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During &=st 4 t o  10,  1959, I made a t r i p  t o  the Ruby D i s t r i c t  

to  acquire information per ta ining t o  mining operations i n  t h a t  area. 

My i t i n e r a r y  f o r  the  t r i p  was as followst 

Augast 4 - Traveled from F a i r b d s  t o  Ruby v ia  Wien Alaska 
Aiirlines, Traveled from Ruby t o  Long on foot  
m d b y  car, Vis i tedopera t ions  of theNorthern 
Lights Mining; Co, and the  Long Creek Mining $0, 
Continued on foo t  t o  F i f t h  of Ju ly  Creek. 

-st 5 - Traveled on foo t  from F i f t h  of J u l y  Creek to  
S u l a t m  River bridge. Visited mining operation 
of Glarence Zaiser on Greenstone Creek. 

b g u s  t 6 a Traveled on foo t  from Stitatna River bradge to  
Po orman, 

August 7 - Traveled on foot  from Poorman back t o  Sulatne 
River bridge and on t o  Monument Creek. 

August 8 - Traveled on foot  and by car  from Monument Creek 
t o  Ruby. 

A U ~ U S ~  9 - At Ruby. 

&gust 10 - Traveled from Bu'by t o  2airbanks v i a  Men Alaska 
Mrl ines .  

Worthern Liehts  Minillg Go, - qo 
, I  /u- 

hh 5 
The Borthern Lights  Mining Go, owned and operated by Bat Savage, 

was mining on the  l e f t  l i m i t  of Long Creek about on+quarter mile 

above the mouth of  Last  Chance Gulch. The ground being mined wag 

20 feet deep, 4 t o  5 feet being gravel  and the  remainder muck. The 

equipment used included two bulldozers,  a drag l i  ne, a d i  esel-sowered 

pump, a s t e e l  s l u i ce  box, monitors, and pipe. One bulldozer was 

used fo r  s t r ipping,  one for  pushing gravel t o  t h e  wings; a nozzle 

washed the gravel  through the  boxes, an4 the dragl ine  stacked ta i l ing .  

Hater f o r  s lu ic ing  c w e  from Long Creek; the pump drew water from 

behind a daan across the  creek t o  feed the  nozzle at the  head of t he  
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boxes, and by-water came by grz,vi ty flow throug% a pipe from the 

dm. Four men, including the owner, comprised the crew. There 

was a m a n  on the dragline, a man on the nozzle, and a man on each 

of the two bulldozers, Although there were some boulders, the 

operation seemed to be get t ing along smoothly without a s luice box 

tender. Boulders were allowed to  accumulate i n  front  of the wings 

then were rol led aside at the beginniag and i n  the middle of each 

sh i f t .  

The cut being mined was about 30,000 sq f t i n  area, the usuak. 

size f o r  t h i s  operation. Ordinarily, f ive  outs of t w s  s i ze  

qre  mined i n  a season, and the one being mined was the th i rd  for 

1959. 

Pat Savage reported that  most of the gold recovered was coarse, 

t ha t  d r i l l i n g  r e su l t s  were not re l iab le ,  and therefore i t  was difiFlBicult 

to extimate the value of the ground before mining, I t  appeared 

that  there might be a block if minable ground on the r ight  limit 

side of the creek and. another upstream from the area being mined, 

but this had not been proved by prospecting. 

After I returned. $0 Buby, I learned that the Uorthern Lights 

Minirg Co, had a clem-up that  was smaller than had been anticipated, 

and that  the operation had closed down. I l a t e r  learned that  

Pat Savage plans t 6  move h i s  equipment t o  Trail  Creek, 8 t o  10 

miles east o f  Long, to  s t a r t  a new mining operation i n  1960. 



