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During August 4 to 10, 1959, I made & trip to the Ruby District

to acquire information pertaining to mining operations in that area,

My itinerary for the trip was as follows$

August ¢4 ~
Aygpust 5 0 <
Mgust 6 =
Avgust 7 =

Aigust 8 =

Agust 9 -

Angust 10 =

Traveled from Falrbanks to Ruby via Wien Alaske
Airlines. Traveled from BRuby to Long on foot
and by cer. Vislted operations of the Northern
Lights Mining Co. and the Long Creek Mining fo.
Continued on fool to Fifth of July Creek,

Traveled on foot from Fifth of July Creek to
Sulatna River bridge. Visited mining operation
of Clarence Zalser on Greemnstone Creek.

Traveled on foot from Sulatna River brédge to
Poorman.

Traveled on foot from Poorman back to Sulatneg
River bridge and on to Monument Creek.

Traveled on foot and by car from Monument Creek
to Ruby.

At Rubdy.

Traveled from Ruby to Pairbanks via Wien Alaska
A rlines.

Northern Lights Mining Co.

The Northern Lights Mining Co, ownad and operated by Pat Savage,

was mining on the left limit of liong Creek about one-guarter milse

above the mouth of Last Chance Gulch, The ground being mined was

20 fesat deep, 4 to 5 feet being gravel and the remeinder muck.

equipment used included two bulldozers, a dragline, a diesel-powered

pump, & steel sluice box, monitors, and pipe, One bulldozexr was

used for stripping, one for pushing gravel to the wings; a nozzle

weshed the gravel through the boxes, and the dragline stacked tailing.

fater for sluicing cgme fron Long Creek; the pump drew water from

behind a dam across the creek to feed the nozzle at the head of the
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boxeg, and by-water came by gravity flow through & pipe from the
dam. Four men, including the owner, comprised the crew. There
was a»man on the dragline, a man on the nozzle, and & man on each
of the two bulldozers. Al though there wera spome boulders, the
operation geemed to be gettlng along smoothly without a siulce box
tender. Boulders were allowed to accumulate In front of the wings
then were rolled aside at the beginning and in the middle of each
shift,

The cut being mined was abvout 30,000 sq ft in area, the usuak
size for this operation. Ordinarily, five cuts of tils size
gre mined in a season, and the one being mined was the third for
1959,

Pat Savage reported that most of the gold recovered was coarse,
that drilling results were not reliadble, and therefore it was diffficult
to extimate the value of the ground before mining. It appeared
that there might be a block € minsble ground on the right limlt
side of the creek and another upstream from the area being minsd,
but this had not been proved by prospecting.

After I returned to Ruby, I learned that the Northern Lights
Mining Uo. had a clean-up that was smaller than had been anticipated,
and that the operation haid closed dowm, I later learned that
Pat Savage plans to move his equipment to Trail Creek, 8 to 10

miles east of Long, to stert a new mining operation 1n 1880.
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Meg. 1. Northern Lights Mining Co., on Long Creek.

Long Creek Mininz Cp.
) . /. ‘i; 3
Robert Deacon, former owher of the Long Creek Mining Co, died A He

in June, 1969, at Long Creek. In Angust the company was being
managed by Walter Zappe and Mrs Walter Zappe, a nélce of Robert
Deacon, In addition to the managers, thers were three men working
on the property. The mining egquipment included three bulldozerae
and a dragline. Yo mining was beingz done, but an area on thse left
1imit side of Long Cresk about one mile below Lonz was teing etripped
by btulldogzers, ani a bedrock drain was being cleaned out with the
dragline. A large area below Long sppears to have Dasen partly

prevared for mining.

=3



Clarence Zalger.

Clarence Zaiser was mining on Greenstone Creek; he uses a drag-
line for mining, & bulldozer for stacking tailing, and an elevated kﬁﬁ'b’gq
sluice box on & trestle bullt of timbers. The box is on a 24~inch
greade, A monitor is set below the dump box and is directed toward
the head of the Dbox. Ak grizzly is set at an angle across the lower
end of the dump box in such a manner that lage boulders can be washed
off by the nozzle as thgy are worked across the grigzlp to a rock
chute that carrles them off the the side of the trestle. Near the
lower end of the sluice box, he has a device called a "water jig"
set into the box,

This water jig is actually & form of hydraulic classifier rather
than a Jjig. An opening the full width of the sluice box and abount
nine feet long has beamn éut in the bottom of the box, Thr ee
steel-plate pyrmmids have been welded to the box below this opening
in an iaverted poeition. At the apex or bottom of each pyramid
is a pipe tee; a lateral pkpe feeds water into the device through
the tee, and, below the tee, is 2 vertical length of pipe that serves
as a chamber to catch the heavy material, whi¢h can be drained off
through the bottom periodically. When sluicing is about to begin,
before any water ls turned into the head of the sluice box, a flow
of water is started into the Jig and is adjusted until i1t over flows
moderately out the lower end of the box. The sluleing 1is done
with a ourrent of water flowing upward through the jig. The
materisl recovered by the jig is mostly blaeck sand with some fine

gold and appreciable amounts of cassiterite. Arthough the cass-—

.



iterite has been saved, none of it, as yet, has been marketed.

