes and one monitor f a r  stackr 

i n g  tailing, Be has a # m a l l  balldoter that  he uses for  general work 

around the cut and occ&siondly fo r  stacking tailing, In  Ibagn~t,  he 

was st i l l  working on the first cat of the season, 



EYg. 2. Prml Bittner'e d n i n g  operation on upper Deadwaod Creek. 

Jena Lan~low, 

dens Langlaw i s  mining on upper Switch Creek on a p4vstreak on the ~(ngo-"l~ 

l e f t  l i m i t  of the creek, the same general area that he has been working 

i n  for  several years. He carries on a on& hydraulic operation 

using three monitors for  mining and stacking tailing, A t  the time of 

my vis i t ,  hie  mining operation was shut down, and he had been confined 

to  h i s  caMn for  ten w e  with a twisted d e l e  sustained while he was 

worklng i n  the cut, 

Eeine Garstens. 7 , 4 0 .  
( K ' j - c * f .  

Hsine Caretem is  mining on Portage meek udrrg a wawng plant 

t h ~ t  haa been described i n  marlier reports, The plant now has a happer 

at the front so that f t can be fed with a dragline, and a conveyor-belt 



- 

. Heine Ciwetenel mining operation on Portage Creek. 

Heine Oasetenet washing plant. 

& 



stacker has bean added to the rear of the machine for  stacldng coarse 

tailing, He mines with a dragline and nees a XL6 balldozer for pa* 

ing gravel to the dragline and for pushin% aeide the f ine  tailing. 

C, J. Carleoq. 
,43 

C. J. Carlson i s  i n  procees of purchaeing ground on Sourdough seek 5 0  

from Mrs. A. A. Zfmnermaa, On the property he has a 3OOOnft pipeline, 

sweral  monitors, and a bulldozer; this equipment apparently i e  being pur- 

chased with the property, A t  the time of lay ridt he had a rluicebox i n  

plaee f o r  ndning a cat ,  but mining waa not i n  progrese, He wae working on 

improvements to the camp baildinge. Apparently M r .  Carlson i s  retired, 

and he seems to  consider the purchase of the property as being the purchame 

of 8 summertime vacation spot rather than ae a ndning investment. 

B, B, Palmer, 

B. B, Palmer i e  proepecting on upper Sourdough Creek, For the most 
dl56 -s ' 

part ,  h i s  prospecting i s  an attempt to find a narrow, higttigra.de, gold- 

quarts vein that was exposed i n  a placer cut i n  the 1930ts, when wa te r  

Roman was  mining there. Palmer was working for  Bornan when the vein 

wae exposed, ad he a t i l l  has some high-grade specimene that were chipped 

from the rein, 100 attempt was made to explore the vein at that time, 

and, asplacer&ningcont lmed,  i t w a s c o ~ e r s d w i t h t a i l l n g .  The 

re in  i s  only aa inch or so i n  width. 

Palmer has cut a drain t h r o w  the t a i l i n g  with an old tractor  and 

a *tPlablelmga scraper 8nd hae l a id  a pipeline from an old ditch so that 

he can use a nozzle to m o l ~  the t a i l ing  and expose bedrock, He had 

not exposed bedrock at the time of nry visit, 

-7- 