Fig. 1. Borthern Lights Mining Co. on Long Creek, 

L o x  Creek Minim Cb, 
a 

aobert Deacon, former owibr of the Long Creek i n i n g  Co, dfed 5' *' ' 

i n  June, 1959, at Long Creek, I n  August the company was b a n g  

managed by Walter &vpe and Mrs Walter ZE~DP~J,  a n@ce of Robert 

Deacon. In  addition to  the managers, there were three men working 

on the property, The mining equipment included three bulldotere 

aad s dragline, Bo mining was being done, but an area on the l e f t  

l i m i t  side of Long Creek about one mile below Long wasbbing stripped 

by bulldozers, and a bedrock drain was being cleaned out with the 

dragline, It large area below Long spbears to  have been part ly 

prgbared for  fining, 
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Clarence Zaiser, 

Clarence Zaiser was mining on Greenstone Creek; he uses a drag- 

l i n e  fo r  mining, a bulldozer f o r  stacking t a i l i ng ,  and an elevated ii .q ' 24 

sluice box on a t r e s t l e  bu i l t  of timbers. The box i s  on a 24-inch 

grade. A monitor i s  s e t  below the dump box and i s  directed t oward 

the head of the box, A-grizzly i s  s e t  a t  an a,ngle across the lotver 

end of the dump box i n  such a manner that  l = e  boulders can be washed 

off by the nozzle as they are worked across the gr izzlp to  a rock 

chute that  car r ies  them off the the side of the t res t le .  Near the 

lower end of the s luice box, he has a device called a "water jig"' 

se t  i n to  the box. 

This water j i g  i s  actually % fora  of hydraulic c l a s s i f i e r  rather 

than a jig, An opening the f u l l  width of the sluice box and about 

nine f e e t  long has bean cut i n  the bottom of the box. T h e e  

steel-plate pyraunids have been welded t o  the box below th i s  opening 

i n a n i n v e r t e d p o s i t i o n .  A t  t h e a p e x o r b o t t o m o f  eachpyranid 

i s  a pipe tee; a l a t e r a l  pirpe feeds water in to  the device through 

the tee,  and, below the tee,  i s  a ver t ica l  length of uipe tha t  serves 

as a chamber to  catch the heavy material, hi& can be drained off 

through the bottou~ periodically. When s l ~ ~ i c f n g  i s  about to begin, 

before any water i s  turned inzo the head of  the s luice box, a flow 

of water i s  s t k t e d  in to  the j i g  and i s  adjusted u n t i l  i t  over flows 

moderately out the lower end of the box. The sluicing i s  done 

with a current of water flowing upward through the jig. The 

material recovered by the j i g  i s  mostly black sand with some f ine  

gold an6 appreciable anounta of cass i te r i te .  ill;thou& the cass- 
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i t e r i t e  has been saved, none of i t ,  as yet ,  has been marketed. 

Glerence Zaiser and one employee comprise the crew a t  t h i s  

operation. One man runs the dragline,  and the other a1 ternates 

between runnigg the nozzle at the head of the vox and stacking tail- 
Y 

ing with the bulldoaer, During the  time tha t  I was there,  mining 
" 

was temporarily stopped b a a u s e  tke bulldozer had broken down. 

The ground being mined was 20 f e e t  deep and contained many 

large boulders. Clarence Zaiser reported tha t  the ground runs more 

than $1 per square foot ,  that the gold i s  fine, and that  revovery 

checks d r i l l i n g  r e s u l t s  closely. The upper end of the cut being 

mined was a t  the lower end of  old dredge tailings; the dredge t h a t  

for~nerly mined here was moved to  Ganes Creek. There appears to  be 

some minable ground l e f t  on the  r i g h t  l i m i t  of the presenb cut and 

some downstream, but l i t t l e  of i t  has been d r i l l e d  so the actual  

exttent of minable ground i s  uncebtain. 

Clarence Zaiser reported tha t  h is  brother,  Leonard, had l e f t  l({bG' 2' 

Hidded Creek and was mining i n  the Cache Creek d i s t r i c t ,  west of 

Talkee tna. 



Fig. 2. Elevated Sluice Box Used by Clarence Zaiser on 
Greens tone Creek. 

Miscovlch Brothera. 

The Miecovich bfothsrs did not mine during 1959 at the i r  property 

on Poorman Creek. The? employed Joe Farr is  t o  s e n e  as wertchman 

at Poormcm, The camp sad shop buildings a r e  i n  good repair ,  and 

the a i r e t r i p  i e  i n  excellent condition. !?he equipment on the prop. 

e r ty  includes a .dragline, elevated s lu ice  box, swera l  pumps, four 

D-8 t ractors ,  a large supply of pipe, and several mod tors. Joe 

Farris reporired tha t  the Miscovich b r o t h s s  own about two miles of 

ground d o n g  Poorman Creek and hold about one mile of ground under 

lease. 



i4iscellaneous Inf ommation. 