Glarence Zsiser and one employsee comprise‘the crew at this
operation. One man runs the dragline, apd the other alterrates
between runnigg the nozzle at the head of the vox and stacking tail-
ing with the bulldomer.  During the time that I was there, mining
was temporarily stopped becsuse the bulldozer had broken down.

The ground being mined was 20 fest deep and contained nany
large Dboulders. Clarence Zaiser reported that the ground runs more
than $1 per square foot, that the #old 1s fine, and that rewovery
checks drilling results closely. The upper end of the cut being
mined was at the lower end of old dredge tailings; the dredge that
formerly mined here was moved to Ganes Creek, There appears to be
some minable ground left on the right limlt of the present cut amd
some downstream, but 1l1ttle of it has been drilled so the actual
exttent of minable ground is uncedtain.

" Ciarence Zaiser reported that his brother, Leonard, had left {mﬁ’g\

HiddeA Creek and was mining in the Cache Creek district, west of

Talkeatns.
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Fig. 2. Elevated Sluice Box Used by Clarence Zaiser on
Greenatons Creek,

Miacovich Brothers. }!L-",L'I*

The Miecovich bfothers did not mins during 1959 at their property
on Poorman Creek. They employed Joe Farris to serve as watchman
at Poorman, The camp and ghop buildings are in good repair, and
the airetrip is in excellent condition, T™he equipment on the prop-
erty includes a dragline, elevated sluice box, several pumps, four
D-8 tractors, a large supply of pipe, and several moni tors. Joe
Farris reporbed that the Miscovich brothers own about two miles of
ground along Poorman Creek and hold about one mile of ground under

lease.
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Miscellaneons Infommation.

U. S. Geological Survey Bulletin 868-D, THE KAIYUH EILLS, ALASKA,

5
contains on page 175 & description of a lead-silver prospect 14 miles Kh

south of Ruby on the north side of Beaver Creek. John May of Ruby

has staked this prospect and is planning to do some work on it.

Abert Urjana was working for the BPR in the Ruby District, and,

on week ends, was Qoing preparatory work on placer ground on Birch
Oreek, tributary to Flint Creek. He was stripplng muck dby ground-
sluicing; apparently the stripping went on during the week, and on
the week ends he changed the weter &hannels, He and Gus Usctila

plan to start mining the ground in 13960,

Joe Farris holds ten claims on Solomon Creei, two miles south-

west of Poorman, He gave the Mlscovich brothers a one~half interest

in the ground for building a ditch. Apparently the ground 1s

not minable under present economlc conditions, Joe Parris stated

" that Flat Creek, three miles south of Poorman, has been mined out.

He also stated that on Camp Creek, which drains the west side of
Twin Buttes, there are good "bar prospects®, that the creek has not
been drilled, and that the ground is too wet to be prospected by

any other method,

John Galaway, a young Californien, was headquartered at Ruby
and vwas prospecting in the surrounding area, He had made several
short trips including s trip by canoe up the lower part of the
Melozitna River, which ie navigable for only a fe miles from the

Yukon. He was unable fo find a sultable partner, and, having
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had trouble with bears on some of his trips, he was becoming reluct-
ant to go out alone. It appeared that during the week that I was

in the district, he did not leave the town of Ruby.

Pormerly there was a passable road from the Sulatna River bridge
to Péorman. but through lack of meintenance the road has become a
rather poor tractor trsil, in some places difficult to follow on
foot. A good gravel road extends south from Ruby through Long
to the Sulatna River; a good steel-girder bridge spans the river;
but nothing leads away from the south end of the bridge. Freight
for any mining operations at Poorman would now have to be hauled
from the river by tractor. The distance from the dridge to Poor-
man is nine t0 eleven miles. In a discussion in September, 1959,
Georze Migscovich staed that, =lthough the cost of tractor frelghting
wénuld add to the cost of mining at Poorman, 1t probably would not
rake the difference betwaen being able to mine and not being able
to mine. Bventually, this road probably will be revuilt as part
of a long-range program for a road between McGrath and Ruby; mean-
while, 1f it appears that mining might be resumed in the Poorman
area, some consideration should be given t0 rebuilding the road
g0 that a mine operator could bensfit from the cheapsr transportation

thus provided.
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Mg, 3. Steel-girder Bridge acroaes the Sulatna River.

Fig. 4. The "Approach” to the South End of the Bridge acrose
the fnlatna River.
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