U, S. Geological Swrvey Bul le t in  868-D, lSHE KAIYUH EILLS, U U ,  

contains on page 175 s description of a lead-silver prospect 1 4  miles 

south of Ruby on the north s ide  of Beaver Creek. John Nay of  rub^ 

has staked t h i s  prospect and i s  planning to  do some work on it. 

Albert Urjana was working f o r  the BPR i n  the Ruby Di s t r i c t ,  and, 

on week ends, was doing preparatory work on p lacer  grouna on Birch 

Creek, t r ibutary to  F l in t  Creek. Re was s t r ipping muck by g~ound- 

sluicing; q n a r e n t l y  the s t r ipping went on during the week, and on 

the week ends he changed the weher dhannels. R e  a d  Ous Uoti la  

plan t o  start mining the ground i n  1960. 

Joe F a r i s  holds ten  claims on Solomon Creek, two miles south- 

west of Poornan. He gave the &liscovich brothers a one-half i n t e r e s t  

i n  the ground f o r  building a ditch.  Apparently the ground i s  

not minable under present economic conditions. Joe  Fasr is  s ta ted  
/ 

- .------, tha t  s l a t  Creek, three miles sonth of Poornan, has been mined out, 

He a l so  s ta ted  tha t  on Camp Creek, which drains the west s ide  of 

Twin Buttes, there are good "bar prospects", tha t  the creek has not 

been dr i l l ed ,  end t ha t  the grouna i s  too wet t o  be prospected by 

asy other method, 

John Galaway, a young Californian, was headquartered at Ruby 

and w a s  prospecting i n  the surroudilzg area. He had made several 

short  t r i p s  including a t r i p  by canoe up the lower part of the 

Melozi tna  fliver , wMch i s  navigable for  only a f e!2 miles from the 

Yukon, He was unable So find a suitable partner ,  and, h a v i w  



had trouble with beers on some of h i s  t r i p s ,  he  was becoming re luct-  

ant  t o g o o u t a l o n e .  I t a p p e a s e d t h a t d u r i n g t h e w e e k t h a t I  was 

i n  the  d i s t r i c t ,  he  d id  not leave t he  town of Rubr. 

Formerly there  was a passable r o d  fro13 t he  Sulatna River bridge 

to Poorman, but through lack of  mdntenance the  road has become a 

r a the r  poor t rac to r  trail, in some places  d i f f i c u l t  t o  follow on 

foot.  A good gravel  road extends south from Ruby through Long 

to the  Sulatna River; a good steel-girder bridge spans the  r i ve r ;  

but  nothing leads  away from the  south end of the  bridge. Ikeight  

f o r  any mining operations at Poorman would now have t o  be hauled 

f r o m t h e r i v e r b y t r a c t o r .  l ' h e d i s t a n c e f r o r n t h e b r i d g e t o P o o r -  

m a n i s n i n e t o e l e v e n m i l e s ,  I n a d i s c u s s i o n i n S e ~ t e m b e r , 1 9 5 9 ,  

George Miscovich s t&d tha t ,  although the  cos t  of t r a c to r  f re igh t ing  

would add t o  the  cost  of mining at Poorman, i t  probably would not 

make t he  di f ference between being able  t o  mine and not being ab le  

t o  mine. Eventually, t h i s  road probably w i l l  be r ebu i l t  a s  p a r t  

of a l one range  program f o r  a road batween McGrath and Ruby; mean- 

while, if i t  appears t ha t  mining might be resumed in the Poorman 

area, some consideration should be given t o  rebui lding the road 

so t h a t  a mine operator could bene f i t  from the  cheaper t ranspor ta t ion 

thus provided. 



Fig. 3. Steel-girder midge across the Sulatns Biter. 

Fig, 4, The "roachR to the South End of the Bridge across 
the Slhlatna Birer. 
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